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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
I want to thank Bereans for
your strength and patience
during this unprecedented
coronavirus crisis.
You have followed CDC
guidelines, observing social
distancing, staying home
and wearing masks in public. Until researchers find a
vaccine, these simple steps
are our main defense. You
are saving lives by helping to prevent the spread
of this deadly virus.
You also have stepped up to the plate to help
your neighbors. You have donated a tremendous
amount of food to pantries and you are working
to keep those Little Free Pantries stocked. During
the City’s Community Food Drive, hundreds of
Bereans donated non-perishable food items so
that hundreds more could have a sack full of groceries.
Residents and businesses have donated essential
supplies to our First Responders. The Berea Police and Fire Departments are forever grateful for
donations of N95 masks, gloves and gowns. Our
new reality is that police and fire personnel must
respond to calls in full protective gear
The City is working to keep you informed. Information changes on a daily basis so to keep you
up-to-date, we’ve created a COVID-19 web page.
Go to the City’s web page at cityofberea.org and
click on the special coronavirus page link. It includes information and other tips to help us all
get through this difficult period.
I want to give a special shout-out to Barbara
Jones, the City’s law director and safety director.
She is our “unsung hero.” The Community Food
Drive was her idea. She organized it and made all
the necessary arrangements plus publicity. She is
updating the COVID-19 web page for the City on
a daily basis. She keeps in touch with the Cuyahoga County Board of Health and state officials.
At the same time, she is overseeing two major
departments. She has been working day and
night, often from home, to make sure you and
City Hall can be aware of the ever-changing information about the pandemic.
Thank you, Berea, for all you are doing. We will
get through this together.
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Rotary donates mobile disinfection unit to City
To help First Responders sanitize vehicles and
equipment, the Rotary Club of Berea has donated a
mobile disinfection device to the City.
The Diversey MoonBeam 3 uses ultraviolet light to
kill bacteria and viruses on hard surfaces. The unit
will be housed with the Berea Fire Department.
Assistant Fire Chief Tom Emling said that ambulances are wiped down after each run with sanitary
wipes. “They kill about 50 percent of the bacteria
and viruses,” Emling said. “This (the MoonBeam
3) kills 99.9 percent.”
This method also takes less time. Hand-cleaning a
squad can take 20 minutes or more to get to hard-to
-reach areas. The MoonBeam takes 3-5 minutes.
That means firefighters and paramedics have less
turnaround time to handle runs for emergency calls.
Fire Chief Mark Kaufhold said that Southwest General Health Center uses a MoonBeam 3 in patient
rooms and the emergency room. The hospital has
purchased a second unit to be used by local fire departments when they deliver patients to the ER. The
Middleburg Heights Fire Department also uses a
MoonBeam 3.
Kaufhold said Berea’s MoonBeam will be used
throughout the fire station to make sure living areas
are germ-free.
Emling said the unit is “much like a tanning bed
only stronger. It’ll kill C. diff (Clostridioides difficile – a bacteria that causes diarrhea and colitis).
That’s how strong it is.”
The three arms of the MoonBeam each emit ultraviolet light. The arms can be adjusted to multiple directions – up, down and sideways – to reach all the
nooks and crannies. The ultraviolet light bulbs are
good for around 600 hours.
The unit is operated remotely. During a demonstration, Emling placed the unit in a squad, shutting all

Berea Assistant Fire Chief Tom Emling, left, and
Fire Chief Mark Kaufhold, right, demonstrate the
MoonBeam 3 for Bob Huge, president of the Rotary
Club of Berea.

the doors tightly. He programmed the timer and
pressed the start button from a remote control nearby. The unit has a motion sensor. If someone opens
the door or a person is detected within the squad,
the MoonBeam automatically shuts off. The MoonBeam must be operated in unoccupied areas because of the intensity of the UVC.
The MoonBeam 3 is manufactured by Codonics
Inc. and distributed by Daylight Medical – both
based in Middleburg Heights. The unit retails for
$31,000. As a special during the coronavirus pandemic, Codonics offered the device to Berea for
$24,900. The Berea Rotary Foundation picked up
the cost.
Berea Rotarian David Skrzynski, a past club president and past district governor, said he saw a story
on a television newscast about the Middleburg
Heights MoonBeam and brought the idea to the
Berea Club to consider. “It was the right thing to
do,” he said.

City trims budget for 2020
Because of the economic uncertainly posed by the
COVID-19 crisis, the City of Berea’s budget is lower
than last year’s and may be adjusted further.
Mayor Cyril Kleem called the budget “more fluid
than normal.”
“It’s a pretty solid budget but considering the situation it’s a guessing game what our revenue might be
and if contractors will be available,” the Mayor said.
“It’s all up in the air.”
Finance Director Andrea Morris said City Hall
would be monitoring the economic situation closely.
“If we have to make cuts, we’ll do so,” she said.
Morris said her office would be in close contact with
the Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA). With so
many residents out of work and businesses shut
down temporarily, property tax and income tax reve-

nues are hard to predict.
The 2019 overall budget was $66,801,870, which
included the general fund budget of $14,615,198.
The general fund pays for the everyday operations of
the City. Other expenses in the overall budget are
construction projects, pension funds, medical insurance, for example.
The 2020 budget totals $65,327,268 with a general
fund of $14,904,300. The general fund for 2020 is
slightly higher, Morris said, because of an extra payroll on the calendar. “We reduced both the operations
and capital budgets to offset those costs,” she said.
In addition, non-union City employees have agreed
to a 5.3 percent pay cut to offset the cost of the extra
pay period. City Council members also said they
would take a 5.3 percent pay cut as well.
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Yard Waste & Bulk Trash
Collection Update
Republic Services will now be resuming
the regular schedule for curbside Yard
Waste and Bulk Trash Collection.
May’s bulk pickup is scheduled for this

Friday, May 22, 2020.

Please follow all the regular guidelines for placing out these items for collection.
Call the Service Garage at (440) 826-5853
with any questions.

Recycling Tip of the Month
Take-out containers not recyclable

Styrofoam cups, plates, containers and blocks
are not recyclable. Dispose of them in the trash
bin. For more information on what is recyclable
and where some items, such as clothing, can be
donated, visit cuyahogarecycles.org or call
(216) 443-3749.

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Memorial Day holiday, curbside
trash pickup will be delayed that week. Trash
will be picked up:

Saturday, May 30

Chalk creations decorate
Berea streets
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Safety News You Can Use

(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)

May is Motorcycle
& Bike Safety Month

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.
Warmer springtime weather means we have to
be more aware of those on the road around us.
Motorcycles can be difficult to spot due to their
smaller size, especially when they are in one of
your vehicle’s blind spots. This creates a springtime driving safety challenge that can be injurious, or even deadly, if we aren’t careful.
According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration when looking at miles
traveled on the roadway, motorcyclists are about
27 times more likely to die in a crash than someone in a passenger car. This is why we placed
such an emphasis on April’s topic, Distracted
Driving, and the importance of giving the roadway your full, undivided attention.
May is also National Bike Safety Month. Bicycling has become increasingly popular over the
past decade and it is important to be informed on
the laws enacted to protect riders. One of the
biggest traffic complaints police receive deals
with drivers passing bicyclists at an unsafe dis-

City Hall roof to be replaced

The roof on Berea City Hall is leaking badly
and needs to be replaced.
City Council voted on April 6 to OK the project,
which should cost around $140,000, according
to Service Director Paul Anzalone. That amount
is below the $200,000 estimate included in the
2020 city budget.
“The roof is failing,” Anzalone told Council.
“This needs to be done ASAP.” Council OK’d
waiving the requirement to go through the bid
process. Instead, the City will hire a company
already approved by the state to research vendors and recommend a contractor to the City.
Anzalone said the City has spent about $7,000 a
year patching the roof and replacing ceiling
tiles, especially in the Municipal Court section
of the building. The Court also has spent about
$8,000 to mitigate damage.

Creative chalk designs by children and adults
are decorating Berea neighborhoods. This chalk
heart was created by Brooke Schlather and her
grandchildren on Reynosa Court.

Repairs no longer will take care of the problems. A roof replacement is necessary immediately to prevent further damage to the Municipal
Court, Anzalone said.

Lindbergh Boulevard to close

A portion of Lindbergh Boulevard was set to
close for 90 days as of April 27 for culvert repairs.
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Lindbergh is closed to all through traffic from
Wyleswood Drive to Westlawn Boulevard in
Olmsted Falls.
The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District
project includes digging out and then replacing a
culvert located just south of Lindbergh. The project is in Olmsted Falls but affects traffic flow
from Berea, especially from the Longbrooke area.

tance. Berea Codified Ordinance 731.03 requires
drivers to pass at a distance of 3 feet or greater.
It’s just as important that bicycle operators are
courteous on the road and abide by traffic laws
also. Berea Codified Ordinance 773.07 requires
every person operating a bicycle upon the roadway to ride as near to the right side of the road
as practicable, and to obey all traffic rules applicable to vehicles.
Let’s not forget pedestrian safety. When driving,
yield to pedestrians in cross-walks and make
sure you stop well back from the crosswalk. A
dangerous pedestrian situation can arise when
vehicles attempt to pass other vehicles stopped
at crosswalks. As a pedestrian, you can do your
part to be safe by being predictable and following the rules of the road, signs and signals. Berea
Codified Ordinance 771.05 requires you to walk
on the sidewalk when there is one available. As
a pedestrian it is also important to remember to
watch for cars exiting driveways or backing up
in parking lots.
Do your part this spring and summer while on
the roadways to keep yourself and everyone
around you safe!

Events, programs
canceled or postponed

Many events and meetings have been canceled
or postponed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Contact organizations to check on the
status of events. The following events in Berea
have been canceled or postponed:
City of Berea summer events have been canceled.
Grindstone Festival scheduled for July 2-4 has
been canceled.
Four of the Live at the Lake Summer Concert
have been canceled and two are possibly postponed until late summer or early fall.
The outdoor movies at Coe Lake and the Outdoor Pool have been canceled.
Berea Animal Rescue Friends rummage sale
scheduled for May 2 is postponed until a later
date.
Berea Animal Rescue Friends shelter is closed.
Appointments to adopt an animal will be made
on a limited basis. To adopt a dog, contact Amy
at arfsheltermanagement@gmail.com or call the
shelter at (440) 234-2034. To adopt a cat, contact Pat at arfcats@gmail.com or call (440) 2231275.
Berea Historical Society spring luncheon on
May 3 is canceled. All programs in May are
canceled.
City Club Rib Cook-off during Memorial Day
weekend has been canceled.
Memorial Day observations and parade sponsored by American Legion Post 91 are on hold.
Announcement will be made at a later date.
Mayfest hosted by the Berea Fine Arts Club on
May 30 has been canceled.
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COVID-19 resources
City of Berea

www.cityofberea.org
Click on COVID-19 Updates on main page

Southwest General Health Center
(440) 816-8962
Open 24 hours a day, every day

Ohio Department of Health
Coronavirus.ohio.gov
(833) 427-5634
Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day

Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA)
Rumor control page to address myths
and rumors
www.fema.gov/coronavirus-Rumor-Control

Centers for Disease Control
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus

U.S. Food & Drug Administration
Monitoring medical products and
food supply chains
www.fda.gov/coronavirus

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Information on food safety and pet safety
www.usda.gov/coronavirus

American Red Cross

Type O and platelet donations
especially needed.
www.redcrossblood.org
(800) 733-2767

Businesses donate masks
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Food pantries seek donations
The coronavirus pandemic has affected many
families in our community. Demands on local
food pantries have increased. Donations of
money enable the pantries to purchase supplies
at greatly reduced costs from the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank but donations of supplies are welcomed. Especially needed are cereal, canned meats, pasta, pasta sauce, cereal
bars and packaged noodle mixes.
The City of Berea especially thanks St. Mary
Catholic Church for its generous donation to
support the Berea Community Outreach Pantry, Dinner to Your Door, the Backpack program for students, Senior Wheels and the Veterans Outreach Office.

Local pantries include:

Berea Community Outreach, 535 Wyleswood
Drive,
(440)
826-4891,
bco@cityofberea.org. Call first. Doors are
locked.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley Road, Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628
Wesley Drive, (440) 234-0609.

Employees at Fastener Industries Inc. have conducted a
food drive every year for the past eight years. These items
were donated to SCAN Hunger Center pantry.

Church Street Ministries, 1480 Bagley Road,
(440) 239-0549.
There also are two Little Free Pantries located
near People’s Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. Grab-and-Go food items
are needed.

Food drive passes out groceries
The City collected donations of packaged food
items on April 3 and then passed out more than
200 bags of groceries on April 7.
“We had to open early,” Recreation Director
Marty Compton said. “The cars were parked in a
line down Front Street.”
Distribution was to take place in the parking lot
of the Recreation Center from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or until the food ran out. Compton said rec center employees and police officers began passing
out bags of food around 9:30 and ran out around
noon.
McGruff the Crime Dog was there, too, greeting
families and children and passing out coloring
and activity books courtesy of the Berea Police
and Fire Departments.

McGruff hands out police and fire activity books for
children while Recreation Director Marty Compton
loads groceries into the trunk of a car.

The Community Food Drive was organized by
Safety/Law Director Barbara Jones. She said
there were no pre-qualifications to receive a bag
of groceries. “If they want a bag, they get a
bag,” she said.
“It’s something we can do throughout this economic shutdown for people who might not otherwise qualify for services but they need something to eat,” Jones said.

Berea Firefighter Allen Scott displays the 150 N95
masks donated by Timco Rubber and Carlisle TyrFil. The Berea Chamber of Commerce reached out
to local businesses and this was the result. Dr. Karen Munroe and colleagues with Baldwin Wallace
University’s Department of Biology & Geology
also donated PPEs. First responders need temporal
or laser thermometers, surgical masks, eye protection, nitrile gloves (all sizes), hand sanitizer, isolation gowns, face shields and disinfecting wipes.
Drop off items 24/7 at City Hall. A donation box
is located by the double-door entryway.

Donated items included pudding cups, cereal,
canned vegetables, canned soup, noodles, snack
crackers, mac & cheese, granola bars, protein
bars and pouches of tuna and chicken salad.
Jones said the items were meant to be “grab-and
-go” not meals.
Members of the Berea Police Department and Berea
Recreation Center employees are set to hand out free
food packages with the help of McGruff the Crime
Dog. Marianna Peris, president of American Legion
Post 91 Auxiliary, volunteered too.

Residents dropped off donations at the Rec Center parking lot on Friday. Those were taken to
Smith School to be sanitized, sorted and bagged.
Then the bags were passed out on the following
Tuesday.
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Berea services impacted by coronavirus
Baldwin Wallace University has canceled all campus
activities through May 31. Students will be taking
classes online and all non-athletic events have been
canceled. Patrons who have purchased tickets to performances will be issued refunds. Sporting events
will be for athletes and coaches only.

At the Library
(All branches of the Cuyahoga County Library System
are closed. Late fees and fines are waived during this
period.)

Update from the
Berea Branch Library

Please utilize all the great Cuyahoga County Public
Library
resources
you
find
online
at
www.cuyahogalibrary.org. If you don't have a library card, you can apply online and receive login
credentials immediately to access all of our digital
content. You can use your library card to access our
Digital Collection of eBooks and eAudiobooks,
streaming video, streaming music, high quality kids
entertainment and learning platforms, and more.
Ancestry.com is now available from home along
with other great resources for learning a foreign language, crafting and many more by visiting our Resources page! Your library card also gives you access to our Digital Newsstand, which includes digital versions of your favorite magazines, plus local,
national and global news publications that you can
access from home. Ask Us Online is open under the
About Us tab

News Briefs

State has Medicare COVID-19
information

The Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program (OSHIIP) can provide information on Medicare coverage of COVID-19. Medicare Part B covers
COVID-19 tests when ordered by a doctor or health
care provider. Medicare also covers all medically
necessary hospitalizations, including extra days in
the hospital for patients who have to stay longer under COVID-19 quarantine. Medicare will cover the
COVID-19 vaccine when one becomes available.
Questions,
contact
(800)
686-1578
or
www.insurance.ohio.gov.

IRS defers tax payments

Taxpayers may postpone making federal income tax
payments until July 15. That applies to 2019 taxes
due and to the first quarter 2020 estimated payments.
Penalties and interest will not be calculated until
July 16.

Deadline extended for Real ID

The deadline for obtaining a Real ID drivers license
has been extended to October 2021. The original
deadline was Oct. 1, 2020. The Department of
Homeland Security will require the enhanced drivers’ licenses to board domestic or overseas airline
flights and to enter military bases and federal facilities.

City to receive NOPEC energy grant

The City will receive a grant from the Northeast
Ohio Public Energy Council (NOPEC) to pay for
lighting improvements. The grant will reimburse the
City 100 percent for energy efficient improvements
such as upgrades in lighting and window replacements. In the past, NOPEC grants have paid for
lighting at the Recreation Center and improvements
at the Fire Station and other City buildings.

Many Berea services have been impacted by the
coronavirus pandemic. Services are still available but may be delivered a bit differently for the
safety of employees and the public. Here is a
rundown of what to expect.

Berea Municipal Court
The court is closed except for appointments only. Visit www.bereamunicourt.org for information about court procedures during this closure.

Berea City Hall
Berea City Hall is closed. Appointments can be
made on a limited basis. Call (440) 826-5800.
To pay a water bill, drop payments in the box at
the entryway to City Hall or pay online at
www.cityofberea.org. Mail in payments should
go to City of Berea, P.O. Box 933359, Cleveland, OH 44193

City Playgrounds
All municipal playgrounds are closed. Police
will patrol the area and ask people to disperse.

Berea Police Department
The clerk’s office is closed. If you have an
emergency or need assistance, call dispatch at
(440) 234-1234 or pick up the red phone in the
lobby. If you are paying a parking ticket, place
your payment inside the ticket envelope and deposit in the parking ticket box located beneath
the red phone.
Motor vehicle accident reports are available
online. Go to www.cityofberea.org/616/PoliceAccident-Reports
Berea Fire Department
The six firefighter/paramedics who tested positive for the coronavirus have recovered with
their families at home and are now back on the
job. The Fire Chief is in regular contact with officials at Southwest General Health Center and
the department is following guidelines from the
CDC and the Ohio Department of Health. Paramedics will respond to calls wearing gloves,
masks and gowns. When you call 9-1-1, the dispatcher may ask you to meet paramedics at the
door so they do not have to enter your home. If
it is necessary to enter your home, only one or
two personnel will do so unless additional help
is needed.

Southwest General Health Center
All visitors will be screened. Enter the building
through the doors next to the parking garage. No
visitors will be allowed to see patients confirmed
with COVID-19 or under investigation for the
coronavirus. No visitors are allowed for patients
on the general medical/surgical floors.
Visitors are allowed for pediatric/maternity patients but only the same adult visitor for the duration of the patient’s stay. Surgical patients are
allowed one visitor for the day of surgery only.
One visitor is allowed for Ambulatory Health
Centers, physician offices and the ER.
Only emergency imaging procedures will be
performed on the main campus. Elective procedures will be at the Brunswick and Strongsville
Medical Centers.
Therapy Services are now off site. For more information, go to www.swgeneral.com.
Woodvale Union Cemetery
The office is staffed from 8 a.m. to noon Monday-Friday. The office will be closed Saturday
and Sunday. Appointments may be made from 1
-4:30 p.m. weekdays but virtual and email communication is preferred. Call (440) 826-3455 or
email info@woodvalecemetery.com. For more
information, go to
www.woodvalecemetery.com.

Berea Chamber of Commerce

CARDS OF CARE

A smile is the best gift you can give

Drop off locations:

Contribute cards, letters and photos for residents
of our Berea area nursing homes who are currently in isolation.

Broad View Eye Center
1318 W. Bagley Rd.
Hours: M, T, W, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
US Bank
98 Front St.
Hours: Drive up window
M-F 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Night Drop: 24/7 (Next to ATM at front of building)
Cards will be accepted for as long at the state
mandate preventing visitors from entering nursing facilities remain in effect.
Precautions will be taken per CDC recommendations to ensure these items are safely delivered.
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Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Veterans Outreach programs canceled

All Veterans Outreach office programs and activities
are canceled until further notice. That includes visits
to nursing homes, the monthly Veterans Breakfast
Club and Chat with Chaplain Willie Springer and the
Vietnam Veterans Appreciation Day. Some of these
events may be rescheduled.

COVID-19 resources for veterans

For the latest VA updates on coronavirus and commonsense tips on preventing the spread visit https://
www.va.gov/coronavirus. For blogs about coronavirus, visit https://www.blogs.va.gov.VAntage/?
s=covid-19.

Deadline nears for
Veterans Hall of Fame

Each year, up to 20 Ohio veterans are inducted into
the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame for their post military
achievements. Eligible vets must be a past or current
Ohio resident, must have received an honorable discharge and must be of good moral character. Nomina-

tion deadline is June 1. Go to ohiovets.gov or call
(614) 644-0898 for more information and for nomination forms and requirements.

Visit military museums virtually

Travel isn’t a good idea right now, but you can travel
via the internet to visit several notable military museums.
The National World War I Museum and Memorial in
Kansas City, Mo., offers online exhibits of “The Rise
of Giving: American Philanthropy and WWI,” “War
Fare: From the Homefront to the Frontlines” (about
the effects of food on the war) and “Curator’s Tour”
– a narrated, immersive tour of the galleries.
The National World War II Museum in New Orleans
has several options, including “Road to Tokyo,” the
U.S. Merchant Marine Gallery and “The D-Day Invasion of Normandy.” Educator resources are available with distance learning for all ages.
National Veterans Memorial and Museum in Columbus has virtual tours of its gallery. The education
section offers curriculum for grades PK-8.

Veteran Spotlight
Ben Davis is best known as a cornerback for the
Cleveland Browns (1967-1974), but he also is an
Army veteran and volunteers with Berea’s Veterans
Outreach Office.
Davis joined the Ohio Army National Guard in September 1967 and reported to Ft. Benning, Ga., the
following January for basic training. He trained as a
chemical staff specialist at Ft. McClellan, Ala., and
served with the 107th Armored Cavalry. Davis was
discharged in 1973.
A graduate of Defiance College where he first played
football, Davis said he learned there that “sports in
general is a great equalizer.”
“When you and your team compete and you win, you
demand respect and admiration. Playing football
with the Browns took this philosophy to another level. The City of Cleveland and our fans were all a
part of the winning effort. What I enjoyed most
about playing for the Browns was sharing this feeling of admiration and respect with the city and its
fans. Oh, and along the way I made some life-long
friends.”
Davis was drafted by the Browns in 1967 and in his

rookie season he led the
league in punt returns
and kickoff returns. He
was switched to cornerback the following
year. He still holds the
record for seven consecutive games with an
interception.
Davis was traded to the
Ben Davis
Detroit Lions in 1974
and retired from football in 1976.
He is one of several Browns alumni who volunteer
with the Veterans Outreach Office.
“I like volunteering with the office because Chaplain Willie and Norma Kleem are providing a service that’s uplifting to our veterans. In the fourth
quarter of our lives, many veterans have challenges
that may or may not have been created as result of
their service. I can’t think of a better way to lift
one’s spirits and show the veterans that we care
than to participate in events and activities sponsored by the Veterans Outreach Office.”

MESSAGE FROM CHAPLAIN WILLIE
Dear Veterans & Families:

nition of all Vietnam Veterans during the picnic.

During this difficult and stressful time in our Nation
and City, the Office of Veterans Outreach would like
to take this time, to remind you that we are here for
support.

Please continue to look forward to several events that
will take place in the coming months. Thank you for
your understanding and patience.

Due to the COVID-19 virus and for everyone’s safety, we have canceled the Vietnam Veterans Appreciation Event and the Veterans Breakfast. The Father’s
Day Car Show is still scheduled, however, it may be
moved to later in the year.
For now, we do plan on hosting the Veterans Picnic
on Thursday Aug. 20, details to be announced. Due
to the cancellation of the Vietnam Appreciation
Event, we will have a special presentation and recog-

Peace to you and your families,
Chaplain Willie Springer
Veterans Outreach Coordinator
(440) 973-4567
wspringer@cityofberea.org

Support. It Matters.

Because one small act
can make the difference.

Grant partially pays for
West Street repaving
The repaving of West
Street was to get under
way by the week of April
13 and will be partially
paid for by a county grant.
Cuyahoga County awarded
a $250,000 grant to the
City of Berea to pave West
from Prospect Street to the
city line with Olmsted
Falls.

LEGAL LINES

(Information in Legal Lines is supplied by the City of Berea Law Department)

Peace Officers Memorial Day
is May 15

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation that designated May 15 as Peace Officers
Memorial Day and the week within which it falls as
National Police Week.

Repaving West Street from

this intersection with
A westbound detour is Prospect
Street to the city
posted. The street is one- boundary with Olmsted Falls
way during construction. will be partially paid for by a
county grant.
The project should take
two to three months to
complete, depending on weather conditions.

The project includes the total resurfacing of 4,800
feet of roadway plus the replacement of curbs as
needed.
The grant is the maximum that can be awarded and
was received from the county’s Department of Public
Works, Local Resurfacing Fund.
Total cost of the project is expected to be close to
$500,000, according to City Engineer Tony Armagno. The City will pick up the remainder of the costs.

Established by a joint resolution of Congress in
1962, National Police Week recognizes and honors
those law enforcement officers who lost their lives in
the line of duty for the safety and protection of others. By Presidential Proclamation or by proclamation of Governor DeWine, the United States flag
may be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day
Along with the Memorial Service in Washington,
D.C., many other cities host services and other
planned events during this week. Unfortunately, out
of concern for the Covid-19 pandemic and many
stay-at-home orders and other governmental orders,
a number of Police Week events have been canceled,
including those that were scheduled for Cleveland.
Our Berea police officers are on the frontline every
day, protecting and serving, and alongside other
frontline workers, are facing this pandemic head on.
In honor of the work they do every single day, support them daily, and show your support and thanks
to them during National Police Week, May 10-16,
2020.
Thank you, Berea Police Department.

Congress, state asked to
prevent bond rating
downgrades

The City is asking the U.S. Congress and the Ohio
General Assembly to prohibit bond rating services
from downgrading ratings of municipalities affected
by COVID-19.
City Council passed a resolution on April 6 noting
that most cities have employees working from home
to comply with Stay-at-Home orders from the Ohio
governor; that businesses have been closed and
workers temporarily laid off. This “substantially impairs the functioning of city government,” the resolution stated.
Cities rely on the sale of bonds to finance important
public capital purchases, including roads, sewers,
buildings and equipment, the resolution said. “Local
governments should not be financially penalized for
the negative economic impact that will occur as a
result of the coronavirus,” the resolution continued.
Law Director Barbara Jones said Berea was the first
municipality in this area to pass such a proposal and
hoped other cities would follow suit.
“Rating changes can have a devastating effect on a
city’s economy,” she said. “Lowering the ratings
could affect projects.”
Berea’s bond rating has held steady at Aa2, which is
excellent and allows the City to finance projects at
favorable interest rates.
“This is something for Moody’s and Standard &
Poor (rating services) to consider,” Finance Director
Andrea Morris said.
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Community Events
May 10: MOTHER’S DAY
May 15: Peace Officers Memorial Day.
May 16: ARMED FORCES DAY
May 17: Rise in Love free hot meal, 2-4 p.m.,
Keller Center, St. Adalbert Church, 66 Adalbert
St.
May 25: MEMORIAL DAY
May 28: Berea-Midpark High School Commencement, 7:30 p.m., Wolstein Center, Cleveland State University. Subject to change.
May 30: Curbside trash pickup delayed because of Memorial Day.

Polaris students win
at regional competition

Two Berea-Midpark High School seniors who are
enrolled in Polaris Career Center’s Construction
Trades program placed third in the Regional Skills
USA competition. Jared Bycznski and Brian McDonnell competed in the Team Works contest in March.
Hundreds of students from around the region took
part in 25 skill events. Bycznski and McDonnell
qualified for the state competition, which was canceled because of the COVID-19 crisis.

Thank you,
Southwest General!

Middle-schoolers ace Elks
essay contest

The theme of the Elks annual Americanism essay
contest this year was “What Does Freedom of
Speech Mean to Me?” and two Berea-Midpark Middle School students were among the winners. Katherine Errington, 7th grade, won first place in the 7th-8th
grade division; and Lacy Milhoane, 6th grade, came
in third in the 5th-6th grade division. Their essays can
be read at the Berea Elks Lodge web site –
www.bereaelks.com.

Music program honored

The Berea City School District has been honored
again with the Best Communities for Music Education designation by the NAMM Foundation. Now in
its 21st year, the Best Communities designation is
awarded to districts that demonstrate outstanding
achievement providing music access and education
to all students. NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit
supported by the National Association of Music Merchants.

More than 100 cars plus vehicles from the Berea
fire and police departments and surrounding
communities paraded around Southwest General
Health Center on April 16 to show appreciation
for the health care workers fighting COVID-19
around the clock. The parade was organized by
the Berea Chamber of Commerce. The parade
route began at LifeWorks and wound down Old
Oak Boulevard and through the Southwest parking lot.

