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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
The first day of summer is
June 21 and Berea is gearing
up for a summer full of family
fun.
It starts with a Movie After
Dark on June 11 at Coe Lake –
the Disney film “Encanto” – a
2021 film featuring a magical
village in Columbia.
The Live at the Lake concert
series begins on June 17 at
Coe
Lake
Park
with
“Departure,” a Journey cover
band.

Streets listed for resurfacing and repairs
Seven Berea streets have been selected for major resurfacing and repairs this summer.
The following streets are scheduled for asphalt resurfacing:
• The Burns (Ward 1)
• Sunset Drive from Kraft to Pineview (Ward 2)
• Sterling Circle (Ward 3)
• Rose Drive (Ward 3)
• Best Street from Glenwood to Fair (Ward 5)
• Jacqueline Drive (Ward 5)
Scheduled for concrete slab repairs:
• Butternut Lane (Ward 2)
Best Street from Glenwood
Drive to Woodmere was resurfaced last year. This year’s project will complete that street.
Glenwood also was resurfaced
last year.

Father’s Day is June 19. Help Dad celebrate at the Father’s Day Classic Car Show in downtown Berea. Proceeds will benefit Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office.
Then there’s the City’s signature family event, the Grindstone Festival, from July 2-4. The Stranger, a Billy Joel
tribute band, will take the stage on July 2. The Grindstone
parade will step off on July 3, and fireworks will highlight
July 4. All events are at Coe Lake.
Don’t forget your passes to the Dave Tressel Memorial
Pool. Passes are available at the Berea Recreation Center,
451 Front St. or online at cityofberea.org. The pool will
open for the season on June 4. Hours are noon to 7 p.m.
daily.
All of these events and festivals, except for the pool, are
free. They remain free because of generous donations
from local businesses, organizations and individuals. The
support of our neighbors and friends allows Berea to continue to offer concerts on Friday nights, moonlight movies
and festivals throughout the year. We are most grateful.
If you attend any of these events, we ask that you remain
mindful of others. Please do not bring pets or alcoholic
beverages. Smoking and vaping also are prohibited.
We are proud to offer these special programs, which benefit Berea families but also our local businesses. The Live
at the Lake concerts and the Grindstone Festival attract
visitors, who shop at our stores and eat in our restaurants.
The events at Coe Lake have been an economic boon to
our community. They are safe, reliable, fun places to be
this summer.
So, find that bathing suit, pack a picnic lunch and let’s
enjoy our summer right here at home.

UPCOMING JUNE
SPECIAL EVENTS
Outdoor Movie: Saturday, June 11
Coe Lake Park | 9:15 pm
“Encanto”
Live at the Lake: Friday, June 17
Coe Lake Park | 8-10 pm
Departure- Journey Tribute
Live the Lake: Friday, June 24
Coe Lake Park | 8-10 pm
Kevin Mac & The Homies- Country Band
For more details please visit social media pages at City of
Berea, Ohio or our website at www.cityofberea.org

Best Street will be
resurfaced from Fair Steet

These streets are part of the
City’s annual road program.
Crack sealing and pothole repairs to other roadways will be
done by the City Service Department. To report a pothole,
go to the City’s Web Site –
www.cityofberea.org – and
click on Report a Concern.

Butternut Lane will have concrete slab repairs as part of
the City’s annual road program.

In addition, the City will do major roadway reconstruction
on Barberry, Woodlawn, Maple and Fourth. This is a $4.9
million project that will include a new water line, sanitary
sewer rehab, storm sewer rehab, new aprons and sidewalks
and a new road. First, Columbia Gas of Ohio is replacing
the gas lines. The project should be totally completed in
2023.
South Rocky River Drive also will be resurfaced from
Bridge Street to Eastland Road. The cost is expected to be
$525,000 and will include resurfacing the road, replacing
sidewalks and aprons as needed. South Rocky River Drive
will be completed this summer.
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Trash collection is delayed
for Independence Day

Independence Day is Monday, July 4. Curbside trash and
recycling collection will be delayed by one day that week.
Those with regular Monday trash pickup will have their
trash picked up on Tuesday; Tuesday will be Wednesday
and so forth throughout the week.
Questions, call Kimble Recycling and Disposal at
(800) 201-0005 or visit the web site at
kimblecompanies.com.

NEWS BRIEFS

Taco Bell slated for West Bagley Road

Taco Bell is scheduled to build a new restaurant at 1298
W. Bagley Road near the Powerhouse Gym. Berea Planning Commission approved several variances and the site
plan for the project on April 21. Ben Marshall, agent for
Taco Bell, said the actual dining area would be small and
not always open but the restaurant was planning on drivethrough service with room for nine vehicles at the driveup window. Planning Commission approved modifications to the parking space requirements, lot width, lot
split, conditional use, elimination of a second story, windows and landscaping.

Elks name outstanding citizens

Berea Elks Lodge 1815 has named Nancy Doutt its Citizen of the Year. Nancy is active with American Legion
Post 91 Auxiliary and St. Mary Catholic Church, among
many other activities. She received the Grindstone Award
and the Spirit of Community Award in 2012.
Berea Police Sgt. Patrick Greenhill was named Elk of the
Year. Pat is a member of the Elks Lodge and was one of
the founding members of Berea’s drug interdiction program.

Welcome to Medicare sessions online

The state is offering Welcome to Medicare sessions
online through the Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program. The next sessions are 6-7 p.m., Monday,
June 13; and 4-5 p.m., Wednesday, June 29. To sign up,
visit insurance.ohio.gov or call (800) 686-1578.

FLAG DAY

Sunday, June 14
7 p.m.
Flag Retirement Ceremony

American Legion Post 91
Torn and soiled flags can be left in the drop off box
at the rear entrance to the hall.

______________________________

4:30 p.m.
Flag Ceremony
5:30 p.m.
BBQ & Flag Retirement Ceremony
Elks Lodge
626 N. Rocky River Drive
Public Welcome

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.
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Court asked to solve projected deficit
The Court Committee met with Berea Municipal Court
officials on May 4 to discuss court operations and a projected deficit of $234,000.
Ward 2 Council Member Chris McManis, who chairs the
Court Committee, characterized the meeting as a getacquainted session but emphasized that the growing deficit is not acceptable. Because the City hosts the municipal
court, it must make up any deficit. Any funds the City
transfers to the court to offset the deficit must be paid
back to the City.
Attending the meeting were Judge Mark Comstock, Clerk
of Court Ray Wohl and Chief Deputy Clerk Al Budney.
Council member Lisa Weaver, Ward 3, a member of the
Court Committee, also attended.
One of the keys to eliminating the deficit is collection of
fines. Wohl said the court has sent more than $2.5 million
in overdue fines to the State Attorney General’s office for
collection. “Some cases go back to 2006,” Wohl said. Less
than 5 percent of fines levied by the court are collected the
same day people appear in court, he said. There are 169
people who are enrolled in an online payment plan. And
the court does have one employee who works on collections.
“There are some people who are willing to work with us,
and then there are those who walk out the door,” Budney
said.
Nine jurisdictions feed into the municipal court – Berea,
Brook Park, Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls, Olmsted

HEALTHY HOUSING TIPS
Summer means grass-cutting
goes into high gear

With spring and summer weather, grass-cutting becomes a
major chore for homeowners.
The first item on the agenda should be to clean the mower
and sharpen the blades. Change the oil.
If you’re looking for a new mower, buy one appropriate for
the size of your yard. Gas or electricity powered push mowers are recommended for small yards of an acre or less. For
larger areas, a riding mower might be best. One of the newest gadgets is a robotic mower. These are battery operated
and work well on flat, small yards.
Mow when the grass is dry. Wet grass cuts unevenly and
requires raking to remove the matted clippings. Cutting wet
grass also promotes the growth and spread of disease organisms.
You don’t need to rake up all the clippings. In fact, small,
finely chopped clippings will decompose and improve the
soil. Large clumps should be removed because they can
smother the grass.
Freshen up bare spots in the lawn with quality seed. Watch
out for lower-quality mixes that can contain higher percentages of weed seed. Pettiti’s Garden Center discourages the
use of sod, which is more expensive than seed and often
requires professional installation. Pettiti’s also recommends
homeowners buy a seed mix that matches the lawn’s use
and conditions. Take in consideration whether the location
is sunny, shady, subject to high foot traffic or other unique
conditions.
Berea’s exterior maintenance checklist includes looking out
for missing ground cover and bare spots in lawns, and City
code requires that grass be no taller than 6 inches. Please
respond promptly if an Exterior Maintenance Inspector
leaves a notice about grass or other issues. The Exterior
Maintenance Office’s first priority is to help homeowners,
but remember that failure to mow grass in the prescribed
time period can result in the City Service Department cutting the lawn and billing the homeowner for the costs.
Senior citizens or disabled homeowners unable to cut the
grass can sign up for free lawn-cutting service with the City
as long as income guidelines are met. Contact Natalie Guzzo
with the Community Outreach Office,
nguzzo@cityofberea.org or (440) 826-4891.
For questions or concerns, contact James Brown at the Exterior Maintenance Office, (440) 826-5800 ext. 1004 or
email jbrown@cityofberea.org.

Township, Strongsville, Cleveland Metroparks, the Ohio
State Highway Patrol and the County Sheriff. Case loads
have remained fairly steady, the judge said. As of April 30
of this year, the court has handled 2,239 criminal/traffic
cases. At the same time last year, the court had seen 2,243
cases. Some entities have increased the number of cases
sent to the court. Berea, for example, has sent 465 cases to
the court as of April 30. Year to date in 2021, Berea had
sent 237 cases, so the 2022 numbers are a 96 percent increase.
Civil cases are also steady – 813 cases so far this year; 816
at the same time last year.
Judge Comstock and Wohl noted a four-page letter from
Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice Maureen O’Connor to
State Auditor Dave Yost in 2017 that said the court’s job
is not to make money but to dispense justice.
In the letter, O’Connor wrote, “Courts are not revenue
streams. Judges and court staffs cannot be seen as collection agents. Whether courts contribute to a city’s bottom
line or generate sufficient cash flow for its own operations
should not be even a secondary thought considering the
role of the judiciary in our system of government.”
Comstock added, “The elephant in the room seems to be
the deficit. Maybe we can work through this, maybe not.”
McManis and Weaver asked court officials to come up
with at least two or three viable solutions to the deficit by
the next Court Committee meeting. The committee will
meet with court officials quarterly.

Historical society exhibit rides
the rails through Berea

Back in the day, Berea was a railroad
town. The latest exhibit at the Berea Historical Society explores the time when
goods and people
traveled throughout
northeast Ohio by rail
– and often through
Berea.

The Rails Through Berea exhibit in-

As the Grindstone cludes vintage artifacts such as a conCapital of the World,
ductor’s cap and lantern.
Berea had to move its
sandstone from the quarries to the world – and that meant
by rail. Historical Society President Dennis Kushlak said
tracks were laid for the Cleveland – Cincinnati – Columbus line in 1845 with the first steam engine chugging into
Berea in 1851. A crude freight depot was built on Depot
Street and Riverside Drive. By 1876 the Berea Depot, now
the Berea Depot restaurant, was built.
“It was hard to get passengers and products from Cleveland to Berea and back again,” Kushlak said. That led to
the Interurban Railroad lines. Berea had a line that ran
down Front Street. Other cities had similar setups. The
communities eventually joined forces.
Businessmen acquired the right of way and laid track
north from Berea to Cleveland. Passenger service began in
1893. The rail cars were battery operated. That caused
problems, so a power house was built and overhead trolley
wires installed. The line expanded to Lorain and Medina
counties. The Southwestern Interurban stretched from
Cleveland through Berea to Bucyrus.
In time, paved roads, the emergence of cars, buses and
trucks as major modes of transportation plus fires at train
storage barns led to the demise of the Interurban.
The Berea Historical Society display, Rails Through Berea, includes vintage photos and memorabilia from conductor’s caps and lanterns to maps and schedules.
The Berea Historical Society and Mahler Museum are at
118 E. Bridge St. Hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. TuesdayFriday. Call (440) 243-2541 or email bereahistory@att.net. Visit bereahistoricalsociety.org.
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City-owned house on Jacob
Street sold

A City-owned house on
Jacob Street has sold for
above the asking price.

The former rental property at 106 Jacob St. sold
for $326,000. After closing costs and property
taxes, the City cleared
$313,000. The asking
price was $295,000
The City rehabbed the house, which was one of five former rentals donated to the City by developer DiGeronimo
Companies in 2016. DiGeronimo ceded the properties to
Berea in exchange for a small parking lot on Front Street
next to Kulas Hall. The developer wanted the parking lot
property as part of the construction of the University Marketplace project.
As part of the purchase agreement, the new owners signed
a deed restriction that the house will be owner-occupied
and will not be rented. The house was also made a part of
the Century Home Garden District Homeowners Association, which was designed to maintain the integrity of the
neighborhood.
The two-story, 2,912-square-foot house has a detached
garage. The house was listed on Zillow and sold “as is.”
According to Finance Director Andrea Morris, proceeds
from the sale of the Jacob Street house will go into the
Neighborhood Capital Improvement Fund and can be
used to fix up another house.
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New design studio has local appeal with international look
Therese Kress Kish grew up in Olmsted Falls but always
felt a connection to Berea. So, when she wanted to move
her interior design business out of Strongsville, she found
a new home for New York Textiles & Design on Bagley
Road.
She and husband, Randy, bought the West Pointe Professional Building at 1433 W. Bagley Road last year and are
busy renovating and reconfiguring the space.
“This is the ideal place for our business,” Kish said.
“Berea has been an integral part of my life.”
New York Textiles is a full-service design studio for
homes and businesses. Kish specializes in window treatments but can provide complete services from painting to
carpeting to upholstery. She has a staff of 12 employees
including five designers and two installers. “These are
skilled craft people,” Kish said. “They are hard to find.”
Clients include Southwest General Health Center, the
Cleveland Metropolitan School District, J’Bella restaurant, plus local churches and synagogues, among other
businesses and institutions. “We cater to all sectors of
business,” Kish said. New York Textiles also has residential clients for whom Kish said she can design rooms to fit
any budget. Designers make home visits to make sure
colors and fabrics work with each individual client’s situation.
Kish said the business has changed over the years with
today’s economy being globally centered. Fabrics now are
imported from several countries as well as domestically
sourced.
Her current challenge is to complete the changes to the
building, which previously housed a day care center but
has been vacant for several years. Kish obtained an SBA
loan and put on a new roof, painted, installed flooring and
a mini-kitchen.

The New York Textiles space is nearly
complete. There is
office space, a warehouse area and a
showroom, which is
awaiting some final
touches.
Although her husband is her business
partner, Kish runs
New York Textiles Therese Kish, owner of New York Textiles
while he travels,
& Design, displays some of the fabric
options in her showroom.
often internationally, for a large corporation. “We complement each other,” she said. She focuses on a local, small business; he has a more global outlook. They bounce ideas off each other.
“It’s good to get another perspective,” she said.
Kish credits her parents for her business sense and drive to
succeed. Her late father owned a piping manufacturing
business and Kish and her two sisters worked there.
“I grew up in a business atmosphere,” she said. “And I
was used to working in a male-dominated field.”
Mom, Jeanene Kress, is an Olmsted Township trustee who
is looking for her “next big adventure,” Kish said.
Kish is a member of the Home Builders Association and
has received the association’s Interior Design Project of
the Year Award. She also is president of the American
Society of Interior Design North East Ohio Chapter.
Giving back to the industry is important to her. Kish sponsors interior design interns from Cuyahoga Community
College from which she graduated.

“If we could do it ourselves, we did,” she said, with family
members pitching in.

She admits she is a pretty busy lady. “I do a little bit of
everything,” she said.

The space has been subdivided. Kish leases space to Kids
at Play Day Care and Abundant Life Ministries. There is
room for a third small business as well.

New York Textiles is open daily but make an appointment
for a consultation. Call (440) 235-7460, email
tkish@nytextiles-oh.com or visit nytextiles-oh.com.

4-point program proposed to alleviate North End flooding
The City has presented a four-point program of projects to
alleviate flooding issues in the North End.
Mayor Cyril Kleem and Public Works Director Tony Armagno outlined the plan at what was probably the last
meeting of the Mayor’s special North End Flooding Committee on April 25.
The four-point plan includes:

Finish the North End Phase 2 Sewer Project.

This includes lining manholes and installing postconstruction flow monitors. That information will be sent
to the North East Ohio Regional Sewer District and will
serve as pre-construction data for the future.

Apply for a grant for a second sewer shed.

The Berea Fine Arts Club Inc.

Kids Summer Art Camp
At the historic Little Red School House
323 E. Bagley Rd., Berea, OH 44017

Age/grade levels:
Completed kindergarten through completed 4th grade

Monday, July 11 - Friday, July 15
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
$125 ($110 for each additional child per family)

This is a non-profit event. Fees go towards materials,
expenses & activities.
Space is limited! Register at BereaArts.org

The City will apply for a grant from the North East Ohio
Regional Sewer District to divide a current sewer shed
into two so that both will handle a smaller amount of
waste water. The Sewer District has recommended this
project as a viable option to alleviate basement flooding in
the area. The grant awards will be announced this fall.
Shovels in the ground probably won’t happen until spring
2023. This will be a 50/50 grant with the City shouldering
half the cost.

Line older clay pipes in Shelley Parkway/
Emerson neighborhood.

Houses in this neighborhood were built in the 1990s but
they are connected to an older sewer system of clay pipes
installed in the 1950s. New pipes are PVC. The clay pipes
are prone to cracks and leaks. The City will line the clay
pipes. About 27 properties will be affected. The City will
make this project part of the North East Ohio Regional
Sewer District grant proposal.

Implement common trench lateral
partnership program.

Many homes in the North End are served by a common
trench system with storm sewers and sanitary sewers sharing the same trench. This can contribute to Infiltration and
inflow when sanitary sewers leak into storm sewers.
About 9 percent of the homes in Berea are connected to a
common trench system. In a volunteer program, the City
will replace the public portion of the lateral connection to
a residence, if the homeowner opts to replace the lateral
connection on private property. Currently, the City replaces the public portion of the lateral only if the public portion is damaged or has issues. Under this new plan, the
City will replace or reline the public portion regardless of
its condition as long as the homeowner has a new private
lateral installed or relined. This will ensure that both the
private and public portions are new and in good working
order.
This will be a three-year pilot project. The City has budgeted $250,000 to cover sewer improvements in the North
End for this year.
Mayor Kleem said the goal is to proceed quickly to implement the four-point plan.
City Council is studying a proposed ordinance that would
codify the Common Trench Sewer Lateral Improvement
Partnership. Eligible residents will need to apply to have
the public portion of their laterals replaced. A list of eligible properties is available at the Public Service Department and on the City’s Web site – www.cityofberea.org.
Financial assistance for homeowners is available through
the Heritage Home Program, a non-profit based in Cleveland. Go to heritagehomeprogram.org or call (216) 4263116. Homeowners also can contact the Housing Enhancement Loan Program at cuyahogacounty.us/
development or call (216) 443-2149.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Polaris names outstanding students

Thirty-five Polaris Career Center seniors enrolled on campus and in satellite programs have been named outstanding students in their programs. Thirteen of them are seniors at Berea-Midpark High School. The BMHS outstanding on-campus seniors are:
Brandon Addison, Computer Networking Academy;
Marissa Corman, Dental Assisting; Luke Devins, Business Professional & Office Technology; Jenna Jakwerth,
Baking & Pastry Arts; Emma Januszewski, Cosmetology;
Alexander Merda, Deil & Food Production; Ella Powell,
Exercise Science & Rehab Therapy; Kaidance Pozniak,
Precision CNC Machining; and Matthew Wilson, Criminal Justice.
Polaris satellite students are:
Emma Reardon, Project Lead the Way Biomedical Science; Samantha Schwab, Marketing & Entrepreneurship;
Ian Taylor, Project Lead the Way Engineering; Matthew
Trunick, Broadcasting & Video Production.
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Creativity is the message for marketing students
Myla Miller stood by her bakery stand, which boasted her
home-made brownies, cookies and muffins. Her 4-hour
stint was halfway over and she was almost out of goodies.
Myla of Berea is a junior at Berea-Midpark High School
and a student in the Marketing and Entrepreneurship class,
a satellite program of Polaris Career Center.
The 29 students put together a May Market at the front of
the school on Saturday, May 14. Instructor Melissa Burchett said the goal of the program is to teach basic business skills.
“The students decide on a product, produce it and market
it,” she said. All of the materials are supplied. Some of the
students work behind the scenes.
“The sign shop is part of the program, so those students
created all of the signs,” Burchett said. The May Market
was a first for the school. “The students have been after
me to do this, so this seemed
like a good time to give it a
try.”
Business was brisk.

16 Titans earn
All-Southwestern Conference honors

Myla’s stand was called
My’s Sweets. “My is my
nickname,” she said. She
decided on baked goods at
the urging of her family.

Sixteen members of the Varsity Track & Field Team have
been given All-Southwestern Conference honors. Selections were based on results of the championship meet and
votes by conference coaches.
Girls First Team: Faith Kingsley – 100m hurdles, 300m
hurdles, long jump
Girls Second Team: Finley Devins – pole vault; Makayla
Kingsley – 100m hurdles; Jillian McArdle – 300m hurdles
Girls Honorable Mention: Maiya Agnew & Aida Gesink
Boys First Team: Thomas Coble – 1600m run; Cameron
Cupach – pole vault; Delton Wright – high jump
Boys Second Team: Thomas Coble – 4x800m relay,
3200m run; Bret Becker – 2x800m relay; Dylan Doran –
4x800m relay; David Lagina – high jump; Justin McDonnell – 4x800m relay; Ben Silva – pole vault
Boys Honorable Mention: Jack Arnold & Austin Clay

BEREA HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
GOLF OUTING
Friday, July 8
Coppertop at Cherokee Hills
Valley City
$85 per person
Proceeds benefit the BHS Alumni
Association Scholarship Program
18-hole, four-person scramble
Shotgun start 9 a.m.
Register at:
www.berea.k12.oh.us/alumni
Questions, call (440) 223-6444

The Community Aktion Club
Needs You!
June 4, 2022
2 - 6 p.m.

Kiwanis Pavilion
at Coe Lake Park
Come learn about the club!
The Aktion Club is park of the Kiwanis family and is the
ONLY service club for adults with disabilities.
Come meet the members and get an idea of what we do.
We volunteer in the surrounding communities to help
where we can.
Visit us on Facebook- Community Aktion Club
Website: communityaktionclu.wixsite.com/aktion
Email: communityaktionclub@gmail.com

“During the pandemic, I got
into baking a lot,” Myla said.
Myla Miller’s baked goods
“My family said it was really
were a popular item at the good and told me I should sell
May Market.

this.” And that is what
she did.
Mad’s Marks featured
homemade bookmarks by
sophomore Madilyn Timko of Berea. “I really like
to read,” Madilyn said.
She found herself using
strips of newspaper or
scrap paper as bookmarks. That prompted her
to create her own.
Madilyn Timko sells her homeSome of her bookmarks made
bookmarks at Berea-Midpark
were colorfully decorated
High School’s May Market.
with cats and dogs. Others were simpler as in
“Keep Calm and Read Books.” Madilyn is a Harry Potter
fan so, of course, there was “We all got both light and
dark inside us. What matters is the part we choose to act
on. That’s who we really are” … Sirius Black – a major
character in the book series.

Andie Denerville set up shop as Andie’s Art. A junior
from Middleburg Heights, Andie said she loves creating
drawings, posters and tote bags. “It lets me be myself,”
she said. She also sold buttons, necklaces and herbal tea.
Other students sold jewelry, knit and crochet products,
beach glass creations, keychains, T-shirts and car detailing.
The best part? “I told the kids they get to keep their profits,” Burchett said.

City eyes changes to Shade Tree Commission
The City is looking to add two additional members to the
Shade Tree Commission.

Woodmere and Lynn neighborhoods, which underwent
major street projects last year.

Right now, the Commission includes, by ordinance, the
service director, city engineer, two council members and
three residents. In reality, Tony Armagno is both the service director and the city engineer so he holds only one
seat on the commission.

“Trees help the appearance and health of the community,”
the Mayor added.

Mayor Cyril Kleem and Ward 4 Council Member Erika
Coble, who is a member of the Shade Tree Commission,
asked Council to increase the number of commission
members from seven to nine. Council approved the
change on May 16. The new configuration will eliminate
the city engineer as a member of the commission and will
include two council members, the service director and six
residents.
“This will allow more citizens to participate,” the Mayor
said. “We have lost some tree canopy due to the age of the
trees. We need to revitalize the tree canopy.”
Law Director Barbara Jones said the main duty of the
Shade Tree Commission is to maintain the City’s trees
according to the master plan. Members maintain a list of
approved trees for tree lawns, for example. The current list
is due to be updated.
The commission also will plan for tree lawn trees for the

Water plant employees agree
to 3-year contract

The City has negotiated a 3-year contract with a new union representing Berea Water Plant employees.
The eight water plant employees organized earlier this
year to form the Utility Workers Union of America Local
270. The contract calls for 3 percent raises and will be
retroactive to Jan. 1. City Council approved the contract
on May 16.
Other benefits are similar to those in the 3-year contract
negotiated with Service Department workers, who are
represented by Laborers International Union of North
American Local 860. The contract includes Juneteenth as
a holiday and paid parental leave.

Residents who are members of the Shade Tree Commission are appointed by the Mayor with the approval of City
Council.
In the meantime, the Mayor has appointed and Council
approved on May 2 three members to the Commission.
The terms are staggered so that not all members’ terms are
up at the same time.
Paul Anzalone, the former city service director, will fill an
unexpired term ending on July 12, 2022, and then will be
appointed to a full three-year term ending July 12, 2025.
Anzalone is no longer employed by the City.
Jane Scherer has been a member of the Commission for 10
years. She has been reappointed for a term ending on July
12, 2023.
Dr. Michael Melampy, ecology and biology professor
emeritus at Baldwin Wallace University, has been appointed for a term ending on July 12, 2024.
With the expansion, additional residents will be appointed.

West Center St. Bridge
Demolished

This is the view from West
Center Street over Valley
Parkway now that the West
Center Street Bridge is
gone. Fabrizi Construction
completed the project in
April. The City conducted a
study of the bridge in 2013.
The bridge was rated in
serious condition by the
county engineer and it was closed to traffic. Another
study determined that the bridge was not essential for
traffic or emergency access.
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Veterans commemorate end of Vietnam War
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in June

June 6, 1944: D-Day.
June 12, 1948: Women’s Armed Forces Integration Act/
Women Veterans Day
June 14, 1775: U.S. Army established/Flag Day.
June 22, 1944: GI Bill signed into law.
June 25, 1950: Korean War began.

Legion donates to Berea Police, Fire

Every year, American Legion Post 91 donates $1,000 each
to the Berea Police and Fire Departments to purchase extra equipment. This year, Police Chief Dan Clark said his
department purchased an ID card printer to print photo ID
cards for children. Parents can carry the cards and submit
them to police if a child is lost or missing. It helps police
to search and identify lost children, he said. The printer
will be available at local safety fairs.
Fire Chief Terry Ledwell said the Fire Department purchased a heavy duty rescue rope that replaces one that is
more than 20 years old. Firefighters also bought a rescue
ring that is used in water and ice rescues.

Lady vets honored at open house

The war in Vietnam ended on April 30, 1975, with the
hurried evacuation from Saigon via helicopter. It wasn’t
pretty.
Homecoming for Vietnam veterans wasn’t pretty either.
For many veterans, the physical, emotional and mental
scars remain.
To help heal the wounds and to honor comrades lost in
battle, the Vietnam Veterans of America commemorates
April 30 every year. This year, VVA Chapters 15 and 249
held the ceremony at the Coe Lake Pavilion.
Mayor Cyril Kleem welcomed the veterans and their families.
“For some the war is never over. There were no parades,
no thank you,” the Mayor said. “Maybe we can make up
for that now. Welcome home.”
The program included reading the names of the 424 military from Cuyahoga County who lost their lives in Vietnam. Special tributes were made for three Bereans who
never made it home – William Wade, Marine Corps;
Thomas Scullen, Marine Corps; and Daniel Pucci, Marne
Corps.
Roses were placed on chairs commemorating the veterans
of all wars and our Allies.
Members of the Cleveland area
Vietnamese community also took
part. While more than 58,000
Americans lost their lives in Vietnam, more than 2 million Vietnamese also died in the war. Toan
Huynh, a lieutenant junior grade in
the Republic of Vietnam Navy,
thanked the veterans for helping the
South Vietnamese people fight for
freedom.

To celebrate Women Veterans Day, the Medina Veterans
Hall is hosting an open house for women veterans and
their families on June 12. The open house begins at 1:30
p.m. Lunch is provided. The Medina Veterans Hall is at
620 N. Broadway in Medina.

Memorial recognizes
Native American vets

If you’re traveling to the Washington, D.C., area this summer, check out the National Museum of the American
Indian and the National Native American Veterans Memorial. The Memorial opened in 2020 and features the Warriors Circle of Honor designed by Harvey Pratt, a member
of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes of Oklahoma. He is a
Marine Corps veteran. The Museum will host a dedication
ceremony to honor Native American vets on Nov. 11,
2022. The Museum and Memorial are at 4 th St. SW,
Washington, D.C.

City toughens fireworks ban

The City of Berea bans homeowners and private groups
from shooting off fireworks. Offenders now will face additional fines and penalties.
Earlier this year, the Ohio legislature passed HB 172, allowing residents to discharge fireworks on private property on 12 select holidays throughout the year. The law allows cities to opt out. Berea has done that and will maintain its fireworks ban.
But Berea also will increase the penalties, especially for
repeat offenders.
Police Chief Dan Clark and Fire Chief Terry Ledwell said
their departments respond to complaints throughout the
year from neighbors concerned about safety and noise.
Law Director Barbara Jones said fireworks in densely
populated areas is a danger. Therefore, Berea will now
classify unauthorized fireworks displays as public nuisances.
Violating the fireworks ban is a first-degree misdemeanor,
which comes with a fine of not more than $1,000 and/or
six months in jail. Jones says the court often waives those
penalties or assesses a lesser fine. The City has added
additional penalties, which are mandatory and cannot be
waived. For a first offense, violators will be fined an additional $250, for the second offense $500 and for the
third offense $750. The additional fines will be placed in
a special City budget account to be used for fire prevention education relating to fireworks. Those additional fees
are not subject to suspension by the municipal court.
Jones said sparklers would be permitted but consumergrade fireworks are not.

Keynote speaker John
Kickham Jr. is assisted by
emcce Sean Ennis, Army
veteran of Vietnam.

“We pray for the people of Vietnam
to live in freedom and democracy,”
he said.

Veterans Coffee Club
With Chaplain Willie

Veterans Outreach Coordinator, City of Berea
*******************************
NOTE: NEW LOCATION!

Saturday, June 4, 2022
from 10-Noon
Pavilion at
Coe Lake Park

RSVP: Veterans Outreach
440-973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations. Send
items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Churches co-sponsor Vacation Bible School

Several Berea churches are collaborating to offer Vacation
Bible School from June 20-24. The Beloved Neighborhood VBS will be based on the legacy of Mr. Rogers and
his iconic PBS television program. VBS is open to children in pre-school through fifth grade and will be offered
at the United Methodist Church of Berea from 9:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. For more information or to register, contact
Pastor Carrie Antczak at cantczak@umcb.org.

Help build a Habitat for Humanity home

Crossroads Missions’ Help Build Hope is partnering with
the Berea United Methodist Church on July 15-16 to
frame a house for a future Habitat for Humanity home.
Individuals, families, businesses and groups are invited to
take part. The project is open to everyone 5 years old and
older. Register at http://www.helpbuildhope.com/
umcberea.

Keynote speaker was Berea
resident John Kickham Jr., a
Navy corpsman in Vietnam. He
was awarded a Silver Star for
attempting to save the life of a
wounded Korean Marine when
their helicopter crashed and
burst into flames.
Kickham served in Vietnam in
1970-71. That was 52 years ago,
he recalled, “a lifetime to
many.”

The Joint Veterans Honor
Guard and Berea Veterans
Outreach Honor Guard is led
by Jim Quisenberry, Army
veteran of Vietnam.

“I remember body counts being
a highlighted subject on the
news,” he said. “Before I knew
it, I’m stepping off a plane in DaNang.”

“No matter where you spent your time – DMZ to the
north down to the Mekong Delta in the south – it was 18-,
19-, 20-year-olds who fought and died. Making it through
one, two or three tours of duty in Vietnam was tough
enough. Coming home from an unpopular war, being
looked at with disdain and being called names or worse
was just as bad.”
For years, Kickham said he hid the fact he was a Vietnam
veteran. Now, he said, he wears his Vietnam veterans cap
proudly.
“Certainly not taking anything away from any of the ensuing military conflicts after Vietnam where lives were lost,
‘our’ war dead were the most disrespected and, at times,
have been the most forgotten,” Kickham concluded. “For
that reason, we come here today to honor and celebrate
the lives of the 424 Vietnam war dead from Cuyahoga
County, as well as all the war dead listed on the Veterans
Memorial Fountain in downtown Cleveland.”
“Welcome home, brothers!”
Taps was played by bugler Ryan Harris. The ceremony
ended with “Amazing Grace” performed by bagpiper Bob
Durrach, Air Force veteran of Vietnam.

Food pantries and
meal distribution

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood
Drive, (440) 826-4891, nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Driveup service only. Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley Road,
Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the second Friday of the month and 4-7 p.m. on
the fourth Friday.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the third
Saturday of the month.
Second Mile Outreach Pantry, 1480 Bagley Road, (440)
239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
Bread Ministry, Berea United Methodist Church, 170
Seminary St., (440) 234-3525. Bread and pastries only.
Noon – 2 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday.
Go to church addition on north side of church off Seminary. Pantry is through double brown doors.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of the
month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic
Church, 66 Adalbert St., Eat-in or Carry-Out. Next meal
is June 19.
Free Community Meals. St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276
E. Bagley Road, served twice a month, 5-6 p.m., on the
second Wednesday and last Wednesday of the month.
Drive-up only. Next meals are June 8 and June 29.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E. River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every Sunday.
Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for
more information.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s Community
Church and the Berea Branch Library. The Prospect Pantry is at the
corner of Prospect Street and Jacqueline Drive. St. Paul Lutheran
Church has a food donation box located near the side door. Nonperishable items only please.

At the Library
Book sale is June 10-12

Friends of the Berea Library is sponsoring a book sale
from Friday, June 10 through Sunday, June 12. Friends of
the Library preview will be 2-5 p.m. on Friday. This is
open the members of Friends or those who join at the
door. No electronic devices are permitted at the preview.
Individual memberships are $5 for one year. The book
sale is open to the public from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 11 and from 1-3:45 p.m. on Sunday, June 12.
Sunday will be a bag sale.

ALL AGES / FAMILIES

Summer Reading Carnival: This summer’s reading program will kick off on June 4 with a magician, balloon
twisting, crafts and games. Sign up for the Summer Reading Game to celebrate 100 years of the Cuyahoga County
Public Library. 2-4 p.m., Saturday, June 4.

FOR ADULTS

Stamp Collecting: Enjoy an introduction to stamp collecting and share ways to acquire and maintain stamp collections. A little stamp history and some hands-on experience with stamps will also be part of the evening. Registration required. 7 p.m., Thursday, June 23.

FOR TWEENS & TEENS

Summer String Art (Grades 6-12): Create art using
hammer, nails and some string. Registration required. 7
p.m., Wednesday, June 29.

FOR CHILDREN

WEEKLY STORYTIMES: A new 5-week session of
storytimes begins the week of June 20. Please visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org/events to register or call the
library at (440) 234-5475. Registration required.
STEAM Quest: Mighty Math (Grades 1-6) An afternoon of fun exploring different math concepts through
hands-on activities! Registration required. 2 p.m.,
Wednesday, June 15.

Music and Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years with a
caregiver): A high-energy session of music and movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and more. Registration required. 3:30 p.m., Monday, June 20, July 11,
Aug. 8.
Creative Kids: Alexander Calder and His Amazing
Mobiles (Grades 1-6) Learn about artist Alexander Calder and the engineering behind his amazing mobiles. Try
your hand at making your own creation to take home!
Registration required. 2 p.m., Tuesday, June 21.
STEAM Quest: Rockin’ Roller Coasters (Grades 1-6)
Learn about the history and engineering of roller coasters,
then take on the challenge to build your own! Registration
required. 2 p.m., Tuesday, June 28.

SUMMER PREVIEW – REGISTER NOW
TO SAVE YOUR SPOT!

Lost Restaurants of Downtown Cleveland: Bette Lou
Higgins, author of the book Lost Restaurants of Downtown Cleveland, will share favorite tales about historic
eateries between Public Square and Playhouse Square.
Otto Moser’s, Alpine Village, Mayfair Casino, the Short
Vincent, and restaurants of East 4th St. and the Terminal
Tower are just a few places covered in the book. Audience
members will be invited to share some of their dining
memories too! Registration required. 7 p.m., Tuesday,
July 12.
Cleveland’s Rock N Roll Music Venues: Author Deanna
Adams presents a fun, interactive presentation honoring
Cleveland’s most popular rock and roll venues and the
musicians who played there - from yesterday to today.
Registration required. 7 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 16.
Please contact the Berea Branch Library at (440) 234-5475 for
the latest information on programs, hours, and status of services. Registration is required for all programs. Curbside service is available.

City Club donations fund
major projects

Community Events

June 1: CLE Market. 4-8 p.m. Coe Lake Park.

June 4: Veterans Coffee Club. 10 a.m. to noon, Pavilion
at Coe Lake. RSVP Veterans Outreach Office, (440) 9734567.
June 4: Aktion Club meet and greet. 2-6 p.m., Kiwanis
Pavilion at Coe Lake.
June 6: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11
Berea Commons.
June 8: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
June 10: Pack the Park. Fundraiser for Tri-City dog
park. 7-10 p.m., Teamz restaurant, 6611 Eastland Road.
Tickets $25. Call (216) 926-2076.
June 11: Berea Animal Rescue Friends Volunteer Orientation. 7 p.m., Columbia Branch of the Lorain County
Library System, 13824 E. River Road. Opportunities include dog walking, companionship with cats, fundraising,
fostering, recycling, welcome desk and other volunteer
tasks.
June 13-16: Camp Discovery. For students entering
grades 6, 7 & 8. At Polaris Career Center. (440) 881-7666
or polaris.edu.
June 14: FLAG DAY.
June 16: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Meets on the third Wednesday of every month.
Call President Sue Wallick, (216) 256-5425 for further
information.

June 20: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
This will be the last Council meeting before summer recess.
June 21: FIRST DAY OF SUMMER.
June 22: Berea Historical Society. Berea High School
Bricks & the Tree of Knowledge presented by BMHS
student Christina Yates and Marianna Peris of the BHS
Alumni Association., 7 p.m.

The City Club also has committed $25,000 for the purchase of a new police dog. Vader and his handler, Officer
Dennis Bort, are due to retire in June 2023. They will be
assigned to Berea-Midpark High School for the coming
school year.

June 25: Native Plants for Home Gardening. 11 a.m. to
noon, Berea Branch Library, with Garrett Ormiston with
Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Hosted by Sustainable Berea, sustainable4berea@gmail.com.

A new fitness area is being constructed for the Berea Fire
Department. The City Club will fund the purchase of
$15,000 worth of new exercise equipment for the new
room, which is being built on to the rear of the station.

June 29: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
July 2-4: Grindstone Festival. 4-10 p.m., Coe Lake
Park.

Polaris Career Center

Register today:
Www.polaris.edu/campdiscovery
Registration deadline- June 3, 2022
For more information: (44) 891-7666

www.cityofberea.org

June 19: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4 p.m.,
St. Adalbert Catholic Church, Keller Center, 66 Adalbert
St. Free. Dine-in or carry out.

The City Club will fund an artificial tree that will be installed seasonally at Christmas time. The new tree is 22
feet high with warm LED lights; red, green and gold ornaments; and a star. Cost is $14,231.

For students entering 6th, 7th & 8th grades

(440) 826-5800

June 19: Father’s Day Classic Car Show. 3-8 p.m.,
downtown Berea. Proceeds benefit the Veterans Outreach
Office.

The current Triangle tree that the City lights for Christmas
is aging and has been damaged over the years by weather.
The branches are no longer strong enough to support
lights and ornaments. In fact, some of the tree’s branches
have fallen off.

June 13-16

POSTAL PATRON

June 19: FATHER’S DAY.

One will pay for a new, permanent Christmas tree for the
Triangle and another donation will fund second police
dog when K-9 Officer Vader retires. The City Club also
will help pay for fitness equipment for firefighters/EMTs.
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PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. PAID
BEREA, OH
PERMIT #333
ECRWSS

June 19: JUNETEENTH.

The Berea City Club has made three major donations to
the City.

CAMP DISCOVERY

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017

THANK YOU 2022 LIVE AT
THE LAKE SPONSORS

July 4: Berea Historical Society Ice Cream Social. 1-4
p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.

