December 2019

Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
Berea’s annual Jack Frost
Festival of Lights kicks
off the winter holiday season in our community.
This year, the Festival
will be 5-9 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 7 in downtown
Berea.
Look for a few extra
perks.
After the parade, treelighting and fireworks, there will a special light
display on the sides of downtown buildings. That
will be followed by all sorts of fun activities at
Coe Lake Park. There will be photos with Santa,
a skating rink, inflatables, carolers, food vendors
and free cookies passed out by the Rotary Club
of Berea and the Rotaractors of Baldwin Wallace
University.
Remember that to take part in the parade, you
must pre-register. Please call Megan at City Hall,
(440) 274-5608 or mpochatek@cityofberea.org.
The Jack Frost Festival is a fun and safe way to
welcome winter and the holidays. December ushers in what can be a hectic round of gift-buying
and giving, visiting friends and relatives, and parties. But the main focus is our observances of
Christmas, Chanukah and Kwanzaa.
Whatever holiday you celebrate, please join me
and my family as we Light Up Berea. Have a
joyous holiday season and a peaceful New Year.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
Door-to-Door Caroling
In Berea Neighborhoods
6-9 p.m., Friday, Dec. 13

Meet at Father Garrity Center
St. Mary Catholic Church
250 Kraft St.
At 5:30 p.m.
Refreshments & transportation provided
Any families, seniors or homebound
residents that would like carolers to stop by,
please RSVP to:
Berea Community Outreach
Natalie Guzzo, (440) 826-4891
Our Facebook, Twitter &
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio

www.cityofberea.org

Saturday, Dec. 7

|

5-9 pm

Parade

tree lighting

pics with santa

activities

Step-off
5:30 PM

After Parade
Approx. 6:30 PM

After Parade
Approx. 6:30 PM

Coe Lake Park
5-9 PM

The traditional Light Up Berea Parade will kick
off the event at 5:30 p.m. After, we will light
our Downtown Berea Christmas Tree near the
clocktower!
Just a short walk to Coe Lake you will find
fun activities for the whole family to enjoy
including pictures with Santa, character meet
& greet, food vendors, ice sculptures,
inflatables, carolers, crafts & more!
CONTACT:
Megan Pochatek
Event Coordinator
mpochatek@cityofberea.org or (440) 274-5608
Norma Kleem
Parade Organizer
nkleem@yahoo.com

THANK YOU 2019 EVENT SPONSORS!

Parade
map
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, Dec. 20

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects
that will not fit into the regular blue trash container.
Questions: Call Republic Services at (800) 433-1309

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays,
curbside trash pickup will be delayed those weeks.
Trash will be picked up:

Saturday, Dec. 28
Saturday, Jan. 4

Recycling Tip of the Month
Recycling after the holidays

After Christmas, Chanukah and New Year’s are
over, we’re left with lots of leftover “stuff.” Much of
it can be recycled. Here’s what we can place in the
green recycling bin:
• Postcards and greeting cards
• Wrapping paper, including the cardboard tube
• Paper shopping bags
• Junk mail
DO NOT RECYCLE these items:
• Ribbons and bows
• Paper cups, plates or napkins
• Plastic utensils
• Food or candy wrappers
• Photographs

Christmas Tree
& Light Recycling

Recycle Christmas Lights

Dec. 16 – Jan. 17
Berea Recreation Center
451 Front St.
Strings of lights – power strips – extension
cords
NO tinsel, bubble lights or snow spray

**

Republic Services will pick up
trees for composting
Jan. 10 and Jan. 17
Leave at curbside
No tinsel, no lights, no tree stands
Do NOT place in plastic bags

Questions, call the Service Garage
(440) 826-5853
Or e-mail
servicegarage@cityofberea.org

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of
Berea and is distributed to residents, organizations and
businesses in Berea.
Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

4-year-old wins scooter for being good
Sam Videc, 4, is the proud rider of a brand new
scooter courtesy of Mootown Creamery – all for being “ticketed” by the Berea Police for being good.
This summer, Mootown Creamery partnered with
Berea Police to reward kids for doing good deeds,
such as helping mom and dad or wearing a helmet
while riding their bikes.
More than 40 children were given “tickets” that
could be redeemed for a scoop of ice cream at Mootown. At the end of the season, Mootown owner Angela Brooks hosted an ice cream social at her store in
West Valley Plaza. All of the ticketed kids’ names
were placed in a bowl for a drawing for a Razor
scooter. Police Officer Joe Frimel pulled Sam’s
name.
Brooks said she began the ticketing program as a
way to get more involved in the community. “When
you own an ice cream shop, you feel obligated,” she
said. Brooks also partnered with the Berea Schools to
reward elementary students in the Bucket Filling
Program. Those students are given ice cream coupons for doing good deeds in school.

Mootown also hosted
cruise-ins this summer
with local organizations
invited to sell 50/50 raffle
tickets with half the proceeds going to the organization and half to the winner.
Brooks said the City, Police and other neighboring
businesses,
such
as
Marco’s Pizza, Maya restaurant and Laser Wash,
“have been very supportive.” As was her daughter,
Annabelle Dickerson, 11,
who handled face-painting Sam Videc, 4, receives his
duties during the ice cream Razor scooter at Mootown
Creamery.
social. There was a Spinthe-Wheel game for prizes
and FoosBall, too.
Mootown Creamery is at 437 W. Bagley Road.

News Briefs
City applies for grant
to pave Wyleswood

The City is applying for $150,000 in grant funds to
improve Wyleswood Drive from Fair Street to
Woodmere Drive. The project would include resurfacing the road, improving drainage ditches and
driveway culverts and replacing sidewalks as needed.
If the Community Development Block Grant funds
are awarded, construction will take place in 2020.

Berea police go shaveless in November

Berea police officers may look a little hairy this fall.
Officers are taking part in No Shave November,

which often extends into December, to raise money
for police charities. Five dollars is deducted from
paychecks and deposited in the Berea Police Benefit
Fund for each No Shave officer. Last year, the campaign raised more than $1,200 for Shop with a Cop,
Feed a Family and other local charities. Best Beard
Award for 2018 went to Patrolman Todd Romance,
who is attempting to defend his title.

Historical Society closes for the season

The office of the Berea Historical Society will close
for the season on Friday, Dec. 20 and will reopen in
2020. The Society’s Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge
St., will maintain holiday hours 2-4 p.m. on Dec. 22
and Dec. 23 when the gift shop will be open.

Mary Ashbrook honored with Heritage Award
Former Berea City Council President and community
activist Mary Ashbrook received the Grindstone Heritage Award for 2019 from the Berea Historical Society on Oct. 23.
The award is presented posthumously to Bereans
who contributed in some significant way to the community. Recipients must have been deceased for at
least five years before they are considered for the
award.
Mary Elizabeth Pickering Hemphill Ashbrook (19222013) was born in Baltimore, Md., and graduated
from Bryn Mawr College in 1944 with a degree in
English literature. She worked for advertising agencies in Philadelphia and Chicago before marrying
Richard Ashbrook in 1949. Together they volunteered and led organizations supporting voting rights,
fair housing and civil rights.
After moving to Berea in 1968, she co-founded the
Berea Youth Emergency Aid to provide a safe haven
for teen-agers. The Ashbrooks also were foster parents and opened their home to many international
students. Mary was president of the Berea Council
on Human Relations and active with PTA.
She earned a master’s degree in education from Case
Western Reserve University in 1963 and worked as a

photographer and reporter
for the News Sun. She
volunteered for many political campaigns and in
1971 served as campaign
manager for a nonpartisan slate, all but one
of whom were elected.
Mary was elected to City
Council in her own right
as Ward 1 representative
in 1978. In 1983, she was
elected a council member
-at-large. She became
president of council in 1986 and served three terms.
She helped found Berea Arts Fest and was active in
many local civic organizations including the Berea
Board of Ethics, Berea Community Center, League
of Women Voters, the Berea Area Historical Society
and NAACP.
She and her husband were parents to six daughters.
Dick Ashbrook passed away in 2008. Mary died at
Kendal at Oberlin retirement community on Sept. 2,
2013.
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Sewer district rates will
increase in 2020

Beginning in January, the North East Ohio Regional
Sewer District rates will increase. It is part of a sixyear plan to increase rates every year through 2021.
The new rates will be reflected on the quarterly bills
sent to residents by the City of Berea Water Billing
Department. City of Berea rates will not change. The
NEORSD charges are included in the Berea water
bill as a convenience for residents. Instead of paying
two bills, they pay just one. The City of Berea passes
the NEORSD charges along to that agency.
The 2020 NEORSD regular charges will be $13.43
per thousand gallons plus a quarterly base charge of
$23.85. The charge for those with a Homestead Exemption will be $8.07 per thousand gallons plus
$14.25 quarterly base charge.
Questions or comments, call the sewer district’s customer service line at (216) 881-8247.

City Council will see
four new faces
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2019 - 2020 WATER/SEWER QUARTERLY COMPARISON RATES
Regular Rates
2019
5 Th Gallons
$
20.45
6.65
6.00

Berea Water
Berea Sewer
Berea Meter Fee

NEORSD Sewer
NEORSD Base
Total Bill $

Berea Water
Berea Sewer
Berea Meter Fee

The winners include a new City Council president
and three new ward council representatives. The
newcomers are indicated below with *.
Election Results:
Mayor: Cyril Kleem
City Council President: Jeff Dettmer*
Ward 1: Leon Dozier*
Ward 2: Christopher McManis*
Ward 3: Jim Maxwell
Ward 4: Kim Smith*
Ward 5: Rick Skoczen
Members-at-Large: Bill DeVito, Gene Zacharyasz
The mayor and council members will be sworn into
office in January.

65th Annual Berea Kiwanis

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE
FESTIVAL
Sunday, Dec. 8 at 8 a.m. 2 p.m.
Berea-Midpark High School
All you can eat- $7
Kids 5 and under are FREE

Music by Marlyda & David Millen
Crafts & digital photos with Santa

$

67.15
23.85
124.10

15 Th Gallons
$
69.00
19.95
6.00

15 Th Gallons
$
69.00
19.95
6.00

190.05
19.05
304.05

201.45
23.85
320.25

Berea Water
Berea Sewer
Berea Meter Fee

30 Th Gallons
$
143.40
39.90
6.00

30 Th Gallons
$
143.40
39.90
6.00

380.10
19.05
588.45

402.90
23.85
616.05

NEORSD Sewer
NEORSD Base
Total Bill

$

$

$

$

38.05
11.40
79.80

15 Th Gallons
$
62.05
17.85
6.00

$

114.15
11.40
211.45

30 Th Gallons
$
128.95
35.70
6.00

$

228.30
11.40
410.35

$

40.35
14.25
84.95

15 Th Gallons
$
62.05
$
17.85
$
6.00

$

121.05
14.25
221.20

30 Th Gallons
$
128.95
35.70
6.00

$

242.10
14.25
427.00

*Homestead/Affordability qualification determined by Cuyahoga County Homestead Qualification requirements.

Blended Rates
Customer with billing date of 12.31.19 - Oct, Nov, Dec 2019 Rates
Customer with billing date of 01.31.20 - Nov, Dec billed 2019 Rates and January billed 2020 Rates
Customer with billing date of 02.28.20 - Dec billed 2019 Rates and January, February billed 2020 Rates
Customer with billing date of 03.31.20 and on - All months billed at 2020 Rates

NEORSD WASTE WATER SEWER RATES
per Thousand Gallons
Regular
Reduced

Issue 13: Southwest General Health Center. Renewal of a five-year, 1-mill operating levy. Cost to the
owner of a $100,000 home is $5.90 in property taxes. FOR – 72 percent to 28 percent. Issue also passed
in Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls and Strongsville.
Issue 6: Cuyahoga County. Proposed charter amendment to regulate appointment of the county sheriff.
YES - 75 percent to 25 percent.

63.35
19.05
115.50

$

Berea Board of Education: Cori Farris and Neal
Postel.
Issue 3: Cuyahoga Community College. Renewal of
a 1.9-mill operating levy plus an additional 0.4 mill
for a total of 2.3 mills. Cost to the owner of a
$100,000 home is $66.40 a year in property taxes.
FOR – 64 percent to 36 percent.

2020
5 Th Gallons
$
20.45
6.65
6.00

NEORSD Sewer
NEORSD Base
Total Bill

Results of the Nov. 5 general elections bring four
newcomers to Berea City Council.

Homestead/Affordibility*
2019
2020
5 Th Gallons
5 Th Gallons
$
18.40
$
18.40
5.95
5.95
6.00
6.00

2016
10.65
6.41

2017
11.28
6.78

2018
11.95
7.18

2019
2020
12.67
13.43
7.61
8.07
Rate Increase in 5 yrs

2021
14.24
8.55
133.71%

NEORSD WASTE WATER BASE RATES
per Month/Quarter
Regular
Reduced

2016
2.40/7.20
2.40/7.20

2017
3.6/10.80
2.15/6.45

Victorian Christmas Tea
Berea Historical Society
Mahler Museum
118 E. Bridge St.

2-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 8
Free & Open to the Public
Entertainment by the BMHS Quartet
Holiday Goodies – Gift Shop
(440) 243-2541

2018
4.95/14.85
2.95/8.85

2019
2020
6.35/19.05 7.95/23.85
3.8/11.40
4.75/14.25
Rate Increase in 5 yrs

2021
9.70/29.10
5.80/17.40
404.17%

FAMILY WINTER
FESTIVAL

Noon to 3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7

Berea Elks Lodge
626 N. Rocky River Drive
Santa & Mrs. Claus – Crafts – Games
Cookie Decorating – Candy Buffet – Cocoa Bar
Elks also collecting new toys
for children’s hospital
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BEREA LEAF SCHEDULE
Music concerts highlight
holiday season

Route 1- Week of Nov. 18 & Dec. 9

Route 2- Week of Nov. 11 & Dec. 2

Baldwin Wallace Conservatory and the Community Arts
School are offering a series of concerts in December.
Events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets for paid
events are available at bw.edu/tickets. For a complete list
of events, visit bw.edu/events or call (440) 826-2325.

HOLIDAY CONCERTS

Community Arts School: Men's Chorus Holiday Concert ($): 4 & 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Conservatory Holiday Concert ($): Featuring the BW
Singers, Symphonic Band, Jazz Ensemble, Music Theatre
and more. 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 8, Gamble Auditorium,
Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Music Theatre Senior Recitals: Each senior performs a
self-created, self-directed, 45-minute cabaret program of
acting, song and dance. 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 5; 6, 7,
8 and 9 p.m., Friday, Dec. 6;, 11:30 a.m., 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8,
and 9 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7, Mainstage Theatre, Kleist
Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Symphonic Wind Ensemble: Featuring Michael Colgrass' epic tone poem "Winds of Nagual" and a premiere
of a new composition by BW alumnus Jamie Kunselman
titled "Prologue for Carlos," which is intended to accompany Colgrass' magnum opus. Concert includes superscript descriptions of the story the music is depicting.
7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 6, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
10-Minute Play Festival (Free Tickets Required):
Featuring a collection of short plays directed by students.
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 10, Black Box Theatre, Kleist
Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Opera Spiked: Senior vocal performance majors perform
opera favorites during a holiday happy hour. Free admission with food and drink specials for purchase. 5 p.m.,
Wednesday, Dec. 11, The Lazy Beehive, 126 Front St.
thelazybeehive.com
Fall Vocal Performance Workshop Production: An
evening of fully-staged opera scenes and devised works of
opera theater. 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 12, Fynette Kulas
Music Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49 Seminary St.

BW COMMUNITY ARTS SCHOOL
CONCERTS

The BW Community Arts School provides arts education
to students of all ages, from early childhood through adult.
Programs include classes, camps and private lessons in
instrumental and vocal music, dance, theatre and art. We
also offer programs for homeschooled students and professional educators. Call (440) 826-2365 or visit
bwcommunityarts.bw.edu for information.
Enjoy these FREE concerts in Gamble Auditorium, Kulas
Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St. unless otherwise noted.
New Horizons Band. 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 11
New Horizons Orchestra. 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 12
Women's Chorus. 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14.
Youth Orchestra Concert. 1 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 15
Chamber String Collective. 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 15,
Fynes Hall, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.

Berea Garden Club
Greens Sale
10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Dec. 7
Noon to 2 p.m., Dec. 8
Berea Historical Society
118 E. Bridge St.

Ornamentals – Wreaths – Swags
Proceeds to Berea Garden Club Scholarship
Fund

Cypress Hospice
seeks volunteers

Volunteers with Cypress Hospice of Berea provide
companionship to patients and the families at the end
of life. Cypress currently is especially looking for
administrative, pet therapy and beautician volunteers.
Call Cypress Hospice at (440) 973-0250 or go to
CypressHospice.com for more information.

Movie night at the Rec
Featuring: Home Alone
Saturday, Dec. 21

Doors open at 6 p.m. | Movie starts at 7 p.m.
This is a a free Family a& Youth Initiative Event
Wear your PJ’s and bring your blanket. Snacks will
be provided. Each family will receive an ornament!
Please call the Berea Rec to RSVP by Dec. 16
(440) 826-5890 or ljakobsky@cityofberea.org
In support of the Berea Library’s Mitten Drive,
please bring a pair of new mittens along with a
food or non-food item which will be donated to
Berea Community outreach.

Route 3- Week of Nov. 4 & Nov. 25
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At the Library
Once upon a fairy tale puppet show
is Dec. 14

The classic fairy tales of “The Elves and the Shoemaker”
and “Little Red Riding Hood” come alive with the Great
Lakes National Puppet Theater Production at 2 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14. Please register at cuyahogalibrary.org or call
(440) 234-5475.
Reservations are requested for all programs except weekly
children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call
(440) 234-5475. Other programs in December at the Berea
Branch are:

FOR ADULTS

Drop In and Download: Are you ready for holiday movies
and music? Learn how to borrow free eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, movies and music from our Digital
Collection anytime, anywhere. Bring your device and passwords to the Library and our staff will get you started. Registration is not necessary. 1:30 – 4:30 p.m., Wednesday,
Dec. 11 OR 5:45-8:45 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 26.
Red Cross Blood Drive: For more information or to make
an appointment, visit www.redcrossblood.org or call the
America Red Cross at 800-RED-CROSS (800-733-2767)
1 – 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 19

FOR TWEENS and TEENS

Holiday Book Folding: (Grades 6-12) Turn a recycled
book into a holiday tree and make 3D snowflakes. Keep
your creations for yourself of give as gifts. Registration is
required. 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 11.
Teen Space: Join us for quick and easy crafts, fun activities, and mini service projects. Share your ideas of how to
make the library a better place. 4 p.m., Wednesday, Dec.
18.

FOR CHILDREN

Weekly Children’s Storytimes will resume in the week of
Jan. 6.
Call (440) 234-5475 or visit cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and ages. Storytimes are available for children
from birth through age five. Registration is not required for
weekly storytimes.
Young Explorers: Folded Book Art (Grades K-5 with a
caregiver) Join us for stories and fun as you learn the art of
book folding. Children and their caregivers will work together to create a holiday tree by folding the pages of a
book. 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 5.
Music & Movement: (Ages 19 months – 5 years with a
caregiver) Enjoy a high-energy session of music and movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and more. 3:30 pm.,
Monday, Dec. 9.
Fabulous Fridays: My Five Senses (Ages 2 to 5 with a
caregiver) Children with a caregiver will enjoy stories,
songs and a chance to explore their senses. 10:30 a.m., Friday, Dec. 13.

Special card offers
opportunity for library
users with fines

100 Blankets for Charity

Got some overdue library fines? Not to worry.

The Cuyahoga County Library System provides an Opportunity Card that allows patrons with accumulating
overdue fines to still use the library – in a limited way.
In the past, if a library patron had $10 or more of fines for
overdue items, that patron’s library card was blocked.
They could not use the library again until those fines were
paid and the items returned.
Enter the Opportunity Card. The fines must still be paid
eventually but in the meantime the patron’s card is
changed to an Opportunity Card, providing access to the
library’s online resources and the ability to check out up
to three items.
“We want people to use the library,” said Berea Branch
Manager Cathy Schultis. “We will work with people on
fines, but very much want materials returned so they can
be checked out to others. We try to be flexible.”
Schultis also wants to remind seniors 60 and older that
they are not subject to overdue fines on materials owned
by the Cuyahoga County Public Library.

Volunteers created more than 100 fleece blankets at
the Kleem family’s annual blanket-making party at
the Berea Recreation Center on Nov. 16. The blankets will be donated to the Veterans Outreach Office, Maryssa’s Mission Foundation, which provides
support for the families of medically fragile children; Fill This House, a nonprofit for teens who age
out of foster care; and Cleveland Angels, a nonprofit
that supports foster families. The blanket-making
project was started by Mayor Cyril Kleem’s late
mother, Farrel, and is continued in her memory.

Stop at the checkout desk of any Cuyahoga County Public
Library branch to check the status of your card or to obtain a replacement.

SCHOOL NEWS

Polaris Culinary Arts wins top prize

The Culinary Arts and Restaurant Management
program at Polaris Career Center has been
named the Ohio School Boards Association
Northeast Region’s Most Outstanding JVS and
Vocational program. Instructor Chef Chris Olszewski accepted the award during the OSBA’s
fall conference in Wadsworth. Olszewski is the
2019 Ohio Board of Education Teacher of the
Year for District 5.

BHS grad receives national award

Army Capt. Jessica Mitterholzer Aguilar, a 2006
graduate of Berea High School, has received an
award from the American Academy of Pediatrics. Aguilar is an osteopathic physician assigned as the medical director of pediatrics at
Martin Army Community Hospital, Fort Benning, Ga. She received the AAP’s Dave Berry
Award, which recognizes military personnel for
excellence in the practice of pediatrics and for
significant promise for a career in military medical education. Aguilar also is chief of pediatric
graduate medical education and medical director
of the Exceptional Family Member Program.

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local churches. Send items to
bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

St. Adalbert hosts breakfast with Santa

Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus will be 9 a.m.
to noon on Saturday, Dec. 14 at St. Adalbert Catholic Church, 66 Adalbert St. Cost is $8 for adults, $5
for children and $6 for seniors. Each family can have
one photo with Santa; each additional photo is $3 –
families should provide their own camera. There will
be ornament-making, face-painting and Christmas
bingo. Children also can write a letter to Santa.

SCAN Hunger Center
looking for volunteers

The Southwest Community Access Network
(SCAN) Hunger Center pantry would like to
add to its volunteer staff.
The pantry is open the second and fourth Fridays of the month. Hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on the second Friday and 4-7 p.m. on the fourth
Friday.
Volunteers stock shelves, greet clients and distribute food items. Any amount of volunteer
time is appreciated.
The SCAN pantry is at 398 W. Bagley Road,
Suite 7 in the Williamsport Plaza. For further
information, call (440) 260-7226.
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Lady veterans treated
to lunch

A hero’s Medal of Honor comes home
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On Sept. 27, 1918, Second Lt. Albert Baesel of Berea attempted to rescue a wounded comrade during
the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in France during
World War I.
Baesel, assigned to the 148th Infantry Regiment, 37th
Division, Ohio National Guard, hoisted Corporal
Sterling Ryan on his shoulders and turned to return
to the bunker when both were killed by enemy fire.
The unit was under intense artillery and machinegun
attack at the time.
For his actions, Lt. Baesel was awarded the Medal of
Honor. For years, that medal was on display at
American Legion Post 91, which is named in his
honor. It disappeared in the 1980s and attempts to
replace it were rejected by the Army.

The Berea Veterans Outreach Office and American
Legion Post 91 Auxiliary joined forces to honor
women veterans at a lunch at Mike’s Bar & Grille on
Nov. 9. Attending were Chaplain Willie Springer of
the Outreach Office, and clockwise from the top,
Ginger Sipos, Janet Swanson, Cons Templeman,

Christmas
Light up Berea and show your holiday spirit!
Enter your house to participate in the Christmas Decorating Contest!
Judging will take place Dec. 13-15. Please be
sure to have your display and lights on during
these dates between 7-9 p.m.
1 winner from each category will win a fun prize!
•

Best Yard Display

•

Most Creative Use of Lights

•

The Clark Griswald

PLEASE REGISTER BY: DEC. 11
Contact Megan Pochatek:
(440) 274-5608 or mpocatek@cityofberea.org

Or register online at www.cityofberea.org

Southwest Community
Chorus Concert
“Heart of Winter”

3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 8
United Methodist Church of Berea
170 Seminary St.
Tickets: $12.50 in advance
$15 at the door
(440) 582-0522

Baesel’s family was determined to change the
Army’s mind. On Nov. 18, after three years of paperwork and red tape, Gary Cole and his son, Air Force
Capt. Jason Cole, nephews of Lt. Baesel, presented
Post 91 with a new Medal of Honor at a City Council
meeting.
Jason Cole, who is stationed with the Eastern Air
Defense Sector in Rome, N.Y., said the Medal represents a legacy. “When the military salute, we don’t
salute people; we salute ideals, the things they represent,” he said. Military members salute the flag,
higher ranking military and the office of the President. The President salutes no one except those who
have received the Medal of Honor.
There are four criteria to receive the Medal, Cole
said: two eyewitnesses, outstanding gallantry beyond the
call of duty, risk of life and a
deed of such bravery and selfsacrifice that it can be justified
beyond all criticism.
“A moment like that happened
101 years ago,” Cole said. “A
Berean was killed but a hero
was born.”
Air Force veteran Mel Baher,
past commander of Post 91,

Attending the Medal of Honor presentation are, from the left,
Capt. Jason Cole; Marianna Peris, president of American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary; Mel Baher, past commander of Post 91;
and Gary Cole, whose family is descended from Albert Baesel.

accepted the Medal of Honor on behalf of the Post’s
100th anniversary. Post 91 was founded on Sept. 5,
1919, by 20 World War I veterans. Council presented the Post with a special resolution marking the anniversary.
“We would all put on our uniforms again and defend
our great country,” Baher said. “We will carry on the
tradition. We’ll be here another 100 years.”
Gary Cole said the family will work with Post 91, the
Berea Historical Society and the Little Red Schoolhouse to work out a security plan for the Medal that
must be approved by the Army. The Little Red
Schoolhouse on Bagley Road was built by Lt.
Baesel’s brother, John Baesel, who also was the first
mayor of Berea.
The Baesel family will hold a reunion there next year
and will include an open house for the community to
view the Medal of Honor.
Lt. Baesel is buried in Woodvale Cemetery. On the
100th anniversary of his death, the City of Berea dedicated a plaque to Lt. Baesel on the downtown Triangle.
Jason Cole said his family was proud to bring the
Medal of Honor to Post 91 and the community “to
commemorate the next 100 years.”

Long-distance runner hits every street in Berea

When Kevin Hippley became engaged to Kathryn
Flinn in November 2018, he set an ambitious goal –
run every street in Berea before their marriage in
June 2019. And that he did.
A long-distance runner, Hippley moved to Berea
from Fairview Park and wanted to get to know the
area, said Flinn, who is an associate professor of biology at Baldwin Wallace University. The couple
became officially engaged on Nov. 27, 2018, and
Hippley hit the pavement on Nov. 29.

He used the map in the Chamber of Commerce’s
annual Berea Community Guide, dividing the city
into quadrants so he could better plan his runs. It
took him six months to travel all of Berea’s 80 miles
of roadway and he probably logged more than 200
miles, Flinn said, because he started each run from
their home on Third Avenue and then retraced his
steps back home. Each run lasted about an hour.
Hippley, a magistrate with the county court system,
said his inspiration was ultrarunner Rickey Gates,
who ran every street in San Francisco, a distance of
1,200 miles.
The toughest part was running in the winter, Hippley
said. Icy sidewalks could be a hazard. The most difficult stretch was West Bagley Road because of the
traffic, he said.

“I did most of the running at night when I got
home from work. I had
to be careful,” he said.
He did run with a light
on his hat. But, he added, he found Berea to
be a very safe city.
“I prefer to run in
woods or park,”
said. “Running on
sidewalk is hard on
legs.”

the
he
the Kevin Hippley and Katherine
your Flinn show off the map he
used to plot his runs along
every street in Berea.

Hippley is a graduate of
St. Ignatius High School where he ran track and
cross country and also coached there for 10 years.
Flinn says their basement is filled with Hippley’s
trophies.
Together the couple enjoys riding bicycles. Flinn
said the story in the Berean about Ron Isgro’s 4,000mile bike ride from Washington to Maine led her to
contact the City about her husband’s feat.
His next goal: Do it again. “I’d like to try it again
and improve my time,” Hippley said. He also hopes
his story will motivate others “to get outdoors. Get
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Vets take on crossing guard duties
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Breakfast Club will not
meet in December

Because of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays,
the monthly veterans breakfast club will not meet in
December. The next breakfast club will meet on Saturday, Jan. 18.

City offers vet parking spaces
for businesses

The City of Berea and the Veterans Outreach Office
is offering to install a Salute to Veterans parking
space in front of area businesses. The space would be
designated with a special sign and painted blue with a
white star similar to the veterans reserved spot in
front of City Hall. For more information, contact
Chaplain Willie Springer at the Veterans Outreach
Office at (440) 973-4567.

VA releases guide for survivors

Survivors should not feel confused about what to do
after a veteran family member passes. The Veterans
Administration has issued a Survivors Quick Start
Guide to provide families with a reference on what to
do next. It includes a step-by-step checklist of preparing for and applying for benefits and services. It also
highlights several counseling services. Visit va.gov to
download a copy of the Survivors Guide.

Recognizing vets
for Veterans Day

Looking to expand the role of Berea’s Veterans Security Team, Mayor Cyril Kleem has added school
crossing guard to their growing list of duties.
Richard “Doc” Schaedler is one of four veterans assigned to Grindstone Elementary School. A Marine
Corps vet, Schaedler patrols the intersection of Race
and Fair streets five days a week during the morning
and afternoon arrival and dismissal times.
He’s formed a bond with some of the 50 children and
parents he sees every day. “They high five me,” he
said. “At Halloween, I got lots of candy.” Passing
motorists also wave and toot their horns. Students
also gave the crossing guards Veterans Day cards,
and the vets’ profiles and photos were featured on
the school district Web site.
Army veteran Dale Eckert is stationed at the exit
driveway to Grindstone. Eckert said he sees only
about 10-12 children a day, but his main duty is to
help cars and school buses exit the parking lot safely.
He shares that spot with Navy veteran Rocco Settoni,
a student at Baldwin Wallace University, and Army
vet Don Voigt.
Most days run smoothly, Eckert said, but speeders
can be an issue. “Some people ignore that school
zone sign,” he said.
Schaedler also would like to remind drivers that they
cannot turn down Race from Fair from 8:30-9:30
a.m. and from 3:30-4:30 p.m. when children are arriving and departing from school.

Richard Schaedler, a member of the Veterans Security
Team, helps a family cross Fair Street near Grindstone
Elementary School.

Police Chief Dan Clark said the department is
pleased to add to the Veterans Security Team’s role.
“They are reliable,” Clark said. “They’ve proven that
by working with us at summer concerts and city festivals.”
The crossing guards were trained by Clark and by Lt.
Joe Hedinger. The Veterans Security Team is part of
Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office and works closely
with Berea police and auxiliaries.
Veterans who are interested in joining the Security
Team, can contact Chaplain Willie Springer, who
heads the Outreach Office, at wspringer@cityofberea.org or (440) 973-4567. Vets do not
need to be residents of Berea.

Berea honors NASA veterans
“Many veterans do not feel they deserve recognition
because they weren’t in harms’ way or in combat,”
Marla E. Perez-Davis, acting director of NASA
Glenn Research Center, told more than 100 veterans
and guests at a Thank You program for Veterans
Day.
“But you all answered the call when others did not,”
she said. “We thank you for your service to this great
nation.”

Chaplain Willie Springer and volunteers with Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office presented special
veterans pins to men and women veterans at Northwestern Healthcare Center as part of Veterans Day
activities. The Outreach Office presented more than
450 pins over the Veterans Day holiday, including
vets at U.S. Postal Service headquarters on Orange
Avenue, Cleveland; Menorah Park, Beachwood;
Generations Senior Living Berea; and Rockport Senior Living, Rocky River.

Perez-Davis and Brig. Gen. David L. Stringer, USAF
(ret), director of NASA Plum Brook Station, led the
recognition ceremony at NASA on Nov. 6 along with
Mayor Cyril Kleem, Chaplain Willie Springer and
volunteers with Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office.
The NASA men and women vets were presented
with pins and flag star cards by the Outreach Office
and with special certificates by NASA.
“Thank you to each and every one of you,” Springer
told the veterans. “And thank you for giving us the

Vets perform flag ceremony for Grindstone students
The history of the U.S. Flag and how to properly fold
it were the lessons of the day for fourth-graders at
Grindstone Elementary School.
Members of the Veterans Outreach Office with
Chaplain Willie Springer met with 120 students,
teachers and Principal Teri Grimm on Nov. 7 to perform the traditional Flag Folding ceremony and answer questions about military service.
Taking part were Dale Eckert (Army), Jose Guerra
(Army), Richard Schaedler (Marine Corps), Vincent
Rottura (National Guard) and Linda Kramer (Air
Force). All are members of the Veterans Security
Team.

Conducting the veterans recognition program at NASA
Glenn were, from the left, Dr. Marla E. Perez-Davis, Mayor
Cyril Kleem, Chaplain Willie Springer and Air Force Brig.
Gen. David L. Stringer, who lives in Berea.

opportunity to do this. It comes from the depths of
our hearts.”

Warriors Journey Home
meets twice a month
Warriors Journey Home supports veterans and
their families, helping them to adjust after a deployment. The group
meets on the second
and fourth Sundays of
the month at 6 p.m. at
Heritage Congregational Church, 485 West
St. For more information, visit Warriors
Journey Home Berea
on Facebook.

Volunteers give pantry clients a ‘fresh’ start
You may have heard of Hello Fresh – an online resource for meals where recipes and all the ingredients are mailed to customers.
Well, Berea has its own version. Hello Berea provides clients of Berea Community Outreach’s pantry
with healthy recipes and ingredients culled from the
pantry shelves.
Volunteers JoAnne Airaghi, a retired dietician, and
Sue Manner, a retired home economics teacher, offer
new recipes each month. September was a sausage,
potato, corn casserole. Clients received bags filled
with frozen turkey sausage from the Cleveland Food
Bank plus canned potatoes and corn and the recipe,
which has directions for 2-3 or 4-6 servings.
October was Cake Mix Cookies. November’s recipe
was vegetable soup.
“We try all the recipes at home first,” Manner said.
‘If Sue can’t find a recipe, she invents one,” Airaghi
added.
The duo scans the pantry shelves to see what’s available. Sometimes Natalie Guzzo, the Community
Outreach coordinator, will give them a challenge,
they said. “If she has a lot of rice, for example, she’ll
ask what we can do with rice,” Airaghi said.
“We try to make the package as self-contained as
possible,” Manner said. They assume clients have
salt, pepper and sugar at home. If the recipe calls for
milk and the client doesn’t usually have that, the
pantry can supply shelf-stable milk.
Hello Berea is an optional program for pantry clients
but Manner said 99 percent of them take part. The
pantry is still getting positive feedback about a chili
recipe it handed out earlier this year. Manner and
Airaghi said they may have to repeat that one.

Guzzo posts the
recipes on the
City web site so
everyone
can
enjoy. Click on
the Berea Community
Outreach link. Manner and Airaghi
also are providing recipes for Sue Manner, left, and JoAnne Airaghi
the recipe and ingredients for sauchildren, such display
sage, potato, corn casserole, which was
as easy-to-make Hello Berea’s meal in a bag for September.
omelets,
ice
cream sandwiches, cookies and a modeling compound similar to Play-Doh.
“The good part is how grateful they are. They tell us
how much they enjoy this. That makes it all worthwhile,” Airaghi said.
Cake Mix Cookie Recipe
1 15-oz. or 16.25-oz. box of white or yellow cake
mix
1/3 cup oil
2 eggs
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray a large baking
sheet with cooking spray or line with parchment paper.
In a large bowl, combine cake mix, oil and eggs.
Drop rounded balls of dough on to the cookie sheet –
about 2 T for each cookie.
Bake for 10-12 minutes.
Allow to cool on cookie sheet for 10 minutes. Transfer to wire rack to finish cooling.
Optional: Add chocolate chips, nuts, candy, coconut
or roll in cinnamon sugar.

LifeWorks offers boxing for Parkinson’s patients
LifeWorks of Southwest General is now offering
patients with Parkinson’s disease a new program
called Rock Steady Boxing.
Rock Steady Boxing is a national program designed to give hope to those with Parkinson’s by
improving their quality of life through a boxingbased fitness curriculum.
“The program is designed to lessen the physical
as well as the psychological effects and symptoms of the disease,” explained Karen RaischSiegel, director of LifeWorks.
Exercises are adapted from boxing drills, as boxers largely condition for optimal agility, speed,
muscular endurance, accuracy, hand-eye coordination, footwork and overall strength to defend
against and to overcome opponents.
“Through the Rock Steady program, Parkinson’s
is the opponent,” Raisch-Siegal said. “Exercises
vary in purpose and form but share one common
trait: They are rigorous and intended to extend
the perceived capabilities of the participant.”

Classes are offered at LifeWorks at the following days and times:
Level 1 and 2 fighters – 1-2 p.m., Mondays and
Wednesdays.
Level 3 and 4 fighters – 1-2 p.m., Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
There is a monthly fee of $58, which is tax deductible. This includes unlimited classes as well
as full access to Lifeworks facilities outside of
classes. Rock Steady classes are free to LifeWorks members.
To get started, contact Raisch-Siegel at (440)
816-4210 or kraisch-siegel@swgeneral.com. All
fighters are required to complete an assessment
with boxing coach Sarah Fox. The assessments
determine the appropriate program level for each
boxer. Assessments take about 30 minutes. All
assessments, paperwork and physician clearance
are required prior to participation.
Volunteers to assist the boxing coach can contact (440) 816-4210.
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Community Events

Dec. 2: City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m., Council Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
Dec. 3: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus. 6:30
p.m., Berea Branch Library. Town Hall on Medicare presented by Single Payer Action Network.
Dec. 4: Do Good with Burritos. 4-8 p.m., Chipotle, 17999
Bagley Road, Middleburg Heights. 33 percent of proceeds
go to Berea Community Outreach with flier.
Dec. 4: Berea Cares. 6 p.m., Smith School, 535 Wyleswood Drive.
Dec. 5: Coffee & Conversation with School Superintendent. Meet Tracy Wheeler, superintendent of the Berea
Schools, 8-9 a.m., Café Ah Roma in the Parkway Shops.
Dec. 6-8: Fine Art Show. Berea Fine Arts Club, Little Red
School House, 323 E. Bagley Road. Free Admission, 4-9
p.m., Dec. 6; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Dec. 7; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Dec. 8. www.bereaarts.org. Please note change of dates.
Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Day.
Dec. 7: Elks Family Winter Festival. Noon to 3 p.m.,
Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
Dec. 7: Jack Frost Festival of Lights. 5-9 p.m. downtown
Berea and Coe Lake Park.
Dec. 7-8: Berea Garden Club Greens Sale. 10 a.m.-4
p.m., Dec. 7; noon-2 p.m., Dec. 8; Berea Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St.
Dec. 8: Kiwanis Pancake & Sausage Festival. 8 a.m. to 2
p.m., Berea-Midpark High School. Tickets $7.
Dec. 8: Berea Historical Society. 2-4 p.m., Victorian
Christmas Tea., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St. Free.
Dec. 8: Southwest Community Chorus. “Heart of Winter” concert. 3 p.m. Berea Methodist Church, 170 Seminary St. Tickets, $12.50 in advance; $15 at the door. (440)
582-0522.
Dec. 11: Let’s Green Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library, 7 Berea Commons. A citizen group looking to influence public policy to be responsive to climate change.
(440) 239-0185.
Dec. 14: BW Fall Commencement. 2 p.m., Ursprung
Gymnasium, www.bw.edu/commencement.
Dec. 16: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m., Council
Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
Dec. 17: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
Dec. 18: Berea Millstream Quilters. 1 p.m., Berea
Branch Library.
Dec. 20: Bulk Trash Day
Dec. 21: FIRST DAY OF WINTER
Dec. 22: CHANUKAH begins at sundown. Last day is
Dec. 30.
Dec. 23 – Jan. 3: Berea City School District. Winter
Break.
Dec. 23 – Jan. 3: BW offices closed. Winter Break.
Dec. 25: CHRISTMAS
Dec. 28: Curbside Trash Collection Delayed Because of
Christmas.

