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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
There are several occasions
throughout the year when we can
honor veterans and our military.
Sometimes it can get confusing.
Two important holidays in May
are Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day.
Armed Forces Day is Saturday,
May 15. It honors members of the
military on active duty. Memorial
Day is Monday, May 31. This is
the time we remember those who
gave their lives for our country.
So, what’s appropriate? Armed Forces Day isn’t a holiday day off, especially for our armed forces, who are on
duty 24/7. There are no special sales in stores – usually,
and no civic parades, although many military bases will
recognize the day with parades and aircraft flyovers.
Berea will thank our local active-duty troops with a flag
ceremony in McKelvey Park. Residents with family
members on active duty are invited to place a U.S. Flag
in honor of their loved ones. The military member’s name
will be attached to the flag pole. If you cannot place the
flag yourself, a volunteer with the Veterans Outreach
Office will do that for you. The ceremony will take place
at 11 a.m. on May 15. To reserve a flag, please contact
the Veterans Outreach Office by May 7. Call (440) 9734567 or email wspringer@cityofberea.org.
May 15 also is Peace Officers Memorial Day, when we
honor safety forces who have died in the line of duty.
Berea is fortunate that we have never lost a police officer
while they were doing their jobs of protecting our community. National Police Week is May 9-15 – a good time
to thank our officers for the excellent job they do. The
Police Memorial Society has planned a series of events.
A grave marker ceremony will be May 15 followed by a
memorial service on May 21. The Cleveland International
Tattoo featuring dozens of pipe and drum units will be
May 22. For more information, go to policememorialsociety.org.
May 31 is the day we honor military who died in battle.
Because of COVID restrictions, there will be no parade
this year, but the City has planned a Memorial Service at
Coe Lake. The service will include the Empty Chair Ceremony that represents all those we have lost or are missing in action. This event is free and open to everyone. No
reservations are necessary. But masks should be worn
and we will keep socially distant.
While Armed Forces Day is a happy time where we thank
our troops in uniform, Peace Officers Memorial Day on
May 15 and Memorial Day on May 31 are solemn occasions. The American Legion will place flags on graves at
the Adams Street Cemetery and Woodvale. And we’ll all
say a prayer to remember those who gave their lives to
keep the peace here and around the world.
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City budgets $1.2 million for road program
Berea plans to spend $1.2 million on resurfacing city
streets and $400,000 of that will go toward Woodmere
and Lynn drives.
Because of COVID, the City had a reduced road program in 2020. It did complete those projects for which
it received grant funding, including West Street, Wyleswood Drive and the Kraft-Tamarack-Edgewood neighborhood.
Typically, the City budgets $500,000-600,000 a year
for roads. After a year of belt-tightening in 2020,
Mayor Cyril Kleem said he wanted to double that
amount in 2021 to ensure that the City’s streets are
maintained properly.
The Woodmere and Lynn project will be helped by a
$150,000 Community Development Block Grant approved by the county. The grant will cover part of the
costs. The roadways will be resurfaced and sidewalks
will be repaired or replaced as needed. Work will take
place this summer.
Eight other streets are listed as part of the 2021 road
program. Asphalt resurfacing will be done on the following roads:

This is the intersection of The Mall and Shelley Parkway. Shelley will be resurfaced from The Mall to Emerson. The Mall will be resurfaced from Wesley to
North Rocky River Drive.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Mall (Wesley to North Rocky River Drive)
Shelley Parkway (The Mall to Emerson)
Spruce Drive
Crescent Drive (Sunset to Ingleside)
Edgewood Drive (Race to West)
Best Street (Woodmere to Glenwood)
Glenwood Drive (Best to Wallace)

Concrete slab repairs will be made to Kempton Drive.
Work will be completed during the summer and fall of
2021.
Traffic may be impacted while work is being done.
Traffic will be maintained in at least one direction and
access to driveways may be temporarily disrupted.

Pictured is Lynn Drive at Woodmere. Both streets will
be resurfaced with costs partially covered by a
$150,000 Community Development Block Grant.

The road program is designed to provide regular
maintenance and asphalt and concrete repairs to city
streets. The planned Barberry-Woodlawn-Maple-Fourth
project is a separate major reconstruction project costing $4.9 million. That will be partially funded by grants
and loans. Major engineering work will begin this year
with the rebuild expected to be complete in 2023.

Council OKs 2021 budget
The City of Berea’s budget for fiscal year 2021 includes $15.1 million in the general fund – monies used
for the day-to-day operations of the City.
The total budget is $63.2 million and that includes
funds for the Berea Municipal Court, which reported a
deficit of $380,000. Because by state law the city budget had to be approved by March 31, Council did OK it.
But the administration and Council’s Court Committee
will continue to work with the Municipal Court to allay
that deficit.
Finance Director Andrea Morris and Assistant Finance
Director Andrew Palcheff have been meeting with
court officials with suggestions on how to cut expenses.
Morris said the City already had advanced the court
$190,000 last year. “They have to find a way to make
that up,” she said.

Visit our website www.cityofberea.org

Ray Wohl, the clerk of court, said the court had taken
steps to reduce costs. Staff took pay cuts and staff was
reduced. He said the court now has three fewer employees.

For Active Senior Network Activities
See Page 8.

Al Budney, the Chief Deputy Clerk, said case counts
were down because of COVID. The court did shut

down for three months and that reduced the number of
cases heard and the amount of fines collected, he said.
To ramp up collection of overdue fines, the court has
signed on with the state Attorney General’s office,
which so far has collected $1.5 million in fines.
Mayor Cyril Kleem submitted suggestions to the court,
including transferring funds from the Court’s Special
Projects Fund to the General Fund to help cover the
deficit. The Mayor also suggested the Court delay pay
raises for employees.
Judge Mark Comstock said some funds can be transferred but that he would prefer to retain the pay raises.
“We are constantly working on ways to run more efficiently,” he said.
The court handles cases from Berea, Brook Park, Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls, Olmsted Township,
Strongsville and the Metroparks. Those entities have
been told they may be billed a total of $94,000 to help
share the burden of the deficit.
“We’ve been in this situation before,” Mayor Kleem
said. “Court officials usually do their part to alleviate
the deficit.”
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Recycling Tip of the Month

Get the dirt on backyard composting

The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District is hosting a
series of free webinars on how to properly compost
residential yard waste and food scraps. Three types of
webinars are offered: Backyard Composting 101, Composting with Worms: Vermicomposting 101, and Ask
the Composting Experts. Next sessions are noon, May
4; 6 p.m., May 5; noon, May 6; and 6 p.m., May 19.
Register at www.cuyahogarecycles.org.

Ohio Flags of Honor
plans farewell tour

Now in its 16th year, the Ohio Flags of Honor Traveling
Memorial is planning its farewell tour this season.
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The memorial will be in Middleburg Heights May 2831 over the Memorial Day weekend. The display of
flags honors the men and women who gave their lives
in the wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and the War on Terrorism since Sept. 11, 2001.
The display will be at Middleburg Heights City Hall,
15700 Bagley Road, with set-up scheduled for 8:30
a.m., Friday, May 28. The opening ceremony will be at
6 p.m. that day. The closing ceremony will be 2 p.m. on
Monday, May 31 with dismantling immediately after
the closing ceremony.
Volunteers
are
needed.
Visit
www.ohioflagsofhonor.org for more information or call
(614) 207-7663. The organization is based in Galion,
Ohio.
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Former chief’s son joins fire department;
Two firefighters promoted
For Ted Novak IV, joining the Berea Fire Department
was “like coming home,” he said.
Novak is the son of the late Ted Novak III, who was a
Berea firefighter/paramedic for 33 years and retired as
chief in 2012. The elder Novak passed away in 2018.
His son was given the oath of office by Mayor Cyril
Kleem on March 26 at Smith School.
Novak IV was born and raised in Berea and graduated
from Berea High School in 2003. Like his father, he
scored No. 1 on the Civil Service test.
“Welcome home,” Fire Chief Terry Ledwell told Novak. “His dad hired me,” Ledwell recalled, “and I got
to hire Ted.” Novak’s mother, Patrice Novak, attended the ceremony.
Novak takes the slot vacated when Capt. Mickey Herreid retired. Barbara Jones said Herreid was a big help
to her when she was first appointed Safety Director.
“He helped me understand the fire service,” she said.
“We appreciate the work that you do,” Mayor Kleem
told the firefighters, police officers and families that
attended the swearing-in. “The toll it takes is mental,
emotional and physical.”
Herreid’s retirement opened the door for two promotions. Lt. Kyle Woodie was named captain and Mike
Kubec was promoted to lieutenant. Woodie was promoted to lieutenant in January and now takes Herreid’s place as one of the captains. Woodie has been
with the Berea Fire Department for 10 years. He attended the Fire Academy at Auburn Career Center
and is a hazardous materials technician.
Kubec also has been a Berea firefighter/paramedic for
10 years. Born and raised in Mentor, he worked part
time for Painesville before coming to Berea. He also
was a dispatcher in Mentor. Kubec also is a paramedic for MetroHealth Medical Center. He has an associate’s degree in fire science and a bachelor’s degree in
fire and emergency service administration. For the
past year, he has been EMS coordinator and has successfully written grants worth $40,000. He has certifi-

5th Annual
Jason Malone
Scholarship Fund

Briarwood Golf Club

American Legion Post 91 has donated nine trauma
packs to the Berea Police Department.
“Officers will be able to carry these potentially lifesaving packs with them in their patrol vehicles as they
respond to calls throughout the city,” Chief Dan Clark
said.

“In terms of a serious wound, minutes and seconds
count and officers wanted to have the ability to help,”
Clark said. The Berea Fire Department has offered to
train police officers on how to use the equipment.

2737 W. Edgerton Rd.,
Broadview Heights, OH. 44147
To register your team, donate
and/or sponsor, visit:
www.jasonmalonescholarship.com
50/50 raffle tickets are available!
Contact Tom Siloy at (440) 865-0151 or
jasonmalonescholarship@gmail.com

cates as a hazardous materials technician, CBRNE
technician and plans to enroll in fire inspection classes this summer.
Novak is a graduate of the Fire Academy at Cuyahoga
Community College and Paramedic School in Parma.
He began his career with LifeCare Ambulance of Lorain and part time with the Olmsted Falls Fire Department. He was hired by the Memphis, Tenn., Fire Department in 2008. During his 12-year career in Memphis, Novak was awarded several medals, including a
Life-Saving Award. He was selected by the University of Tennessee to help devise and implement the first
Mobile Stroke Unit in the state as well as the most
advanced Stroke Unit in the country. His wife, Amanda, also is a firefighter/paramedic. They have four
sons.
Novak said the family decided to move back to Berea
after suffering a devastating house fire and shortly
after that the loss of his father. His mother, sister and
two nephews also live in Berea.
Novak said he is “very excited” to be back in his
hometown and working in the community he grew up
in and takes great pride in, as did his father.

American Legion donates trauma packs to police

The kits include Quick Clot to stop bleeding, a CAT
tourniquet, a chest seal, an Israeli bandage (an emergency bandage especially designed to deal with hemorrhagic wounds), gauze, scissors, gloves and other essentials to help police manage a trauma victim before
the Fire Department arrives, Clark said.

Saturday, Aug. 14

Ted Novak IV, left, son of former Berea Fire Chief Ted
Novak III, is Berea’s newest firefighter/paramedic.
Also sworn in were Lt. Mike Kubec, center, and Capt.
Kyle Woodie.

Sponsorship opportunities
are still available. Please
contact Megan Pochatek
mpochatek@cityofberea.org
or (440) 274-5608.
visit www.cityofberea.org.

Officers will be issued the packs
at the beginning of their shifts
and then return the packs at the
end of their shifts. Leaving them
in the cruisers might expose
them to excessive heat and cold,
so the packs will be stored at the
police station until they are reissued to the next shift.
George Masie, past commander
of Post 91, said the post donates
equipment to the police and fire
departments every year. “All of
us at Post 91 appreciate all that
the officers and staff at the Berea
PD do for our city,” he said.

Police Chief Dan
Clark holds one of
the trauma packs
donated to the Police
Department by American Legion Post 91.
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Open air market set for Coe Lake
Helping small businesses while highlighting local
non-profits is the goal of CLE Market.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 50 E. Bagley Road, will
distribute fresh produce from the Cleveland Foodbank
each month.

The open-air market comes to Coe Lake on three
dates this spring and summer – May 19, June 16 and
July 21.

Food is available to those who meet federal income
guidelines. Clients should fill out the Foodbank eligibility form.

Jennine Kessler founded CLE Market last year in
Olmsted Township.

Volunteers will use the parking lot at the Baldwin Wallace University Health Center next to the church for the
distribution. Clients will receive about eight bags of
fruits and vegetables and are asked to bring with them
eight plastic shopping bags. Clients do not need to get
out of their cars. Volunteers will load the bags into clients’ trunks.

“It’s an outdoor chance to support artisans and small
businesses,” she said. Kessler expects 30-40 vendors
on May 19. Some will feature arts, crafts and home
goods. Some will offer home-made food items.
There also will be entertainment. On May 19, that
will be a drum circle. At other times, it might be live
or recorded music. Special activities will keep kids
busy and there is at least one food truck at each market.

Food will be distributed 2-4 p.m. on the first Thursday
of every month from May through October. The next
distribution date is May 6.

Commission rejects senior
housing on E. Bridge St.

Berea is the fourth CLE Market venue. Once the
Olmsted Township market proved to be a success,
Kessler opened in Fairview Park and North Royalton.
“Coe Lake is perfect,” she said. “There is plenty of
room.” Vendor tables will be set up in the amphitheater area by the gazebo.

gal. In July, Rise in Love will be featured. Rise in
Love provides free hot meals once a month through
St. Adalbert Church.

CLE Market also highlights one local non-profit at
each venue. In May, that will be Berea’s Boys 2 Men
founded by Chris Scott. Boys 2 Men offers AfricanAmerican youth fellowship and mentoring with
strong male role models.

A native of the west side of Cleveland, Kessler said
she spent years in marketing with Fortune 500 companies but moved back to Ohio during the pandemic
to care for family. “I wanted to use my marketing
background to give back to the community,” she
said.

The non-profits are given table space at no charge
and a chance to publicize their organizations. Often,
they sell beverages, conduct 50/50 raffles or raffle
gift baskets.
In June, the Berea non-profit will be Face of Senegal,
which supports youth in the African nation of Sene-

Tech firm to build on
industrial parkway
DNS Technologies plans to build a new facility on
the Berea Industrial Parkway and has asked the City
for tax abatement.
DNS designs, installs and maintains electrical, data,
audio and visual technologies for commercial and
industrial customers and for institutions. It currently
operates out of leased space on Helwig Street.
The new 15,000-square-foot facility would be built
by Castaway Properties on vacant land at 1090 Berea Industrial Parkway. According to the Community Reinvestment Area agreement, DNS would retain
its 28 employees and add another nine workers within 36 months. Payroll for the additional jobs is approximately $315,000.
Cost of the project is projected to be $1.5 million.
Construction is expected to be complete by this summer.
The City has agreed to grant DNS and Castaway a
49 percent, 10-year tax exemption on real property
improvements made to the site. City Council OK’d
the agreement on April 5.

Church distributes fresh
produce monthly

CLE Cleveland has been doing well, she said. “I’m
looking to expand.”
CLE Cleveland will be open at Coe Lake from 4-8
p.m. once a month on Wednesdays. Visit www.clemarket.com for more information.

SCHOOL NEWS

Students win state PTA art awards

Berea-Midpark High School students enrolled in Polaris Career Center’s Broadcasting & Video Production
program have won awards in the statewide PTA Reflections competition. Students had to create an original piece that was animated, narrative, documentary,
experimental or a media presentation based on the
theme “I Matter Because.” Five BMHS students were
winners in the film production category.
Kaya Dove, a freshman, earned an Award of Excellence and will advance to the national competition.
National winners will be announced on May 1.
Receiving an Award of Outstanding Achievement was
senior Michelle Dranuski. Honorable Mentions were
given to Heaven Santiago, senior; Ava Delgado, senior; and Phoenix Boyer, sophomore.

Polaris senior earns national IT award

Not enough Planning Commission members favored a
proposed five-storey senior housing development on
East Bridge Street to move the project forward.
Twenty-nine people linked onto the Zoom meeting on
April 15 with another five in City Council chambers.
None of the residents in attendance who addressed the
commission favored the plan, which would have been
located on East Bridge between Coe and Seminary
streets. Baldwin Wallace University owns the property,
which contains student housing. BW would sell the
property to the developer, Omni Senior Living. Omni
would demolish the buildings, which date to 1944, and
move the 66 students housed there to other BW dorms.
In the end, the Planning Commission vote was 3 yes and
2 no to OK stage 1 of the approval process, but a majority of all seven members of the commission (4 votes) was
needed to move forward. Only five members were present. Member Nick Haschka was absent. Dan Smith
recused himself because he lives across the street from
the proposed project.
Karen Averill of Omni presented the preliminary plans
for the Vitalia Active Adult Community. She said it
would encompass senior apartments, independent living,
assisted living and memory care units.
When Omni first approached the City last November,
plans were to use two sites – one at Bagley and Eastland
and the one on East Bridge. BW owns both properties.
The original plan was for a four-storey building. After
BW withdrew the Bagley/Eastland site, Omni combined
all of its services in one building, which would house
185 seniors.
Averill said while BW pays no property taxes to the
City, Vitaila would pay more than $4 million in taxes
over 10 years with a tax abatement agreement. The facility also would contribute $500,000 in payroll taxes for
its 60 employees. Plus residents of the building would
frequent area businesses and attend Learning in Retirement classes at BW.

Mary Hiros, a senior at Berea-Midpark High School,
earned the National Center for Women & Information
Technology Award for Aspirations in Computing. The
award honors students with high aspirations, abilities
and technical accomplishments in the IT field. She
plans to obtain degrees in cyber security with a career
in law enforcement. Mary is enrolled in Polaris’ Computer Networking Academy.

“This is a perfect spot for residents to walk to the downtown and visit local businesses,” said Gary Biales, director of development for Omni.

End of school year schedule

Matt Madzy, chair of the Planning Commission, explained that the presentation was Stage 1 for approval of
a Planned Unit Development. The purpose was to get
feedback and guidance from the community and to make
sure the project met certain criteria. Stages 2 and 3
would have involved approvals from City Council, the
Heritage Architectural Review Board and Planning
Commission.

The last day of classes for seniors at Polaris Career
Center is May 21. The last day for other Polaris students is June 3. Commencement for Berea-Midpark
High School students will be June 2. The last day of
classes for other Berea City School District students is
June 10.

Neighbors voiced concerns over the size of the 200,000square-foot building, which would measure 69 feet high,
dwarfing the Berea Historical Society off Coe Street.
There also were concerns about parking and traffic.
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Food pantries and
food distribution

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood
Drive, (440) 826-4891, nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Call
first. Doors are locked. Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursdays.

Visit a small pond during
StoryWalk®

Spring plant exchange
is set for May 22

SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley Road,
Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. second Friday of the month & 4-7 p.m. fourth Friday of the month.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the
third Saturday of the month.
Church Street Ministries, 1480 Bagley Road, (440)
239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of the
month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic
Church, 66 Adalbert St., drive-up only. Next meal is
May 16.
Free Community Meal. St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276
E. Bagley Road, served once a month, 5-6 p.m., on the
last Wednesday of the month. Drive-up only. Next meal
is May 26.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E.
River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every
Sunday. Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for more information.
St. Thomas Episcopal Church free produce distribution. 50 E. Bagley Road with Cleveland Foodbank. Use
parking lot at BW Health Center next to church. 2-4
p.m. on the first Thursday of every month. Next distribution is May 6.
Mobile Food Pantry. Brook Park Branch, Cuyahoga
County Public Library System, 6155 Engle Road, 10
a.m. to noon, Wednesday, May 26. First-come, firstserved while supplies last. In collaboration with the
Greater Cleveland Food Bank.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s
Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The
Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect Street and
Jacqueline Drive.

This panel introduces families to the “In the Small,
Small Pond” Storywalk at Coe Lake Park.

Coe Lake isn’t a small pond but it does feature frogs
and ducks and geese and other critters found in Denise
Fleming’s picture book, “In the Small, Small Pond.”
Illustrations from the book for pre-schoolers is the latest StoryWalk® arranged on kid-sized posters around
Coe Lake Park. Fleming uses a process called pulp
painting to create the art work. Pulp painting involves
the process of creating pulp, combining it with an adhesive and reforming it into a sheet of paper.
Panels in “In the Small, Small Pond” StoryWalk® ask
children questions and challenge them with activities,
such as “Have you ever visited a pond?” and “How
many tadpoles are in this picture?” There are 15 panels.
The final one asks, “What do you call the plant that
looks like a corn dog on the end?” Spoiler alert: The
answer is cattails.
The project is sponsored by the Berea Branch Library.
Its goal is to encourage children to read. The book is
available in the Children’s Room at the Berea Branch.
The library invites parents to send in photos of their
children and families enjoying StoryWalk®. Share on
social media with hashtag #StoryWalk and tag
@CuyahogaLib. Email beamgr@cuyahogalibrary.org.
“In the Small, Small Pond” panels will be on display
throughout the month of May.

NEWS BRIEFS
Renewal levy on November ballot

The City has taken the first step to put a 4.1-mill renewal levy on the November ballot. This is a general operating levy. Finance Director Andrea Morris said it raises about $500,000 a year to support the day-to-day operations of the City. It was renewed five years ago. If
passed, the levy would be renewed for another five
years and collect taxes from 2022-2026. There would
be no increase in property taxes. City Council approved a resolution, requesting that the county fiscal
officer certify the tax valuation and the amount of revenue that the levy would generate.

Changes at City Hall

Some duties have been shuffled and rearranged in the
Berea Service Department and City Engineer’s Office.
Paul Anzalone is now Director of IT. He will remain in
charge of the Berea water plant and maintenance of all
City buildings. Tony Armagno’s title is Director of
Public Works/City Engineer. Armagno will assume
responsibility for public grounds.

Appointment to Planning Commission

Anthony “Parker” Alexander has been appointed to the
Berea Planning Commission by Mayor Cyril Kleem.
Alexander is a rehabilitation assistant working with
mentally challenged patients. He also is a multimedia
entrepreneur with a podcast and is a radio/TV talk show

At the Library

host. He is a CASA volunteer, advocating for abused
and neglected children. He also volunteers with Men
Helping Men, which supports single fathers. Alexander
replaces Ken Mantifel, who resigned. Alexander will
fulfill the remainder of Mantifel’s term, which expires
in 2023.

City Council chambers get make-over

Crews are busy giving City Council chambers at City
Hall a face-lift. That includes upgraded LED lighting,
paint, ceiling tiles, carpeting and blinds. Snyder Painting gave chambers a fresh coat of paint. Timan installed
blinds. Flooring was done by D&R Commercial Flooring. Service Department crews did the rest. Cost will
come from Council’s budget. The project should be
complete by May 1.

Ohio offers free Medicare webinars

The State has scheduled a series of free Welcome to
Medicare webinars for people nearing age 65. The sessions are provided by the Ohio Senior Health Insurance
Information Program (OSHIIP). The webinars are designed for those new to Medicare or anyone who has
questions. Upcoming sessions will be 5 p.m., May 6; 7
p.m., May 11; 3 p.m., May 19; 6 p.m., May 27; and 3
p.m.,
June
3.
To
register,
go
to
www.insurance.ohio.gov or call (800) 686-1578 with
questions.

If you have perennials to share, bring them to the
Berea Branch for our annual plant exchange on Saturday, May 22. The exchange will begin at
noon. Gardeners may begin arriving at 11:30 a.m. to
unload and display their plants. The exchange will
end when the plants are gone or the participants have
selected everything they want. Leftover plants will be
"up for grabs" on the patio for the remainder of the
day.
Weather-permitting, the swap will take place outside
the library, on the patio, to the left of the main entry
doors. If necessary, a weather-related cancellation
will be made the day of the event. Call the library if
the weather is questionable. Masks are required, and
we will maintain social distancing throughout the
exchange. Registration requested.
Organic Gardening Virtual Program: This event
will be held virtually on Zoom. If you are ready to
start growing your own organically grown produce
join Jeff Muhlbach, from Muhlbach Design, and find
out all the basics to get your garden started. Registration required. Monday, May 17, 7 p.m.
Take and Make Kits: Looking for a creative outlet?
We’ll provide materials and instructions for at-home
making. Pick up one of our Take and Make kits and
get crafting! Projects available for children of various ages, teens and adults, while supplies last.
Summer Preview
The following events will be held virtually on Zoom.
Register at (440) 234-5475 or online at cuyahogalibrary.org.
Out of Rushmore’s Shadow Virtual Program: Lou
Del Bianco portrays his grandfather and talks about
his unsung contribution as chief carver on our nation’s greatest memorial, Mount Rushmore. Lou uses
authentic photos, timelines and primary source documents to bring Luigi’s story to life. Monday, June 7,
7 p.m.
Eat with Your Head Virtual Program: Are you
frustrated with trying to lose weight? Are you done
with diets? Anthony DiMarino, registered dietitian,
will discuss mindful eating and how you can use it to
escape dieting and lose that weight for good. Thursday, July 15, 7 p.m.
Singing Basics Virtual Program: Have you always
wanted to learn how to sing but were unsure how to
start? If the answer is yes, then this class is for you!
Learn basic singing techniques such as posture,
breathing, vowel and consonant placement, and registration shifts. We will learn these techniques along
with a song you will be able to sing. By the end of
this class, you will have gained more confidence in
singing and maybe a renewed or new love for
it! Monday, Aug. 16, 7 p.m.
For more information: Call the Berea Branch at
(440) 234-5475 or visit www.cuyahogalibrary.org
Hours: All branches of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library are open on the following days and times:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday-Thursday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday-Saturday
1-5 p.m., Sunday
The library is open for in-person visits as well as
curbside and phone service. Masks must be worn at
all times.
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Safety News You Can Use

(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)

Senior showcase highlights music theater majors
This year’s Senior Showcase will be virtual. It will
feature 17 BW music theater seniors filmed in 36
locations, all crafted into one showcase. The showcase is free but tickets are required. Visit bw.edu/
tickets. 6 p.m., Saturday, May 1.
"Things That Never Die," A Virtual Spring Review: A reimagining of the annual BW Men's Chorus Spring Concert, offering some of the group's
"greatest hits," thoughts from director Frank Bianchi,
poetry, art, narration, special guest appearances, and
a brand-new virtual performance featuring the voices
of chorus members, past and present, spanning the
group's 14-year history — to create a multi-media
celebration of community, story, and song. Free tickets at bw.edu/tickets. 5 p.m., Sunday, May 2.
Summer Camps: Each summer, Baldwin Wallace
offers a variety of programs for grade-school students through adults. Camps and programs with BW
faculty and staff as well as select camp providers
encompass the areas of academics, athletics and music. Details and registration at bw.edu/community/
summer-camps.
Commencement: Spring Commencement is Saturday, May 8, in George Finnie Stadium. There will be
three ceremonies, one for all 2020 graduates, and
2021 graduates will be split into two ceremonies.
Due to COVID-19 capacity restrictions, only graduates and their guests may attend. All guests must
have a ticket. Details at bw.edu/commencement.

Being a good pet parent

Being a pet owner is a big responsibility. There are
many calls that officers respond to in Berea about
animal issues. We would like to remind owners of
some of the animal ordinances and best practices.

National Social
Worker/Counselor
Appreciation Month

Animals should be kept on a leash to lower the risk
of injuries to themselves or others when in public.
No owner of any animal, livestock or poultry shall
permit such animal, livestock or poultry to run at
large.
Nuisance conditions are prohibited and cover a wide
variety of areas. This includes picking up animal
waste on any public property or private property that
is not that of the animal owner. Please be a good
neighbor in regards to picking up and disposing of
animal waste.
The nuisance ordinance also covers animal noises.
Owners are not permitted to keep animals that by
frequent and habitual howling, yelping, barking or
other activity, create unreasonably loud and disturbing noises as to disturb the peace and quiet of the
community or as to annoy, disturb or endanger the
comfort, repose or health of persons occupying property in the neighborhood.
All dogs owned, kept or harbored in the City shall be
licensed and registered in accordance with the laws
of the State, if over three months of age. The owner
of any dog or cat over the age of six months shall be
required to have such animal currently immunized
against rabies by a licensed veterinarian.

March was National Social Worker/Counselor Appreciation Month. To show its gratitude, the Berea
Veterans Outreach Office presented 40 gift bags to
social workers and counselors at Southwest General
Health Center.
Pictured are, from the left, Carol Spirakus, RN,
BSN, manager of case management; Chaplain Willie
Springer, Veterans Outreach coordinator; Michael
Waggoner, MSN, RN, director of behavioral health
& case management; and William Young, CEO of
Southwest General.
Sarah Brooks, executive assistant to the CEO,
helped facilitate the collaboration between the hospital and Veterans Outreach.

440 area code to require 10-digit dialing
The FCC has approved the use of 988 as the new
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. The number
goes into effect on July 16, 2022.

On and after Oct. 24, if callers dial a 7-digit number
from a 440 phone, they will receive a recorded message advising them to redial with 10 digits.

In order to implement the 988 hotline, telephone service providers must require customers to dial 10digit numbers for local calls instead of the usual 7digit numbers. According to the FCC, this affects
only two area codes in Ohio – 440 and 513. The 216
area code is not affected.

Telephone service providers are required to notify
customers of the change. All service providers are
impacted by the change.

The change affects only those area codes nationwide
that include 988 as part of a local access number.
The transition began on April 24, 2021. Customers
with a 440 area code can begin dialing the 10-digit
numbers for local calls on that date. For example,
dial 440 before the usual 7-digit local number. If you
forget and dial just the 7-digit number instead of the
10-digit number, your call will still go through at this
point. However, 10-digit dialing will be mandatory
as of Oct. 24, 2021.

Right now, the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
is 800-273-8255. Veterans can press 1 to be connected with the Veterans Crisis Line. The change to 988
was recommended by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ Substance Abuse and National
Health Services Administration and by the Department of Veterans Affairs in 2019. The FCC OK’d
the change in July 2020.
According to the FCC, “Switching to an easy-toremember 988 will make it easier for people in crisis
to access the help they need.”
Customers with questions or concerns can contact
their telephone service providers. For more information, visit www.fcc.gov.

Message from Chaplain Willie
Dear Veterans & Families:
Praying all is well, and as we move more into our
spring season. We are hoping and praying that this
epidemic is slowly moving away from us. We will be
able to move on with the normality of life without
unseen fear. Although the old norm will never return,
we are now focusing on dealing with the new norm.
The times of life are changing and we can see the
due process of the change. I know the new norm is
hard to get used to, but just think, so was the old
norm. We have to start somewhere, as we continue to
follow the guidelines. Safety precaution prevails and

just think, what an honor it will be to see our loved
ones again, face to face and say I love you, again and
again.

said no. Continue to get the answer you need, or call
your Patient Advocate, they are there for you, and we
are too.

The Veterans Outreach Office has and continues to
move forward with assistance and activities for Veterans, families and the community. Our Veteran Outreach office is just waiting to get back into the
healthcare facilities and our Community just to say
hello, and to share conversation. We want them to
know that we love them and our community. Also
remember this office works in collaboration with the
Veterans Administration. When you go to the VA for
assistance please don’t give up, because someone

Please refer to the fliers on this page and throughout
this newsletter for our upcoming events, such as Coffee Chat, Armed Forces Day, and Community Memorial Service. Please continue to call in for the
monthly raffle baskets.
Contact me with any further questions or concerns.
Rev. Chaplain Willie Springer
Veterans Outreach Coordinator
(440) 973-4567/ wspringer@cityofberea.org
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VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in May

May 7, 1945: Unconditional surrender signed by
German forces, ending World War II in Europe.
May 8, 1945: Victory in Europe Day.
May 13, 1908: Navy Nurse Corps established.
May 15, 1942: Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps established.
May 15: Armed Forces Day.
May 21, 1881: Red Cross founded.
May 31: Memorial Day.

Women’s Aerospace Museum
celebrates 45th anniversary

The International Women’s Air & Space Museum in
downtown Cleveland is celebrating its 45th anniversary this year. The museum, the only one of its kind,
was incorporated in 1976. It was founded by a group
of women who saw the need to maintain their own
history and wanted to pass that along to the next generation. IWASM is the only museum dedicated to
preserving the history of female pilots and women
involved in the aviation and aerospace industries.
For more information, visit www.iwasm.org or call
(216) 623-1111. The museum is located at Burke
Lakefront Airport, 1501 N. Marginal Road, Cleveland.

VA, HUD to tackle vet homelessness

The Departments of Housing and Urban Development and Veterans Affairs announced in April that
they would mount a joint effort to combat homelessness for veterans. HUD’s annual homeless report
noted that on one single night in January 2020, there
were 37,252 homeless vets in America – a 0.4 percent increase over 2019. That number does not take
into account COVID-19, which increased homeless
numbers across the board.
The VA and HUD said they would work with the
U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness to deliver
services to veterans, including finding housing and
jobs and providing mental health support.

HONORING THOSE
WHO SERVE!
The Office of Veterans
Outreach invites all military
families to a special gathering
at McKelvey Park on Armed
Forces Day
Saturday, May 15 at 11 a.m.

Place a flag in honor of a family member currently
serving around the park.
Call in with your family members name to be
placed on a flag.

You are invited to place a flag or a Veteran
volunteer will place it for you.
Contact the Veterans Outreach Office
(440) 973-4567 by May 7 to reserve your flag
Face mask required & social distance maintained.
Armed Forces Day is a joint celebration of all six
branches of the U.S. military: Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard, Marine Corps, Navy, and the newly
created Space Force. The day honors all people
currently serving in the U.S. armed forces.

Chaplain Willie Springer was named to head the
Veterans Outreach Office in 2018 when the office
was created by Mayor Cyril Kleem.
A Vietnam combat veteran, Chaplain Willie served
with the Army’s 27th/60th Land Clearing Company –
“The Jungle Eaters.” The unit drove modified Rome
plows (super bulldozers) to clear the jungle for advancing infantry. They had to battle extreme heat,
biting monkeys, snakes insects, Agent Orange and
enemy fire.
Springer spent 14 months in Vietnam and came
home to a hostile public, as many Vietnam vets did.
He also had to battle some inner demons and unpleasant memories.
The men of the 27/60th began holding reunions and
Springer became the chaplain. He put that into action
by earning a Master of Arts in Practical Theology
(MAPT) from Ashland Theological Seminary. He
conducted his clinical pastoral education at St. Vincent Medical Center and Wade Park Veterans Administration. He also holds a Certificate in Veterans
Behavioral Health.
He was featured in a nationally syndicated program
airing on Fox 8 News called “The Calling for Chaplain Willie.” The program earned a local Emmy.
Chaplain Willie organizes monthly Coffee Chats for
veterans, visits to vets in local nursing homes and
assisted living facilities, special events for veterans

such as the annual picnic,
Armed Forces Day and
Memorial Day ceremonies. He also consulted
with the Berea Police Department to begin the
Veterans Security Team,
which provides police
with an extra level of support during public events.
Veterans Outreach volun- Chaplain Willie Springer is
teers serve as crossing the Berea Veterans Outreach
guards at Grindstone EleOffice coordinator.
mentary School, offer Flag
Day programs for students and have an Honor Guard
to serve at special events and veteran funerals.
Chaplain Willie’s primary mission is support veterans, both in groups and one-on-one. His goal is to
reach out to all veterans, men and women of all races
and backgrounds.
He is a member of the American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars and Vietnam Veterans of America.
The Veterans Outreach Office is the only one of its
kind in Ohio supported by a municipal government.
The office is recognized by We Honor Veterans – a
national hospice veteran partnership.
The Veterans Outreach Office is located in Suite 300
of the Huntington Bank Building, 31 E. Bridge St.
Call (440) 973-4567 or email Springer at wspringer@cityofberea.org.

Berea honors Vietnam veterans
It’s traditional to display a yellow ribbon in honor of a
military member.
On March 22, veterans with Berea’s Veterans Outreach
Office tied 50 yellow ribbons around lampposts in the
downtown area in honor of Vietnam Veterans Appreciation Day, which was March 29.
Jim and Delores Zubrisky of Berea are not veterans but
wanted to show their appreciation. Not only did they
help tie ribbons, they also donated a basket of goodies,
including a door wreath, cookies, an Anthony Kleem
puzzle and a gift certificate to Parkway Barber Shop.
“We wanted to give back,” Delores Zubrisky said.
The basket went to retired Navy vet Craig Mills.
Jim Zubrisky said his father had served in the Navy and
his father-in-law in the Marine Corps. “We live nearby
(the downtown area) and can see all the city events and
festivals. We wanted to help,” he said.

American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary

GARAGE SALE &
PLANT SALE
Garage Sale
May 6-7-8

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday, Friday
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday
Proceeds benefit the Auxiliary Scholarship Fund

Plant & Flower Sale
May 6-7-8-9

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
American Legion Post 91 Hall
Upstairs
91 American Legion Parkway
off Adams Street

Ribbons were tied around
street lights and lampposts around the Triangle,
along East Bridge Street
and the Coe Lake area.
Also helping out was
Chad Huhra of Eastlake.
Huhra is a social worker
with Southern Care hos- Jim Zubrisky, right, and
Willie Springer tie
pice services and saw the Chaplain
a yellow ribbon in honor of
announcement about the Vietnam veterans with the
ribbon tying on an online
help of Chad Huhra.
calendar. Huhra said his
father served in the Army in Vietnam.
Besides Mills, veterans on ribbon duty included Dale
Eckert, Army, Vietnam; Jim Webster, Army, Vietnam;
and Chaplain Willie Springer, Army, Vietnam, and
head of the Veterans Outreach Office. Norma Kleem,
volunteer social worker with Veterans Outreach, organized the event.

Veterans Coffee Club
With Chaplain Willie- Veterans Outreach
Coordinator, City of Berea

First Meeting
Saturday: May 8
10 a.m. - Noon
Pavilion at Coe Lake
Social Distance Maintained/ Face Mask Mandatory!

RSVP: Veterans Outreach
(440) 973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect.

Upcoming Active Senior
Network Programs

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017
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Community Events

May 1-2: Distribution of BHS souvenir bricks. 9
a.m. – noon, May 1; 1-4 p.m., May 2, Berea School
District bus garage, 235 Riveredge Parkway.
May 6-8: American Legion Auxiliary Garage Sale
& Plant Sale. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. May 6-7; 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
May 8. Flower Sale: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. May 6-9. American Legion Post 91 Hall, 91 American Legion Parkway, off Adams Street.
May 8: Baldwin Wallace University Commencement. George Finnie Stadium.
May 8: Veterans Coffee Club. 10 a.m. – noon, Coe
Lake Pavilion. RSVP, (440) 973-4567.
May 9: MOTHERS DAY.
May 15: ARMED FORCES DAY. Flag placements
to honor active-duty military. 11 a.m., McKelvey
Park. Berea Veterans Outreach Office.
May 15: Peace Officers Memorial Day.
May 16: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4
p.m., St. Adalbert Catholic Church Keller Center, 66
Adalbert St. Free. Drive-up only.
May 17: Federal and state income tax filing deadline.
May 17: Animal Rescue Friends. Online volunteer
orientation, 7 p.m., register at ARFonlineorientation@gmail.com.
May 18: Ice Cream Social & Cruise-in. 5-8 p.m.,
Mootown Creamery, 437 W. Bagley Road in West
Valley Plaza. 50/50 Charity Raffle to benefit the Rotary Club of Berea. For more information, visit
www.mootowncreamery.com. (440) 260-9930.
May 22: Mayfest. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Triangle Downtown Berea. Presented by the Berea Fine Arts Club.
May 25: Ice Cream Social & Cruise-in. 5-8 p.m.,
Mootown Creamery, 437 W. Bagley Road in West
Valley Plaza. 50/50 Charity Raffle to benefit BW
TRIO Upward Bound. For more information, visit
www.mootowncreamery.com. (440) 260-9930.
May 26: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up
only.
May 31: MEMORIAL DAY. Community Service.
11 a.m., Coe Lake Gazebo. Hosted by the City of
Berea & Veterans Outreach Office.

