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Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem

Paramedics honored with Star of Life Award

With new restrictions
placed on what can and
cannot be recycled, there
is often some confusion
about what we can place in
our green recycling bins.

When Tony Sessin was severely injured in a motorcycle accident a year ago, his first thought
was, “God, please let me live.”

Here is a list provided by
our trash hauler, Republic
Services.

Sessin, 63, a retired paramedic with the City of
Cleveland, nominated his rescuers for the EMS
Star of Life Award, an award given to a select
few EMT teams throughout Ohio each year. Seven crews, including Berea’s, were honored by the
Ohio Department of Public Safety in Columbus
on May 22.

PAPER: Any paper document (staples are OK),
newspapers,
envelopes,
mail, phone books, brochures, magazines.
PLASTIC: Water bottles, pop bottles, milk jugs,
shampoo bottles, detergent containers (please remove food or liquids).
CARDBOARD: Flatten cardboard boxes, food
boxes with liners removed, file folders, poster
board.
METAL: Aluminum beverage cans, food cans
(please remove food and liquids)
GLASS: Bottles and jars.
China is our major client for recyclables. Those
recyclables come back to us in the form of knickknacks and other commercial products. But in
many cases, our recyclables, especially plastics,
arrive in China in unusable form – dirty or filled
with food residue. Hence, the restrictions.
Pizza boxes are notorious for containing food,
sauce and grease remnants. Don’t put those in the
recycling bin. Also, don’t place plastic shopping
bags or plastic wrap in the recycling bin. Some
retail stores, such as Heinen’s and Giant Eagle, do
accept plastic shopping bags for recycling.
Recycling is important and affects all of us. The
amount we recycle decreases the amount of trash
we dump in a landfill. That saves the City and taxpayers money because the City is charged per ton
of waste it dumps. Recycling also is good for the
environment. The more we recycle the less waste
ends up polluting rivers and lakes or harming
wildlife.

Berea Fire Department paramedics made sure
that he did.

The Berea firefighters/paramedics who responded to Sessin’s accident on Bagley Road on July
3, 2018, and who received the award are Capt.
Mickey Herreid, Lt. Terry Ledwell, Firefighters
Kyle Woodie, Pat McCarthy and Evan
Mihacevich.
“They saved my life,” said Sessin, who lives in
North Olmsted. Sessin was riding his motorcycle
westbound on Bagley when a car went left of
center and hit him head-on.
“I was laying prone in the street and bleeding
profusely,” Sessin recalled. His left leg was badly injured. Cleveland EMT Alex Kundrat was a
passing motorist and stopped to fashion a makeshift tourniquet around Sessin’s leg. Berea’s paramedics were there seconds later.
“They (Berea paramedics) acted quickly,” Sessin
said. “They did everything in my best interests.
Bottom line – they were completely looking out
for me.
“I know what it’s like to be on the other side,”
Sessin said. “How good it feels when people say
thank you.” Nominating Berea paramedics for
the Star of Life Award was one way to say thank
you, Sessin said.
At one point, Sessin asked Herreid how bad the
injury was. “I couldn’t lie,” Herreid said. “I told
him, it doesn’t look good, Tony.” In fact, Herreid
said it was one of the worst leg injuries he’s seen

Please continue to recycle. Place items at
curbside. Take part in the hazardous waste roundups, shred fests and electronics collections sponsored by the City of Berea and the Rotary Club of
Berea. The next roundup will be Oct. 11-12 at the
Service Garage.

Attending the Star of Life Award presentation are,
from the left, Firefighter Kyle Woodie, Lt. Terry Ledwell, Capt. Mickey Herreid, Tony Sessin, Firefighter
Pat McCarthy and Cleveland EMT Alex Kundrat. Berea Firefighter Evan Mihacevich was on duty and unable to attend the ceremony. (Photo courtesy of the Ohio
Department of Public Safety)

in 30 years as a firefighter/paramedic.
“The hardest part was knowing he was a veteran
EMT,” Herreid said. “He knew what we were
doing.” The crew transported Sessin directly to
MetroHealth Medical Center’s trauma unit.
Sessin said he underwent multiple surgeries but
eventually lost the leg above the knee and was
left with more than $300,000 in medical bills.
He now has what Herreid called “a high tech
prosthesis.” He still undergoes physical therapy,
uses a cane and hopes to have a permanent
prothesis this summer.
“I can’t wait to get back into the swimming pool
with my grandkids,” Sessin said. Sessin has
been married to wife, Jenny, for 39 years. They
have three children, Natalie, serving with the
Navy in Guam; Anthony, a firefighter/paramedic
at Cleveland Hopkins Airport; and Steven, a
chef; plus three grandchildren.
Herreid credits Kundrat, who also received the
Star of Life Award, with taking that essential
first step to stop the bleeding in Sessin’s leg.
“That made it so much easier,” Herreid said.
As for the award, Herreid said “It’s always nice
to be recognized especially by a peer. It’s kind
of like winning the Academy Award. No, let’s
go international. Make that the Golden Globes.”
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By following the guidelines, recycling will benefit
everyone.

At coe lake park
Our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio

www.cityofberea.org

SEE INSIDE PROGRAM
GUIDE FOR DETAILS

JULY 4-6 FROM 4-10 P.M.
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, July 19

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects
that will not fit into the regular blue trash container.
Questions: Call Republic Services at (800) 433-1309

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Independence Day holiday on Thursday,
July 4 curbside trash pickup will be delayed that week.

Trash will be picked up:

Saturday, July 6

Recycling Tip of the Month

Only the following plastics can be recycled:
Water Bottles, Pop Bottles, Milk Jugs, Shampoo
Bottles, Detergent Containers.
Please remove any food or liquids.

Delinquent water, sewer
charges due by June 28

The Berea Water Billing Department reminds
homeowners that all delinquent water and sewer
charges are due by June 28. Unpaid bills will be
assessed to 2020 property taxes.
Once the amounts are certified, a penalty of 20
percent and an interest rate of 18 percent will be
added to the unpaid balance. Cuyahoga County
will add an administrative fee of up to 2 percent.
The total will be reflected on property tax bills.
Partial payments are accepted year-round but the
unpaid balance must be paid by June 28.
Payment options include:
Mail a check to City of Berea, P.O. Box 64456,
Cincinnati, OH 45264. Include the remittance
stub or write the account number on the check.
Place checks in the drop box at City Hall.
Pay at the Water Billing window in the basement of City Hall, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday –
Friday.
Pay online through a bank. Please note that it
may take the bank up to two weeks to submit the
payment to the City of Berea.
Pay online through
www.CityofBerea.org

the

City

website

For more information, call (440) 891-3308 from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday – Friday.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the
City of Berea and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

News Briefs

Can We Talk on recess for the summer

Can We Talk, a group that meets every other Tuesday to discuss a variety of personal issues, is on recess until the fall. The group is facilitated by Chaplain Willie Springer. Participants discuss a variety of
topics including housing concerns, loss of a loved
one or pet, job loss, family issues, veterans issues,
among others. Look for more information in the September issue of The Berean.

DNA testing scam targets seniors

The Ohio Department of Insurance and the Department of Aging are warning seniors about a new scam
that touts genetic testing. Some companies are visiting senior communities or making unsolicited phone
calls and mailings asking residents to sign up for
DNA screenings. In this scheme, the firms collect
consumers’ personal information under the pretense
of DNA testing to screen them for cancer, Alzheimer’s or other life-threatening diseases. Victims are
told Medicare will pay the costs. In fact, Medicare
pays for DNA testing only under certain very specific circumstances. The Medicare and Social Security
information is used by scammers to commit identity
theft and fraud. Seniors are urged to consult their
physicians about genetic testing.

City joins road salt consortium

Berea has opted to join the Brecksville Consortium, a
group of 11 suburbs that save money by purchasing
road salt at reduced prices. Delivery of salt through
the consortium is guaranteed within 24-72 hours. In
the past, the City has purchased salt through the state
with no guarantee on timely delivery. Service Director Paul Anzalone said that the current price per ton
of road salt through the state is $73.28. The price
through the Brecksville Consortium is $63.41.

Auxiliary police receive pay raise

Auxiliary police were given a pay hike from $12 an
hour to $14 an hour starting pay. After one year, the
rate goes to $18 per hour and after four years, to $20
per hour. The auxiliaries are unarmed and assist police with transporting prisoners, assisting with OVI
arrests by staying with vehicles until tow trucks arrive, conducting traffic control and other logistical
support during special events. Safety/Law Director
Barbara Jones said the pay raises would help retain
auxiliaries and attract qualified recruits. “We want to
recognize the importance they play in the safety forces,” she said. Berea has four to five auxiliaries at any
one time.

Council recognizes retiring
Wags 4 Kids founder

Wendy Nelson Crann, founder and executive director
of W.A.G.S. 4 Kids, retired at the end of June and
was honored with a special resolution from City
Council. Working Animals Giving Service for Kids
was started in 2004 by Crann and her late husband,
Ed Crann. They provide service dogs to children
with mobility issues and autism. The dogs are trained
through the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction’s Cell Dog Training Program.

Southwest hires
two new administrators

Southwest General has hired Christopher J. Burdon
as vice president and executive director of the Southwest Community Health Foundation. Previously, he
worked in development for University Hospitals.
Cheryl O’Malley is the hospital’s new Chief Transformation Officer/Vice President of Population
Growth. A nurse, O’Malley will work with health
care providers to provide care plans for patients after
discharge, especially those with chronic conditions.

Welcome Home, Chaplain Willie
Fifty years ago, Sgt. Willie Springer returned from
combat duty in Vietnam. No one was there to greet
him. He was met with stares and was spit upon at
Cleveland Hopkins Airport. He stopped at a bar on
his way home and someone poured beer on his gear.
He was mocked and laughed at.
Today, Chaplain Willie Springer heads up Berea’s
Veterans Outreach Office. He is always ready to
greet, talk to and counsel fellow vets. He never passes another veteran without a “Welcome Home,
Brother!”
Willie never received a proper Welcome Home himself. That is, until Berea threw a surprise party for
him at the Kiwanis Pavilion at Coe Lake on June 13,
2019 – 50 years to the day he stepped off that plane
in Cleveland.
“I am shocked,” Springer said as he approached the
Pavilion for what he thought was going to be a meeting with the Mayor. Well, Mayor Cyril Kleem and
his family were there but so were dozens of other
well-wishers – co-workers at City Hall, volunteers
with the Veterans Outreach Office, members of
American Legion Post 234 in Brunswick, police and
fire officials and Cleveland Browns alumni who also
volunteer with the Outreach Office. On hand were
retired Browns players Al Jenkins, Greg Pruitt, Cleo
Miller and Ben Davis, who is an Army vet himself.
“Welcome home,” they greeted Springer.
Channels 8 and 19 sent cameras and reporters to ensure that Greater Cleveland could join in the party,
which included pizza, wings and a celebratory cake.
A “Thank You for Your Service” card was signed by
friends and co-workers.

Army vet Willie Springer is welcomed home by
Korean War Air Force veteran Jim Slater.

“I never expected this,” Springer said. “I never got
this before. I can’t believe all these people would do
this for me.”
Springer served 14 months in Vietnam with the
Army’s 27/60th Engineering Company, known as the
Jungle-Eaters. The unit drove huge Rome Plows,
enhanced bulldozers that cleared the jungle overgrowth ahead of infantry troops. The Jungle-Eaters
dealt with swarms of insects, biting monkeys, artillery fire and temperatures upwards of 130 degrees.
They encountered tunnels filled with Viet Cong.
“People don’t realize what war is all about,” Springer
said. “Freedom is not free.”
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Legal Lines

(Information in Legal Lines is supplied by
the City of Berea Law Department)

Bike safely this summer

With summer upon us, bike riders can take advantage of the great weather and get out there and
bike through our amazing city. With that being said,
it’s always a good idea to review the various laws
that apply to bicycle riding, most of which are contained in Chapter 773 of the Berea Codified Ordinances.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

When riding a bicycle in the street, the rider must
ride on the right side of the roadway in a single file in
the same direction as the motor vehicle traffic. The
one exception to the single file requirement is on
paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive
use of bicycles.
While riding on the street, bicycle riders must obey
all traffic laws, which includes stopping at stop signs
and red lights.
When riding a bicycle, all riders must ride on the
regular attached seat and bicycle riders are limited to
the number of seats available.
Riding on handlebars is not only dangerous, but impermissible.
All bicycle riders under age 12 shall wear a protective helmet when riding a bike or as a passenger on a
bike.
Riders cannot carry anything on their bicycle that
would prevent them from using at least one hand on
the handlebars.
There is no prohibition for carrying a child in a seat
or trailer that is designed for carrying children and is
firmly and properly attached to the bicycle.
Bicycles cannot be attached to a vehicle and ridden
upon a roadway.
A front lamp and a back flashing or steady red light
are required from sunset to sunrise, or at any other
time when the natural light is insufficient.
Persons shall not operate a bicycle recklessly without
due regard for the safety and rights of pedestrians,
drivers and occupants, so as to endanger the life, limb
or property of any person while in the lawful use of
the streets or sidewalks.

Please share this list with your bike riding children
and anyone else you know who enjoys riding around
town. We want everyone to be safe out there and the
more you know, the safer you’ll be!
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MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked
hard to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to
work every day to deserve the honor and responsibility
you have given them.

Patrolman
James Swaffield

James Swaffield was raised
in Berea, where he grew up
playing Berea youth sports.
As a child, James loved playing outside and was quite
adventurous with interests in
recreational shooting, camping, fishing, and rock climbing. James was raised going
to Berea Baptist Church, and his life is still centered
on his faith and family. From a young age, James
knew he wanted to serve the community as either a
firefighter or police officer, as well as wanting to
join the military. Growing up, James was instilled
with a sense of duty, discipline, and commitment to
country, as well as a love for his fellow human being. This is no doubt due, in part, to the fact that
James’ grandfather, father, and brother, were all Marines. Also, James’ brother and father are/were both
police officers.
James graduated with honors from Berea High
School in 2009 where he was voted in the year book
as “most likely to save the day” and “most likely to
move away and never come back.” James did indeed
move away when he joined the Marine Corps after
graduating, where he was stationed in Orange County, Calif. Prior to moving, James married his high
school sweetheart. While in the Marines, James deployed to Afghanistan with 2/4 Echo Co. as a Joint
Fires Observer. He was honorably discharged in June
2013 and moved back home to Berea, where he completed EMT and Fire Academy at Tri-C, while working at Fin Feather Fur Outfitters. After deciding that
he wanted to serve the community in a different capacity than firefighting, he decided to complete the
police academy, where he immediately realized he
had found his calling, and was hired by the Berea

Fire Department open house features kids & hotdogs
While children clambered over fire trucks, Berea
firefighters roasted hotdogs and raised funds for
MDA (Muscular Dystrophy Association) during
a Fire Station open house over Memorial Day
weekend. Staffing the grill are, from the left, Assistant Chief Tom Emling, Lt. William Phelps,

Police Department in April 2015.
James was issued his father’s badge number, which
he considers a great honor. As a Berea police officer,
James loves serving and engaging the community he
grew up in. James is a Field Training Officer, and
was recently one of the officers chosen to serve on
the Berea Police Bicycle Unit, which he is looking
forward to. James hopes to someday earn a position
on the regional SWAT team (SEB), and become a
Range Officer.
Aside from being a police officer, James takes his
role of father and husband very seriously. James has
been married to his wife for 9 ½ years, and they have
three boys together, with a daughter due in July.
James and his wife enjoy a healthy lifestyle of lifting
weights at Powerhouse Gym in Berea, where James
trains for Powerlifting in the 165-pound weight class.
James hopes to someday have the total Powerlifting
record for the Ohio Police and Fire Games. James is
currently a full-time, online student at Liberty University, where he majors in Theology and Biblical
Studies. James still enjoys recreational and tactical
shooting, camping, and spending time with his family and friends. James is proud to serve the community that helped make him who he is today.

Berea hires new
firefighter/paramedic

Mike Kubec, Jim Ryba, Evan Mihacevich, who
chairs the Fill the Boot for MDA campaign,
Capt. Brett Stanislaw, Adam Labuda and Tom
Hummel III. In the meantime, Cruz, 3, of Berea
and Julie, 4, of Olmsted Falls explored the fire
equipment.

Mayor Cyril Kleem congratulates Berea’s newest
firefighter, John Boyd.

A new firefighter/paramedic was sworn in by Mayor
Cyril Kleem in June. John Boyd will take the place
of Firefighter Bob Magee, who is retiring.

THANK YOU 2019 SPEICAL EVENT SPONSORS

Boyd, who lives in Olmsted Falls with his wife and
three children, is a graduate of St. Ignatius High
School. He has a bachelor’s degree in biology from
Cleveland State. He is a graduate of the Cuyahoga
Community College Fire Academy and received paramedic training at Lorain County Community College.
He worked with his father for 10 years in the roofing
business but also was a part-time firefighter with
Sheffield Village and worked as an ER paramedic
for the Cleveland Clinic in Avon Lake.
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School district names
new superintendent

The Board of Education has
selected Tracy Wheeler as the
new superintendent of the Berea City School District.

Wheeler is the assistant superintendent of the Brunswick
Schools. She previously was
principal, assistant principal
and gifted coordinator at
Brunswick High School. The
Brunswick School District has
more than 7,20 students in grades pre-K through 12
with seven elementary schools, three middle schools
and one high school.
She has a bachelor’s degree from The Ohio State
University and her master’s from Cleveland State.
She obtained her superintendent licensure from Kent
State.
Wheeler will assume her duties on Aug. 1 and becomes the first woman to head the district. She replaces Michael Sheppard who has accepted a new
position as assistant superintendent of Polaris Career
Center.

High school memorial
bricks to be sold

Berea-Midpark High School is scheduled to be razed
beginning in the fall 2020 and be complete by the
spring 2021. Memorial bricks from the school will
be sold to benefit local organizations.
The Berea High School Alumni Association will sell
bricks bearing engraved plates with the name of the
school and dates. Proceeds will benefit the Alumni
Association’s scholarship fund, which each year
awards a $2,000 Berea Braves Scholarship to a graduating senior.
Berea resident Jon Kolozvary is organizing a campaign to sell bricks to benefit the Berea Historical
Society. Those reclaimed bricks will be stenciled
with “BHS 1926-2020.”
Prices are yet to be determined. For more information, contact the Alumni Association at bereahighalumni@gmail.com or (216) 513-7616 or the
Berea Historical Society at bereahistory@att.net or
(440) 243-2541.

BEREA HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

GOLF OUTING
Friday, July 19
Coppertop at Cherokee Hills
5740 Center Road (Route 303)
Valley City
Registration 8 a.m.
Shotgun Start 9 a.m.

$85 per person for four-person scramble
lunch & dinner
Raffle baskets – 50/50 raffle
$25 for dinner only

Entry forms at
www.berea.k12.oh.us/alumni
Proceeds benefit the Alumni Association
Scholarship Fund
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SCHOOL NEWS
Berea again named “Best”
for music education

The Berea City School District has been honored
with the Best Communities for Music Education designation from the NAMM Foundation. Now in its
20th year, the designation is awarded to districts that
demonstrate outstanding achievement in efforts to
provide music access and education to all students.
To qualify, the district supplied information on funding, graduation requirements, music class participation, instruction time, facilities and support for music
programs.

District receives finance awards

The Berea Schools has been awarded the Auditor of
State Award with Distinction for its annual financial
audit. It also received a Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Association of School
and Business Officials International.

Student wins 2nd place
in state essay contest

Vanessa Busler, a sixth-grade student at BereaMidpark Middle School, has placed second in a state
-wide essay contest sponsored by the Elks. The
theme of the essay contest was “What Makes You
Proud of America.” It was open to students in grades
5-8. Vanessa’s entry was one of three by BereaMidpark Middle School students to win at the Berea
Elks Lodge contest and to be submitted to the Northeast District for further review. She then advanced to
the state level.

Students inducted into
National Technical Honor Society

Thirty-eight Berea-Midpark High School students
were inducted into the National Technical Honor
Society at Polaris Career Center. To be eligible, students must earn all As in Polaris programs, maintain
a 95 percent attendance rate and maintain a 3.0 GPA
or higher. A total of 84 students were inducted from
all the districts served by Polaris.
The BMHS honorees were: Faith Brown, Baking &
Pastry Arts; Jared Bycznski, Construction Trades;
Nathaniel Greene, Electronics & Alternative Energy;
Michael Karpinski, Automotive Technology; Natalie
Knapik, Dental Assisting; Abigail Kovar, Cosmetology; Samantha Matese, Exercise Science & Rehab
Therapy; Edward McGowan,Precision CNC Machining; Makayla Michailuk, Criminal Justice; Anna
Miclau, Exercise Science & Rehab Therapy; Marissa
Montag, Cosmetology; Bradley Murtaugh, Criminal
Justice; Jacob Stack, Exercise Science & Rehab
Therapy; Mikaela Westfall, Medical Professions;
Emma Whipple, Cosmetology; Christina Bachie,
Biomedical Sciences; Charlee Bichara, Engineering;
Ashley Boledovic, Engineering; Christianna Brewer,
Engineering; Trevor Bycznski, Marketing & Entrepreneurship; DacyAnnah Clark, Biomedical Sciences; Audrey Cogar, Biomedical Sciences; Cynthia
Crichlow, Biomedical Sciences; Caden Dees, Engineering; Summer Husein, Biomedical Sciences;
James Jackson, Biomedical Sciences; Sydney Lantow, Biomedical Sciences; Benjamin Lubowicki,
Engineering; Kortney Mave, Biomedical Sciences;
Mikala Minerd, Biomedical Sciences; Olivia
Rentsch, Biomedical Sciences; Zachary Reynard,
Engineering; Callaghan Ruebensaal, Engineering;
Samantha Sanderson, Biomedical Sciences; Bridget
Satow, Engineering; Hannah Spence, Biomedical
Sciences; Molly Stackhouse, Marketing & Entrepreneurship; Gage Young, Marketing & Entrepreneurship.

School supplies needed

Berea is collecting school supplies for the children in the Berea City School District who are
clients of Berea Community Outreach. The donations can be dropped off at Smith School,
535 Wyleswood Drive by early August. Call
(440) 826-4891 for more information.
These items are needed:
• 1.5-inch binders
• 8-tab dividers for binders
• Highlighters
• Calculators (Tl-30Xii) (Tl-15) and (Tl-84
Plus Graphing)
• Glue Sticks
• Disinfectant Wipes
• Post It Notes
• Sharpies
• Black Expo Erasers
• Hand sanitizer
• Plastic pocket folders with prongs
• Wide and regular ruled notebooks
• Filler Paper (wide and regular ruled)
• Headphones, ear buds
• Ziploc plastic bags, gallon and quart sizes

CHILDREN’S SUMMER
LUNCH PROGRAM
Free boxed lunches
Noon – 1 p.m.
Monday-Friday
Through Aug. 16

St. Mary School
265 Baker St.
OR
People’s Community Church
631 N. Rocky River Drive
Intended for families in the Berea City School
District who are eligible for free or reduced price
lunches at school.
Sponsored by Berea Area Ministers Association
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BHS grad to debut new
book at Historical Society
ice cream social
Noted artist and author
Mickey Sego, BHS
1957, will introduce his
latest book, “Berea at
Mid-20th
Century,”
during the Fourth of
July celebrations at the
Berea Historical Society.
Sego will sign copies
of this new book as
well as copies of his
earlier book, “Then
There Was None,” a
This Mickey Sego editorial
history of the Berea
quarries. He will be at cartoon called “Free Press”
was published in the BW
the Historical Society,
Exponent in 1961.
118 E. Bridge St., from
1-4 p.m., July 4 during the Society’s annual Ice
Cream Social.
Also on the Fourth, the society is again hosting Lolly
the Trolley tours with Dennis Kushlak from 1:303:30 p.m. Tickets are $5. Call the society at (440)
243-2541 for reservations.
Berea Animal Rescue Friends will be on hand with
adoptable dogs and cats looking for a forever home.
Sego said the debut of his book of nearly 200 editorial and sports cartoons would commemorate the 60th
anniversary of the society, which was founded by
Dorothy Marks McKelvey in 1959.
Sego was the cartoonist for the Berea High Focus,
Baldwin Wallace Exponent, Western Reserve Tribune and The Ohio State University Lantern, among
other publications. He was the editorial and sports
cartoonist for the Berea News during the 1950s and
‘60s.
Sego said the collected artwork in his latest book is
“a story about Berea itself for a quarter century as
well as the outside events that affected it.” The cartoons are accompanied by a narrative that focuses on
people and events that made Berea a great place to
live.
“Berea at Mid-20th Century” sells for $15. Proceeds
from the sale will benefit the Historical Society.
Sego is a retired political science professor from
Cuyahoga Community College. He and his wife, Arlene, operate the Art-cade Gallery in Williamsburg,
Va.
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City honors Eagle Scout
Ryan O’Flanagan has been a volunteer at Grindstone
Elementary School for the past three years, so when it
came time to plan his Eagle Scout service project,
Ryan opted to help out the kindergarten class.
He and fellow Scouts in Troop 215 sponsored by Elks
Lodge 1815 designed and built wheeled bookcases
and curtains for teacher John Kruggel’s classroom.
The project took a total of 168 volunteer hours to
complete. Kruggel is Ryan’s former first-grade teacher.
Berea honored Ryan at a City Council meeting in May
with a special resolution recognizing his achievements. Ryan told Council, “This really means a lot to
me.”
Ryan graduated in June from Berea-Midpark High
School, where he was a member of Junior Statesmen
of America, assisted with the Coe Lake Outdoor Science Education Program, and was a LINK leader,
mentoring younger students.
He was Senior Patrol Leader with Troop 215 and is
assistant Scoutmaster.

Mayor Cyril Kleem presents Eagle Scout Ryan O’Flanagan
with a Resolution, commending Ryan for his achievements.

Ryan plans to attend Findlay University this fall to
major in early childhood education. He is the son of
Delett and Terry O’Flanagan of Berea and grandson
of Lola and Charles Kugel.

Student essays give feedback on police/community relations
How can police officers work better with the community was the question the Berea Police Department asked students.
Police sponsored an essay contest asking middle
schoolers and high schoolers for feedback and suggestions. The four winners were honored at a City
Council meeting in May.
The students’ ideas ranged from police attending
block parties to conducting classes on gun safety.
Winners in the 7th-8th grade category were Molly
Waters, first place, St. Mary School; Megan Slattery,
second place, St. Mary School; and Luke Day, third
place, St. Bartholomew School. High school winner
was Aiden Adja, 10th grade at Berea-Midpark High
School. The contest was open to all students in public and parochial schools within the Berea City
School District.
The winners received cash prizes donated by the Berea Police Benefit Fund.
Rev. Patrick Hunt, a police department chaplain and
pastor of Heritage Congregational Church, and John
Betterson of American Legion Post 91 were the
judges.
Chief Joe Grecol said the department received
around 80 entries. “The decision was not an easy
one,” he said. “The students shared unique ideas and
came up with solutions and quoted statistics.”
Most of the suggestions involved expanded use of
social media. Plus, Molly suggested more one-onone time between officers and children to ensure kids

Winners of the Police Essay Contest are, from the left, Megan Slattery, Molly Waters and Aiden Adja. Luke Day was
unable to attend. Congratulating the students are Mayor
Cyril Kleem, Police Chief Joe Grecol and Officer Joe
Frimel of the Community Engagement Unit.

are comfortable contacting police in an emergency.
Megan touted National Night Out where police and
residents get to know each other at a communitywide party with food and entertainment and visits in
police cruisers. Luke encouraged officers to build a
good public image by attending community events
and learning what residents expect. Aiden urged
transparency. Enable residents to post concerns on a
department web site, post police reports and hold an
open forum to discuss issues, she wrote.
Grecol said the suggestions will be studied to see
which can be implemented. “Your age group holds
the most promise,” Grecol told the students. “When
we talk to the community, we want to hear from
you.”

News from the Pews
(A new monthly feature highlighting local churches.
Send items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of
the month)

p.m., Saturday, Aug. 3. For more information, call
(440) 234-6830 or visit www.saintadalbertparish.org.

July 18: Musical Explorations with Hal Walker. Activities for children.

Mount Zion hosts picnic, service at Coe Lake

Christ United offers
summer programs for families

July 25: The Civil War, Then and Now with Jeff
Smith, a reenactor with the 8th Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Pastor Donald Warren of Mount Zion Baptist Church
invites the community to a church service at Coe
Lake Park at 11 a.m. Sunday, July 28. Bring a picnic
lunch and a grill, if needed, for an old-fashioned picnic in the Pavilion following the service. There will
be games and fellowship. The service will kick off
the church’s celebration of its 90th anniversary.

St. Adalbert hosts wine tasting

St. Adalbert Church is hosting a wine-tasting 6-9

Christ United Church, 23114 West Road, is offering
a series of educational programs on Thursday evenings this summer. Dinner is at 6 p.m. followed by
the program at 6:45 p.m. Two of the programs offer
activities for children.
July 11: Responding to Gun Violence: Thoughts.
Prayers. Action. Change. With Rev. Kristine Eggert,
co-founder of God Before Guns.

Aug. 1: North Coast Birding News with Ken Gober,
a retired naturalist with the Cleveland Metroparks.
Activities for children.
Aug. 8: Egypt: Reality Checks and Revolution with
Revs. Cinda and Steve Gorman, former missionaries
in Egypt.

Monthly Berean

Page 6

At the Library
Storybook Adventure returns
to Coe Lake

Wander through an interactive story walk surrounding
Coe Lake and enjoy a variety of tales and activities
inspired by storybook characters. 1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, July 31.

Grand Slam Summer Reading Program
Is in full swing & runs through Aug. 3.
It’s not too late to sign up!
Reservations are requested for all programs except
weekly children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other programs in
July at the Berea Branch are:

FOR ADULTS

Legacy of Apollo: The Greatest Leap - Great Lakes
Science Center celebrates the 50th anniversary of the
Apollo 11 mission to the moon. Journey through the
early days of spaceflight, tragedies, triumphs, and future plans for spaceflight. 2 p.m., Saturday, July 13.
How To Save What Matters: Preserving Family
Records - Learn the basics of digital preservation
when working with family items such as photos, slides
and documents. Presented by BWU Archivist Keith
Peppers and sponsored by Friends of the Berea Library. 6:30 p.m., Monday, July 22.
Digital Learning Lab: Consumer Reports and
Lynda.com - Join us for an exploration of eResources
available free with your library card! You'll need your
library card number, PIN and an email address. 6:30
p.m., Thursday, July 25.

Berea celebrates Flag Day

FOR TWEENS and TEENS

Middle School Book Discussion (Grades 6-8)
Books will be available at the check-out desk. Registration Required. 1:30 p.m., Wednesday, July 10 &
Wednesday, July 24.
Interactive Mystery (Grades 6-12) Follow the
clues, solve the puzzles, and unlock the mystery in
this escape room-style challenge. Choose one of two
times. Registration required. 3-4 p.m. OR 7-8 p.m.,
Tuesday, July 23.

FOR CHILDREN

Weekly Children’s Storytimes run throughout the
month of July. Call (440) 234-5475 or visit cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and ages. Storytimes are available for children from birth through
age five. Registration is not required for weekly storytimes.
Music & Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years with
a caregiver) Enjoy a high-energy session of music
and movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and
more. Registration required. 3:30 p.m., Monday, July 8.
Lunch Bunch Book Club (Grades 5-6) Pack a
lunch and join us for a lively discussion of a great
book. On July 9, we will discuss Trouble Don’t Last
by Shelley Pearsall and on July 23, we will discuss
Restart by Gordan Korman. Copies of each title will
be available at the at the Berea Branch Library. Registration required. 1:30 p.m., Tuesdays, July 9 &
July 23.

Drop In Tech Lab: Drop in for a Tech Lab especially
for beginners! Bring your own device or use one of
ours. Librarians will be available to answer your technology questions. No registration required. 2-4 p.m.,
Thursday, July 25.

Little Bookworms Book Club (Grades 3-4) On July
11, we will discuss Bob by Wendy Mass and Rebecca Stead and on July 25, we will discuss The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Skene Catling. Copies of each
title will be available at the at the Berea Branch Library. Registration required. 2:00 p.m., Thursdays,
July 11 and July 25.

The Beatles: Off the Record - Rick Iacoboni shares
behind-the-scenes stories and live acoustical guitar
interpretations showing how Beatles songs were written, recorded and performed. 7 p.m., Monday, July
29.

Scales and Tails of Ohio (Families) Reptile friends
for a fun and interactive visit. Registration required.
2 p.m., Saturday, July 20.

Eat the Words - Cookbook Discussion Group: Copies of the book will be available at the check-out desk
one month before the discussion. 2 p.m., Tuesday,
July 30.

Kiwanis Read Around the World 2019 (Children
of all ages) Join Berea Kiwanis for a reading celebration and a craft! Each child attending will receive a
free book to take home. 2:30-4:30 p.m., Saturday,
July 20.

Haven, 9, and her sister, Amelia, 5, of Berea design thank you
notes for veterans during Berea’s Flag Day celebration.

Hotdogs, beans and chili were on the menu as residents were invited to observe Flag Day on Friday,
June 14 at Coe Lake Park.
Sponsored by the City of Berea and the Veterans
Outreach Office, the celebration included the Pledge,
a prayer and singing of “America the Beautiful.”
Visitors were given American Legion Auxiliary poppies and Veterans Outreach pencils and cards.
Children decorated and wrote thank you notes to
vets, which will be distributed during the annual Veterans Picnic in August.
There were also raffles for a number of items, including a U.S. Flag, a beach lounge chair, folding
chairs and a cooler.
Flag Day commemorates the adoption of the flag in
1777 by the Continental Congress. In 1916, President
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June 14 as the first
Flag Day and in 1949, the U.S. Congress made it an
official observance.
June 14 also marks the birthday of the U.S. Army,
which was established in 1775.
Flag Day is for all citizens to observe not just veterans and military, but Mayor Cyril Kleem said he
wanted particularly to thank vets for their service to
the Flag and their country. “If you haven’t been welcomed home yet, let us thank you and welcome you
home now,” he told veterans at the celebration.
Catering was by Four Seasons Catering.
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Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities
and resources for military veterans.
Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Grindstone parade
will honor Vietnam veterans

The Grindstone Festival parade on Friday, July 5 will
honor Vietnam veterans. Vets will be invited to ride
on a special float, recognizing the end of the Vietnam
War. Vietnam vets who would like to take part in the
parade can contact Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office
at (440) 973-4567 or veterans@cityofberea.org.

Vietnam Moving Wall coming to Wellington

The Vietnam Moving Wall will be on display in Wellington from July 11-15 through a joint effort of VFW
Post 6941 and the American Legion. The Wall is provided by Vietnam Combat Veterans Ltd. of White
Pine, Mich., and is a half-size replica of the Veterans
Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C. The Wall will
be erected at Union School Park on South Main Street
on the site of the former McCormick Middle School.

Ohio Flags of Honor on display in Brook Park

Ohio Flags of Honor will visit Brook Park July 12-14.
The display will be set up in the area by Brook Park
City Hall, 6161 Engle Road. Opening ceremony will
be 6 p.m., July 12 with the closing ceremony at 3
p.m. on July 14. The display honors those men and
women service members who lost their lives in the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Lady vets invited to lunch

Veterans Breakfast
Club & Chat

10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, July 20, 2019
Berea Recreation Center
Active Senior Network Room
451 Front St.
Meets Monthly
Egg Wraps, Coffee, Donuts, Muffins, Hash
Browns

Free

RSVP to Chaplain Willie Springer
Office of Veterans Outreach
wspringer@cityofberea.org
(440) 973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect.

No Veteran Walks Alone

Women veterans are invited to dinner at Lager Heads
Smokehouse, 2832 Abbeville Road in Medina at 7
p.m. on Friday, July 26. The dinner is part of monthly
social get-togethers for lady vets hosted by Medina
County Women of the Military. Check out Facebook
for more information or contact President Aneta Mullins, an Army veteran of Iraq, at ducu19@yahoo.com.

Ohio Women Veterans Conference
set for August

The biennial Women Veterans Conference will be
Saturday, Aug. 10 at the Ohio Union on the campus
of The Ohio State University. There will be an optional Mix, Muster & Mingle throughout Columbus
on Friday, Aug. 9. Friday activities include tours of
the Ohio Statehouse and the new National Veterans
Memorial & Museum, dinner at the Hofbräuhaus and
a Columbus Clippers baseball game. Breakout sessions at the conference will include Cultural Change
in the Military and Civilian Sectors, Maximizing Education Benefits and Veteran Entrepreneurs, among
12 selections. Register at dvs.ohio.gov.

VA introduces Mission Act

The VA’s new Mission Act aims to improve veteran
access to care in the community. The new eligibility
rules went into effect in June. Those rules include
service not available at a VA medical facility, the average drive time for primary care or mental health
care is more than 30 minutes or appointment wait
time is more than 20 days. For a complete list of criteria, go to www.va.gov/communitycare.

Vietnam unit to hold
reunion in Berea

In Vietnam, the 27/60th Engineering Company Land
Clearing units were known as Jungle-Eaters. They
cleared the way for the infantry, destroying the enemy’s
cover – the thick tropical jungle. Driving heavy equipment called Rome Plows, the soldiers also fought insects, snakes, biting monkeys, artillery fire and Agent
Orange as well as temperatures that could reach 130
degrees.
Fifty of those Jungle-Eaters from throughout the U.S.
will come to Berea in August for a reunion, brotherhood and healing.
For many, war followed them home. They dealt with
PTSD, complications from Agent Orange, alcoholism,
mental health issues, and haunting memories of Vietnam. To assist with healing, the Land Clearing Units
decided to reunite every other year in various location
across the country.
Serving 14 months in Vietnam as a Jungle Eater, Berea’s Veteran Outreach Coordinator, Chaplain Willie
Springer has assisted as the chaplain for these reunions.
While at last year’s gathering in Colorado, he pitched
the idea for an off-year reunion in Ohio. The 27/60th
Unit liked the idea and the city of Berea opened its
doors.
Rome Plows are named for the manufacturer, Rome
Plow Co., based in Georgia. Rome Plows were large,
specially modified armored bulldozers. They were
equipped with very sharp “stinger blades” that weighed
more than two tons. Rome Plows were mounted on Caterpillar D7E bulldozers. The general sales manager,
Steve Arrington, who served in Vietnam 1967-68, also
will attend the reunion.
The Jungle Eaters will arrive on Aug. 7 with accommodations at the Crowne Plaza in Middleburgh Heights.
On the 8th, they will tour the Browns Training Facility
and end the day with the annual Veterans Picnic at Coe
Lake. NASA will provide a tour of its facility on the
9th. That night they will attend a private Meet & Greet
at Coe Lake Pavilion followed by a Memorial Service
in remembrance of those comrades who are no longer
with them. Chaplain Willie promises a Memorial Service like no other, with 160 floating lanterns placed in
Coe Lake, one for each comrade that has passed. The
final day on the 10th ends with a dinner at the 100th
Bomb Group Restaurant.
According to Chaplain Willie, “The guys, look forward
to this event. It not only provides brotherhood and storytelling, it is a time of healing.”
Helping with arrangements for the reunion
are
Mayor
Cyril
Kleem, VFW Post
6676, American Legion
Post 234, Mike’s Bar &
Grill, Johnnie Clough
and 4 Seasons Cater- Rome Plows were used to clear
ing.
jungles in South Vietnam. When

fully equipped, the plows weighed
more than 48,000 pounds.

Berea vet prints love letter to his late wife
Air Force veteran Ed Caraszi met his wife, Lilly,
while he was stationed at Kindley AFB, Bermuda in
1952. It was a blind date. and she returned to the
States the next day. Not to be deterred, Caraszi wrote
her letters almost daily. The story of their longdistance courtship was printed in “The Examiner” as
part of the publication’s “True Love” series.
Lilly was a tourist on Bermuda and wanted to go
dancing on her last night on the island. Ed borrowed

$20 and they triple dated with two other couples at a
place called “Angel’s Grotto. “The moon worked its
magic,” Caraszi wrote and by the end of the night he
told his new friend that he planned to marry her. “Of
course, she thought I was crazy or drunk,” Caraszi
wrote. He persisted. He proposed in person while on
leave for Christmas. After a transfer to Bangor,
Maine, he gave her an engagement ring to make it
official. They were married on Jan. 2, 1954, and

spent their honeymoon in Niagara Falls, “which is
truly breathtaking in winter,” Caraszi said. Twin
boys were born in 1956.
“And so, my Bermuda Lilly, I’m telling the world
our love story,” Caraszi wrote as he finished his story. Lilly passed away in 2010 after 66 years of marriage, “leaving a tremendous void in my life,” he
said.
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July 2: Cruise-in. 5-8 p.m., Mootown Creamery, 437 W.
Bagley Road. Free. 50/50 Raffle benefits local charities.
Every Tuesday.
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July 2: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus. 6:30
p.m., Berea Branch Library. “The Green New Deal: Addressing Climate Chaos,” with the NE Ohio Coalition for a
Green New Deal.

(440) 826-5800

www.cityofberea.org

July 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY.
July 4: Berea Historical Society Ice Cream Social. 1-4
p.m. Lolly the Trolley tours, 1:30-3:30 p.m., $5. Berea
Animal Rescue Friends with adoptable pets will be on site.
Mickey Sego will sign his latest book with all proceeds
going to the Historical Society. Mahler Museum, 118 E.
Bridge St., (440) 243-2541.
July 4-6: Grindstone Festival. 4-10 p.m., Coe Lake Park.
Free.
July 7: Car Show. 5-9 p.m., Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall. Every Sunday.
July 9: Cruise-in: 5-8 p.m., Mootown Creamery, 437 W.
Bagley Road. Free. 50/50 Raffle benefits local charities.
Every Tuesday.
July 14: Car Show. 5-9 p.m., Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall. Every Sunday.
July 16: Dr. Michael Roizen, “Tips for Reducing Your
Risk of Alzheimer’s & Dementia,” 11 a.m., Smith
School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. Free.
July 16: Cruise-in. 5-8 p.m., Mootown Creamery, 437 W.
Bagley Road. Free. 50/50 Raffle benefits local charities.
Every Tuesday.
July 16: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
July 18: Notable Night. 6-8 p.m., Berea Chamber of
Commerce fundraiser, BW Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49
Seminary St. Tickets, $25, www.bereachamber.org.
July 19: Bulk Trash Day
July 19: Berea High Alumni Association Golf Outing. 8
a.m. registration, 9 a.m. shotgun start, Coppertop at Cherokee Hills Golf Course, 5740 Center Road, Valley City.
$85, www.berea.k12.oh.us/bhsalumni.
July 19: Berea High All-Class Reunion. 6 p.m., Polish
Village neighborhood, corner of Pulaski & Berea streets.
July 20: Veterans Breakfast Club. 10 a.m. to noon, Berea Recreation Center. Free.
July 20: Madzy Football Reunion. Players, coaches,
cheerleaders, trainers, parents involved during the Coach
Tom Madzy era are invited, 1 p.m., Tony K’s
Bar & Grille, 841 W. Bagley Road.
July 21: Car Show. 5-9 p.m., Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall. Every Sunday.
July 23: Cruise-in: 5-8 p.m., Mootown Creamery, 437 W.
Bagley Road. Free. Bike Night. 50/50 Raffle benefits local
charities. Every Tuesday.
July 27: Jason Malone Scholarship Golf Outing.
Shotgun Start 7:30 a.m., Coppertop at Cherokee Hills,
5740
Center
Road,
Valley
City.
$85,
www.jasonmalonescholarship.com.

Renee Betterson of Berea delivered the keynote address
at Memorial Day ceremonies. She also was parade
grand marshal.

Renee Betterson has just finished her freshman year
at Cleveland State but she packed a lot of wisdom and
patriotism into her keynote address at Berea’s 151st
Memorial Day observances.
Renee is no stranger to the military. Her father, Dr.
John Betterson, is retired from the Air Force and is a
member of American Legion Post 91’s honor guard.
Renee has won honors at the American Legion’s National Oratorical Contest.
“Years ago, my father was deployed to the Middle
East,” Renee told the crowd gathered at McKelvey
Park in downtown Berea. “Mom gave each of us kids
a pillow with a photo of Dad in uniform. I slept with
that and it comforted me.”
“We were the lucky ones,” she continued. John Betterson came home. “I could hug him for real,” she
said. “There were other families that had only pillows
and photos to remember.”
“Today let us remember those who sacrificed to give
us the gift of freedom and democracy. Tomorrow let
us live our lives so that we honor the lives lost,” said
Renee, who comes from a family of seven children,
all home-schooled.

20th Annual

American Legion Post 91 organized the ceremony
and the parade through downtown Berea. The observances included a 21-gun salute and the placing of
wreaths in memory of those who lost their lives in all
wars from the Civil War through the Iraq War. World
War II Navy veteran Tom Goebel, 93, read the list of
names of Berea military who died in battle.

Thursday, July 11

July 27-28: Self-Defense on Campus. 10-11 a.m., July 27
or 7-8 p.m., July 28 for those 14 years and older. $15. Lifeworks of Southwest General, 7390 Old Oak Blvd., Middleburg Heights. Register at LifeWorks or call (440) 8164202.

Mayor Cyril Kleem said the symbols of Memorial
Day, including the traditional American Legion poppies, have a deeper meaning. The mayor’s father,
John Kleem, a World War II veteran, passed away
last year on Memorial Day. “When he passed, he was
wearing a poppy,” the mayor said. “Many men in his
unit did not come home. Many of us here have family
and colleagues who did not come home.

July 28: Church in the Park. 11 a.m., Coe Lake. Service
& picnic hosted by Mount Zion Baptist Church. Bring a
picnic lunch & grill, if needed.

“Let’s remember that,” Kleem said. “Wear that poppy
with pride and remember the dedication of those it
symbolizes.”

July 28: Car Show. 5-9 p.m., Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall. Every Sunday.

The ceremony concluded with Taps followed by
“Amazing Grace” performed by bagpiper Bruce Connor of the Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Drum & Bugle
Corps. Nancy Doutt of the Post 91 Auxiliary sang
“God Bless the U.S.A.” Janet Koch, also of the Auxiliary, rendered “America the Beautiful.”

July 30: Cruise-in: 5-8 p.m., Mootown Creamery, 437 W.
Bagley Road. Free. 50/50 Raffle benefits local charities.
Every Tuesday.

Kiwanis Pavilion
at Coe Lake Park
Dinner: 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Live Music: The Good Knights Band
FREE for Berea Residents
$5 non-Berea residents
Rain Location: United Methodist Church, 170
Seminary St.
*Registration is required to receive a box lunch

Register by: July 5
Contact Michelle Skutt

at (440) 234-6170
Mon. – Thur. from 7:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

