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Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem 
I would like to personally 
invite you and your family 
to join me and my family 
at the City of Berea’s an-
nual Jack Frost Festival of 
Lights on Saturday, Dec. 
3. 
 
This winter festival and the 
Grindstone Festival in July 
have become Berea’s sig-
nature community events. 

There will be the usual parade, fireworks and tree
-lighting. Kids can enjoy visits with Santa plus 
rides on the Merry-Go-Round and Ferris Wheel. 
The Rotary Club of Berea with the help of Bald-
win Wallace University students will pass out 
free hot chocolate and cookies. We try to mix 
things up a bit each year by adding something 
new. This year it’s a snow globe photo booth. 
Even it’s not really snowing outside, you can 
have your picture taken with faux flakes. 
 
Festivals such as this are part of what make this a 
family-friendly community. This is a great way 
to welcome the holiday season, meet your neigh-
bors for a fun evening with the kids and grand-
kids and perhaps make some new friends in the 
process.  
 
All of these events are free. Please make plans to 
help Berea kick off the Christmas and Chanukah 
seasons. Shop Berea. Eat in our restaurants. Play 
in our parks.  This is small town America at its 
best. This is Berea. 
 
Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah and Happy 
New Year to you all! 

 

Established in 1836 

December 2016 

Blue Grass road project is complete 

Visit our website www.cityofberea.org 

A two-year project to reconstruct the roadways 
in the Blue Grass neighborhood and Starlite 
Drive has been completed on schedule and on 
budget. 
 
The project wrapped up on Nov. 5 at a total cost 
of $2 million. 
 
The work was done in two phases. Phase 1 in-
cluded the complete reconstruction of Starlite, 
Paddock, Canter, Shetland and Surrey with new 
stone base, concrete curbs and gutters and an 
asphalt pavement. Sidewalks and aprons were 
replaced as needed. That first phase cost 
$600,000 and was done in 2015. 
 
This year, the project tackled the main streets in 
the development – Bridle and Trotter lanes, 
Yearling Drive and all the cul de sacs. Trotter, 
Bridle and Yearling were completely recon-
structed including a new stone base, concrete 
curbs and gutters and an asphalt pavement. 
There also were storm sewer improvements and 
sidewalk and apron replacements as needed. 
Phase 2 cost was $1.4 million. 
 

City Engineer Tony Armagno said there are still 
some “soft” issues to address, such as planting 
grass. The Homeowners Association will handle 
relandscaping the entryways in the spring. 
 
There were no flooding issues in the neighbor-
hood, but the project did relieve some surface 
water issues, Armagno said. 
 
The City’s long-range strategic plan calls for a 
similar major project in the Jananna-Vivian-
Kaye neighborhood in 2017. 

Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016 

See inside for details 

vast majority of those lines are copper. 
 
Berea tests 30 higher risk homes every three 
years. Because Berea water historically meets 
guidelines, the EPA indicated that this reduced 
monitoring was warranted. Homes were last test-
ed in 2014, so the next round of testing will oc-
cur in 2017 when drinking water will be tested 
for both lead and copper. 
 
Cloudy water can be caused by several situations 
– a water main break, hydrant flushing or con-
struction. Residents in the Fair Street area may 
be experiencing cloudy water due to the installa-
tion of new water mains and sewer lines on the 
street. That situation is temporary. 
 
Cloudy water also can be caused when water has 
been sitting in pipes for several hours.  Home-
owners can clear the water and minimize the po-
tential for lead exposure by flushing the hot and 
cold water taps for 30 seconds to 2 minutes be-
fore using the water for drinking or cooking.  
 
If Berea water customers have any concerns 
about water quality or want their homes to be 
tested, they can contact the Berea Water Plant at 
waterplant@cityofberea.org or call (440) 234-
5652. 

There have been concerns about the quality of 
Berea’s drinking water because of some errone-
ous media reports.  City officials want to assure 
Berea residents and business owners that Berea 
water is safe for drinking, cooking and bathing. 
 
Trace amounts of lead, copper and other metals 
occur naturally in water. The Environmental 
Protection Agency has set a lead content limit of 
0.0155 milligrams per liter for drinking water. 
The Berea Water Department has tested the wa-
ter at a home in Berea that a local news outlet 
previously reported as having high lead levels in 
the water. The Water Department tests, which 
were sent to an EPA sanctioned laboratory, 
show the home with a lead level of 0.0075 mg/l 
– well below the EPA limit. A similar test at the 
Berea Water Plant showed a barely detectable 
level of 0.0012 mg/l. 
 
The Berea Water Plant adds orthophosphate dur-
ing the water purification process, as mandated 
by the EPA to prevent lead from leaching into 
the water supply. However, lead in the drinking 
water can come from old plumbing or solder 
around pipes inside homes.  
 
The water plant keeps a file on each home’s tap-
ins. Homeowners can call the water plant to 
learn that information. Records show that the 

Berea water is safe to drink 
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The Monthly Berean is published monthly by 
the City of Berea and is distributed to residents, 

organizations and businesses in Berea. 
 

Mayor Cyril Kleem 
Linda G. Kramer, editor 

Megan Pochatek, design editor 
 

To submit information, contact: 
bereanewsletter@gmail.com 

(440) 274-5608 
 

Please submit stories and information  
by the 10th of every month. 

Trash pickup delayed  
Because of Christmas on Sunday, Dec. 25 
Curbside trash collection will be delayed. 

 
Trash will be picked up: 

SATURDAY, DEC. 31 
Trash should be placed at curbside no earlier 

than 4:30 p.m. Friday, Dec.  30. 
 

Containers should be removed & stored by 10 
a.m., Sunday, Jan. 1. 

 
Because of the New Year’s Day  

holiday on Sunday, Jan. 1 
Curbside trash collection will be delayed  

that week. 
 

Trash will be picked up: 
SATURDAY, JAN. 7 

Christmas Tree  
& Light Recycling 

Recycle Christmas Lights 
Dec. 5 – Jan. 6 

Berea Recreation Center 
451 Front St. 

 
Strings of lights – power strips –  

extension cords 
 

NO Tinsel, bubble lights or snow spray 
 

Republic Services will pick up trees 
for composting 

Jan. 7 and Jan. 13 
Leave at curbside 

No tinsel, no lights, no tree stands 
Do NOT place in plastic bags 

 
Questions, call the Service Garage 

(440) 826-5853 
Or e-mail 

servicegarage@cityofberea.org 

Fire safety tips for winter 
The Berea Division of Fire reminds residents 
that the winter months are the leading time of 
year for home fires. Here are a few safety tips: 
 
Have the chimney inspected annually and 
cleaned if necessary by a qualified professional. 
 
Never use a range or oven as a supplemental 
heating device. 
 
Never leave a portable space heater operating 
while it is unattended or while you are sleeping. 
 
If you have an artificial Christmas tree, be sure it 
is labeled, certified or identified by the manufac-
turer as fire retardant. 
 
If you have a live tree, be sure to keep the stand 
filled with water. 
 
If there is a fire hydrant near your home, keep it 
clear of snow so it can be easily located in case 
of emergency. 
 
Any questions, contact the Berea Division of 
Fire at (440) 826-5880. 

Bulk Trash Collection 
Friday, Dec. 23 

Bulk trash includes large items such as furni-
ture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects 
that will not fit into the regular blue trash con-

tainer. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Freon no longer must be re-
moved from refrigerators & freezers before be-
ing left for pickup. Republic Services will send a 
separate truck to collect appliances. They will 

remove the Freon. 
 

Questions: Call Republic Services,  
(800) 433-1309 

Leaf pickup  
schedule extended 

Because of the unusually warm fall weather, the 
curbside leaf schedule has been extended 
citywide.  The last pickups were set for the 
week of Nov. 28 but many of the trees are late 
shedding their leaves. Service Director Paul 
Anzalone said the schedule will be extended 
until Dec. 16. City trucks will make their rounds 
throughout the city during those final two 
weeks. 

Delivering holiday turkeys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem, Pathways Hospice 
Chaplain Willie Springer and Pathways CEO 

David Noggle unload the 25 turkeys donated by 
Pathways to Berea Community Outreach. The 

turkeys were given to BCO clients for  
Thanksgiving. 

Recycling Tip of the Month 
Make sure lids on trash & recycling  

bins close tightly. 
 

When bins are overstuffed, the automatic arm on 
the trash trucks cannot operate properly and 

trash can be spilled. 

Workshop 
SANTA’S 
Sunday, Dec. 11 

3 - 5 p.m. 
Berea Recreation Center 

 
Children can make presents for  

their parents/caregivers 
 

Cookies & refreshments  
will be provided! 

Saturday, Jan. 7 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Berea Recreation Center 
Free and fun for all ages! 

M  VIE 
NIGHT 

FEATURING:  
“NORM OF THE NORTH” 

 

Popcorn and refreshments 
will be provided 

 

Please bring your  
own blanket or chair 
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       At the Library 

Kiwanis Pancake Festival 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 

All-you-can-eat Bob Evans pancakes 
Sausage –syrup – beverages 

Visits with Santa & Mrs. Claus 
Photos – face-painting – crafts 

Music by Marlynda 
$7 per person 

No charge for children 5 and younger 
Tickets at the door  

Or call (440) 238-8351 
 

Berea-Midpark High School cafeteria 

Music, puppets welcome the 
holidays 

Get in the holiday mood with Music of the Sea-
son by Consortium Musica, a musical group that 
plays the recorder, a woodwind related to the 
flute and piccolo. The performance is 1:30 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 7. 
 
A Holiday Puppet Show will be presented by 
Nancy Sander at 7 p.m., Monday, Dec. 8.  Both 
of these shows are appropriate for the family. 
Reservations are requested for all adult pro-
grams. Register at www.cuyahogalibrary.org or 
call (440) 234-5475. 
 
Tween Time Tuesdays: The program includes a 
variety of activities plus light refreshments and 
some service opportunities for students in grades 
4-6. A parent/guardian must sign a release form 
before the program. Registration is required. 7 
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 9. 
 
From the Page to the Stage: Movement, sing-
ing, musical instruments and children’s literature 
come to life in song. Through gesture, move-
ment and song, children in kindergarten through 
3rd grade will learn how music, words, pictures 
and movement can work together to tell a story.  
7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 10. 
 
Builder’s Club:  Club members will construct 
with LEGO bricks once a month. For grades 4-8. 
Registration is required. 10:30 a.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 13. 
 
Jazz for All Ages: The Biasella Trio will take 
listeners on a musical journey through Ameri-
ca’s jazz history from swing to Latin to blues 
and ballads. 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 18. 
 
Robotix Blox:  Students ages 11-18 can build 
and program a robot to free the dwarves from 
trolls, escape the goblins, defeat Smaug and 
complete Bilbo’s quest in Tolkien’s classic “The 
Hobbit.” Space is limited.  6:30-8:30 p.m., Tues-
day, Dec. 30. 

Bulk Trash Collection 
Friday, Dec. 19 

Bulk trash includes large items such as furni-
ture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects 

that will not fit into the regular blue trash 
container. 

 
Freon must be removed from refrigerators & 

freezers before being left for pickup. 
Questions: Call Republic Services,  

(800) 433-1309 

Training to become the ‘ironlady’  
of the Ironman 

Beth Darmstadter of Berea is giving herself an 
unusual birthday present. She’s training for her 
first full Ironman competition next August. 
 
Darmstadter, who will turn 50 next year, said she 
had promised herself to do something special on 
her 40th birthday, such as run a marathon. “Well, 
40 came and went. That’s when I decided to start 
training,” she said. 
 
So far, she’s completed two half Ironmans. In 
June, she placed second in her age category. In 
July, she came in seventh. She’s also run the 
Olympic Distance Nationals in Milwaukee, a half 
marathon and is the five-time winner of the stair 
climb race at the Terminal Tower in downtown 
Cleveland. She’s also a member of  a bike racing 
team. 
 
The Ironman is a grueling competition that com-
bines a 2.4-mile open water swim, a 112-mile 
bike ride and a 26.2-mile run. That all adds up to 
about 140 miles plus. She figures it will take her 
13-15 hours to complete. Transition time be-
tween events is only a matter of minutes – 2 to 4 
at the most, Darmstadter said. 
 
She said she got hooked on fitness as a child. “I 
watched the Ironman on TV as a teenager,” she 
said. “It’s a crazy endurance sport.” She knew 
she wanted to try it someday. “But you put those 
dreams away,” she said. She went on to college, 
earning a degree in public health at the Universi-
ty of Michigan and master’s at San Diego State. 
She spent 12 years in fundraising at the Cleve-
land Foundation and now heads up fundraising 
for The Gathering Place, a non-profit that pro-
vides free support to cancer patients and their 
families. She first encountered The Gathering 
Place as a client. Her husband passed away from 
cancer 12 years ago. Now she is responsible for 
raising around $2.5 million a year for the organi-
zation. 
 
While working for The Gathering Place helps her 
give back to the community, working out is 
something she does for herself. In good weather, 
she trains outdoors going on long bike rides, 
swimming in Lake Erie. When weather is partic-
ularly bad, she heads for the Berea Recreation 
Center where she does some weight training, hits 
the treadmill and takes Spinning classes.  
 
“Training is year round,” she says. “I run before 
the sun comes up except when it’s just treacher-
ous.” Since tri-athletes compete in the outdoors, 
“you have to train in the elements,” she said. 
 
In her last race, a half Ironman at Cedar Point, 
Darmstadter said she had to contend with 5-foot 
waves in Lake Erie. “They had to pull people out 
of the water.” 

She has registered for the Ironman in Ontario, 
Canada, which is set for Aug. 30. Formal train-
ing will start in January. Darmstadter said she’ll 
begin with 7-10 hours a week and then work up 
to 15-20 hours. Her biggest challenge: “Getting 
motivated to get out of the house and then not 
falling on the ice this winter.” 
 
While she played soccer in high school, Darm-
stadter said she never was “into” competitive 
sports. But soccer gave her confidence and self-
discipline. After working in a previous job that 
promoted wellness and AIDS prevention, Darm-
stadter says it’s “important to take advantage of 
being healthy. It helps with stress, for one 
thing.” 
 
Being a tri-athlete can be a solitary sport. “You 
are the one to get you to the finish line but you 
have to have support along the way,” Darm-
stadter said. That includes volunteers who pro-
vide water and nourishment, fellow runners and 
bike riders and family to cheer you on. Her 
daughter, Emily, a sophomore at Oberlin Col-
lege, encourages her fitness routine.  
 
“I’m turning 50 next year, so why not,” Darm-
stadter said. “I’m healthy.” 
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Light up Berea Parade 
Begins at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Tree Lighting Ceremony 
& Fireworks 

Starting after the parade 
Approximately 6:30 p.m. 

Located at the Berea Triangle 
 

“Iceless” Skating Rink 
5:30-9 p.m. 

 

Human Snow Globe 
5:30 - 9 p.m. 

Get your photo taken with you 
friends and family 

City Hall Parking Lot 

Se
m

in
ar

y 
St

. Fr
on

t S
t. 

Liberty St.  

Ri
ve

rs
id

e 
D

r. 

E. Bridge St.  

Ice Sculpture Demo. 
Begins at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Meet Santa 
6:30-9:30 p.m. 

*Please bring your own camera 
 

Ferris Wheel & 
Merry-Go-Round 

6:30-9:30 p.m. 
 

Crafts 
6:30-9:30 p.m. 

Make reindeer food and a  
Christmas countdown craft 

 

Hot Cocoa and Cookies 
Donated by Rotary Club of Berea 

FREE- While supplies last 

Free! 
Fun for the whole family! 

 
CONTACT: 

Megan Pochatek 
(440) 274-5608 

 

Yvonne Fulimeni 
Darleen Gooslin 

Dik Malott 
Tom Norton 

Bruce & Arlene Lehtinen 
Nick & Donna Haschka 

Matt & Gina Madzy 
Tony & Julie Armagno 

Lillian Anderson 
Pam Defino 

Diana Emrich 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2016 EVENT SPONSORS 

John & Kathy 
Chapman 

Jim & Dottie Walters 
J&J Appliances 

Larry and Elaine Myers 
Yvonne Fulimeni 

Berea Kiwanis Club 
Georgi Rohde 

Suburban Clock and Repair 
Tom and Dorothy Goebel 
American Legion Post 91 
Belle Amie Hair Studio 

Sweet Mango 
Pat and Dick Koharik 

Daune & Kevin Jaynes 
Berea Chamber of Commerce 

Georgia Schuff 
Patrick Hunt 

Rudolf & Joan Kamper 
Donald & Lucille Goebel 

Ed & June Puwal 
Donald Sawyer 

Eugene & Linda Joy 
Tom & Marie Herr 

David Purdy 
Consolina Templeman 

Jeff and Jeanne Haas 
Roy and Karen Mihlan 

Margarette Key 
Gary and Suzanne Halstead 

Lona Gruber 
Ellis and Margaret Lovell 

Dr. Von Smith 
Michael and Mary Ellen Nichols 

Tom and Dorothy Goebel 
Carol Ann Keydash 

Linda Kramer 
Mary Ann Walter 

Parade Route: 
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BW HAPPENINGS 

Road repairs signal  
traffic changes 

 
Wyleswood Drive 

Because of road construction, traffic is permit-
ted westbound only on Wyleswood from Beeler 
to Crossbrook. Traffic headed north on Cross-
brook can detour to eastbound on West Street, 
turn south on Beeler and then west on Wyles-
wood. The detour will be in effect for approxi-
mately two months. 

 
Beeler Drive 

Traffic on Beeler Drive is limited to one-way 
northbound from West Street to Lindberg 
Boulevard while road repairs are under way for 
the next four to six weeks. Detours are posted. 
Traffic can proceed west on Lindberg to West, 
turn east on West and then north on Beeler. 
Contact the Berea Engineering Department at 
(440) 826-5814 with any questions about road 
construction or traffic detours. 
 

Valley Parkway 
The Cleveland Metroparks is closing portions 
of Valley Parkway through the Rocky River 
Reservation from Detroit Road to Barrett Road 
and through the Mill Stream Run Reservation 
from Bagley Road to South Quarry Lane for 
road construction. The road will be closed only 
during weekdays and be open at the close of 
work each day and on weekends. The closures 
will continue through the end of October. 
 

Race Street 
To accommodate arrival and dismissal times at 
Grindstone Elementary School, Race Street is 
open for one-way traffic eastbound between 
Lynn/Fairwood Circle and Fair Street during 
the hours of 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
on school days. The intersection of Lynn/
Fairwood Circle and Race remains open for 
north and south traffic.  

Traffic on Wyleswood Drive is one-way westbound 
only while crews work on a total pavement recon-
struction project. Sidewalks and driveway aprons will 
be replaced as needed. 

County Executive Candidate 
Forum is Oct. 15 

Baldwin Wallace University is hosting a forum 
with Cuyahoga County executive candidates 
Armond Budish and Jack Schron at 7 p.m. Oct. 
15 in Gamble Auditorium of the Kulas Musical 
Arts Building on Front Street. The forum will be 
facilitated by the Greater Cleveland League of 
Women Voters and is free. 
 
For more information about all BW programs, 
go to www.bw.edu. 
 

Other October events include: 
 
Romeo and Juliet: Oct. 8-11 and Oct. 15-18, 
7:30 p.m.; Oct. 12, 2 p.m. William Allman The-
atre. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  
 

Banker turns welder to create art 

The project took about 100 hours over 60 days, 
she said. “I had to make the metal look soft.” 
 
Haren said the sculpture will be displayed along 
an aisle at the ReStore that features the items 
donated by Rudy’s Hardware. “It will be a lega-
cy piece,” he said. The ReStore is at 2110 W. 
110th St. in Cleveland. 
 
Forrest learned welding from neighbor Jim 
Hlavin, who owns Martin Sheet Metal in Cleve-
land.  “She was a great pupil and a fast learner,” 
he said. She even brought other people into the 
sessions. At one point, there were six or seven 
other welder wannabes in his classes. 
 
“It’s just a hobby,” Forrest says, but she is plan-
ning an exhibit at a gallery in Bath, Ohio. 
 
Her husband Larry Szczepanski bought her the 
welding equipment as a gift about 2 ½ years 
ago. He wanted to encourage her creativity, he 
said. 
 
“Where many people see scrap metal, she sees a 
butterfly,” he said. 

When Habitat for Humanity asked Berea artist 
Bonnie Forrest to create a sculpture for its Re-
Store in Cleveland, she launched into her largest 
project yet. 
 
A banker with US Bank in Strongsville, Forrest 
learned welding a few years ago to create sculp-
tures for friends and neighbors. Most of the 
work was small – wind chimes, art pieces as 
knickknacks. She also dabbled in pottery and 
stained glass mosaics. 
 
“I do it for fun,” Forrest said. 
 
One of those neighbors is Matt Haren, director 
of the ReStore, which sells new and used build-
ing materials. The proceeds help fund Habitat 
for Humanity projects. Haren asked Forrest to 
create a piece that encompassed the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity, incorporated recycled 
building materials and also reflected the gener-
ous donation of Rudy’s Hardware, which gave 
its entire inventory to Habit for Humanity when 
the store went out of business in Slavic Village. 
“Wow,” Forrest said. “I wondered how I was 
going to do all that.” 
 
She did and the result was unveiled at a neigh-
borhood reception on Pineview Drive. The party 
was organized by neighbor and friend, Chris 
Miles. “We want to show everyone what all the 
flashes of light have been about,” Miles said. 
 
The piece uses old wrenches and other tools and 
highlights the street address from Rudy’s Hard-
ware. The base of the sculpture contains the 
Habitat motto, “Building Hope with Homes.” 
The windows were donated by Joyce Windows. 
 
For the other parts, “I dumpster dived,” Forrest 
said. 
 

“Challenges & Opportunities in the New 
World of Health Care”: Kamm Lecture Series, 
5:15 p.m. Oct. 15, Akram Boutros, president and 
CEO of the MetroHealth System. BW Center for 
Innovation & Growth. 
 
Jason Lanier: Enduring Questions, the Mark 
Collier Lecture Series, 8 p.m. Oct. 22. Jason La-
nier is a technology pioneer, composer, visual 
artist, author and performer. Gamble Auditori-
um, Kulas Musical Arts Building. 
 
BachHaus: Bluegrass, Broadway, The Beatles 
and Bach, 8 p.m. Oct. 24. A new addition to the 
Bach Festival. Faculty and students will perform 
in a coffee house atmosphere. There is a charge 
for this event. Proceeds will benefit the BW 
Conservatory of Music. Fynette Kulas Music 
Hall. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  
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Nominations sought for 
Grindstone Heritage Awards 

The Berea Historical Society is accepting nomi-
nations for the Grindstone Heritage Awards, 
which are given posthumously to outstanding 
Berea citizens. Deadline for nominations is Oct. 
8. The awards will be announced by Mayor 
Cyril Kleem on Oct. 22. 
 
Nominees must be deceased for at least five 
years and have contributed significantly to the 
community.  Last year’s recipients were Tom 
James, one of the founders of Price & James 
Heating & Air Conditioning, and Leon M. Coe, 
former mayor of Berea and after whom Coe 
Lake is named. 
 
Heritage Award winners’ names are engraved 
on plaques in the Grindstone Heritage Park dis-
play near the Triangle. 
 
Submit nominations to Berea Historical         
Society, P.O. Box 173, Berea, OH 44017. 
 
The ceremony will be 7 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
22 at the Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Oct. 12 

Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds 
 

5k run, 1-mile walk 
8:30 a.m. registration 

10 a.m. race start 
To benefit Berea Animal Rescue Friends 

 
1-mile walk: 

Adults 15+: 
$20 pre-registration 

$25 day of race 
 

Kids 14 and younger: 
$10 pre-registration 

$15 day of race 
 

5k run: 
Adults 15+ 

$25 pre-registration 
$30 day of race 

 
Kids 14 and younger: 
$15 pre-registration 

$20 day of race 
 

Register at bereaanimalrescue.com/
registration 

Grindstone Elementary honored as ‘school of excellence’ 

all families can attend school and PTA meet-
ings. The blog is a way to help them engage 
with the school whenever and wherever they 
have the time. 
 
“Families need a way to become actively en-
gaged in their child’s education and be an advo-
cate not only for their child, but for all chil-
dren,” said Heather Losneck, president of Grind-
stone PTA. “The PTA and school administration 
can work together to give families a voice and 
leverage the strengths that result from a commu-
nity coming together.” 
 
National PTA has presented Grindstone Ele-
mentary and Grindstone PTA with a National 
PTA School of Excellence banner. 
 
For more information about the School of Ex-
cellence program, visit PTA.org/excellence.  

Grindstone Elementary School has been named 
a National PTA School of Excellence. The 
award is given to those schools and PTAs who 
work together to enhance the educational expe-
rience for students and to involve families in the 
process. 
 
Grindstone PTA will host a “We’re Poppin’ 
With Excitement” program at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 23 to celebrate the award. 
 
In order to ensure that families are part of the 
decision-making process and are up-to-date on 
policies and procedures at the school, Grind-
stone PTA formed a PTA Advisory Board. The 
12 members of the board include administrators, 
teachers and eight parents and grandparents.  
The group discusses issues such as student safe-
ty, curriculum and traffic concerns. 
 
The Grindstone School of Excellence Commit-
tee also created a blog to increase families’ in-
volvement and to help families feel connected to 
the school. The blog features videos and articles 
about the school, news on education in general 
and National PTA programs and updates. Not 

Every year, Mayor Cyril Kleem participates in 
the activities of the Cleveland Browns alumni 
weekend.  
 
“It’s always a lot of fun to play golf with some 
of the Browns’ executives and the alumni. It’s a 
great opportunity to reconnect with some old 
friends and to make new ones,” Mayor Kleem 
said. 

Mayor attends Cleveland Browns Alumni Weekend events 
The weekend of activities included a golf out-
ing, a ceremony for two former players induct-
ed as Browns’ legends and game day activi-
ties. This year, the Browns honored the 1954 
and 1964 championship teams. Berea resident 
Tony Dick organizes the annual alumni week-
end as the manager of Alumni Relations for 
the Browns.  

Mayor Cyril Kleem with members of the 1964 Browns Championship team: quarterback Dr. 
Frank Ryan, linebacker Jim Houston, running back Jim Brown, offensive lineman Dick 

Schafrath, and wide receiver Paul Warfield. 
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Every three years, NOPEC is required by the 
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio to send let-
ters to consumers, informing them of the elec-
tricity supplier, the costs, and the savings and 
offering consumers a chance to opt out of the 
program.  This year was the regularly scheduled 
year for those letters and they were mailed to 
Berea residents in late November. Letters about 
the gas supplier are mailed every two years.  
 
If consumers want to remain with NOPEC and 
have NextEra as the electric supplier, they don’t 
have to do anything, Ripley said. “They can 
throw that letter away,” she said. If, however, 
they want to explore alternatives and decide not 
to remain with NOPEC, they can sign and return 
the letter. 
 
NextEra is expected to give a 6 percent savings 
on electricity rates to residents and 4 percent 
savings to small businesses – the same savings 
FirstEnergy offered in the past, Ripley said. 
 

Customers can view gas and electric pricing for 
NOPEC and compare rates at www.nopecinfo.org. 

Consumers also can visit the PUCO web site, 
www.energychoice.ohio.gov.  

Victorian Christmas Tea 
Berea Historical Society 

Mahler Museum & Education Center 
118 E. Bridge St. 

 

2-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 11 
Free & Open to the Public 

Entertainment – Food –  
Spiced Wassail served Victorian style 

KIWANIS PANCAKE & 
SAUSAGE BREAKFAST 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 4 

Berea-Midpark High School 
Tickets $7 

(No charge for children 5 and younger) 
Christmas Carols – Santa – Crafts 

Music by Marlynda 

Members of the Berea Wiffle League visit the Berea 
Recreation Center. They include Jackson Host, Jacob 

Andrews, Matthew Yakimov and Alex Smearman. 

Wiffle League expands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Berea Wiffle League, which started three 
years ago with four teams of Middleburg Heights 
Junior High boys, is looking to expand to include 
girls and adults. 
 
Jacob Andrews, one of the founders, said the 2016 
league was boosted to 12 teams thanks to interest 
from teens in surrounding communities, including 
Brook Park, Middleburg Heights, Olmsted Falls, 
Westlake and Medina. There was also one adult 
team – the Huffer Puffers. “They actually did pret-
ty well,” said Matthew Yakimov, another founding 
member of the league. 
 
The original team members are now students at 
Berea-Midpark High School and making plans for 
college. They also want to ensure that the Wiffle 
League endures. The guys are recruiting kids at 
Ford Intermediate School, Middleburg Heights 
Junior High and hope to get students at Grindstone 
Elementary School involved as well. 
 
“It helps that we had a very successful year,” said 
wiffle player Jackson Host. Students don’t neces-
sarily have to play, he said. Volunteers are needed 
to set up the field and keep score. “But our goal is 
to get more players,” he said. 
 
This year’s teams played on two fields – a growth 
spurt from just one field last year – at the recrea-
tion area on the grounds of what used to be 
Parknoll School. The season runs from Memorial 
Day through August and ends with the World Se-
ries of Wiffle Ball. 
 
This year, the final games coincided with the Indi-
ans’ World Series appearances.  “We flew the In-
dians banner on the foul pole,” Andrews said. 
 

Sponsors are integral to the success of the league, 
said Alex Smearman. Sponsors included Dakota 
Seeds, which sells sunflower seeds; New Primal 
Beef Jerky, Giant Seeds, the official sunflower 
seed supplier to MLB; and Excursions Journey to 
Health, wiffle equipment supplier. Smearman said 
the league goes through more than 100 balls a sea-
son. Budget Saver gave the league coupons for 
popsicles. 
 
The league also sold shirts with the Berea Wiffle 
Ball logo. As usual, proceeds from donations and 
sales went to Berea Animal Rescue. This year, that 
totaled $500. 
 
Tryouts begin in January and February. Interested 
players can contact the league via e-mail at bere-
awiffle@gmail.com. Also check out their videos 
on YouTube. 

Columbia to Cook to Mapleway. Sprague Road 
is also an alternative. 
 

City, BW create online resource  
for businesses 

The Baldwin Wallace University Digital Mar-
keting Clinic in partnership with the City of Be-
rea has put together a free resource for business-
es. The Berea Biz Resource Portal can point 
small businesses in the right direction for infor-
mation on a variety of topics, including project 
management, web site content development, 
stock photography, graphics and images and 
email marketing, among other issues. Visit the 
portal at https://dmc.wishpond.com/bereabiz/  
 

Southwest General earns ‘A’ for safety 
Southwest General was one of only 844 hospi-
tals to receive an “A” in the Leapfrog Hospital 
Safety Grade, ranking Southwest among the saf-
est in the country. Leapfrog rates hospitals na-
tionwide on patient safety. The safety grade uses 
30 measures to assign grades twice a year. To 
learn more, visit www.hospitalsafetygrade.org.  

The Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council 
(NOPEC) is a non-profit consortium of more 
than 200 communities in 13 northeast Ohio 
counties that provides lower cost gas and elec-
tricity to members. Berea has been a NOPEC 
member since the council was formed in 2000. 
 
Residents have the option of remaining with a 
NOPEC gas or electricity supplier or shopping 
around. NOPEC buys in bulk to try to keep 
prices down for consumers. 
 
Recently, Berea residents received a letter from 
First Energy stating that it would no longer be 
the electricity supplier for NOPEC.  First Ener-
gy had been the supplier since 2010. The new 
NOPEC electricity supplier will be NextEra En-
ergy Services Ohio, which also is the gas sup-
plier, said Mary Ripley, NOPEC communica-
tions manager. NextEra entered an agreement 
with NOPEC in 2013 to be the gas supplier. 
That agreement continues through early 2020. 
 
“This will be a seamless transition,” Ripley 
said. “Consumers’ electricity is not going to 
stop.”  
 

Center Street Bridge closed 
The Center Street Bridge over the Metroparks, 
by Giant Eagle, has been completely closed to 
traffic. It had been open only to one-way traffic 
due to safety concerns. An inspection has re-
vealed more issues. A contractor will remove the 
middle beams because of safety issues. 
 

Eastland Road resurfacing put on hold 
Cuyahoga County has postponed again the re-
paving of Eastland Road – this time not until the 
spring of 2017. The roadway has been scheduled 
to be resurfaced from Bagley Road to the city 
limits with Middleburg Heights. This is a county 
project with all costs borne by the county. Resi-
dents will be notified by letter about the delay. 
 

Portion of Bagley Road  
closed in Olmsted Falls 

Bagley Road is closed from Columbia Road to 
Usher Road in Olmsted Falls so that the bridge 
can be replaced. The road will remain closed 
until July 2017. Traffic is being detoured from 

NEWS BRIEFS 

NOPEC letter explains utility options 
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Historical Society announces 
Grindstone Heritage Awards 

Fletcher Hulet, one of Berea’s first mayors, and 
Frances Foster Mills, an historian at Baldwin-
Wallace College, have been selected for the 
Grindstone Heritage Awards. 
 
The Heritage Awards are given annually by the 
Berea Historical Society to honor posthumously 
those outstanding Berea residents who contrib-
uted significantly to the community. Nominees 
must have been deceased for at least five years. 
 
Hulet, 1803-1883, was an entrepreneur. He con-
structed the first buildings on the college cam-
pus. The former Hulet Hall was named in his 
honor. He also was elected as Berea’s third 
mayor, serving from 1855-56. 
 
Mills, 1875-1963, was a graduate of Baldwin 
University and worked at the college, gathering 
information about alumni. She was BW’s offi-
cial historian from 1937-1963. 
 
Heritage Award winners’ names are engraved 
on plaques in the Grindstone Heritage Park dis-
play near the Triangle. 

We remember the Polar Vortex of the winter of 
2013-14. It was snowy and cold with 86.1 inch-
es of snow and an average temperature of 25.4 
degrees, according to the National Weather Ser-
vice at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.  
The average snowfall for this area is 68 inches. 
Of course, other regions in northeast Ohio got 
much more snow. Chardon in the Snow Belt 
recorded 142 inches and closer to home, North 
Royalton got 102 inches. Last year was the 8th 
snowiest winter on record. 
 
 With that in mind, the Berea Service Depart-
ment is preparing to keep city streets as drivable 
as possible. 
 
Snowplows will be out in force once the winter 
weather hits and drivers are reminded to be cau-
tious and courteous when approaching or fol-
lowing snowplows. Keep your distance. Spray 
from snow or salt can impair lines of sight. 
 
Berea’s plows carry a 10-foot-long blade and 
three tons of salt. Fully loaded that truck can 
weigh 38,500 pounds.  Passing should be done 
very carefully especially when visibility is low. 
Snowplows tackle primary and secondary roads 
first with neighborhoods, cul de sacs and dead-
end streets next on the list. Main roads as well 
as curves, hills and bridges are fully salted. 
Neighborhoods are spot-salted. That means 
trucks spread the salt every couple of hundred 
feet. As traffic moves along, it spreads the salt 
further on the road surface. 
 
City snowplows follow a pattern when clearing 
streets. They remove snow from the center of 

Snowy sidewalks 
Shoveling snow from sidewalks is an im-

portant part of keeping safe this winter. Snow-
free walkways help students walking to school 

and postal employees delivering the mail. It 
also makes it easier for friends, family and 
emergency crews to reach the house. Make 
sure you follow these safety tips from the 

American Society of Orthopedic Surgeons: 
 

 Check with your doctor before shoveling. 
 

 Dress in layers with light-weight,           
water-repellant clothing. Wear a hat. 

 
 Pace yourself. Take breaks and drink  

 plenty of water. 
 

 Push the snow instead of lifting it. 
 

 Do not throw the snow over your shoulder 
or to the side. This stresses the back. 

Keep a safe distance from snowplows and salt trucks 

the roadway first. Then they do the curb lanes, 
trying to get the snow all the way to the curb to 
expose the catch basins. Keeping the catch ba-
sins open is important, for they allow melting 
snow to flow out and away from the streets. 
 
The CODERed emergency notification system 
will alert residents when driving conditions are 
especially hazardous and roads are closed. Infor-
mation will also be posted on the city’s Web 
site, www.cityofberea.org and on Facebook. To 
check driving conditions on state routes, go to 
www.buckeyetraffic.com. 
 
The best defense against winter driving condi-
tions is to be prepared. Make sure your vehicle’s 
windows are defrosted and lights are operable, 
give yourself plenty of time to reach your desti-
nation and drive defensively. 

Rotary Club of Berea 

 
Reverse Raffle/Silent Auction 

Saturday, March 21 
Cleveland Browns Training Facility 

Lou Groza Boulevard 
Berea 

Gourmet Buffet 
Catered by Bucci’s 

Cash Bar – Sideboards 
Tickets $100 

Contact any Berea Rotarian 
Or call (440) 236-9055 

(440) 234-5966 
 

Proceeds benefit Rotary community projects: 
Shred Fest – Electronics Roundup – Dictionaries 

for 3rd graders – Scholarships – Youth Sports 

Recycle Christmas  
lights & trees 

Strings of Christmas lights, power strips or ex-
tension cords can be dropped off at the Berea 
Recreation Center, 451 Front St., for recycling.  
No bubble lights, tinsel or snow spray will be 
accepted. 
 
Lights will be accepted from Dec. 1 through 
Jan. 5. Lights can be dropped off 5:30 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The Rec Cen-
ter will be closed on Christmas Day and on 
New Year’s Day. 
 
The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste Manage-
ment District is also recycling holiday lights 
through Jan. 16.  Lights and power cords can be 
dropped off at the district’s office at 4750 E. 
131st St., Garfield Heights. The hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
 
The City of Berea will pick up Christmas trees 
for recycling on Jan. 9 and Jan. 16. Trees 
should be left at curbside without lights or tree 
stands attached. Trees should not be placed in 
plastic bags. 
 
For further information, contact the Service 
Garage at (440) 826-5853 or e-mail service-
garage@cityofberea.org.  
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The Learning Center at Ohio Means Jobs is a resource 
for job-seekers to work on resumes and search online 

Tom Hasson 

When workers are searching for jobs and em-
ployers are looking to hire, Ohio Means Jobs 
may be the answer. 
 
Ohio Means Jobs/Cleveland-Cuyahoga County 
is a one-stop collaborative that offers many dif-
ferent programs and services at no cost to busi-
nesses and job-seekers. 
 
Tom Hasson is the workforce service center 
manager at the OMJ west-side location at 11699 
Brookpark Road in Parma.  “These are perma-
nent, full-time jobs,” Hasson emphasized. “Last 
year, we placed 4,000 people.”   
 
“We deal with companies large and small,” Has-
son said. There are more than 3,000 employers 
in the data base, including PPG Industries and 
The Cleveland Clinic.  
 
“We build relationships with companies,” he 
said. “We visit them to learn more about their 
requirements, their culture. We want to find out 
what’s important to them.” 
 
The job needs can range from warehouse work 
to driving to middle management. 
 
OMJ counselors work with job-seekers to hone 

Historical Society presents 
Grindstone Heritage Awards 

A former mayor of Berea and a nurse who 
served in France in World War I were honored 
with Grindstone Heritage Awards in October. 
The awards are presented posthumously by the 
Berea Historical Society to members of the 
community who have contributed significantly 
to Berea’s history. 
 
Honored this year were former Mayor Tom L. 
Stinchcomb and Antoinette Lippold, who served 
with the Red Cross. 
 
Stinchcomb had been president of Berea City 
Council when Mayor Ernest Quackenbush died 
in office in 1959. Stinchcomb took over as 
mayor and served through 1963. He was an in-
dependent insurance adjustor and a member of 
the Berea Masonic Temple, Shrine Club and the 
City Club. He also sang with the Orpheus Male 
Choir, The Temple in Cleveland, Old Stone 
Church and the Rocky River Methodist Church. 
He was an active member of the Berea United 
Church of Christ. Stinchcomb and his wife, 
Marjorie, had a daughter Sharon Stinchcomb 
Calderini, BHS ’60, who lives in Colorado. She 
wrote to the Historical Society, “He cared so 
much for the City of Berea and as the mayor 
always tried so hard to do what was best for 
both its present and its future.” Stinchcomb died 
in 1974 and is buried in Woodvale Cemetery. 
 
Lippold was born in Chicago in 1893. She was 
orphaned at an early age and was sent to the 
German Methodist Orphan Asylum (now 
Guidestone). At 18, she returned to Chicago and 
entered a training program for nurses. After 
graduation, she joined the Red Cross and spent 
time at Camp Greene in North Carolina where 
soldiers were being trained to fight in Europe 
during World War I. She was sent to France in 
October 1918 and died there on Nov. 5, 1918, of 
meningitis. 
 
Heritage Award winners’ names are inscribed 
on a memorial in Grindstone Heritage Park near 
the Triangle.  The park was created by City 
Council in 1976 and the first names were added 
two years later. 

“The Best Christmas  
Pageant Ever” 

Academy for Dramatic Arts 
Christ United Church 

23114 West Road, Olmsted Falls 
7 p.m., Dec. 2 

2 p.m. & 7 p.m., Dec. 3 
2 p.m., Dec. 4 

Tickets: $10 adults (13+), $5 children (4-12) 
afdaberea@gmail.com 

** 
Auditions for “Dear Edwina Jr.” 

4-7 p.m., Jan. 15 
For actors 10-16 years old 

interview skills and resumes. “There is an orien-
tation program to let the job-seeker learn what 
we offer,” Hasson said. A resource room offers 
telephones, fax machines, copiers and comput-
ers. “They can use this like their office, their 
headquarters while they look for work,” Hasson 
said. 
 
Military veterans are assigned to employment 
specialists who are experienced in dealing with 
the special needs of vets. 
 
Matching the right worker with the right job “is 
not rocket science,” Hasson said. “It’s a journey. 
Applying for a job now is not like it was years 
ago.” Most job searches and help wanted ads are 
online. But the interviews are in person.  
 
“We want people to practice their elevator 
speech – about 30 seconds to communicate what 
you can offer. Practice it. Be smiling. Be pre-
pared.” 
 
Contact Ohio Means Jobs’ Parma office at (216) 898

-1366 or visit www.ohiomeansjob.com/cuyahoga. 

Ohio Means Jobs matches workers and employers  

Water meter installations nearly complete 
tremely high water bill resulted. Daily, automat-
ic readings will tip off the Water Department to 
problems immediately and prevent such damage.  
Plus, a water meter reader will no longer have to 
enter homes and busineses. 
 
The City hired NECO to install the new equip-
ment, which included Badger water meters and 
ACLARA meter transmitting units. The units 
have a 20-year life expectancy. During the sum-
mer, NECO had as many as seven installers 
working daily with approximately 75 meters in-
stalled each day. 
 
During the project, other plumbing problems 
were detected and corrected. Many inside valves 
were replaced and city shutoffs at the street were 
fixed as well.  
 
To help pay for the project, $2 per month is add-
ed to quarterly water and sewer bills. Those 
funds will be placed in a special account to pay 
for future upgrades and replacements. 
 
Vozar called the project “a very positive experi-
ence.” 

Only a handful of residential water meters are 
left to be installed and those should be complet-
ed very shortly. 
 
Around 25 commercial meters also remain to be 
replaced by the end of the year. 
 
Utility Engineer Sandra Vozar said, “There have 
been very few problems and our residents have 
cooperated tremendously in quite a successful 
project.” 
 
The process of replacing older water meters with 
newer, high tech meters began in June. More 
than 4,000 meters have been installed. Almost 
3,000 meters had been updated over the past 10 
years. The new meters come with meter trans-
mitting units that automatically send data to the 
City on a daily basis. The result will be more 
accurate data about water usage and will assist 
in early detection of leaks that many homes ex-
perience. In the past, a water meter reader would 
visit homes on a quarterly schedule. By the time 
the meter reader noticed high usage and leakage 
issues, major damage had been done or an ex-
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City honors  
World War II veteran 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayor Cyril Kleem presented World War II vet-
eran Julia Heinemann, 92, with a special procla-
mation for her military service with the Army 
Air Corps. Attending the ceremony were mem-
bers of her family, police and firefighters and 
two volunteers with Pathways Hospice’s Veter-
ans to Veterans program. Navy vet Bill 
Douglass and Army vet Dale Eckert have com-
pleted a training course to visit veterans in hos-
pice care. Julia is a Pathways Hospice client. 
She served as a supply clerk in San Francisco 
from 1942-1945 and was honorably discharged 
as a corporal. She and her husband, George, had 
three sons, David, George and William. 

Most issues on the ballot for Berea voters on 
Nov. 8 passed handily. Issue 6, the renewal of a 
4.1-mill operating levy for the City of Berea was 
approved by voters for the 10th time since 1975. 
Two of the three proposed charter amendments 
passed as did both school issues. 
 
Voter turnout was high. In Berea, it was 73 per-
cent. Countywide, 67 percent of registered vot-
ers went to the polls. 
 
Here is a breakdown by issue and what the costs 
to taxpayers will be: 
 
Issue 6: City of Berea 4.1-mill general opera-
tions renewal levy. For the levy, 5,532 (65 per-
cent); Against the levy, 2,927 (35 percent). Cost 
to the owner of a $100,000 home is $26.73 a 
year. No increase in taxes. 
 
Issue 7: Proposed Charter Amendment to extend 
City Council terms from 2 years to 4 years. Yes, 
3,639 (46 percent); No, 4,356 (54 percent). Issue 
fails. Terms will remain at 2 years. 
 
Issue 8: Proposed Charter Amendment to allow 

Berea Cares introduces 
Food Resource Guide 

The Berea Cares committee has distributed a 
Food Resource Guide, listing available food 
pantries and other assistance for meals for Berea 
residents. 
 
The booklet is a collaboration between Metro-
Health Medical Center, its Berea Cares repre-
sentative Karen Cook and the residents of Quar-
rytown. The guide is being used by Quarrytown, 
the various food pantries in Berea and area 
churches. For additional copies, see Berea Cares 
chair Duane Jaynes, bco@cityofberea.org. 
 
The committee also is discussing ways to pro-
duce a community support group guide similar 
to that previously provided by the Berea City 
School District. The district no longer produces 
the guide. The guide would list non-profits and 
other organizations in the area, the type of assis-
tance they can offer and how to contact them. 
 
Another concern is Meals on Wheels, which has 
been run out of St. Paul Lutheran Church. Rev. 
Tom Henderson of St. Paul’s said the St. Paul 
program will cease operations as of Dec. 31. 
Finances are a major concern.  Berea Cares will 
look into applying for a grant to fund the pro-
gram.  
 
The next Berea Cares meeting will be 9:30 a.m., 
Saturday, Jan. 21 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
276 E. Bagley Road. The committee is open to 
all civic organizations and individuals who 
would like to volunteer. Berea Cares has four 
major areas of focus – youth, seniors, military 
veterans and low income/disabled. 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 

BMHS marching band wins 2nd place 
The Berea-Midpark High School marching Ti-
tans garnered second place in the Cleve-
land.com contest for Best High School March-
ing Band in Northeast Ohio. First place went to 
the Cuyahoga Falls Tiger Marching Band.  Vid-
eos of the bands’ performances were posted on 
Cleveland.com and fans were invited to vote. 
 

Ford Fitness Program  
at Berea Rec in recess 

The fitness program for Ford Intermediate 
School students sponsored by the City of Berea 
is in recess until March. Students are bused to 
the Berea Recreation Center twice a week for 
kickball, dodgeball, tug-a-war and other activi-
ties. Parents should sign up their children at 
Ford. The program is free and is limited to 60 
students. 
 

Winter sports get under way at BMHS 
Winter sports teams are ready to get under way 
at Berea-Midpark High School. 
 
The Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team will play its 
first game on Nov. 30 at home against North 
Olmsted. The first home game in December will 
be 7:15 p.m., Dec. 7 vs. Westlake. These are 
conference games. 
 
The Boys’ Varsity Basketball Team’s first game 
is 7:15 p.m., Dec. 9 away vs. Lakewood. The 
first home game is 7:15 p.m., Dec. 13 vs. North 
Ridgeville. Both games are conference games. 
 
Wrestlers will attend the non-conference Edison 
Invitational on Dec. 3. The first home meet will 
be 6 p.m., Dec. 15 – a Southwest Conference 
Double Dual Meet with Avon and Lakewood. 
 
For more information on other sports teams, vis-
it www.berea.k12.oh.us. 

City Council to change the way members are 
notified of special meetings. Yes, 5,583 (74 per-
cent); No, 1,961 (26 percent). Issue passes. 
 
Issue 9: Proposed Charter Amendment to call for 
non-partisan elections. Yes, 4,342 (59 percent); 
No, 3,066 (41 percent). Issue passes. 
 
Issue 10: Liquor Option, Sunday Sales for Perk 
Cup Café. Yes, 80 percent; No, 20 percent. Issue 
passes. 
 
Issue 11: Liquor Option, Sunday Sales for 
Mike’s Bar & Grille. Yes, 83 percent; No, 17 
percent. Issue passes. 
 
Issue 107: Berea City School District 4.2-mill 
bond issue. For, 13,447 (55 percent); Against, 
10,864 (45 percent). Issue passes. Cost to owner 
of a $100,000 home will be $147 a year. 
 
Issue 119: Polaris Career Center 0.69-mill per-
manent improvement levy. For, 43,836 (51 per-
cent); Against, 41,331 (49 percent). Issue passes. 
Cost to the owner of a $100,000 home will be 
$24 a year. 

Election results for ballot issues 

Veterans tour Browns  
Training Facility 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veterans from the Northwestern Healthcare Cen-
ter enjoyed a private tour of the Cleveland Browns 
Training Facility recently. Stopping on the indoor 
field are John Nolder (Air Force), Richard Rivotta 
(Navy), Lawrence Toney (Army) and Pathways 
Hospice Chaplain Willie Springer (Army). The 
tour was part of the We Honor Veterans program 
at Pathways. 
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BW HAPPENINGS 

Road repairs signal  
traffic changes 

 
Wyleswood Drive 

Because of road construction, traffic is permit-
ted westbound only on Wyleswood from Beeler 
to Crossbrook. Traffic headed north on Cross-
brook can detour to eastbound on West Street, 
turn south on Beeler and then west on Wyles-
wood. The detour will be in effect for approxi-
mately two months. 

 
Beeler Drive 

Traffic on Beeler Drive is limited to one-way 
northbound from West Street to Lindberg 
Boulevard while road repairs are under way for 
the next four to six weeks. Detours are posted. 
Traffic can proceed west on Lindberg to West, 
turn east on West and then north on Beeler. 
Contact the Berea Engineering Department at 
(440) 826-5814 with any questions about road 
construction or traffic detours. 
 

Valley Parkway 
The Cleveland Metroparks is closing portions 
of Valley Parkway through the Rocky River 
Reservation from Detroit Road to Barrett Road 
and through the Mill Stream Run Reservation 
from Bagley Road to South Quarry Lane for 
road construction. The road will be closed only 
during weekdays and be open at the close of 
work each day and on weekends. The closures 
will continue through the end of October. 
 

Race Street 
To accommodate arrival and dismissal times at 
Grindstone Elementary School, Race Street is 
open for one-way traffic eastbound between 
Lynn/Fairwood Circle and Fair Street during 
the hours of 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
on school days. The intersection of Lynn/
Fairwood Circle and Race remains open for 
north and south traffic.  

Traffic on Wyleswood Drive is one-way westbound 
only while crews work on a total pavement recon-
struction project. Sidewalks and driveway aprons will 
be replaced as needed. 

County Executive Candidate 
Forum is Oct. 15 

Baldwin Wallace University is hosting a forum 
with Cuyahoga County executive candidates 
Armond Budish and Jack Schron at 7 p.m. Oct. 
15 in Gamble Auditorium of the Kulas Musical 
Arts Building on Front Street. The forum will be 
facilitated by the Greater Cleveland League of 
Women Voters and is free. 
 
For more information about all BW programs, 
go to www.bw.edu. 
 

Other October events include: 
 
Romeo and Juliet: Oct. 8-11 and Oct. 15-18, 
7:30 p.m.; Oct. 12, 2 p.m. William Allman The-
atre. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  
 

Banker turns welder to create art 

The project took about 100 hours over 60 days, 
she said. “I had to make the metal look soft.” 
 
Haren said the sculpture will be displayed along 
an aisle at the ReStore that features the items 
donated by Rudy’s Hardware. “It will be a lega-
cy piece,” he said. The ReStore is at 2110 W. 
110th St. in Cleveland. 
 
Forrest learned welding from neighbor Jim 
Hlavin, who owns Martin Sheet Metal in Cleve-
land.  “She was a great pupil and a fast learner,” 
he said. She even brought other people into the 
sessions. At one point, there were six or seven 
other welder wannabes in his classes. 
 
“It’s just a hobby,” Forrest says, but she is plan-
ning an exhibit at a gallery in Bath, Ohio. 
 
Her husband Larry Szczepanski bought her the 
welding equipment as a gift about 2 ½ years 
ago. He wanted to encourage her creativity, he 
said. 
 
“Where many people see scrap metal, she sees a 
butterfly,” he said. 

When Habitat for Humanity asked Berea artist 
Bonnie Forrest to create a sculpture for its Re-
Store in Cleveland, she launched into her largest 
project yet. 
 
A banker with US Bank in Strongsville, Forrest 
learned welding a few years ago to create sculp-
tures for friends and neighbors. Most of the 
work was small – wind chimes, art pieces as 
knickknacks. She also dabbled in pottery and 
stained glass mosaics. 
 
“I do it for fun,” Forrest said. 
 
One of those neighbors is Matt Haren, director 
of the ReStore, which sells new and used build-
ing materials. The proceeds help fund Habitat 
for Humanity projects. Haren asked Forrest to 
create a piece that encompassed the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity, incorporated recycled 
building materials and also reflected the gener-
ous donation of Rudy’s Hardware, which gave 
its entire inventory to Habit for Humanity when 
the store went out of business in Slavic Village. 
“Wow,” Forrest said. “I wondered how I was 
going to do all that.” 
 
She did and the result was unveiled at a neigh-
borhood reception on Pineview Drive. The party 
was organized by neighbor and friend, Chris 
Miles. “We want to show everyone what all the 
flashes of light have been about,” Miles said. 
 
The piece uses old wrenches and other tools and 
highlights the street address from Rudy’s Hard-
ware. The base of the sculpture contains the 
Habitat motto, “Building Hope with Homes.” 
The windows were donated by Joyce Windows. 
 
For the other parts, “I dumpster dived,” Forrest 
said. 
 

“Challenges & Opportunities in the New 
World of Health Care”: Kamm Lecture Series, 
5:15 p.m. Oct. 15, Akram Boutros, president and 
CEO of the MetroHealth System. BW Center for 
Innovation & Growth. 
 
Jason Lanier: Enduring Questions, the Mark 
Collier Lecture Series, 8 p.m. Oct. 22. Jason La-
nier is a technology pioneer, composer, visual 
artist, author and performer. Gamble Auditori-
um, Kulas Musical Arts Building. 
 
BachHaus: Bluegrass, Broadway, The Beatles 
and Bach, 8 p.m. Oct. 24. A new addition to the 
Bach Festival. Faculty and students will perform 
in a coffee house atmosphere. There is a charge 
for this event. Proceeds will benefit the BW 
Conservatory of Music. Fynette Kulas Music 
Hall. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  
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BW HAPPENINGS 

Road repairs signal  
traffic changes 
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ted westbound only on Wyleswood from Beeler 
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of Valley Parkway through the Rocky River 
Reservation from Detroit Road to Barrett Road 
and through the Mill Stream Run Reservation 
from Bagley Road to South Quarry Lane for 
road construction. The road will be closed only 
during weekdays and be open at the close of 
work each day and on weekends. The closures 
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Race Street 
To accommodate arrival and dismissal times at 
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open for one-way traffic eastbound between 
Lynn/Fairwood Circle and Fair Street during 
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only while crews work on a total pavement recon-
struction project. Sidewalks and driveway aprons will 
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Women Voters and is free. 
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7:30 p.m.; Oct. 12, 2 p.m. William Allman The-
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she said. “I had to make the metal look soft.” 
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an aisle at the ReStore that features the items 
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he said. She even brought other people into the 
sessions. At one point, there were six or seven 
other welder wannabes in his classes. 
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ago. He wanted to encourage her creativity, he 
said. 
 
“Where many people see scrap metal, she sees a 
butterfly,” he said. 

When Habitat for Humanity asked Berea artist 
Bonnie Forrest to create a sculpture for its Re-
Store in Cleveland, she launched into her largest 
project yet. 
 
A banker with US Bank in Strongsville, Forrest 
learned welding a few years ago to create sculp-
tures for friends and neighbors. Most of the 
work was small – wind chimes, art pieces as 
knickknacks. She also dabbled in pottery and 
stained glass mosaics. 
 
“I do it for fun,” Forrest said. 
 
One of those neighbors is Matt Haren, director 
of the ReStore, which sells new and used build-
ing materials. The proceeds help fund Habitat 
for Humanity projects. Haren asked Forrest to 
create a piece that encompassed the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity, incorporated recycled 
building materials and also reflected the gener-
ous donation of Rudy’s Hardware, which gave 
its entire inventory to Habit for Humanity when 
the store went out of business in Slavic Village. 
“Wow,” Forrest said. “I wondered how I was 
going to do all that.” 
 
She did and the result was unveiled at a neigh-
borhood reception on Pineview Drive. The party 
was organized by neighbor and friend, Chris 
Miles. “We want to show everyone what all the 
flashes of light have been about,” Miles said. 
 
The piece uses old wrenches and other tools and 
highlights the street address from Rudy’s Hard-
ware. The base of the sculpture contains the 
Habitat motto, “Building Hope with Homes.” 
The windows were donated by Joyce Windows. 
 
For the other parts, “I dumpster dived,” Forrest 
said. 
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Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and 
resources for military veterans.  

Hospice trains veterans  
to help veterans 

Pathways Hospice of Berea is training military 
veteran volunteers to visit veterans in hospice 
care. The Veteran-to-Veteran program is de-
signed to pair volunteers with veterans who may 
have medical or aging issues at home or in a fa-
cility. Veteran volunteers may be asked to read, 
write letters, pick up groceries, run errands or 
just visit and talk with clients. There is a training 
program.  
 

To apply, contact Pathways Hospice at (844) 
835-2220 or visit www.pathwayshospice.co.  

 
First all-female Honor Flight visits 

Washington, D.C. 
The first all-women veterans Honor Flight flew 
out of Columbus in September. The 81 vets had 
served in World War II, Korea and Vietnam. 
They began their visit at the Women in Military 
Service to America Memorial at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and also stopped at the Iwo Ji-
ma Memorial, Air Force Memorial, World War 
II Memorial, Korean War Memorial and the Vi-
etnam Wall. For more information on Honor 
Flight, visit www.honorflightcleveland.com. 
 

Millions raised for Fisher House 
The goal to raise $3 million to build a Fisher 
House in Cleveland has been met. Over the past 
four years, the campaign sought support from 
veterans groups and the community. Fisher 
House provides a home away from home for 
families while veterans receive medical care. 
The Greater Cleveland version will actually be 
two homes with 12-14 suites that will accommo-
date up to 50 family members. The homes will 
be built next to the Louis Stokes VA Medical 
Center. For more information, visit 
www.greaterclevelandfisherhouse.org or call 
(440) 377-0067.  
 

How to send Christmas cards  
for military 

For a detailed list of non-profits that support vet-
erans and active duty military, especially during 
the winter holidays, visit www.wearehere.com. 
The Web site lists dozens of organizations that 
offer advice on sending packages, letters and 
greeting cards to veterans and active duty mili-
tary at home and on deployment. The list in-
cludes such organizations as Adopt-a-Platoon 
and Moms for the Military. 

Staffing the BW Veterans Resource Center are, 
from the left, Nancy Jirousek, Randy Stevenson and 

Marina Ross. 

free and receive a book stipend. BW is a Yellow 
Ribbon School, Jirousek said. That means the 
higher costs of attending a private college such 
as BW can be mitigated. The VA calculates 
BW’s tuition and the tuition costs at the most 
expensive state school (in Ohio, that would be 
Miami University) and splits the difference. 
 
Each department at BW also has an employee 
dedicated to dealing with veterans and their spe-
cial needs, Jirousek said. 
 
Helping out in the Veterans Resource Center is 
Navy veteran Marina Ross of Berea. Marina and 
Army vet Kate Potter are attending BW on the 
VA work-study program. They attend classes 
and work in the Resource Center. 
 
Ross will graduate in May with dual degrees - a 
B.A. and an MBA in accounting. She also is a 
mom with three children, 6, 8 and 9, at Grind-
stone Elementary School and a husband, Morris 
Ross III, also a Navy vet studying at Tri-C.  
 
“I was looking for a school that would offer a 
good education, that was the first priority,” Ross 
said. “But the VA program was also a factor.” 
Ross served from 2000-2006 mainly at Annapo-
lis, Md., and Great Lakes Training Center in 
Chicago. Her husband separated in 2014 after 14 
years on active duty. 
 
BW has made the transition to civilian life easi-
er, Ross said. “We had to move away from the 
security of the base and not having that ID 
card,” she said. “Here is a good surrogate.” 

BW helps vets transition to college campus 
Separating from the military and reentering ci-
vilian life can be a challenge. Adjusting to a new 
life on a college campus can be doubly so. 
Baldwin Wallace University’s newly opened 
Veterans Resource Center aims to help student 
veterans not only with BW programs but with 
others offered by the Veterans Administration 
and other agencies as well.  
 
Student veterans are typically older than the usu-
al college student, who is fresh out of high 
school. The average age of student vets at BW is 
34-35, said Nancy Jirousek, director of adult, 
transfer and military services for BW. The oldest 
vet is in the early 50s. That can make transition 
to campus life a bit different. 
 
“We’ve been working to create a military-
friendly campus since 2008,” said Jirousek. This 
year, Home Depot awarded the university a 
$10,000 grant to create the Veterans Resource 
Center in the Student Activity Center (SAC) on 
Beech Street. It opened on Veterans Day with 
the help of the Student Veterans of America 
chapter on campus. 
 
The grant allowed for the refurbishing of office 
space on the lower level of the SAC, 96 Beech 
St. It has a lounge area, computer work stations 
and an office for Randy Stevenson, Army veter-
an and Veteran Services Coordinator for BW. 
Stevenson served for 10 years between active 
duty Army and the National Guard and he previ-
ously worked for the Cuyahoga County Veterans 
Service Commission. 
 
There are 85-90 student vets on campus plus 27 
spouses or other relatives who have received GI 
Bill privileges, Jirousek said. The Resource Cen-
ter also will serve Air Force ROTC students 
from Kent State and Army ROTC students from 
John Carroll University.  
 
Stevenson, who lives in Berea, said he can put 
vets in touch with VA benefits and programs 
and can offer counseling, if needed. Right now, 
BW is working with the Parma Vet Center to 
collaborate on programs. 
 
Under the new GI Bill, vets can attend tuition 

 
kicked in $20 a month to a special Feed-a-
Family fund. The money raised was used to pur-
chase Thanksgiving meals for families in need. 

The police station’s No Shave Campaign paid 
off in November when officers delivered turkeys 
to eight Berea families for Thanksgiving. Offic-
ers were permitted to forego shaving if they 

Police deliver Thanksgiving turkeys 
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BW HAPPENINGS 

Road repairs signal  
traffic changes 
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to Crossbrook. Traffic headed north on Cross-
brook can detour to eastbound on West Street, 
turn south on Beeler and then west on Wyles-
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Boulevard while road repairs are under way for 
the next four to six weeks. Detours are posted. 
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turn east on West and then north on Beeler. 
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from Bagley Road to South Quarry Lane for 
road construction. The road will be closed only 
during weekdays and be open at the close of 
work each day and on weekends. The closures 
will continue through the end of October. 
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To accommodate arrival and dismissal times at 
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Lynn/Fairwood Circle and Fair Street during 
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she said. “I had to make the metal look soft.” 
 
Haren said the sculpture will be displayed along 
an aisle at the ReStore that features the items 
donated by Rudy’s Hardware. “It will be a lega-
cy piece,” he said. The ReStore is at 2110 W. 
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land.  “She was a great pupil and a fast learner,” 
he said. She even brought other people into the 
sessions. At one point, there were six or seven 
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said. 
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Bonnie Forrest to create a sculpture for its Re-
Store in Cleveland, she launched into her largest 
project yet. 
 
A banker with US Bank in Strongsville, Forrest 
learned welding a few years ago to create sculp-
tures for friends and neighbors. Most of the 
work was small – wind chimes, art pieces as 
knickknacks. She also dabbled in pottery and 
stained glass mosaics. 
 
“I do it for fun,” Forrest said. 
 
One of those neighbors is Matt Haren, director 
of the ReStore, which sells new and used build-
ing materials. The proceeds help fund Habitat 
for Humanity projects. Haren asked Forrest to 
create a piece that encompassed the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity, incorporated recycled 
building materials and also reflected the gener-
ous donation of Rudy’s Hardware, which gave 
its entire inventory to Habit for Humanity when 
the store went out of business in Slavic Village. 
“Wow,” Forrest said. “I wondered how I was 
going to do all that.” 
 
She did and the result was unveiled at a neigh-
borhood reception on Pineview Drive. The party 
was organized by neighbor and friend, Chris 
Miles. “We want to show everyone what all the 
flashes of light have been about,” Miles said. 
 
The piece uses old wrenches and other tools and 
highlights the street address from Rudy’s Hard-
ware. The base of the sculpture contains the 
Habitat motto, “Building Hope with Homes.” 
The windows were donated by Joyce Windows. 
 
For the other parts, “I dumpster dived,” Forrest 
said. 
 

“Challenges & Opportunities in the New 
World of Health Care”: Kamm Lecture Series, 
5:15 p.m. Oct. 15, Akram Boutros, president and 
CEO of the MetroHealth System. BW Center for 
Innovation & Growth. 
 
Jason Lanier: Enduring Questions, the Mark 
Collier Lecture Series, 8 p.m. Oct. 22. Jason La-
nier is a technology pioneer, composer, visual 
artist, author and performer. Gamble Auditori-
um, Kulas Musical Arts Building. 
 
BachHaus: Bluegrass, Broadway, The Beatles 
and Bach, 8 p.m. Oct. 24. A new addition to the 
Bach Festival. Faculty and students will perform 
in a coffee house atmosphere. There is a charge 
for this event. Proceeds will benefit the BW 
Conservatory of Music. Fynette Kulas Music 
Hall. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  
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Megan Baechle, Executive Director of the Chamber 
of Commerce, left;  Dave Pusti, Board President, pre-

sent Cynthia Cekanski with the Bright Star Award 

Community Music School: Women’s Chorus: 
A variety of chorale literature written especially 
for female voice, including classic and contem-
porary choral masterworks as well as Broadway 
ad pop. Jordan Saul, conductor. 8 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 10. Free. 
 
String Ensemble & String Orchestra: 1 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 11. Free. 
 
Junior & Senior Youth Orchestra: 3 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 11. Free. 
 

Suzuki Center Solo Recital: 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 18. Free. 
 
Other programs offered by BW in December 
are: 
 
Music Theatre Senior Recitals: Music theatre 
seniors perform a self-created, self-directed 45-
minute cabaret program of acting, singing and 
dance. John Patrick Theatre, Kleist Center 
for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Road., 6:30, 
7:30 8:30 & 9:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 1; 6, 7, 
8 & 9 p.m., Friday, Dec. 2; and 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 
& 9 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 3.  Free. 
 
Symphony Orchestra: “Sumptuous melodies, 
timeless emotions!”  Performing Clint Need-
ham’s “Everyday Life” and Tchaikovsky’s 
“Symphony No. 5.” Octavio Mas-Arocas, con-
ductor. Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical 
Arts Building, 96 Front St., 7 p.m., Friday, 
Dec. 2. Free. 
 
Finals week is Dec. 5-9. Fall Commencement is 
2 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 10, in Ursprung Gymna-
sium, Lou Higgins Recreation Center, 136 E. 
Bagley Road. Tickets are required. Visit 
www.bw.edu/commencement/ for details. 
 
Baldwin Wallace University offices will be 
closed Dec. 21-Jan. 2. 

BW presents holiday  
music concerts 

The Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of Music 
and the Community Music School will present 
its annual program of holiday concerts in De-
cember. Most are free but for some there is a 
charge. Visit www.bw.edu/tickets for pricing. 
All concerts are in Gamble Auditorium, Kulas 
Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St. 
 
Building on 40 years of intergenerational learn-
ing, the Community Learning School tries to 
enrich lives by providing experiences that pro-
mote lifelong engagement with music. CMS of-
fers music and arts education for students of all 
ages from infant to retiree. Call (440) 826-2365 
or visit www.bw.edu/community-music-school/ 
for program information. 
 

Community Music School: Men’s Chorus 
Holiday Concert: Holiday favorites with stu-
dent ensemble, Mr. Sun’s Echo. The evening 
includes candlelight processional, soloists, or-
gan, brass ensemble and audience sing-along. 
Frank Bianchi, conductor. 3 and 6 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 3. For tickets, visit www.bw.edu/
tickets. 
 
Conservatory Holiday Concert: Music of the 
season sponsored by Friends of the Conservato-
ry. 3 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 4. For tickets, visit 
www.bw.edu/tickets. 
 
New Horizons Band: 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 
7. Free. 
 
New Horizons Orchestra: 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 8. Free. 
 
Youth Honors Wind Ensemble: The Jazz 
Band, Concert Winds and Symphony Winds will 
perform. 6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10. Free. 
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Church Street  
Ministries Fundraiser 

 

7:30-9:30 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 2 

Razzles 
 

27128 Bagley Road, Olmsted Township 
All-You-Can-Eat Pizza & Wings 
50/50 – Raffles - $100 Door Prize 

 
Tickets, $20 

Thank you for supporting 
Berea’s  2016 special events! 

Kids can be Junior Police  
Officers for a Day 

Students in the third- and fourth-grades can be 
police officers for a day on Wednesday, Dec. 
21. 
 
The Division of Police’s Community Engage-
ment Unit is sponsoring the Junior Police Of-
ficer Day, which will be in two sessions. Chil-
dren can sign up for 9:30 a.m. to noon or 1-2:30 
p.m. Kids will be sworn in, learn about their 
jobs and then help solve a whodunit. Afterward, 
they will share a pizza lunch with officers. 
 
Only 10 spots per session are available. Chil-
dren must live and go to school in Berea. Par-
ents can register children from 9 a.m. to noon on 
Dec. 7-8 by calling Kathy at (440) 891-3316. 
The program is free. 

BW to go smoke-free 
The campus of Baldwin Wallace University will 
ban all tobacco products as of Jan. 1, 2017. 
 
The university’s new tobacco and smoke-free 
policy was established in the interest of the 
“health, safety and comfort” of the campus com-
munity, according to a BW news release. 
 
The policy change was student-led. Student 
government conducted a survey last year that 
indicated a positive response. “Student leaders 
worked together to make this happen,” said 
Ashley King, former Student Body president. 
 
The new policy covers any tobacco product, 
lighted or unlighted, including but not limited to 
cigarettes, pipes, cigars, e-cigarettes, smokeless 
and chewing tobacco. That includes sale, pos-
session and use of tobacco. The policy applies 
to anyone who is on campus or who is in a BW-
owned or leased vehicle or building. Use of to-
bacco in personal vehicles on campus is prohib-
ited. The policy applies to students, faculty, 
staff, contractors, vendors and visitors.  

SCAN Hunger Center 
Holiday Hours 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 9 

4-7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 16 

Chamber president  
receives Bright Star Award 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Cekanski, president of the Berea Cham-
ber of Commerce, received the 2016 Bright Star 
Award from the Northern Ohio Area Chambers 
of Commerce. The award is given each year to 
one person from each member chamber who has 
gone above and beyond in their volunteer ef-
forts. The award ceremony was Oct. 27 at the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton. Cekanski 
is an administrator with Aristocrat Berea. 

 



Page 9Monthly Berean                          Page 3 

BW HAPPENINGS 

Road repairs signal  
traffic changes 

 
Wyleswood Drive 

Because of road construction, traffic is permit-
ted westbound only on Wyleswood from Beeler 
to Crossbrook. Traffic headed north on Cross-
brook can detour to eastbound on West Street, 
turn south on Beeler and then west on Wyles-
wood. The detour will be in effect for approxi-
mately two months. 

 
Beeler Drive 

Traffic on Beeler Drive is limited to one-way 
northbound from West Street to Lindberg 
Boulevard while road repairs are under way for 
the next four to six weeks. Detours are posted. 
Traffic can proceed west on Lindberg to West, 
turn east on West and then north on Beeler. 
Contact the Berea Engineering Department at 
(440) 826-5814 with any questions about road 
construction or traffic detours. 
 

Valley Parkway 
The Cleveland Metroparks is closing portions 
of Valley Parkway through the Rocky River 
Reservation from Detroit Road to Barrett Road 
and through the Mill Stream Run Reservation 
from Bagley Road to South Quarry Lane for 
road construction. The road will be closed only 
during weekdays and be open at the close of 
work each day and on weekends. The closures 
will continue through the end of October. 
 

Race Street 
To accommodate arrival and dismissal times at 
Grindstone Elementary School, Race Street is 
open for one-way traffic eastbound between 
Lynn/Fairwood Circle and Fair Street during 
the hours of 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
on school days. The intersection of Lynn/
Fairwood Circle and Race remains open for 
north and south traffic.  

Traffic on Wyleswood Drive is one-way westbound 
only while crews work on a total pavement recon-
struction project. Sidewalks and driveway aprons will 
be replaced as needed. 

County Executive Candidate 
Forum is Oct. 15 

Baldwin Wallace University is hosting a forum 
with Cuyahoga County executive candidates 
Armond Budish and Jack Schron at 7 p.m. Oct. 
15 in Gamble Auditorium of the Kulas Musical 
Arts Building on Front Street. The forum will be 
facilitated by the Greater Cleveland League of 
Women Voters and is free. 
 
For more information about all BW programs, 
go to www.bw.edu. 
 

Other October events include: 
 
Romeo and Juliet: Oct. 8-11 and Oct. 15-18, 
7:30 p.m.; Oct. 12, 2 p.m. William Allman The-
atre. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  
 

Banker turns welder to create art 

The project took about 100 hours over 60 days, 
she said. “I had to make the metal look soft.” 
 
Haren said the sculpture will be displayed along 
an aisle at the ReStore that features the items 
donated by Rudy’s Hardware. “It will be a lega-
cy piece,” he said. The ReStore is at 2110 W. 
110th St. in Cleveland. 
 
Forrest learned welding from neighbor Jim 
Hlavin, who owns Martin Sheet Metal in Cleve-
land.  “She was a great pupil and a fast learner,” 
he said. She even brought other people into the 
sessions. At one point, there were six or seven 
other welder wannabes in his classes. 
 
“It’s just a hobby,” Forrest says, but she is plan-
ning an exhibit at a gallery in Bath, Ohio. 
 
Her husband Larry Szczepanski bought her the 
welding equipment as a gift about 2 ½ years 
ago. He wanted to encourage her creativity, he 
said. 
 
“Where many people see scrap metal, she sees a 
butterfly,” he said. 

When Habitat for Humanity asked Berea artist 
Bonnie Forrest to create a sculpture for its Re-
Store in Cleveland, she launched into her largest 
project yet. 
 
A banker with US Bank in Strongsville, Forrest 
learned welding a few years ago to create sculp-
tures for friends and neighbors. Most of the 
work was small – wind chimes, art pieces as 
knickknacks. She also dabbled in pottery and 
stained glass mosaics. 
 
“I do it for fun,” Forrest said. 
 
One of those neighbors is Matt Haren, director 
of the ReStore, which sells new and used build-
ing materials. The proceeds help fund Habitat 
for Humanity projects. Haren asked Forrest to 
create a piece that encompassed the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity, incorporated recycled 
building materials and also reflected the gener-
ous donation of Rudy’s Hardware, which gave 
its entire inventory to Habit for Humanity when 
the store went out of business in Slavic Village. 
“Wow,” Forrest said. “I wondered how I was 
going to do all that.” 
 
She did and the result was unveiled at a neigh-
borhood reception on Pineview Drive. The party 
was organized by neighbor and friend, Chris 
Miles. “We want to show everyone what all the 
flashes of light have been about,” Miles said. 
 
The piece uses old wrenches and other tools and 
highlights the street address from Rudy’s Hard-
ware. The base of the sculpture contains the 
Habitat motto, “Building Hope with Homes.” 
The windows were donated by Joyce Windows. 
 
For the other parts, “I dumpster dived,” Forrest 
said. 
 

“Challenges & Opportunities in the New 
World of Health Care”: Kamm Lecture Series, 
5:15 p.m. Oct. 15, Akram Boutros, president and 
CEO of the MetroHealth System. BW Center for 
Innovation & Growth. 
 
Jason Lanier: Enduring Questions, the Mark 
Collier Lecture Series, 8 p.m. Oct. 22. Jason La-
nier is a technology pioneer, composer, visual 
artist, author and performer. Gamble Auditori-
um, Kulas Musical Arts Building. 
 
BachHaus: Bluegrass, Broadway, The Beatles 
and Bach, 8 p.m. Oct. 24. A new addition to the 
Bach Festival. Faculty and students will perform 
in a coffee house atmosphere. There is a charge 
for this event. Proceeds will benefit the BW 
Conservatory of Music. Fynette Kulas Music 
Hall. For tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets.  

 At the Library 
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meets on the third Tuesday of each month. Each 
session features a different activity  - crafts, 
games, service, etc. Light refreshments provid-
ed.  A parent/guardian must sign a release form 
before the program. Registration is requested. 
This program is for students in grades 6-12. 7 
p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 20. 
 
Minecraft Creation Challenge: Students in 
Grades 6-9 can take part in a creation challenge 
using the pocket edition of Minecraft on the li-
brary’s iPads. Registration is required. 6:30 
p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 28. 
 

For Kids 
K-2 Build and Do: Students in kindergarten 
through Grade 2 learn through the fun of doing. 
Each session will introduce a new challenge and 
kids will build and create solutions using Lego 
blocks and a variety of materials. Registration 
required. 10 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 3. 
 
Tween Time Tuesday: For students in Grades 4
-6. A different activity each month. Light re-
freshments are provided. Parent/guardian must 
sign a release. Registration is required. 7 p.m., 
Tuesday, Dec. 6. 
 
Frozen Science: Children in Grades 1-5 will 
channel Elsa’s powers as they learn how to form 
ice and create their very own troll slime. A 
parent/legal guardian must sign the Release and 
Hold Harmless form. Parents are encouraged to 
stay with younger students. Registration is re-
quired. 2 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 17.  
 
Noon Year’s Eve Celebration: Families are 
invited to celebrate the New Year early with 
their kids. Ring in 2017 with music, a ball drop 
and a countdown at noon. Registration is re-
quired for all adults and children attending. 
11:30 a.m., Friday, Dec. 30. 
 
Weekly Children’s Storytimes begin in Janu-
ary.  Call (440) 234-5475 or visit 
www.cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and 
ages. Programs are available for children birth 
through age 5 as well as children of school age. 
Registration is not required. 
 

JANUARY PREVIEW 
Brain Fitness: A three-week series with 
Kathryn Kilpatrick, M.A., CCC/SLP, to chal-
lenge your brain. 2 p.m., Thursdays, Jan. 5, 
Jan. 12 & Jan. 19. 
 
A Skippyjon Jones Celebration: For Skippy-
jon Jones fans ages 3-11 with a caregiver. Sto-
ries, games and activities. Registration is re-
quired. 2 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 14. 
 
Eat Your Words: The launch of a new bi-
monthly culinary book club. We will explore 
cookbooks and share recipes. Books will be 
available at the library one month prior to each 
meeting. 2 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 17. 
 

Opera comes to the  
Berea Branch Library 

Opera is a common theme through some unlike-
ly pop culture icons – Sesame Street, The Mup-
pet Show, Looney Tunes, British Airways, 
Apocalpyse Now, the Marx Brothers and Citizen 
Kane, to name a few. This program draws atten-
tion to the ways in which music and the plots of 
operas have become part of our everyday lives. 
Great Lakes Light Opera will explore the best 
and worst references in pop culture. There will 
be video clips, recordings and even a live opera 
singer. “Kill the Wabbit: Opera in Pop Cul-
ture” will be 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 14. 
 
The library will be closed on Saturday, Dec. 24 
through Sunday, Dec. 25 and Saturday, Dec. 
31 through Sunday, Jan. 1 for the Christmas 
and New Year’s holidays. 
 
Reservations are requested for all programs ex-
cept weekly children’s story times. Visit cuya-
hogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other 
programs at the Berea Branch during December  
are: 
 

For Mixed Ages 
Music for the Holidays: Recorder-Concert 
West will perform holiday music, Bach and car-
ols from around the world. 1:30 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 4. 
 
Punch and Judy Show: The annual holiday 
puppet show features master puppeteer Nancy 
Sander and “Santa’s Little Helper.” The event is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Berea Branch 
Library. Registration is required for all children 
and adults attending the show. 7 p.m., Dec. 12.  
 

For Adults 
Social Media Basics: A fun and informative 
session to learn about Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 7. 
 
Thursday Evening Book Discussion: Books 
are available at the branch one month prior to 
the discussion date. 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 8. 
 
Monday Afternoon Book Discussion: This 
month’s discussion will be “The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane” by Kate DiCamillo. 
Copies of the book will be available at the check
-out desk one month before the discussion. 2 
p.m., Monday, Dec.12 . 
 
Drop In and Download: Learn how to borrow 
free eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, movies 
and music from our digital collection anytime, 
anywhere. Bring your devices and passwords 
and the staff will get you started. The digital col-
lection is available 24/7, 365 days a year and 
there are never any late fees. 1:30-4:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, Dec. 21; 5:45-8:45 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 22. 
 

For Teens 
Tag Tuesday: Teen Activity Group Tuesday 

Stocking the new Berea Little Free Pantry are Kris-
tyn Haschka, Randy Berlan, Matt Brockman and 

Donna and Nick Haschka. Emma Hashka, far 
right, helped too. 

Berea Little Free Pantry 
opens behind City Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The shelf-like structure behind Berea City Hall 
and the Berea Branch Library is stocked with 
canned goods and paper products. A sign on the 
door invites those in need to take and those who 
can to give. 
 
The Berea Little Free Pantry is a new concept 
promoted on Facebook and started by a mother 
in Fayetteville, Ark., in May of this year. Little 
Free Pantries are now popping up throughout the 
Midwest.  
 
Kristyn Haschka, daughter-in-law of Ward 2 
Councilman Nick Haschka, saw the Facebook 
posts and asked Nick if such a pantry would 
work in Berea. Nick consulted with Mayor Cyril 
Kleem, who gave his blessing. 
 
Kristyn’s friends Randy Berlan and Matt Brock-
man offered to build it. Randy bought the sup-
plies. Donations of non-perishable food items 
came from Kristyn and other mothers in Berea. 
 
“The response was overwhelming,” Kristyn said. 
“I had at least 10 women in neighboring com-
munities immediately volunteer to help us get 
started.” 
 
Some of those women hope to start similar Little 
Free Pantries in their communities. Another 
mother has construction under way in Euclid, 
Kristyn said. 
 
The goal of the Little Free Pantry movement is 
to provide free food and other supplies 24/7. Pa-
trons take what they need. Donors can drop off 
items at any time to restock the shelves. The 
pantry is not meant to feed a family for an ex-
tended period of time but can provide short-term 
relief. 
 
For more on the Little Free Pantry, visit 
www.littlefreepantry.org. 



Community Events 
Dec. 2: Night at the Races for the Bases. 6-11:30 
p.m., Browns Training Facility, 76 Lou Groza 
Blvd. Fundraiser for Tyler Field. Tickets, $30. 
 
Dec. 2: Church Street Ministries Fundraiser. 
7:30-9:30 p.m., Razzles/Rockers Café, 27128 
Bagley Road, Olmsted Township. All-U-Can-
Eat Pizza & Wings. 50/50 & raffles.  $100 door 
prize. Tickets, $20. 
 
Dec. 2-4: Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Acade-
my for Dramatic Arts, Christ United Church, 
23114 West Road, Olmsted Falls. 7 p.m. Dec. 2; 
2 and 7 p.m. Dec. 3; 2 p.m. Dec. 4. Tickets $10 
adults (13 +), $5 children (4-12). 
 
Dec. 3: Jack Frost Festival of Lights. 5:30-9:30 
p.m. Downtown Berea. Free. 
 
Dec. 4: Kiwanis Pancake & Sausage Breakfast. 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Berea-Midpark High School. 
Tickets $7. 
 
Dec. 6: Holiday Orchestra Concert. 7 p.m., Be-
rea-Midpark High School. 
 
Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Day. 
 
Dec. 8: Holiday Band Concert. 7 p.m., Berea-
Midpark High School. 
 
Dec. 11: Victorian Christmas Tea. 2-4 p.m., Be-
rea Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St., (440) 
243-2541. Free. 
 
Dec. 11: Santa’s Workshop. 3-5 p.m., Berea 
Recreation Center, 451 Front St. Children invit-
ed to make gifts for parents/caregivers. Cookies 
& refreshments provided. 
 
Dec. 15: Holiday Choir Concert.  7 p.m., Berea-
Midpark High School. 
 
Dec. 16: Berea Historical Society.  Last day mu-
seum will be open until 2017. 
 
Dec. 21-Jan. 3: Winter Break. Berea City 
School District. 
 
Dec. 23: Bulk Pickup Day. 
 
Dec. 24: Chanukah begins at sundown. 
 
Dec. 25: Christmas. 
 
Dec. 31: Curbside Trash Collection delay be-
cause of Christmas holiday. 
 
Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve. 
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Amany Makari and Bobbi Cavanaugh welcome  
shoppers to Finders Keepers Corner. 

Finders keepers is an old saw but it might just 
prove true at a new resale and consignment shop 
– Finders Keepers Corner. 
 
Located in the Williamsport Plaza, Finders 
Keepers accepts high quality clothing and col-
lectibles for resale and currently has nine ven-
dors offering a wide variety of wares. 
 
Business partners Amany Makari, Bobbi 
Cavanaugh and Sonja Ade opened the store in 
October. “We have a little bit of everything,” 
Makari said. 
 
The merchandise includes hand-made, original 
greeting cards; cookbooks; pictures; jewelry; 
kitchen items,  even vintage furniture dating 
from the 1920s, as well as an extensive collec-
tion of men’s and women’s clothing. 
 
“We don’t accept just anything,” Cavanaugh 
said. “We look everything over very carefully to 
see if it fits with what we want to offer.” 
 

rience had a lasting impact, she said. “I grew up 
very fast,” Patton said. 
 
Art Dumke, who went on to run the Cities Ser-
vice gas station in Berea after graduation, said 
he was drafted in 1947. “I took the physical but I 
was only 5 feet tall,” he said. He didn’t have to 
serve. Dumke did remember the war years as 
very lean times for families. “Meat was scarce,” 
he said. “We raised chickens so we could eat.”  
Families used ration books for food and gaso-
line. 
 
For Mildred Zegarac Posen, growing up in Be-
rea in the 1940s was “a wonderful time. You 
could walk down the street and they would say 
‘good morning’ to you.” 
 
“Everybody knew everybody else in Berea. It 
was an exciting time.” 

Dan Prochazka knows how to make an entrance. 
He showed up at his 70th Berea High School 
class reunion earlier this year in a bright yellow 
Corvette – complete with a handicapped placard 
hanging from the mirror. 
 
“I come to all the reunions,” Prochazka said. 
“Berea High was a very nice school.” After 
graduation, Prochazka went on to teach auto me-
chanics for 40 years, retiring from Midpark High 
School. Now he runs a farm in West Salem, 
Ohio, growing corn, soybeans and wheat. 
 
Catching up with classmates was the primary 
focus of a mini-reunion arranged by the Berea 
High School Alumni Association. Seven mem-
bers of the Class of 1946 attended the get-
together at the Berea Historical Society. There 
were 87 members in the original class. 
 
Evelyn Harnagy Wiechowski – after whose fam-
ily Harnagy street is named – remembers John 
Mucklo as one of her favorite teachers. “He kept 
a paddle,” she recalled. “He wouldn’t actually 
hit anyone but he would wave it around.” It 
helped keep unruly kids in line. 
 
Shirley Sanderson Schmitt remembers the im-
pact World War II had on her class. The war was 
over by 1946 but students had family members 
and friends who served and the students felt a 
part of the war, she said. 
 
Annabelle Nock Patton said classmates visited 
the homes of the fallen soldiers to learn more 
about them. “We dedicated our yearbook to 
them,” Patton said. “We asked the families for 
photos and information.” She said 38 Bereans 
who lost their lives during the war have their 
photos in the class of 1946 yearbook. The expe-

Finders Keepers Corner is located at 398 W. 
Bagley Road, Unit #10. Effective Dec. 1, hours 
will be 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday. Fol-
low them on Facebook or call (440) 973-4973. 

Find what you’re looking for at Finders Keepers 

BHS Class of 1946 celebrates 70th reunion 

Shirley Sanderson Schmitt cuts the celebratory  
cake for the 70th Reunion of the Class of 1946. 

 


