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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
Every year, the State of Ohio
requires that cities, towns and
other governmental agencies
have their finances audited.
The City of Berea’s 2020 Financial Audit was just completed and we passed with flying colors.
The auditors stated "The City's
financial statements are free
from material misstatement…
the results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance." In other
words, the City of Berea has a "clean" audit report.
We are operating in a way that is transparent in our
financial record-keeping and how we report those
records.
Additionally, the City of Berea is compliant in meeting the best practices standards for public records.
Meaning, the City meets the best standards in the
way we keep public records, train our employees on
public records, and follow through on public records
requests from the public.
Our financial records and public records meet the
highest standards of transparency.
In April, the Finance Department received the State
of Ohio’s Award of Distinction from state auditor
Keith Faber. The award was sent to Berea Finance
Director Andrea Morris for excellence in financial
reporting “related to your Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report for 2019.” The citation goes on to
state, “Your exemplary reporting serves as the standard for clean, accountable government, representing
the highest level of service.”
We are very proud of our consistent record of excellence in the Finance Department. You can be assured that City Hall is a careful watchdog of your
tax dollars.

The Community is invited
100th Anniversary
Kiwanis Club of Berea
Celebration
2-8 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 18
Coe Lake Park
Inflatables – Food Trucks –
Basket Raffles
Paddle Boats on Coe Lake
Firework Display over the Lake
FREE

Memorial service will honor 20th anniversary of 9/11
Twenty years ago, on Sept. 11, 2001, America was attacked by terrorists. Four commercial airliners were highjacked. Two flew into the Twin Towers in New York City
as Americans watched in horror on TV. One flew into the
Pentagon. One plane, Flight 93, crashed in a field in
Shanksville, Pa., when passengers overpowered the terrorists.
On that day, 2,997 people lost their lives – passengers and
crews on the planes, people in the World Trade Center
towers and first responders on the ground attempting to
save lives.
The City of Berea and the Veterans Outreach Office will
commemorate the 20th Anniversary of 9/11 with a special
Memorial Service on the Triangle at 9 a.m. on Saturday,
Sept. 11.
Silhouettes representing Firefighters, Police, the Twin
Towers, the Pentagon and Flight 93 will line the Triangle.

To remember those who lost their lives that day, 2,997 U.S.
Flags will be surround the Triangle.
Taking part in the ceremony will be police officers, firefighters, members of the military, veterans, civilians and
Berea’s K-9 officer Vader. The Veterans Outreach Office
Honor Guard will present the colors.
The program also includes music by the Berea-Midpark
High School Symphonic Choir, which will perform “My
Country ‘Tis of Thee,” the “Star Spangled Banner” and
“America the Beautiful.”
The program will conclude with the playing of “Taps.”
For more information, contact the Veterans Outreach Office, (440) 9743-4567 or wspringer@cityofberea.org.

First responders remember 9/11
We all remember where we were and what we were doing
Sept. 11, 2001. Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, or Nov. 22,
1963, when President John F. Kennedy was assassinated,
and 9/11 are dates that are seared in American memories.
For First Responders, the terrorist attacks on New York
City and the Pentagon and the crash of Flight 93 in Pennsylvania take on a more personal meaning. Here are memories from some of Berea’s First Responders.
Fire Chief Terry Ledwell, an Air Force veteran, was a
rookie Berea firefighter on that day in 2001. “We had just
gotten back from a call and sat down to have some coffee,” he recalled. They turned on the TV and learned that a
plane had flown into one of the towers of the World Trade
Center.
“We were in shock and wondered how on earth a plane
could have flown into a building,” Ledwell said. Assistant
Chief Dan Larocco said, “Maye it was on purpose.”
“Everything we had planned that day went out the window,” Ledwell said. “Time just stopped. When the second
plane hit, we knew it was an act of war.”
“I watched with a bit of pride as the crews started to show
up and went to work. And then in terror as the buildings
came down. Everything we did from then on was changed
because of that day.
“So, it still affects me to this day and as long as I will be a
firefighter. To watch over 300 firefighters perish while
doing their jobs was horrible, and I’ll never forget that
moment. They knew they may not go home in one piece
and still went to work.”
Firefighter/paramedic Allen Scott was serving on active
duty with the U.S. Coast Guard on 9/11. He was in Kansas
on his way from Petaluma, Calif., to Cleveland on leave
after completing training as a corpsman. His new post was
to be Air Station Clearwater in Florida where he was to
become air-crew qualified. He was ordered to cut his leave
short and report for duty. He found himself in support of
U.S. naval forces in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks.
Scott applied for temporary duty with a new unit – Patrol
Forces Mediterranean, which included eight 110-foot patrol boats, four to be deployed to the Persian Gulf and four
to the Mediterranean.

Follow us on our social media platforms
for up-to-date information at:
City of Berea, Ohio

A silhouette also will honor Sirius – a K-9 officer who lost
his life when the Second Tower collapsed.

“I was assigned to medical support for the unit deployed
to Augusta Bay Sicily where we conducted joint efforts

with the Navy to keep U.S. vessels safe while traveling
through the Mediterranean,” Scott said.
“Sept. 11 initially made me angry as it did so many. It
made me proud to be part of the U.S. military and allowed
me to serve our country in its time of need,” Scott said. “I
realized how vulnerable we were with the advancement of
the internet and technology combined with open borders
and motive. We were attacked on our homeland as we
were some 60 years earlier.
“Twenty years later, what have I learned to apply to my
new career as a Berea firefighter? When the towers came
down, the survivors and first responders were enveloped
in a massive dust cloud. Those who survived the collapse
were at risk of developing multiple types of illnesses from
chronic respiratory problems to various cancers. As a firefighter, you are exposed to toxins often. We have learned
the importance of cleaning our gear and using breathing
apparatus to keep ourselves safe from the unseen killers.”
Police Chief Dan Clark, then a patrolman, had taken his
cruiser to the car wash when he heard on the radio about
two commercial airliners crashing into the Twin Towers.
He hurried back to the station where officers watched
events unfold on TV.
“Chief (Harry) Bernhardt told us all that we needed to be
out in our patrol cars to reassure a shaken and scared public,” Clark said.
“Once Cleveland Hopkins International Airport was
closed, I responded to the North End as streams of people
made their way down Route 237,” Clark recalled. “The
rest of the day was spent responding to calls of suspicious
activity. Residents were on edge, and I remember thinking
it was my job to be seen and to somehow make people feel
safe.”
The rest of the week was a blur, Clark said. “The nation
Story continued on page 2...
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First responders remember
9/11 continued...
continued to be inundated with 24/7 coverage from every
news channel about this never-before-seen horror that had
happened on American soil,” he said.
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Berea Kiwanis celebrates 100th anniversary
The Kiwanis Club of Berea will observe its 100th anniversary with a Community Celebration at Coe Lake on Sept. 18
followed by a banquet and installation of officers on Sept.
28.

Kiwanis Little League was
started in 1952. Club members were team managers,
umpires and coaches. The
project grew so rapidly that
the club turned it over to the
Berea Recreation Department and it now operates as
the Berea Baseball Association.

“The following weekend, I specifically remember checking
the businesses on West Bagley Road and noticing how blue
the sky was again, and I thought how strange it was that
there were no airplanes in the sky, and no accompanying
sounds of airplanes taking off and landing at the airport.”

The community party will feature inflatables for kids, food
trucks, live bands, paddle boats on the lake plus several basket raffles. Community organizations also will have tables
with information on volunteering and fundraising. The night
will be capped off with a fireworks display over Coe Lake.
The free event will run 2-8 p.m. and is open to the public.

In the weeks and months that followed, police departments
across the country learned what Anthrax was, and how to
properly put on a HAZMAT suit, Clark said. “We were all
introduced to a new way of life, and new campaign slogans
for the American public including, ‘See Something, Say
Something.’ Twenty years later, the memories and the
little details of that day are still as vivid as they were on
Sept. 11, 2001. Never Forget.”

On Sept. 28, Kiwanis will host a dinner at the West Side
Irish American Club, 8559 Jennings Road in Olmsted Township. Emcee will be Mayor Cyril Kleem. New officers will
be installed. Social hour begins at 5 p.m. followed by a buffet dinner. Tickets are $50 per person. For reservations, contact President Sherri Phelps at (216) 470-1565 or sherriphelps@gmail.com.

The club also built the Wintergreen Cabin in the Metroparks for use by Girl Scouts.
In 1954, the club sponsored its first pancake festival. That
event proved very popular and it’s still going strong 67 years
later.

Police Officer Stephanie Santos was just a kid, sitting in a
high school classroom on Sept. 11, 2001. The teacher
turned on the TV where the news reported a plane accident
in New York City.

“It’s been a busy year,” said Phelps, president of Kiwanis for
2020-21. The club faced challenges of the pandemic and
meeting virtually until recently resuming in-person meetings
at Mount Zion Baptist Church.

Berea Kiwanis admitted its first woman member in 1989. Up
until then, only men could become official members.

“My classmates and I watched in horror as a plane flew
directly into the second tower of the World Trade Center.
A second plane accident? How could that happen? It just
didn’t make sense. I then heard a word I had never heard
before and that would forever change my life - terrorism.

A member of Kiwanis for six years, Phelps said she really
enjoys volunteering. “I truly enjoy working with children,”
she said. She cited the Kiwanis Safety Town at the Berea
Rec Center and tutoring at Grindstone Elementary as highlights. “This gives me joy,” she said. “I want to help people
in need.”

“AL-QA’IDA, Taliban, Usama Bin Ladin… at that time, I
had never heard of them, and I had no idea that I would one
day come face to face with terrorists and insurgents years
later in Iraq,” Santos said.
Back home, Santos watched the news unfold in New York,
the Pentagon and Pennsylvania. “I remember being so
afraid and I had forever lost the innocence of my youth,
realizing the world wasn’t as safe as I thought it was.”
As she watched First Responders rushing into Ground Zero, her admiration grew, Santo said.
“I realized while watching the brave men and women of
the NYPD carrying men, women and children from the
wreckage, that I wanted to be that person. I wanted to run
towards the threat, while everyone else was running away.
I wanted to help those who were unable to help themselves.
And at that moment, I came to the realization, I was going
to be a Police Officer,” Santos said.
In 2003, she enlisted in the U.S. Army. She was 17 and
had to get her parents’ “reluctant permission,” she said, but
she signed up for five years with the Military Police Corps
stationed at Fort Hood, Texas.
“I volunteered to go to Iraq as soon as I was able,” she
said. She deployed in 2005.
During her unit’s one-year tour, “We encountered enemy
insurgents and engaged in fire fights. We were struck by
Improvised Explosive Devices (IED), as well as rockets
and mortars. We lost brothers and sisters in arms, but we
knew we were there for the greater cause, to end terrorism.
If there was anything we could do to prevent another terrorist attack like 9/11, we would do whatever it takes, even
making the ultimate sacrifice.”
“I, like many others, would give anything to change the
events of Sept. 11, 2001. It was the single worst day in our
nation’s history. That day, that one single day - a beautiful
day in September, left us with such deep wounds and scars
in the earth, as well as our hearts. Honestly, I don’t know
where I would be to this day if the terrorists had never decided to attack our nation, and 9/11 had never happened.
That day, that one single sleepy morning in high school,
forever changed me and my entire life.
“We will never be the same, and we will never forget. We
remember those who have paid the ultimate price on that
horrific day, and those who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the War on Terrorism since then. Lest we forget.”
“One of the worst days in America’s history saw some of
the bravest acts in Americans’ history. We’ll always honor
the heroes of 9/11”- President George W. Bush.

According to Jeff Haas, who has composed a history of the
Berea club, the very first Kiwanis Club was chartered in
Detroit in 1915. The Cleveland Club was No. 2 shortly
thereafter. Cleveland helped to form a club in Elyria in 1919.
This attracted the attention of a group of Bereans who sought
something to bring them together in civic duty. With the
Elyria club’s help, the Berea Kiwanis Club was formed by
83 men on Sept. 6, 1921.
The mission of Kiwanis evolved from an entrepreneurial
spirit to a philanthropic one with a strong focus on community service. The motto was changed from “We Trade” to
“We Build” in the early 1920s. In 2005, the motto became
“Serving the Children of the World” to reflect the primary
focus if Kiwanis service.
In the early days, the Berea club witnessed considerable social turmoil. Between 1921 and 1946, the world experienced
the Great Depression and World War II. Membership fell
from 60 to 30 by 1934 because of the economy. But during
this time, the club backed a movement to build a centralized
high school in Berea. It furnished the first playground equipment for the grade school. It also financed a free eye clinic,
which purchased glasses for underprivileged children.
In the mid-1940s and early 1950s, the club established a
Circle K Club at Baldwin-Wallace College and a Key Club
at Berea High School. The club also provided scholarships
for two students at BHS and one for a student at BW.

In 1988, Kiwanis donated funds for Berea’s first K-9 officer,
Max. He became an important part of the anti-drug program.

By the club’s 75th anniversary in 1996, members wanted to
give the City a gift that would enhance the Coe Lake area. It
donated $15,000 for naming rights for a pavilion. The original Kiwanis Pavilion was recently moved to Jason Malone
Park after renovations to Coe Lake included a new pavilion,
which retains the Kiwanis name.
More recently, the club began two major projects – American Flags Over Berea and the Empty Bowl Supper. About
105 U.S. Flags fly in the downtown area from Memorial Day
through Veterans Day. Proceeds fund scholarships for BereaMidpark High School students and BW Circle K students.
The Empty Bowl provides a simple meal of soup, salad,
bread and butter as a reminder of world hunger. Local restaurants supply the soup. Proceeds are donated to local food
banks.
Kiwanis also sponsors a Citizenship Day at Grindstone Elementary and St. Mary School. Students are nominated by
teachers for their displays of good citizenship. Kiwanis rewards the kids with a special assembly and certificates.
This past winter, Kiwanis started a new project, Operation
BErea Kind.” Donations of hats, scarves, gloves, socks and
personal hygiene items were placed in plastic bags and tied
to the fence surrounding Safety Town. People were urged to
give what they can and take what they need.
Haas, who served as Kiwanis president from 2018-19, said
an expanded history of the club will be printed and given to
those who attend the banquet on Sept. 28.
Haas is very active in several Berea organizations and was
named the Grindstone Award winner in 2018. He said joining Kiwanis was a natural fit for him. “I’m a volunteer type
of guy,” he said. “I knew it was a group of people that did
good things for the community and especially for children.”

Berea signs on for opioid settlement
The City will take part in a proposed statewide lawsuit settlement with several pharmaceutical companies.
The deal could net the City between $40,00-$60,000.
City Council unanimously OK’d participating in the settlement during a special meeting on Aug. 9. The agreement is
termed the OneOhio Subdivision Settlement and is with
McKesson Corp., Cardinal Health Inc., AmerisourceBergen
Corp. and Johnson & Johnson. J&J no longer manufactures or
distributes opioids and as part of the settlement, the drug company has agreed not to manufacture or distribute opioids for
another 10 years.
The settlement is the result of litigation brought by the State
of Ohio to hold drug companies accountable for the damage
caused by opioid prescription drugs. The case is being heard
in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio,
which has jurisdiction over the National Prescription Opiate
Litigation.
Berea Law Director Barbara Jones said state Attorney General
Dave Yost “is seeking to settle all of the claims by Ohio cit-

ies.” She said the measure passed by Council “authorizes Berea to participate in whatever the attorney general negotiates.”
OneOhio could receive up to $804 million that will be divided
among the various counties, cities, villages and townships.
Berea’s portion could range from $41,371 to $59,102.
“The more cities that take part, the higher the settlement,”
Jones said. The amount is based on population.
Jones said the City likely would receive one-half to two-thirds
of the money over a three-year period and the rest of the funds
“will trickle in over 18 years.”
A memorandum of understanding governing the settlement
stipulates that the money must be used to fight drug abuse,
such as training for police and firefighters/paramedics, purchase of Narcan, intervention programs and public education.
The City will set up a special fund in the budget for the opioid
money.
The City also is participating in the Purdue Pharmaceutical
lawsuit. That case is still pending in the courts.
For more information on the proposed OneOhio settlement,
go to https://nationalopiodsettlement.com.
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Madzy 5k & Dog Walk

Sunday, September 26
Lou Groza Field at Roehm Athletic Complex
7220 Pleasant Ave., Berea
Start Times

Race Day
Registration and Packet Pickup: 8 a.m.
5K Run & 1 Mile Fun Walk: 9 a.m.

Fees

Pre-Registration
1 Mile - $15 | 5K - $20
Race Day Registration
1 Mile- $20 | 5K - $25

Race Details

Triangle is source for Berea history
The downtown Triangle is the hub of the City and also the
repository of much of Berea’s history.
To get a closer look, Dennis Kushlak, president of the
Berea Historical Society, led a walking tour of the downtown recently.
The group gathered at the society’s Mahler Museum on
East Bridge Street and then took an hour-long stroll
throughout the downtown area with Kushlak pointing out
the highlights. For example, Front Street used to be the
home of now-defunct Isaly’s, Rexall Drugs and an A&P
grocery store. Along the Triangle, residents shopped at
Neubrand’s Shoes, Chester’s Children’s Store, Art’s
Men’s Shop and the Fashion Shop.

Race starts and ends at Lou Groza Field at the Roehm Athletic Complex. Score a touchdown as the 5K finishes on the
football field. Everyone who pre-registers will receive a top
quality short sleeve race shirt. A limited number of race
shirts will be available for those who register on the day of
the race, so be sure to register in advance. Post race refreshments will be provided to all participants.

An historical marker on the Triangle indicates that Berea
sandstone quarry owner and Seminary founder John Baldwin bought what is now most of Berea from Postmaster
General Gideon Granger. The seminary trustees transferred the Triangle to the citizens of Berea in 1847 with
the provision that the land be used as a “public promenade.”

The Cause

Over the years, the Triangle was used as a farmers’ market, a bandstand for community concerts and Civil War
recruiters and a watering trough for horses.

All proceeds go to the Madzy Fund which helps to pay the
"participation fee" for student athletes at Berea-Midpark
High School, Intermediate and Junior High Schools, as
well as, the Berea Baseball Association and Lou Groza
Football who could not otherwise afford to pay such a fee.

Registration

For more information or to register, go to https://
runsignup.com.

Trash collection delayed
for Labor Day

Curbside trash and recycling collection will be delayed
one day because of the Labor Day holiday on Monday,
Sept. 6. Trash usually collected on Monday will be picked
up on Tuesday. Tuesday’s trash will be picked up
Wednesday and so forth throughout that week. Questions,
call Kimble Recycling and Disposal at (800) 201-0005.

It is home to monuments to the City’s war dead, dating
from the Civil War to Vietnam. Kushlak noted that there
are 200 names on the World War I plaque but a total of 36
for World War II, Korea and Vietnam combined.

National Night Out is sponsored by police departments
throughout the U.S. to give residents a chance to meet and
greet police as neighbors and friends and not just as the
uniform who stops you for speeding.
Berea police hosted a Night Out at Guidestone in 2019
aiming to connect with youth at risk who are treated at
that facility. Last year, the program was put on hold because of the pandemic.
“This year, we wanted to do something to connect with
the wider community,” said Police Chief Dan Clark.
“That’s the purpose of Night Out – to let the community
get to know us.”
Families and kids had that chance as they climbed over
and through a SWAT vehicle and lined up for facepainting and a balloon artist. Angela Brooks of Mootown
Creamery handed out 200 free cups of ice cream and when
those ran out, she gave the kids coupons for a free scoop if
they visited the store.
Police Chaplain Dave Purdy gave out bottles of bubble
mix, but those ran out too.
There were games for kids like trying to throw a football
through a Tackle Wheel borrowed from the Rec Center.
Manning that game was Patrolman Nick Huskins of the
Community Engagement Office. He hustled as he chased
footballs and made sure children received their candy prizes.
There also was an obstacle course with orange cones.
Patrolman Dennis Bort introduced kids to Vader, the K-9
officer. That was a huge hit, and Vader enjoyed plenty of
pets and ear scratches.
The Army National Guard was on hand with a truck and a

World War I.
The walking tour also included a visit to Heritage Park,
where winners of the annual Grindstone Award and the
Historical Society’s Heritage Award are recognized.
Heading back to the museum, walkers passed through
Dorothy McKelvey Park. McKelvey was the founder of
the Berea Historical Society. Her park was rededicated in
2015 and now features a splash pad and small pergola.

The Triangle also boasts a naval cannon dated 1875. It was
restored in 2007. Next to the cannon is a memorial to the
U.S.S. Maine, which was blown up in the harbor of Havana, Cuba, in 1898, sparking the Spanish-American War.
The plaque is made from metal sheeting recovered from
the Maine.

Judy Stull of the historical society noted that “every scrap
of paper she ever collected was on her desk and she knew
just where to find them.”

The newest addition to the Triangle is a memorial to Second Lt. Albert Baesel of Berea who received the Medal of
Honor for his actions on the battlefield in France during

Earlier this summer, Kushlak led a walking tour of the
former sandstone quarries. Kushlak said the walks would
resume in the spring.

Police welcome families to Night Out at Coe Lake
Hundreds of Bereans got to meet their police officers and
have fun too during a National Night Out at Coe Lake on
Aug. 3.

Visiting the Remember the Maine memorial on the Triangle
are Gayle Morgan, Diane Gottschalk, Lesley Sperber, Janet
Lehman, Judy Stull and Dennis Kushlak.

bouncy house.

Berea Elks brought their drug awareness van, and Elroy
the Elk entertained and posed for photos. Ditto for
McGruff the Crime Dog, otherwise known as Patrolman
Dave Kammerman.
Boy Scout Troop 107 had a display to explain scouting to
boys and girls. AT&T offered special deals for First Responders.
It was a good night out for families, agreed Tom and Susan Madden of Berea. They brought their three grandsons,
two of whom were visiting from Texas, plus daughter,
Bridget Madden from Brooklyn.
“This was so well organized,” Susan Madden said. “We
just love all the festivals and family-friendly days and
things to do in Berea.”
Night Out was organized by the department’s Community
Engagement Unit headed by Lt. Aaron Krouse.
Chief Clark said Night Out will be back next year. “It’s
always the first Tuesday in August,” he said. “We plan on
being here again next year.”

Walkers crossed the Henry Barr Bridge at the edge of Coe
Lake, returning to the museum and the end of the tour.

City hires new public works
superintendent

Chris Croson is the new superintendent at the Public Works
Department. He is based at the
service garage and began his
duties on July 14.

Croson previously was the yard
office coordinator for the City
of Shaker Heights for five
years and worked for the City
of Rocky River before that.
A native of Maple Heights, he
graduated from Maple Heights
Chris Croson
High School and is a graduate
of the Fire Academy at Cuyahoga Community College.
Croson said his main hobby is physical fitness.
“I love working out,” he said. “I love coaching and playing volleyball.” In his spare time, he is the volleyball
coordinator for Lifetime Fitness in Beachwood.
Croson has a son, 18, who just graduated from Garfield
Heights High School and is enrolled in Tri-C this fall.
Croson has been living in Garfield Heights but is moving
to Lakewood.

Recycling Tip of the Month
How to deal with too much trash

If you’ve got too much trash to fit in the dark green Kimble trash containers, bag the extras and leave for bulk
pickup. If your trash is consistently overflowing the container, you might consider requesting a second trash can.
Contact Kimble at (800) 201-0005 or go to
www.kimblecompanies.com. Kimble also can provide
roll-off containers for large projects.
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HEALTHY
HOUSING TIPS
Fall is the time to plant
trees and shrubs

If homeowners are looking to do some landscaping, replace trees and shrubs and add new greenery to their property, fall is a good time to do that.
According to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources,
late August through October is ideal for tree planting. The
hottest days of the summer are over and the ground isn’t
frozen yet. The cooler temperatures allow roots to become established before winter sets in.
Early spring is another option. Plant trees before buds
appear. Be sure the weather is cool and the spring rains
haven’t begun.
The proper application of mulch can help trees maintain
moisture and improve the soil. It also controls weeds.
Too much mulch is harmful, however. The ODNR recommends a depth of 2-4 inches without the so-called mulch
volcanoes. Excessive piles of mulch around the trunk can
damage the tree and make it susceptible to disease and
insects. Too much mulch also reduces the amount of water and air available to the roots.
The Berea Shade Tree Commission has a list of trees appropriate for this climate and soil conditions. Tree lawn trees
should not interfere with overhead utility lines and the
roots shouldn’t damage underground water and sanitary
sewer lines.
The City of Berea has a Tree Reimbursement Program.
Residents can plant up to three trees in front yards or tree
lawns and apply for partial reimbursement of costs. The
program provides for reimbursement of one-half the cost
of the tree but not more than $25 per tree. For an application, contact the Service Department at (440) 826-5816. If
you have concerns about the condition of any tree lawn
tree, contact the service garage at (440) 826-5853. You
also can report a concern on the City’s web site –
www.cityofberea.org.
Everyone enjoys trees and other landscaping features but
they can sometimes cause problems between neighbors. In
the majority of cases, the issues can be resolved by the
parties themselves. In the majority of cases, the City does
not have the ability to intervene in private disputes.
In general, if a neighbor’s tree falls on an adjacent property as the result of a storm and the tree was healthy and
well-maintained, the tree owner is usually not responsible
for any damage. If the tree falls because of faulty maintenance, the tree owner may be responsible.
Leaves, bean pods or acorns that fall onto an adjacent
property are usually considered a natural occurrence and
are the responsibility of the property owner where the debris fell.
If you have questions or concerns about any of these issues, please consult a private attorney.
As always, for exterior maintenance issues, please contact
Jim Brown, administrator of operations and supervisor of
the Exterior Maintenance Program, at (440) 826-5800
ext. 4402 or jbrown@cityofberea.org.

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations.
Send items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the
month)

Christian Women in Action
plans service

Christian Women in Action Ministries Inc. has scheduled
its monthly September service and fellowship for 9:30
a.m. on Saturday, Sept. 11 at the Reinberger Chapel, 202
E. Bagley Road, on the campus of Ohio Guidestone. Minister Tracey Robinson-Ruffin, founder & CEO of Sister
Circle Medina Inc. will be ministering the service. Masks
are
required.
Space
is
limited.
RSVP
to
cwaction@aol.com.
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Boutique offers clothes for the Whimsical Gal
For Julie Ohmer, owning her own boutique was a lifelong
dream.
“My parents always told me I’d end up in the world of
fashion,” she said.
In March 2020, she opened Whimsical Gal Boutique.
That’s when the pandemic hit, so “it was hard for a bit,”
she said. She began offering women’s clothing and accessories online and through a mobile app.
In July 2020, she opened the doors on a brick-and-mortar
shop at 398 W. Bagley Road in the Berea Business Incubator in what used to Williamsport Plaza. She’s in Unit
No. 17. The Incubator is across from West Valley Plaza.
“People wanted to try on the clothes they were looking at
online,” Ohmer said. “So, I did it.”
The 800 square feet are stocked with jeans, slacks, tops,
belts, purses and jewelry and a dressing room. A top seller
is Judy Blue Jeans, she said. “People ask about those all
the time,” Ohmer said.
The inventory appeals to a wide range of women and
teens. Ohmer said she’s had customers from 13 to women
in their 70s. Sizes are from extra small to 3X. “I try to
provide something for everyone,” she said.
Ohmer also ships to clients who are not comfortable visiting the store or live out of the area. Customers can order
off the Whimsical Gal web site or the mobile app.
The shop also stocks items from other local businesses,
such as Cleveland Caramel Corn Co.’s gourmet popcorn
in a variety of flavors like vanilla drumstick and peanut

20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF
SEPTEMBER 11TH

MEMORIAL SERVICE

Please join the City of Berea & Office of
Veterans Outreach in commemorating the
20-year anniversary of 9/11.
The service will include an inspiring Silhouette Chair Ceremony, Readings & Music.

Saturday, September 11th, 2021
9:00 a.m.
Berea Triangle
For more information contact:
The Veterans Outreach Office at
(440) 973-4567 or wspringer@cityofberea.org.
Silhouettes will represent the fallen along
with 2,997 flags will surround the triangle
in remembrance of the victims of 9/11.

butter. Then there are
drink mixings from Nectar Vine as well.
Ohmer’s journey to business owner was a direct
path from high school.
Once she graduated, she
enrolled in Virginia Marti College of Art & De- Julie Ohmer welcomes clients to shop
Whimsical Gal Boutique on Bagley
sign in Lakewood to atRoad
across from West Valley Plaza.
study fashion merchandising. She worked for several stores in the area before
enrolling in cosmetology school.
“I got all my degrees and certificates and was ready to go,”
she said.
She comes by her business sense naturally. Her family
owns Glendale Machine Co. in the Cleveland area. “I was
around business all my life,” Ohmer said.
Shopping, especially during a pandemic, should be made
easier and Ohmer offers three ways to browse the boutique
– visit the store, shop online at the Whimsical Gal web site
or download the app on Google Play or the App Store.
She will have a display at the last CLE Market of the year
on Sept. 15.
Whimsical Gal Boutique is at 398 W. Bagley Road, Unit
No. 17, and is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays and 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. Call (216) 8561837. Email info@whimsicalgal.com. Web site is
www.whimsicalgal.com. The boutique is also on Facebook.

NEWS BRIEFS

City Council resumes meetings

Berea City Council has been in recess over the summer.
Council will resume its regular meetings in September on
the first and third Mondays of the month. Because of Labor Day on Monday, Sept. 6, Council’s first meeting of the
season will be Tuesday, Sept. 7, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
Meetings are in Council Chambers at City Hall, 11 Berea
Commons.

Southwest General upgrades maternity ward

Southwest General Health Center has received a $1.25
million donation from the Cosgrove Family Foundation to
support the hospital’s maternity unit renovation and expansion. Total cost of the project is $17.5 million. It will double the size of the maternity unit and elevate the ward from
Level I care to Level II care. When complete it will be the
only Level II Neonatal Special Care Nursery and maternity
facility in southwestern Cuyahoga County and northern
Medina County. The newly expanded unit will be named
the Cosgrove Maternity Center. William Cosgrove is president and CEO of Union Home Mortgage.

Solo Squares offers free dance lessons

Solo Squares will offer free square dancing lessons 7-9
p.m. on Sept. 13, 20 and 27 at St. Paul Lutheran Church,
276 E. Bagley Road. The lessons are for teens and adults
12 years old and up. Singles and couples are welcome.
Beginning on Oct. 4, lessons will be $5. Questions, call
Diane at (440) 779-8379 or Brenda at (216) 281-3958 or
email solosquaresdanceclub@outlook.com.

City upgrades grass, weed regulations
The City has updated and City Council has unanimously approved changes to ordinances governing grass and weeds.
Law Director Barbara Jones said the original ordinances were
too vague to be enforceable. Definitions have been added for
weeds, turf grass, noxious weeds and poisonous weeds and
vines.
Noxious weeds include any weed listed in Ohio Administrative Code. Poisonous weeds and vines are plants when
touched or ingested can be harmful. These include poison
ivy, poison oak and poison hemlock, among others. Turf
grasses are those commonly used for lawns, such as bluegrass, fescue and ryegrass blends. A weed is a plant or grass
that if left unchecked will choke out cultivated plants.
The updated ordinance states that failure to control these and

failure to keep shrubs and bushes trimmed can constitute a
nuisance. This can be a safety issue if the plants or bushes
block lines of sight at intersections or sidewalks.
The ordinance also prohibits the planting of gardens and
stones in the public right of way. Some residents have planted
gardens on tree lawns. However, if the City or a utility requires access to the tree lawn to perform maintenance or repair
or replace utility lines, the plantings will be removed at the
owner’s expense and will not be permitted to be replaced.
Those tree lawn gardens already in place are grandfathered in
and do not have to be removed.
Jones said the updates are part of the Law Department’s review of the City’s ordinances to ensure that they are consistent.
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At the Library
The beginnings of Walt Disney World

Zachary Randolph, Baldwin Wallace history student, will
discuss the original vision for Walt Disney World, as well as
share what the resort was like at its grand opening 50 years
ago. Presented in partnership with Baldwin Wallace University. Registration is required. 2 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 29 in
person.

FOR ADULTS

Become a Dementia Friend – VIRTUAL: Join Kendal at
Home Care Coordinators Terri Lanham and Cheryl Deatherage to gain an awareness and understanding of dementia and
become a Dementia Friend. Learn about the small things you
can do to make a difference and better support your friend,
neighbor, loved one, co-worker, colleague, and even firsttime acquaintances. This program will be held virtually on
Zoom. Registration is required. 2 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 14
Fall Plant Exchange – IN PERSON: If you have perennials to
share, bring them to the Berea Branch for our biannual plant
exchange. The exchange will begin at noon. Gardeners may
begin arriving at 11:45 a.m. to unload and display their
plants. The exchange will end when the plants are gone or the
participants have selected everything they want. Leftover
plants will be, "up for grabs," on the patio for the remainder
of the day. Weather-permitting, the swap will take place outside the library, on the patio, to the left of the main entry
doors. The swap will be moved inside if necessary. Registration requested. 11:45 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 2
Lost Department Stores of Cleveland – VIRTUAL: Local
historian and author, Michael DeAloia, will talk about the
fabulous stores that once graced the city. With its dynamic
retail stores, homes to countless millionaires and elevated air,
Cleveland was one of a trio of famous American retail promenades alongside New York’s Fifth Avenue and State Street
in Chicago. This program will be held virtually on Zoom.
Registration required. 7 p.m., Monday, Oct. 4
Non-Profit Information Fair: Find out what’s new or changed
with the many organizations that serve our community. If you
represent a Berea non-profit, contact the Berea Branch for a
free table. 4-7 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 19.

FOR CHILDREN

Children’s Storytimes begin on Sept. 20 and run for five
weeks. Call (440) 234-5475 or visit cuyahogalibrary.org for
specific times and ages. Storytimes are available for children

from birth through age 5. Registration is required.
Paper Folding Fun (Grades K-5) – IN PERSON: Join us for
an hour of fun as we learn about the origins of paper folding,
share an origami story, and make several different origami
creations. Registration required. 7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 9
Music & Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years with a caregiver) - IN PERSON: Enjoy a high-energy session of music
and movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and more.
Registration required. 3:30 pm., Monday, Sept. 13
Imagine, Build and Share (grades K-5) – VIRTUAL: Students
will be emailed a creative challenge two weeks before the
program date. Using your own materials and imagination,
build something that meets this challenge prior to the program. Then share your creation with all of the participants.
Each session will include a staff member presenting a book/
story related to the challenge. Registration is required. 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Sept. 14
Read, Talk, Make: Virtual Homeschool Book Discussion
(Grades 4-7) – VIRTUAL: Join us via Zoom to discuss Pax
by Sara Pennypacker and work on a fun project while we
chat. Registration is required. 10:30 a.m., Thursday, Sept. 16

FOR TWEENS & TEENS

Autumn String Art (Grades 6-12) – IN PERSON: Celebrate
the first day of the season with autumn-inspired string art. All
supplies will be provided. Registration required. 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 22.
Hours for all Cuyahoga County Public Library branches:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday – Thursday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday – Saturday
1-5 p.m. Sunday
Library will be closed on Labor Day weekend, Sept. 5-6.

Cuyahoga County Public Library continues to watch
county Covid statistics and guidelines from the CDC
(Centers for Disease Control). At the time of printing, the
Berea Branch Library is open to the public during our
regularly listed hours and is planning to offer some inperson programming, with social distancing, as well as
some virtual programs. Please be sure to contact the library at (440) 234-5475 for the latest information on programs and hours in case there have been any changes.

Red Cedar Coffee breaks ground for new store
Red Cedar Coffee, a staple in Berea for 16 years, has broken ground on a new facility on West Bagley Road.
The new 4,200-square-foot building will house the
roastery plus a store, a sit-down eating area and a patio.
“We are growing and we knew we needed more room,”
said owner Larry Denton. “And we wanted to stay in Berea.” Denton and wife Julie met while students at Michigan State University. When they founded the business,
they borrowed the name Red Cedar Coffee from the Red
Cedar River that flows through campus.

debt. It’s a leap of faith.”
Architects of the new Red
Cedar are Makovich &
Pusti. General contractor is
JL Moore.
In the meantime, Red Cedar This architect’s rendering depicts
the new Red Cedar Coffee locaCoffee will continue to op- tion
set to be complete by the end
erate at its current location
of the year.
just down the street at
leased facilities at 711 W. Bagley Road. Contact them at
(440) 260-7509. Web site is www.redcedacoffee.com.

Denton said plans for the expanded facility began more
than four years ago. The economy and pandemic slowed
things down but now he hopes to open by the end of the
year. Final move-in probably will be in January 2022.

Please join us for a celebration of life:

Red Cedar supplies many restaurants and businesses in the
northeast Ohio area and also has a thriving online business
that reaches 40 states. Daughter Anne Denton handles that
as director of sales and marketing.

Hosted by: The City of Berea &
Office of Veterans Outreach

Consumers also drop by for a pound or two for their families. That aspect will become more convenient in the new
location.
Denton said they bought two lots at 1185 W. Bagley
Road. The store will sit on one lot. Denton said he has no
definite plans for the second lot. It could house another
business or he might build there himself.
Denton said he and Julie had no idea how popular Red
Cedar would become when they opened in 2005. “I am so
surprised,” he said. “We had no customers and a lot of

Community
Memorial Service

Thursday, Sept. 23
(Date changed from 9/16/21)

All events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets are
available at bw.edu/tickets unless stated otherwise. For a
complete listing of events, visit bw.edu/events.

Library presents 1971 – ‘The Other Year
That Changed Everything’

Ritter Library presents "1971: The Other Year That Changed
Everything." The event series includes an exhibit (Sept. 7 Dec. 3) and lectures examining the factors and facets of one
extraordinary year that would see seismic shifts triggered by
political upheaval, civil protest, pop culture movements, scientific advancement and environmental awareness. "What’s
Going On"… in 1971!?
"The Pentagon Papers": Presentation by Zachary Randolph, BW senior public history major. The Pentagon Papers
were a significant turning point in the United States’ history
as the general public became aware of the government’s deception surrounding the Vietnam War and their attempt to
cover up incriminating and classified information. 2 p.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 15, Ritter Library, 57 E. Bagley Rd.
"Between the U.S. and the World's First Earth Day":
Presentation by Dr. Franklin Lebo. In the aftermath of the
first U.S. Earth Day, the world began preparations for the
1972 United Nations Conference on the Environment in
Stockholm. This address highlights the significance of 1971
as a year of gathering momentum for the global environmental movement. 2 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 22, Ritter Library,
57 E. Bagley Rd.
"The Vision and Beginnings of Walt Disney World":
Zachary Randolph, BW senior public history major, will discuss the original vision for Walt Disney World as well as
share what the resort was like at its grand opening 50 years
ago. 2 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 29, Cuyahoga County Public
Library - Berea Branch, 7 Berea Commons.

Other BW events in September include:

Art Exhibit: "Eighty-six Reasons (for asylum admission)"
Ohio artist Kimberly Chapman examines why women were
sent to asylums during the Victorian era and the botched diagnoses and treatments they received. Aug. 30 – Sept. 24.
Opening Reception: 5-8 p.m., Sept. 10, Fawick Art Gallery,
Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Burrell Observatory Open House & Lecture: "Exploring
Titan" (Free ticket required): Dr. Geoffrey Landis of
NASA Glen will present a lecture on NASA's current plans to
send a space mission to Saturn's moon Titan. After the lecture, the Observatory (42 E. Fifth Ave.) will be open for
viewing, weather permitting. 7:30 p.m., Friday, Sept. 10,
Mainstage Theatre, Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E.
Bagley Rd.
Faculty Recital: J.R. Fralick. 3 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 19,
Fynette Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49
Seminary St.
Shakespeare's "Twelfth Night" ($): Where music is the
food of love, "Twelfth Night" will sweep you into a world of
passion, deception, confusion and a shipwreck thrown in for
good measure. Unrequited love and mistaken identity take
center stage in this romp where no one is quite what they
seem. 7:30 p.m., Wednesday-Saturday, Sept. 29 – Oct. 2; 2
p.m., Sunday, Oct. 3, Black Box Theatre, Kleist Center
for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
NOTE: In-person events are subject to federal, state and
local COVID-19 health mandates; please check bw.edu/
events for any health protocols before attending an event.

Berea Alzheimer’s Care Center

CAR SHOW

6 p.m.
Coe Lake Park Gazebo

Saturday, Sept. 25
2-4 p.m.
49 Sheldon Rd., Berea

Interdenominational readings & music.
Flowers placed in Coe Lake
in memory of loved ones.

Food, Fun and Live Entertainment
50/50 raffle & raffle baskets

RSVP: Veterans Outreach
Office at (440) 973-4567

Please RSVP to Valerie Smith
(440) 234-0454
communicarehealth.com

Monthly Berean

Elks donate
to fire department

Page 6

Berea named Purple Heart City
Berea was named a Purple Heart City during the City’s
Veterans Picnic on Thursday, Aug. 5.
The honor was bestowed by the Military Order of the Purple Heart in recognition of the City’s commitment to veterans. A plaque honoring Berea was presented by Randy
Howson, commander of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart Department of Ohio, and Charles Tobe, also of the
Purple Heart veterans.
Howson, an Army veteran of Vietnam and a Purple Heart
recipient, said it was important to recognize those who
have served and sacrificed. The Purple Heart is given to
military who have been wounded or killed in combat.
“The salute and a handshake to a veteran is important,” he
said. “It’s a good way to say thank you.” He said those
meant a lot to him when he returned from Vietnam.

Richard Threadgill of Berea Elks Lodge 1815 presents a check to
Fire Chief Terry Ledwell to pay for updated software and life
jackets for firefighters.

Berea Elks Lodge 1815 has presented the Berea Fire Department with a check for $3,000 to fund the purchase of
life jackets and some software updates.
The software updates will allow the department to file
reports online faster and more efficiently, Chief Terry
Ledwell said.
He said the life jackets are used in water rescues and the
current jackets are at least 20 years old. The donation will
pay for around 22 new jackets.
Richard Threadgill of Berea Elks presented the check to
Chief Ledwell on July 29. “The grant will allow the Fire
Department to do what they do safely and professionally,”
Threadgill said. “We want them to be properly equipped
and we want to honor them for their service.”
Threadgill also said the Elks were donating 100 backpacks to fifth graders in the Berea City School District.
The backpacks are packed with school supplies.

The ceremony also recognized local Purple Heart recipients. James Quisenberry received two Purple Heart medals
during his time in Vietnam. “I enlisted,” he said. “I figured it was my turn.”
Quisenberry was wounded on March 14, 1968, in the
mountainous jungle area of the central highlands of Vietnam while he served with the 173rd Airborne Brigade.
He was hit in the leg when the perimeter came under intense rocket, mortar and small arms fire.
Six months later on Sept. 3, he was seriously wounded in
both hands and his right shoulder when his patrol came
under intense automatic weapons fire. That’s when he got
to go home.
Steve Polombo of Berea was in Vietnam from 1969-1970.
“I was on patrol near a little village called Bungso,” he
said. He was hit in the leg by small arms fire. “They sent
me to the hospital, patched me up and I was back in the
field within a week.”
John Kickham of Berea was a Navy corpsman assigned to
the Marines. In 1971, he was evacuating a wounded Republic of Korea Marine when his chopper was downed by
enemy fire. The aircraft crashed into water and burst into
flames. Kickham became entangled in concertina wire.
After freeing himself, he made multiple attempts to rescue

Masks optional in
Berea School District

Titans football home opener is Sept. 3

The Berea-Midpark High School Titans
varsity football team’s home opener
will be 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 3 at Finnie Stadium vs. St. Francis De Sales
High School. The Titans open the season with two away games – Aug. 20 vs.
Highland High School and Aug. 27 vs.
Nordonia. For tickets or more information, go to titansathletics.org.

Scholarships available
for Polaris adult education

Several scholarships are available for adults looking to
enroll in training programs at Polaris Career Center. Many
are non-program specific and can be used with any course
of study in the adult education curriculum. Others are
designed for specific programs. Those include automotive
technology, cosmetology, HVAC, precision machine
technology and welding. For more information, visit
www.polaris.edu and click on adult education.

his patient but the intense flames made saving the Marine
impossible. Kickham was awarded the Silver Star, the
nation’s third highest military medal, as well as the Purple
Heart. Kickham is an active volunteer with the Veterans
Outreach Office and is a member of the Veterans Honor
Guard.
Other Purple Heart recipients honored at the picnic were
Steve Monchak and Michael Troy. Joseph Reqrute attended to honor his father. Fred Fekuch, a Korean War vet,
honored his brother, who was killed in action in Europe in
1944.
Mayor Cyril Kleem said that his late father, John, was a
World War II Army veteran and he learned early on the
importance of honoring veterans. That led the Mayor to
establish the Veterans Outreach Office and later, inspired
by Berea World War II Navy veteran Tom Goebel, the
City established the Boulevard of Heroes across the Front
Street overpass. The bridge is hung with flags naming all
Berea military who lost their lives in combat from World
War I to the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
“I am proud and honored for Berea to be designated a Purple Heart City,” he said.
State Rep. Tom Patton presented the Mayor with a proclamation from the Ohio House.
The ceremony also included the posting of colors by
American Legion Post 234 of Brunswick and the POW/
MIA tribute table by Kickham and Army veteran Al Okeson.

SCHOOL NEWS
The first day of classes for grades 1-12 in the Berea City
School District was Aug. 25. The first day for kindergarten was Aug. 30. Masks are optional for students and staff
while in school. Per CDC mandates, masks are required
on school buses. Classrooms will attempt to maintain 3
feet of social distancing when possible. The district said
these guidelines and protocols are subject to change as
conditions change.

Randy Howson, left, and Charles Tobe, right, of the Military Order
of the Purple Heart present Mayor Cyril Kleem with the designation
of Berea as a Purple Heart City. The Mayor is holding a proclamation accepting the honor.

Lady veterans were singled out for recognition. Eight attended the picnic.
Cleveland Browns alumni attending to support veterans
were Ben Davis, an Army vet; Greg Pruitt and Al Jenkins.

More than 175 veterans and their families attended the Veterans
Picnic at Coe Lake. They lined up for hot dogs, pulled pork and
chicken and baked beans.

Music was by Guitars 4 veterans. Catering was by Four
Seasons Catering operated by James Phelps, an Army veteran. Emcee was Chaplain Willie Springer, Veterans Outreach coordinator and an Army veteran of Vietnam.

Safety News You Can Use
(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)

September is National Preparedness Month

National Preparedness Month is observed in September
and is a public service campaign raising awareness about
the importance of preparing for disasters.
Although we don’t typically deal with large scale disasters
such as major hurricanes or forest fires in our area, we are
still susceptible to storms and other occurrences that require some advanced preparations.
One of the biggest disaster threats we face is power outages. In 2003, the Northeast and Midwest United States,
along with parts of Canada, dealt with a national blackout
that lasted from a few hours to multiple days depending on
location. In 2012, we felt the effects from Hurricane
Sandy as it passed through northeast Ohio. Storms from
Hurricane Sandy left us without power for days. Blackouts
can cause phone service interruptions, loss off traffic signals, and even lead to food and gas shortages.
Luckily these major occurrences are rare, however, taking

some steps to be prepared for them in advance will pay
dividends in the future. What can you do now to be prepared? The American Red Cross recommends having the
following items on hand in an emergency kit:
• One gallon of water per person, per day, at least a 3day supply
• 3-day supply of non-perishable, easy to prepare food
items
• A flashlight and battery powered or hand crank radio
• Extra batteries
• First aid kit
• 7-day supply of medications
• Multi-purpose tool, can opener
• Extra cash and blankets
• Pet supplies, including food
Having an emergency kit prepared with items that will
meet your family needs during an emergency will give
you some peace of mind and the upper hand in expecting
the unexpected.
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Message from Chaplain Willie

Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in September

Sept. 1, 2010: Operation New Dawn began
Sept. 2, 1945: Japan formally surrendered
Sept. 3, 1783: American Revolution ended

Sept. 10, 1942: Women’s Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron
founded
Sept. 11: Patriots’ Day
Sept. 14, 1914: Ladies Auxiliary VFW founded
Sept. 15: POW/MIA Recognition Day
Sept. 17, 1787: U.S. Constitution approved
Sept. 18, 1947: U.S. Air Force established
Sept. 24: Gold Star Mothers Day
Sept. 29, 1899: VFW established

Contact Veterans Service Commission
for help with benefits

Albert D. Mitchell is the new outreach coordinator for
Berea at the Cuyahoga County Veterans Service Commission. He can help vets connect with benefits and assistance. Contact Mitchell at (216) 698-2600 (office) or
(216)
698-2650
(cell)
or
email
amitch-

ell@cuyahogacounty.us. The Veterans Service Commission is at 1849 Prospect Ave., Suite 150, Cleveland.

Lady vets invited to dinner

Medina County Women of the Military invites all women
veterans to monthly social gatherings. On Friday, Sept. 24,
lady vets will meet at 6 p.m. at Panini’s Bar & Grill, 3520
Center Road, Brunswick. MCWM is open to women vets
in all branches, all ranks and to lady vets living throughout
the northeast Ohio area.

VA adds burn pit conditions
for disability claims

The VA is now processing disability claims for asthma,
rhinitis and sinusitis for service members exposed to particulate matter from burn pits in Southwest Asia, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Syria or Djibouti. Southwest Asia includes Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the neutral zone between Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates, Oman, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of
Oman, the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, the Red Sea and
the airspace above those locations. The conditions must
have manifested within 10 years of deployment. Veterans
must have served in the Southwest Asia Theater of Operations between Aug. 2, 1990, to the present, and in the other areas between Sept. 19, 2001, to the present. To apply
for benefits, visit va.gov or call (800) 827-1000. For more
information on airborne hazards and burn pit exposures,
go to va.gov.

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
Browns alumni Greg Pruitt
volunteers for vets

Former Cleveland Browns running back Greg Pruitt had a
stellar pro football career, playing nine seasons for the
Browns and then three more with the Oakland Raiders,
winning a Super Bowl ring in Super Bowl XVIII.
Now he’s one of four Browns alumni who donate time to
volunteer with Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office. You
might also catch him on the golf course, when he plays for
Berea Rotary’s Lou Groza Charity Golf Outing.
Pruitt said he learned about the Veterans Outreach Office
through Mayor Cyril Kleem and decided this was a way
he could give back. Not a veteran himself, Pruitt said he
was grateful for the sacrifices made by veterans and their
families. “We owe them,” he said.
Pruitt attended the Veterans Picnic on Aug. 5, spending
time with vets and signing autographs. Pre-pandemic he
also helped with other Veterans Outreach events.
A native of Houston, Texas, Pruitt was an All-American at

Dear Veterans & Families:
We come giving thanks to our Country and the Sweet
Land of Liberty. We are most thankful for health and
strength. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!” We must move on
with our mission to help others as we strive to show love
of all.
I was touch to see about 175 veterans show up for our
annual Veteran Outreach Picnic at Coe Lake. It really
was an honor for our City to be recognized as a Purple
Heart City by the Military Order of The Purple Heart.
Mayor Kleem and state Rep. Tom Patton presented proclamations. The Purple Heart Veterans and Families was
recognized. Guitars 4 Veterans did a remarkable job
providing music. Also, giving thanks to Mayor Kleem,
my assistant Norma Kleem and all of our Volunteers who
supported our mission. Thanks to our guests from the
Cleveland Browns alumni. The food was great thanks to
Chef James Phelps. Also, a special thanks to our Outreach
Coordinator Albert Mitchell from the Cuyahoga County
Veterans Service Commission Office. All of these people
had a major impact on our event.
Our office is here to serve you, please call and introduce
yourself, or stop by for a visit. I would love to meet you
and shake your hand. Also thank you for your service to
your country.
When you go to the VA and you need assistance, please
don’t give up because someone said no. Continue to get
the answer you need, or call your Patient Advocate. They
are there for you and we are too.
Please contact me with any further questions or concerns.
Rev. Chaplain Willie Springer MAPT
Veterans Outreach Coordinator
(440) 973-4567/ wspringer@cityofberea.org

the University of Oklahoma
before he was drafted by the
Cleveland Browns in 1973.
He led the team in rushing
five times and recorded
three 1,000-yard seasons. In
1982, he was traded to the
Raiders where he was mainly used as a return specialist.
Pruitt was named to five Pro
Bowls. He finished his career with 5,672 yards rushing, 3,069 receiving yards
and 47 touchdowns.
He still lives in the Cleveland area and keeps a close watch on the team. What are
their chances this upcoming season? The Browns were
good last year “but they’ll be better this time,” Pruitt said.
“They’ve got to keep the injuries down.”
“You’re only as good as the people you put on the field,”
he said.

Berea Arts Fest returns to downtown
The 31st Berea Arts Fest will return to the Triangle and
downtown Berea on Sunday, Sept. 12.
The Arts Fest will run 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with exhibits and
activities from Grand Street to the Triangle and East
Bridge Street. Last year, because of the pandemic, the Arts
Fest was virtual.
Artists will display works in a variety of mediums from
painting, photography, jewelry, glass blowing, metal
works, ceramics, mixed media, printing making and wood
carving, among others. Folk artist Anthony Kleem will be
a demonstrating artist with his vintage scenes done in
acrylic paint. Also returning is the living statue Joy Unspeakable.
Families and children can create their own art to take
home at the Family Art Park.
Patrons can buy tickets for raffle items donated by artists

and for a wagon-load of
art supplies and crafts.
Food vendors will include Buckeye Concessions, Webers Premium
Custard & Ice Cream,
Cedar Grill, Beckham’s
BBQ and Samarai Dynasty.
Performers will be Ava Preston, Duo Decibel System,
Oregon Space Trail of Jazz, JiMiller Band and Fatback
Mango.
Baldwin Wallace University will provide free shuttle service from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Board the shuttle at the
Bonds Administration Building on Eastland Road.
As always, the Berea Arts Fest is free. For more information, visit www.bereaartsfest.org.

The Rotary Club
of Berea presents

Lou Groza Charity
Golf Outing
Thursday, Sept. 2
Bunker Hill Golf Course
3060 Pearl Road, Medina
Shotgun start 9 a.m.
$95 fee includes:

Cart, 18 holes of golf, lunch at the turn, beverages,
snacks, team photos & dinner with awards & prizes

For more information: (440) 236-9055
Register at:
https://app.eventcaddy.com/events/berea-rotary
www.bunkerhillgolf.com

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017
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Community Events

Sept. 2: Lou Groza Charity Golf Outing. 9 a.m. shotgun start, Bunker Hill Golf Course. $95 per golfer. Supported by the Cleveland Browns. Hosted by the Rotary
Club of Berea.
Sept. 6: LABOR DAY.
Sept. 6: Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown.
Sept. 7: Ice Cream Social & Cruise-in. 5-8 p.m., Mootown Creamery, 437 W. Bagley Road in West Valley Plaza. 50/50 Charity Raffle to benefit a local organization.
For more information, visit www.mootowncreamery.com.
(440) 260-9930. This is the last cruise-in of the season.
Sept. 8: Berea Historical Society. 7 p.m., Berea Football
– Braves, Yellow Jackets, Browns and Titans. Mahler
Museum & History Center, 118 E. Bridge St.
Sept. 11: PATRIOT DAY. 20th anniversary of 9/11
terrorist attacks on the U.S. Memorial Service, 9 a.m.
on the Triangle.
Sept. 12: Berea Arts Fest. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Downtown
Berea at the Triangle. Free.
Sept. 12: Berea Garden Club. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Berea
Arts Fest. House plants, perennials, garden books and
tools.
Sept. 12: Grandparents Day.
Sept. 13: Animal Rescue Friends Volunteer Orientation. 7 p.m., online. Dog walkers, cat companions, fundraising, event helpers and other opportunities available.
Register at ARFOnlineOrientation@gmail.com.
Sept. 15: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Meets on the third Wednesday of every month.
Sept. 15: CLE Market. 4-8 p.m., Coe Lake.
Sept. 15: Yom Kippur begins at sundown.
Sept. 18: Berea Kiwanis 100th Anniversary Celebration. 2-8 p.m., Coe Lake.
Sept. 19: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4 p.m.,
St. Adalbert Catholic Church Keller Center, 66 Adalbert
St. Free. Drive-up only.
Sept. 22: FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN.
Sept. 23: Community Memorial Service. 6 p.m., Coe
Lake Gazebo. Interdenominational.
Sept. 26: Madzy 5k & Dog Walk. 9 a.m., Lou Groza
Field, Roehm Athletic Complex, 7220 Pleasant Ave.
Sept. 28: Berea Kiwanis 100th Anniversary Banquet &
Installation of Officers. 5 p.m., West Side Irish American Club. Tickets $50. (216) 470-1565.
Sept. 29: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.

CRAFT AND OTHER VENDORS:

TRICK-OR-TREAT ON THE TRAILS:

To register to be a craft or business vendor, please contact
Jennine Kessler with CLE Market at (216) 250-2508 or
clemarket.vendors@gmail.com. Applications can be found
on the website at www.cle-market.com.

Businesses, community organizations and non profits are
welcome to have a table and hand out candy as part of
the Trick-or-Treat on the trails. To participate, please contact Megan Pochatek or visit www.cityofberea.org for
more information.

FOOD VENDORS:
Food vendors please contact Megan Pochatek at (440) 274
-5608 or mpochatek@cityofberea.org. Limited spaces are
available. Vendors will be considered on a first-come, firstserved basis. Applications can be found on our website at
www.cityofberea.org.

TICKETS FOR PARTICIPANTS WILL BE AVAILABLE
STARTING MONDAY, SEPT. 13 AT 10 AM AT THE BEREA
RECREATION CENTER. TRICK-OR-TREAT ON THE TRAILS
IS FOR BEREA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT FAMILIES ONLY.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

