
 

 

 

Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem 
 

Once again Berea has been 
named one of the safest towns 
in America. 
 
Earlier this year, Safewise 
ranked Berea as the No. 13 
safest town in Ohio and ranked 
our City as the No. 6 ranked 
safest college town in the coun-
try. Premium Schools has Be-
rea ranked at No. 10. 
 
These are national statistics 

based on the number of violent crimes and property 
crimes per 1,000 population. 
 
A great deal of the credit goes to the Berea Police, 
especially the Community Engagement Unit, which 
has been working with residents, Baldwin Wallace 
University officials and students to keep the campus 
as safe as possible. 
 
Last year, BW began a Jacket Escort Service to en-
sure that students could walk across campus safely. 
The program is a collaboration between the universi-
ty and Berea Police. Volunteers now escort students 
and faculty during evening hours upon request. 
Many of the volunteers are student athletes.  
 
The name Jacket Escorts comes from the BW Yel-
low Jacket athletic teams. Escorts are trained by Be-
rea Police and BW security.  
 
The Cityôs Housing and Code Enforcement staff also 
have played a major role in keeping incidents to a 
minimum. They have weekly contact with students 
and landlords to make sure City regulations are fol-
lowed and that student rental housing does not nega-
tively impact nearby neighbors.  
 
The City will continue to work closely, not only 
with BW, but with other civic organizations and the 
Berea Schools so that Berea can remain one of the 
safest cities in America. 
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the demolition by removing the pavement on West 
Center Street. A new sidewalk on Henry Street also 
will be installed.  
 

Armagno said a portion of Valley Parkway in the 
Metroparks under the bridge will be closed to traffic 
for about 21 days in February and March so that dem-
olition can be completed. 

The West Center Street Bridge over the Metroparks 
will be demolished beginning in January 2022. 
 

The project should be complete by the spring. 
 

Located next to Giant Eagle by Henry Street, the 
bridge was closed to all pedestrian and vehicular traf-
fic in 2017 when the Ohio Department of Transporta-
tion advised the City to close and partially demolish 
it. The bridge has continued to deteriorate. 
 

Traffic studies indicated that the bridge was not a 
major access route to the Parkway Shops or Giant 
Eagle, which abuts the bridgeway. Giant Eagle offi-
cials said deliveries are made through a sally port off 
West Bridge Street.  The City did look into grants for 
repairing or replacing the bridge but the cost was too 
high and the bridge was deemed ineligible for fund-
ing. 
 

Demolition costs are expected to be $350,000. 
 

Director of Public Works Tony Armagno said sani-
tary sewer lines under the bridge will be relocated.  
 
The City has signed an agreement with the Cleveland 
Metroparks to use a portion of the parksô property in 
the Mill Stream Run Reservation so crews can begin 

Center Street bridge demolition to begin in January 

 

The West Center Street bridge over the Metroparks will be 
torn down, beginning in January. 

BEREA KIWANIS INVITES 
YOU TO THE 66TH ANNUAL 

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE 
FESTIVAL 

 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, DEC. 12, 2021 
8 AM - 1 PM 

BALDWIN-WALLACE  
UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION 

 

This is all-you-can-eat for only $8 
Kids 5 and under eat free! 

Enjoy music by Marlynda & Dave Millen 
Pictures with Santa & crafts for kids! 


