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Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem 
 

Ohio is ground zero for drug 
addiction.  Our state now has 
the dubious distinction of 
leading the nation in over-
dose deaths. Cuyahoga 
County alone recorded 663 
drug overdose deaths in 2016 
ï double the number in 2015. 
The vast majority of those 
deaths were due to heroin or 
opioids. 
 

Berea is doing something about it. The Berea and 
Olmsted Township police departments have partnered 
with the Police Assisted Addiction Recovery Initia-
tive to form Safe Passages ï an innovative approach 
to drug addiction. Under Safe Passages, addicts who 
are at the end of their ropes can come to the police 
station and ask for help. They are put in contact with 
a counselor and sent to a rehab center. The Berea/
Olmsted Township program began in August 2016. In 
less than one year, we have seen 47 addicts approach 
the Berea police station for help kicking their deadly 
habits. 
 

Safe Passages is made possible by the Berea Policeôs 
Community Engagement Unit, which we started only 
two years ago, and by the dedicated police officers 
who offer care instead of incarceration to the addicts 
who come to us for help. Many of those officers have 
spent funds out of pocket to make sure addicts have a 
place to sleep, transportation to a recovery center and 
a hot meal. 
 

Safe Passages was honored with the annual Spirit of 
Community Award during our banquet on Jan. 17.  
 

Also honored was Pathways Hospice for its support 
of Berea Community Outreach and its outstanding 
Veterans to Veterans program. Pathways has donated 
food, turkeys, bikes and numerous other items to our 
neighbors in need, not just at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas but year-round.  The veterans outreach pro-
grams provide support to vets in hospice care, includ-
ing visits from fellow vets who have completed an 
orientation program with Pathways. The Friends of 
Veterans Support Group offers friendship, assistance 
with health benefits and social events. Pathways has 
sponsored a Veterans Picnic in the Pavilion at Coe 
Lake and will host a breakfast in the Active Senior 
Network Room in March. 
 

The volunteer efforts by both of these groups exem-
plify what community is all about. We are our broth-
ersô and sistersô keepers. Safe Passages and Pathways 
Hospice are excellent examples of how we can lift 
each other up. 
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Softball fields planned at Roehm 

Visit our website www.cityofberea.org 

Two softball fields adjacent to Bagley Road will 
be added to the Roehm Athletic Complex. 
 

The Berea City School District project was ap-
proved by the Planning Commission with the 
provision that parking issues be resolved. Con-
struction will begin in the spring and will in-
clude bleacher seating and a press box. 
 

Architect Glen Ramage said two NCAA stand-
ard, synthetic turf fields would be constructed 
along the grassy area next to Bagley Road. The 
fields will be used by teams from Berea-
Midpark High School and Baldwin Wallace 
University.  A tree buffer along the western edge 
will remain and a chain link fence will be added. 
Ramage said the fields can be converted to la-
crosse and soccer use.  It is possible some Little 
League games could play there in the summer. 
Otherwise, BMHS softball teams will use the 
facility in the spring and the BW softball teams 
in the fall. Soccer teams also will use the site in 
the fall. Lacrosse will be played in the spring. 
There are no plans to add lighting.  
 

The proposal includes the elimination of 60 
parking spaces. Commission members were con-
cerned about parking issues. Jeff Grosse, the as-

sistant school superintendent, said the over-
crowded lot is a concern on Sundays when Lou 
Groza Youth Football uses the football field at 
Roehm. The softball games and other sports will 
not attract more than 50 to 100 people, he said. 
Parking will not be an issue for those games. 
 

ñThe plan is for people to park at the high school 
and walk to Roehm,ò he said. ñThe problem is 
getting people to use the high school lot.ò Right 
now, spectators for the football games are park-
ing in unauthorized areas on the grass, in non-
parking areas and at the Masonic Temple and St. 
Paul Lutheran Church on Eastland Road. 
 

Grosse said the school district would erect signs 
directing traffic to the BMHS lot, which can ac-
commodate 500-600 vehicles. Parking monitors 
will be hired on Sundays during football games. 
Grosse said the schools would also reopen talks 
with the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds about 
using part of that facility for parking. 
 

Berea City Engineer Tony Armagno said he 
would talk to Middleburg Heights about placing 
no-parking signs along Pleasant Street, which is 
in Middleburg. 
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sessions. Kammerman has been dropping by 
Platinum Alternatives ï a workshop for adults 
with mental disabilities. The department also 
sponsors Junior Officer for a Day so kids can 
spend some time learning what police do.  
 

ñPat Greenhill and I canôt do it all by ourselves,ò 
Kammerman said. ñWe want to get other offic-
ers involved.ò And they do. Officers stop by Lou 
Groza Youth Football games and Berea Baseball 
Association games, for example ï on their own 
time, he said. 
 

ñWe look to see how we can improve, do things 
differently,ò Grecol said. ñThe trick is to look at 
yourself and ask how we can do this better.ò 
 

The goal, he said, is ñto reach out to the commu-
nity and they reach back to us.ò 
 

ñWhen we started this, it wasnôt about commu-
nity relations per se,ò Mayor Kleem said. ñThis 
is about building bridges and mending fences. 
Relationships are the key and itôs a two-way 
street.ò 
 

ñIf people look at cops with fear, we want that to 
go away. Itôs better to discuss issues now than 
fight later.ò 
 

ñEvery city is probably one incident away from 
Ferguson (a town in Missouri where the police 
shooting of a black youth led to demonstrations). 
By building relationships we can eliminate or 
least relieve those tensions,ò Mayor Kleem said. 
 

Police officers face some emotional, gut-
wrenching situations on a regular basis, the 
Mayor said. ñThey witness some tragedy and 
then we send them right back out there,ò he said. 
ñThey may need some help.ò In that vein, the 
City is working on setting up a chaplain and 
counseling program for officers. 
 

Ward 1 Council Member Margarette Key 
praised the Engagement Unit for its work, espe-
cially in her ward in the North End. ñWe have a 
lot of young men who need this,ò she said. ñYou 
have no idea how many lives have been impact-
ed by this (program).ò 

When Mayor Cyril Kleem began the Communi-
ty Engagement Unit in the Division of Police in 
2015, one officer was assigned to handle the du-
ties ï Sgt. Patrick Greenhill. Now there are two. 
Officer Dave Kammerman joined the unit earlier 
this year. But the entire department has become 
involved in some way. 
 

Tasked with forming relationships with the com-
munity, especially with seniors, youth and mi-
norities, the Community Engagement Unit has 
expanded its reach to include promoting Block 
Watch and helping drug addicts. 
 

ñItôs cultural,ò Law Director Barbara Jones said. 
ñEvery officer is involved.ò 
 

ñToo often people look at law enforcement as 
just law enforcement, but itôs also about caring 
and trust,ò she said. 
 

A Community Engagement Committee meets 
weekly to discuss and evaluate programs. On the 
committee are Mayor Kleem, Director Barb 
Jones, Chief Joe Grecol, Greenhill, Kammerman 
and two community members ï Dave Purdy, a 
retired school counselor, and the Rev. Patrick 
Hunt of Heritage Congregational Church. 
 

ñWe want to focus on projects we can sink our 
teeth into,ò said Chief Grecol. 
 

One of those is Safe Passages ï an innovative 
drug interdiction program introduced by Berea 
and Olmsted Township last August. Greenhill 
said there were 663 drug overdose deaths in 
Cuyahoga County in 2016 ï double the number 
of a year ago. Safe Passages, which partners 
with Police Assisted Addiction Recovery Initia-
tive, offers addicts a chance for recovery by 
coming to the Berea or Township police stations 
where they will not be arrested or charged but 
evaluated for a recovery program. After rehab, 
the addicts attend a support group and receive 
continuing counseling. A support group for fam-
ilies is now meeting at the Berea Elks Hall. 
Greenhill said 47 addicts have come through the 
program in less than a year.  Now State Attorney 
General Mike DeWine is already looking at Safe 
Passages for possible use statewide. 
 

The Community Engagement Unit also works 
with young men at Berea-Midpark High School 
through Realizing Your Potential and at Mount 
Zion Baptist Church through Boys2Men. Hunt is 
working on similar programs for younger chil-
dren and one for girls at the high school level is 
also planned. The City received a $29,400 grant 
from Cuyahoga County Council, renewable for a 
second year, to expand its work with youth. 
 

ñWe are looking for ways to get all the officers 
involved,ò said Kammerman. ñWe want people 
to get to know officers.ò  Officers sit down with 
the kids and just talk or sometimes help them 
with community service projects. The public al-
so gets to meet police during Coffee with a Cop 

Recycling Tip of the Month 
Unwanted linens, pillows, sheets, pillow cases, 
blankets & comforters can be placed in the 
green Simple Recycling bags for pickup at 

curbside weekly. 

Bulk Trash Collection 
Friday, Feb. 24 

Bulk trash includes large items such as furni-
ture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects 
that will not fit into the regular blue trash con-

tainer. 
 

Doors must be removed from refrigerators and 
placed next to the refrigerator at curbside. If the 
refrigerator contains Freon, a special pickup 

should be scheduled. 
 

Questions: Call Republic Services,  
(800) 433-1309  

FREE SMALL  
BUSINESS SEMINAR 

6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 8 
BWôs Center for Innovation & Growth 

340 Front St. 
 

Social Media Marketing presented by BWôs 
Digital Marketing Clinic 

 

Small Business/Entrepreneur Training with the 
10,000 Small Businesses Program 

 

Navigating Small Business Finance  
with US Bank 

 

Please register by contacting Matt Madzy 
mmadzy@cityofberea.org 

(440) 234-5682 
 

Sponsored by the City of Berea, 
Berea Chamber of Commerce & 
BW Digital Marketing Clinic 

Engagement Unit expands its role 
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