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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem

Communication is key in
any community. If you have
a concern, we want to hear
from you. Whether it’s noise
or graffiti on a playground,
we have an app for that.

The City’s upgraded web
site is geared for two-way
communication – between
residents and City Hall.
Let’s say you have a pothole
on your street and you’d like
to let the City know about it
so it can be repaired. A couple of easy steps will register your concern.
First, go to the City web site, www.cityofberea.org.
Click on Report a Concern on the main page. There
are four options – Code Enforcement, Parks & Recreation, Public Safety and Service Department. Under
Service, click on Pot Hole Repair Report. Fill out the
information and attach a photo if you’d like. You will
get an immediate response that the concern has been
assigned to a specific department or individual. There
will be follow-up. You also can check on how the
resolution of your issue is progressing.

Grant will pay for bike racks and bike repair stations
A $50,000 county grant will fund new bicycle racks
and bike repair stations throughout the City.
The new racks will be installed at all City playgrounds plus the playground at St. Adalbert Church
and the R.B. Scott Playground on Pearl Street. Racks
also will be installed in the Coe Lake area, the Berea
Recreation Center, at the Berea Branch Library, City
Hall and in downtown Berea.
Some will hold two bikes; some will accommodate
10 or more.
Bike repair stations also will be installed in some locations. The stations will include tools to make simple repairs, such as adjusting cables, chains, pedals
and tires. Air pumps will allow riders to inflate tires.
The bikes can be lifted onto stands to make repairs
easier.
Repair stations will be located in the Parkway Shops
area, at Coe Lake and at the Metroparks entrance near
Center Street. There will be signs directing riders to
repair stations.

Besides pothole repair, there are several categories
from which to choose, including Noise Disturbance,
Property Maintenance Concern, Graffiti or Damage to
a City Park or Playground, Brush Collection Pickup,
Downed Trees or Limbs. There also is a General Request Form if your issue doesn’t fit into these other
categories.
This is not a chat room. It is a way for City Hall to
respond to people faster and more efficiently. The
Report a Concern link is monitored daily to ensure
that departments are responding quickly and that your
issues are resolved.
We realize that sometimes it’s local, neighborhood
issues that can be most irritating and that can escalate
if not addressed promptly. Barking dogs, a vacant
house with unmown grass, speeders all reflect on
quality of life. We want Berea to remain a familyfriendly community. Let us take care of these concerns for you.

This stylized bike rack will be placed outside the
Berea Branch Library.

Installation will begin this summer and is scheduled
to be complete by the fall.
City Engineer Tony Armagno said the City is working with Dero, the bike rack manufacturer, to design
racks “that will blend with the area.” Some may include the City logo. Tentative plans call for the rack
near the Berea Library to display a book design with
the word “Read.” The bike rack at the outdoor municipal pool will include a fish shape. The racks are
steel with powder coating.
Matt Madzy of the City’s development office said
the decorative racks “will be a complement to City
facilities and businesses and complement access to
the Metroparks.” The racks also add to the riderfriendly bicycle lanes on downtown City streets.
The grant funding is a supplemental grant made possible by casino revenue.

This fish-shaped bike rack is scheduled to be
installed near Coe Lake.

July 4-6

Coe Lake Park
4 - 10 p.m.

Not comfortable with computers? Give us a call at
(440) 826-5800.

Annual water quality report
available online
The City’s annual Water Quality Report will be available on the City’s web site in June. Go to
www.cityofberea.org to view a copy. If you would
prefer a paper copy, please contact the Berea Water
Plant at (440) 234-5652 or email waterplant@cityofberea.org.

City of Berea’s
Rides - Games - Inflatables - Live Entertainment
Vendors - Concerts - Parade - Outdoor Movie
Paddle Boats - and more!
VISIT WWW.CITYOFBEREA.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

Our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio

www.cityofberea.org
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, May 24

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects
that will not fit into the regular blue trash container.
Questions: Call Republic Services at (800) 433-1309

Recycling Tip of the Month

Rinse residue from cartons, containers, bottles
and jars or any other recyclable that may contain
food particles. For example, greasy pizza boxes
are not accepted.

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Memorial Day holiday on Monday, May 27, curbside trash pickup will be delayed that week.

Trash will be picked up
Saturday, June 1

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION
June 14-15
Berea Service Garage

400 Barrett Road
Household chemicals
(Oil paint, pesticides, kerosene, etc.)
Automobile Tires
For more information, call the Service Garage,
(440) 826-5853.

BEREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SPRING LUNCHEON

12:30 p.m., Sunday, May 19
Mahler Museum & History Center
118 E. Bridge St.
(440) 243-2541
Tickets: $12 By Advance Reservation Only
Program: Berea’s Inimitable Tom Goebel
“Berea Through the Decades”
Catering by Kitchen Caterers

Chicken Cordon Bleu – Rice Pilaf – Broccoli Medley

**

THANKS!

The Berea Historical Society wishes to extend its
thanks for the support of the community, organizations and businesses that helped us to continue in our
pledge to preserve Berea’s rich cultural heritage for
generations to come by supporting our fourth annual
Old World Pasta and Meatball Dinner on March 30.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the
City of Berea and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

Church Street combines pantry, furniture store
Church Street Ministries moved its food pantry into
the Second Mile Shop in October 2018 and the move
is working out well, giving clients a chance for onestop shopping.
The pantry used to be located in the Williamsport
Plaza. It now is housed in the back of the Second
Mile Shop, 1480 W. Bagley Road. The consolidation made “economic and efficiency sense,” according to Kaitlin Barick, the executive director of
Church Street Ministries.
The pantry is staffed by volunteers under the watchful eye of supervisor Justin Woost. Clients can receive a week’s supply of fresh and canned food once
a month. Church Street serves around 1,500 clients a
month. That translated into 16,000 people or 192,000
meals in 2018.
This is a choice pantry with shelves and freezers
stocked with donations of meat, fresh fruits and vegetables and the usual assortment of canned goods.
Donations come from major retailers such as WalMart, Aldi’s and Sheetz plus civic organizations and
individuals.
Church Street is a member of the Cleveland Food
Bank where Barick said she can purchase large quantities of food at discounted prices. While donations
of food from the public is greatly appreciated, cash
donations are good, too. “I can buy food from the
food bank at much lower prices,” Barick said.
To that end, Church Street is encouraging benefactors to sponsor a shelf in the pantry, for example.
Donors can either keep the shelf stocked for a week

Children’s Organ Transplant Association®
The Trusted Leader Supporting Families

Garage Sale for COTA
In honor of :
Jaina and Chesley Cormack

Local sisters, Jaina and Chesley, need life-saving
kidney and liver transplants. Fundraising proceeds
will benefit COTA in honor of the girls to assist with
transplant-related expenses.

May 18, 2019
8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

St. Paul Lurtheran Church

276 E. Bagley Rd., Berea
FREE ADMISSION!
Fill a bag for: $20 at noon or $5 at 1 p.m.
Shop our garage/resale event filled with great deals!
Enjoy delicious baked goods as you shop!

For questions about the event, call Caitlin at
(440) 724-8962 or email our volunteer team at
COTAforTeamCormack@gmail.com
Donations can be dropped off at the church the
night before from 5-8 p.m. Find our more or
how you can help at
www.COTAforTeamCormack.com

Stocking one of the refrigerators at Church Street Ministries
pantry are, from the left, Love Wilson, Justin Woost, Debbie
Lasth, Rory and Joe Monhart.

or a month or longer or donate funds so that the pantry can purchase food to stock the shelf. The donors’
name will be attached to the shelf. Donors also can
adopt the Church Street truck or sponsor the pantry
itself.
The furniture store portion of Church Street supports
the pantry and 100 per cent of the proceeds go back
into helping clients. Barick said the Second Mile
Shop donated furniture and clothing to 400 families
last year. She recalled one family who had sold their
kitchen furniture to buy food. Church Street gave
them a table so they could have Thanksgiving dinner
with some dignity.
“We touch so many lives,” Barick said.
The Food Pantry is open noon – 4:30 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. The Second Mile Shop is
open 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday.
Call (440) 239-0549.

3rd Annual
BMHS Titan Football
Night at the Races

Saturday, May 4, 2019
Tickets: $25 Each
Reserve a table for $50
Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Race time: 7:30 - 11:30 p.m.
Dinner, beer and soft drinks will be provided
Horse races - door prizes - beer tower Raffle baskets - sideboards - 50/50
Proceeds benefit:
Titans Football Program grades 7-12
Prizes for the best Star Wars costume
and decorated table!
For tickets contact:
Danielle Swisher
titansfootballtickets@gmail.com
To sponsor contact:
Susan Bachie
susanbachie@sbcglobal.net
Raffle basket donations contact:
Amy Decker
sammdecker@yahoo.com
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Berea Youth Works
begins 11th season

Berea Youth Works, which provides summer jobs
for Berea-Midpark High School students, is under
way for its 11th year.
Lawn mowing and yard cleanup services are available now. At the end of the school year, additional
services will include weeding, mulching, gutter
cleaning, organizing and cleaning basements and
garages, washing windows, painting and working
special events.
The average cost for lawn mowing in and around
Berea is $35. This includes edging and bagging of
grass clippings. For other work requests, supervisors
will review and then estimate a price.
Again this year, the Berea City Club will underwrite
a portion of the senior mowing program by paying
part of the students’ salaries. The cost for seniors
will be $10 to help offset the expense of new equipment. Seniors can call (440) 243-2988 to apply for
the lawn mowing service.
Berea Youth Works is a program of the North End
Foundation. Residents can contact the Foundation,
634 Wesley Drive, (440) 243-2988 to request services. Students interested in applying for jobs
through Berea Youth Works should also call (440)
243-2988. Employment applications can be picked
up 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday at the Foundation office. Applicants will be contacted for job interviews.
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City, employees negotiate
3-year contracts

New contracts negotiated with safety forces and service
department employees call for pay increases of 3 percent, 2 percent and 2 percent over a three-year period.
The pay hikes are retroactive the Jan. 1, 2019. There
also will be increased employee deductibles and maximum out-of-pocket contributions toward health care
with workers paying 8 percent of the premium.
Service Department workers will receive premium pay
for emergency overtime performed when the temperature is 10 degrees or lower.
The contract for patrol officers and sergeants calls for a
shift differential for those on night shift, premium pay
for certain holidays and policy for transitional/light
duty for those returning to work after injury or health
issues.
The firefighters’ contract includes an increase in the
uniform allowance in 2020 to $1,000. It also establishes a formal disciplinary policy, fitness for duty policy
and creates a fire station maintenance committee.
Police were represented by the Ohio Patrolman’s Benevolent Association, firefighters by Local 1836 of the
International Association of Firefighters and service
workers by Labors’ International Union of North
America Municipal, County and State Employees Union Local 1099.
The contracts were OK’d by City Council on March
18. Council is also set to approve similar pay raises for
non-union city employees.

Recycling plastic shopping
bags into blankets

Berea to host
semi-pro soccer games

While some cities are contemplating banning those ubiquitous plastic shopping bags, a
group of ladies in Berea are
using the throw-aways to make
blankets for the homeless.

The team, the Cleveland Soccer Club, will play its
home games at Baldwin Wallace University’s
George Finnie Stadium. The season-opener is May 5
against Mexico’s MX Club Monarcas Morelia Reserves. Two weeks later, the Cleveland SC will kick
off its second National Premier Soccer League
(NPSL) season with a trip to Syracuse, N.Y., FC,
followed by the Rochester, N.Y., Lancers at Finnie
Stadium on May 26 at 2 p.m.

Sherri Phelps said a number of
Kiwanis members and retirees
from Modern Tool & Die meet
at Smith School to transform
the bags into bedrolls for the
homeless. About 7-10 volunteers cut off the handles and
then cut the remainder of the
bags into strips. These are crocheted into 3-foot by 6-foot
bedrolls. It takes about 20 hours
to crochet one blanket and another couple of hours to add the
finishing touches.

The Cleveland area’s semi-professional soccer team
is moving to Berea in May.

Finnie Stadium is also home to BW men’s and women’s soccer, men’s and women’s lacrosse and men’s
and women’s track and field as well as football. This
year marks the 50th year of varsity soccer at BW.
In the 1970s and ‘80s, the Cleveland Cobras, a professional soccer team, played its games at Finnie
Stadium, too.
Sam Siebert, Cleveland SC president and general
manager, said the team wanted to select “a state-ofthe-art facility.” He said he also was impressed by
the City, which he termed “very welcoming.”
“There are plenty of quality restaurants and shopping, especially in the vibrant downtown area,” he
said. “There is plenty to do for our fans and friends
both prior to and following each of our games.”
Cleveland SC finished second to the Erie Commodores in the Eastern Conference of the Great Lakes
Division of the Midwest Region with a 7-2-3 overall
record last year, advancing to the Midwest Region
semifinals where it shut out Erie 4-0.
For more information, go to www.clevelandsc.com.

Vader pays a visit to seniors

K-9 Officer Vader and Berea Police Officer Dennis Bort meet
seniors during a Brown Bag Buddies lunch in the Active
Senior Network Room of the Recreation Center.

Lunch in the Active Senior Network Room took a new
twist one Wednesday in April as Berea’s new K-9 officer paid a visit along with Officer Dennis Bort.
While Bort demonstrated Vader’s various equipment –
a different harness is used for each function, such as
searching for people or sniffing for drugs, Vader, a 2year-old German Shepherd mingled with the seniors.
“He’s really not social,” Bort explained. “He’s bred to
work. His worst day is a day off.”
Imported from the Czech Republic, Vader joined the
Berea Police Department last year. Bort named him
Vader, after the Star Wars villain, because he’s a fan
of the movie series. And besides, Vader the dog has
black fur, akin to Darth Vader the movie character,
who wears black.
The dog weighs around 60 pounds and Bort said he
does what he can “to keep the weight down and keep
him in shape. We run every day.”
Vader has been on duty at Berea-Midpark High School
sniffing lockers and backpacks for illegal substances.
“There are a lot less drugs in school because the kids
know he’s on duty,” Bort said. Vader can detect five
kinds of illicit drugs. Vader also is used to track suspects, apprehend bad guys, search for lost and missing
children and adults and protect his officer.

Sherri Phelps and Donna
Malek are working on this
as yet unfinished bedroll.
The color variations are
provided by the many
different plastic shopping
bags.

“They are waterproof and light weight,” Phelps said.
“They roll up and are easy to carry.” The cut-off handles are taken home to be recycled.
The project started with Circle K students at Grindstone
Elementary School as a lap robe service project. The
idea for bedrolls came off the internet.
Sue Sutter said it takes 500-700 bags to make one bedroll. So far, Giant Eagle has donated unused bags and
volunteers bring them in from home.
Donated bags of any color can be dropped off at Berea
Community Outreach at Smith School, 535 Wyleswood
Drive.
The one-time use bags are not accepted by curbside
recycling services. Once in a landfill, they do not disintegrate. Bags that find their way into lakes, rivers and
oceans are often swallowed by fish, turtles, dolphins
and whales. That can prove fatal. Animals also get entangled in the bags.
Turning plastic into blankets is good for the environment and offers warmth for someone in need.

Vader and Bort were recently recertified by the State
of Ohio. K-9 officers and their handlers must pass certification tests every year. As his reward, Vader received his very own badge from Police Chief Joe
Grecol. His number? 9, of course.

Berea school
superintendent takes job
at Polaris

Michael Sheppard, the superintendent of the Berea City
Schools since 2011, will leave that position to become
assistant superintendent of Polaris Career Center in
Middleburg Heights.
The move is effective Aug. 1. At Polaris, Sheppard will
oversee human resources, lead new program development initiatives, enhance student transition to college
efforts, help increase student access to industry credentials and continue to build relationships with Polaris
partner school districts.
Polaris serves six school districts, including Berea,
Brooklyn, Fairview, North Olmsted, Olmsted Falls and
Strongsville.
The Berea Board of Education will begin a search for
Sheppard’s replacement. He will remain with the Berea
Schools through July 31.
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Chamber honors Grindstone winner
What Georgianna “Georgie” Rohde has done for the
community is important, but what she has done for her
family is what daughter Monica Rohde Buckhorn remembers.

SCHOOL NEWS

“She was a role model,” Buckhorn told the more than
100 guests and dignitaries at the Berea Chamber of
Commerce’s 52nd annual Grindstone Award Dinner on
April 18 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Middleburg
Heights.
Georgie Rohde, president of Berea Arts Fest, had been
nominated for the award by 13 people. She was cited
for her volunteer work with Berea Youth Works, St.
Paul Lutheran Church Early Education Center, PTA
and the Charter Review Commission, among other projects.
Buckhorn, who presented her mother with the award,
said she recalled taking “walks” with Mom as a small
child. “What we were really doing was hanging political literature on doorknobs or picking up litter,” Buckhorn said.
Rohde also insisted that her children watch the news
every day and “there always was a newspaper on the
table,” Buckhorn said. One story particularly touched
Buckhorn – a story in 1976 about chemical contamination of drinking water in Buffalo, N.Y. The incident
was known as Love Canal and the water sickened children and adults. Twenty years later, Buckhorn met the
woman who spearheaded the campaign to pass Super
Fund legislation to clean up such chemical spills and
ended up working for her.
Buckhorn said she was following in her mother’s footsteps. Rohde had campaigned against a nuclear power
plant and worked to pass the Clean Water Act.
Buckhorn called her mother “a natural born leader…
ready to roll up her sleeves and get the work done.”
Rohde said she was overwhelmed by the attention. “I

Titans Marching Band performs
at Disney World

From the left, Kellie Rohde, Ron Rohde, Colin Buckhorn,
Georgie and Ralph Rohde, Emma Buckhorn and Monica
Rohde Buckhorn.

am getting an award for something I love to do – volunteering,” she said. “I have had so many experiences and
met so many wonderful people.”
She said volunteering taught her many skills including
self-confidence, being able to speak in public, organization, time management, among others. PTA especially
“allowed me to grow,” she said.
“My life has been very busy in a good way,” she continued. Being involved in the community “you learn to
solve problems,” she said. One of her hardest decisions
was canceling Berea Arts Fest last year because of inclement weather. “We all came together (the board and
volunteers) to notify the vendors and the artists. We did
it.”
“People coming together can always make changes.
That’s what I love about Berea.”
Rohde urged others to volunteer as well. “Find an organization or cause you feel passionate about. Give it a
try. And have fun.”

Courtesy Award & Rising Star Award winners announced

Tom Monhollen is a security guard at Berea City Hall
and is employed by the Berea Municipal Court. “He is
the front line in a sometimes hectic work environment
but you would never know it by the smile on his face.”

Natalie Stewart is business manager of Broad View
Eye Center’s four locations. “Natalie is a selfless
individual who treats others with kindness and compassion.”
Laura Upson is a social worker at Northwestern
Healthcare Center. She “goes beyond expectations to
attain the highest physical, mental and psychosocial
well-being of each of the residents, which include a

Berea City School District officials will give an overview of the current construction projects on May 1.
They also will provide general information and a timeline for the new schools, including the high school.
Community members are invited to attend the session
at 7 p.m. in the Berea-Midpark High School auditorium. For more information, go to www.berea.k12.oh.us.

9th graders invited to visit Polaris

Ninth-grade students interested in attending Polaris
Career Center are invited to visit the campus from 6 –
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 2. There will be hands-on
demonstrations and door prizes. Students can take a
career survey to focus on their interests and talents. For
additional information, call (440) 891-7732, email
ccrisler@polaris.edu or visit www.polaris.edu. Polaris
is at 7285 Old Oak Blvd., Middleburg Heights.

Nathan Rorick and Ryan Herrman, seniors at BereaMidpark High School and Polaris Career Center, won
awards at the state Business Professionals of America
competition in Columbus and will advance to the national contest in Anaheim, Calif., on May 1-5. Students
had to place in the top five in order to advance. Rorick
placed third in Advanced Office Systems & Procedures. Herrman placed fourth in Advanced Spreadsheet
Applications.

Courtesy Award winners this year include Paul
Anzalone, service director of the City of Berea. He also
heads up the Building Department and oversees the
water plant. His nomination read in part, “Paul is not
only well-liked but very respected by his colleagues
who can see that his work ethic is second to none.”

Emily Moes is co-owner of Boss ChickNBeer and Boca
Loca Burrito Factory. “She treats every single customer
like family.”

School construction update
set for May 1

Two BMHS seniors advance
to national contest

Besides the Grindstone Award given to an outstanding
citizen, the Berea Chamber of Commerce also gives out
Courtesy Awards to employees of public and private
businesses and organizations who go above and beyond
to make customers feel comfortable. The Rising Star
Award is given to up-and-coming entrepreneurs.

Johnny Bollin is assistant principal of Berea-Midpark
Middle School. “He shows appreciation for the growing
diversity in our community and the ability to work with
kids and families from many different backgrounds.”

The Berea-Midpark High School Marching Band performed at Disney’s Magic Kingdom in March. The
band preceded Disney’s Festival of Fantasy Parade.
Titans band members spent 18 months planning and
fundraising to make the trip possible. View the performance at bereamidparkbands.com. Band directors are
Jeff Fudale and Dan Barth.

Sign up now for Titans golf outing

Courtesy Award winners are, from the left, Emily Moes,
Tom Monhollen, Paul Anzalone, Laura Upson and Natalie
Stewart. Receiving the Rising Star award are Drs. Nicolette
Scott and Douglas Wiersma.

large population of veterans.”
The Rising Star winner is Broad View Eye Center. Dr.
Nicolette Scott founded the optometry practice and was
later joined by partners Drs. Josie Kosunick and Douglas Wiersma. The original store opened in Broadview
Heights in 2002 and expanded into Berea in 2016. In
October, Broad View opened facilities in Bath and
Strongsville. The business has been a strong supporter
of the community, sponsoring families at Christmas
through Berea Community Outreach, organizing
Thanksgiving food drives, providing free vision screenings for students in Olmsted Falls and Berea. The doctors and staff also offered free services to victims of a
fire that destroyed an apartment building in Berea last
year. Dr. Scott and her family live in Berea.

The fourth annual Titans “All In” golf outing hosted by
the Berea-Midpark Athletic Boosters is set for Friday,
June 7 at Valleaire Golf Club, 6969 Boston Road,
Hinckley. Shotgun start is at 9 a.m. Cost is $75 for
individual golfers, $300 for a foursome. Sponsorships
also available. Go to www.berea.k12.oh.us for more
information and application forms.

News from the Pews

(A new monthly feature highlighting local churches. Send items to
bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Heritage Congregational celebrates 50 years

Heritage Congregational Church will celebrate the 50-year
anniversary of its founding with a dinner and special program on May 18. The event will begin at 6 p.m. at the
Cleveland Airport Marriott Hotel, 4277 W. 150 th St.,
Cleveland, right off the W. 150th St. exit of I-71. Keynote
speaker will be Rev. Dr. Michael Chittum, executive director of the National Association of Congregational
Christian Churches. Tickets are $35. For reservations, call
the hotel at least one week in advance, (216) 706-8711 or
(216) 706-8719.
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At the Library
Superheroes and free comic books
on May 4

Photographer aims
to restore old picture

Calling all superhero fans! Families are invited to drop in
anytime from 2-4 p.m. on Saturday, May 4 to channel
their inner superhero. You can dress as your favorite superhero or comic book character if you like. Everyone
who attends will receive a free comic book. This program is designed for children 2 ½ and older with a caregiver.
Begins Saturday, June 1
Sign up at the library for an ALL-STAR SUMMER!
Reservations are requested for all programs except weekly
children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call
(440) 234-5475. Other programs in May at the Berea
Branch are:

FOR ADULTS

Spring Plant Exchange: Meet fellow gardeners while
exchanging perennials. Gardeners will be admitted at
noon to set up. The exchange will begin promptly at
12:15 pm. Saturday, May 11
Car Capital of the Word: Remember when Cleveland
was the automobile capital of the world? Join the Western Reserve Historical Society for a look at the 20th century and discover a treasure of Cleveland-made vehicles.
7 p.m., Monday, May 13.
Digital Learning Lab: Genealogy Resources. Join us
for our monthly training on eResources available free
with your library card! This month learn how to use our
genealogy databases (primarily Ancestry and HeritageQuest) for family research. Use our laptops or bring
your own device. You'll need your library card number,
PIN and an email address. Registration required. 6:30-8
p.m., Thursday, May 16.
The British are Here: Dave Zeih, a retired history
teacher, recreates the life and times of a private soldier in
the British Army of the 1770s. Outfitted with exact reproductions of the clothing, arms and equipment of
an original Redcoat, he explains the uniform worn, the
workings of a musket, life in the British army and origins
of modern day phrases like "Don't let the cat out of the
bag." Sponsored by the Friends of the Berea Branch Library. Registration requested. 7 p.m., Monday, May 20.

Ken McCarthy carefully removes decades of dirt
from this old Henry Barr photo.

Riddled by bullets and damaged by smoke, the old
photograph dates from the late 1950s to early 1960s.
It depicts the Berea Falls and the bridges across the
Rocky River – although through faded and worn paper.
Ken McCarthy, local photographer and artist, is restoring the iconic picture at the Berea Historical Society. McCarthy said the work is painstaking but is a
labor of love.
“First, we have to clean it,” McCarthy said. He is
carefully removing layers of dirt and grime with soft
cotton soaked in water.
The 85-inch by 75-inch photo was taken by the late
Henry Barr and is in two halves meshed together.
“They really did a good job matching up the two
parts,” McCarthy said. “You can barely see the
seams.”
Barr owned a photographic studio and for many years
took photos of Berea High school seniors and class
pictures. He also served on the Berea Board of Education.
The photo was donated to the Historical Society by
American Legion Post 91 but its previous home isn’t
known. McCarthy speculates it might have been a
bar. “There is extensive smoke damage and stains
from beverage spills,” he said. There also are several
bullet holes. Those McCarthy will fill and then coat
the surface with an acrylic spray.

Blood Drive: For more information or to make an appointment visit www.redcrossblood.org or call the American Red Cross at 800-RED-CROSS (800-733-2767). 17 p.m., Tuesday, May 28.

The frame is plywood and will have to be cleaned or
replaced.

FOR TWEENS and TEENS

“It’s a beautiful photo and we’d like to preserve it,”
McCarthy said. It’s final resting place will be the
Mahler Museum. “We’ll find a place for it,” he said.

Teen Leaders: (Grades 6-12) The library is looking for
teens interested in making the world a better place. Bring
your great ideas! Every meeting we'll be planning for
future projects and crafting for good. 4 p.m., Wednesday
May 8.
Book Folding Art: (Grades 6-12) Learn to fold a book
into a beautiful design. All supplies provided. Registration required. 7 p.m., Wednesday, May 22.

FOR CHILDREN

Weekly children’s storytimes will NOT be held during
the month of May but will resume in June.
Music & Movement: (Ages 19 months – 5 years with
caregiver) Enjoy a high-energy session of music and
movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and more.
Registration required. 3:30 p.m., Monday, May 13.
Summer Camp Registration: Registration for Cuyahoga County Public Library’s free Summer Camps begins on Wednesday, May 8 at 9 a.m. Space is limited. To
view options visit www.cuyahogalibrary.org/camps

June Preview

Recorder Consort West: A musical performance by a recorder group under the direction of Andrea E. Ball. This
group of music lovers originated at Baldwin Wallace University and always invites new recorder learners/players. 2
p.m., Sunday, June 2.

McCarthy said the photo is a machine print by City
Blue Print.

Legal Lines

(Information in Legal Lines is supplied by the City of Berea
Law Department)

IMPAIRED DRIVING

The unofficial start of summer with Memorial Day
weekend brings travel, parties and many times, alcohol.
The National Safety Council indicates that nationwide
in 2016, alcohol-impaired fatalities represented 28 percent of the total traffic fatalities. However, during Memorial Day weekend that year, 36 percent of fatalities
involved an alcohol-impaired driver.
If you are arrested for operating a vehicle under the
influence of alcohol, drug of abuse or both under ORC
4511.19, you may be subject to the following:
1) An administrative license suspension
2) Impoundment of your vehicle
3) Multiple court appearances
4) Attorney fees
5) Court fines and costs
6) Jail time
There are ways we, as a community, can help to lower
these percentages over the upcoming Memorial Day
weekend:
1) Abstain from drinking.
2) If you plan on drinking, designate a sober driver.
3) Utilize a ride sharing service such as Lyft or Uber.
4) Discuss the dangers of drinking and driving with
new teen drivers.
5) Do not allow friends to drive impaired.
6) If you’re hosting a party where alcohol will be
served, make sure all guests leave with a sober
driver.
Think before you drink!!
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Vets, families treated to breakfast & prizes
Community Music School
offers free concerts

Building on 40 years of intergenerational learning, the
Community Music School (CMS) strives to enrich lives
by providing experiences that promote lifelong engagement with music. The CMS offers music and arts education for students of all ages from infant to retiree.
Call (440) 826-2365 or visit bw.edu/community-musicschool for program information.

The Active Senior Network Room at the Berea Recreation Center was filled to near capacity as veterans
and their families were treated to a buffet breakfast,
door prizes and a huge raffle basket drawing on April
6.
The annual Veterans Breakfast was hosted by Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office. Chaplain Willie
Springer, who heads the outreach office, said the
breakfast was a chance for vets to share experiences
and learn about VA benefits.

These free concerts are in Gamble Auditorium, Kulas
Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.

“We can all come together and be,” he told the vets.
“We all can work together.”

New Horizons Band. Wednesday, May 1, 7 p.m.

The raffle basket was won by Korean War veteran
Wilbur Stacho of Olmsted Township. Stacho served
in the Army from 1952-53 and said he was “kind of
overwhelmed” by all of he attention. Stacho and his
wife, Sally, attend many of the outreach events plus
the veterans group sponsored by St. Thomas Episcopal Church.

New Horizons Orchestra. Thursday, May 2, 7 p.m.
Youth Orchestra (Prelude, Intermezzo & Concertino).
Saturday, May 4, 1 p.m.
Youth Orchestra (Philharmonia). Saturday, May 4, 3
p.m.
Community Music School: Women's Chorus. Saturday,
May 4, 7 p.m.
Community Music School: Suzuki Center Graduation
Recital. Sunday, May 19, 3 p.m.
All events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets are
available at bw.edu/tickets unless stated otherwise. For
a complete listing of events, visit bw.edu/events or call
(440) 826-2325. Other events in May are:
Spring Voice Performance Workshop Production:
Voice performance students present an evening of fully
-staged work including devised opera theater, opera
scenes, and favorite songs and arias. Thursday, May 2,
7 p.m., Fynette Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical
Arts Center, 49 Seminary St.
Cleveland International Piano Competition Presents
($): Angela Hewitt, piano. A past CIPC medalist Angela Hewitt will appear in Cleveland as part of her Bach
Odyssey Tour. Performing English Suite No. 2 in A
Minor, BWV 807; Suite in F Minor, BWV 823; and
Prelude and Fugue in A Minor, BWV 894. Tickets
available at clevelandpiano.org/2019-concert-series.
Saturday, May 18, 8 p.m., Gamble Auditorium, Kulas
Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.

News Briefs
City enacts hotel tax

City Council has approved a 3 percent hotel tax. The
tax applies to bed and breakfast establishments and
boarding houses that rent fewer than five rooms on a
temporary basis. It also would apply to Airbnb rentals. Temporary is defined as less than 60 consecutive
days. The excise tax will effective on June 1, 2019.

Point of Sale inspections eliminated

The City will no longer conduct Exterior Point of
Sale Inspections. City Council approved an ordinance on April 1 that would eliminate the inspections effective immediately. The City said the inspections are redundant. The City’s exterior maintenance enforcement officers already conduct inspections throughout the city on a regular basis.

Alumni Association seeks
Berean yearbook

The Berea High School Alumni Association is looking for a Class of 1960 Berean yearbook. Please contact Alumni Association president Dennis Kushlak at
dkushlak@aol.com or (216) 513-7516.

The basket included Target and BP gift cards donated by the Medina Chapter of Rolling Thunder, a gift
card donated by Parkway Barber Shop, an Anthony
Kleem puzzle, a quilted and crocheted blanket, a
grilling set, gardening tools, a screw driver set and
Malley’s candy.
There also were drawings for individual Parkway
Barber Shop gifts cards and each vet received a gift
bag.
Adam Sandor and Thomas M. Pearce of the Cuyahoga County Veterans Commission told the vets
about services provided by their office. One is veteran ID cards. Vets should bring a copy of their
DD214 to obtain the cards, which can be used to obtain discounts at stores and restaurants. The Commission also offers temporary assistance for vets needing
financial help with rent, mortgage or vehicle repairs,
for example.

Mayor Cyril Kleem visits with World War II Navy
veteran Tom Goebel.

“There are 77,000 veterans in Cuyahoga County
alone,” Sandor said. “We are here to help them all.”
The Commission staffs four offices: the main office
at 1849 Prospect in Cleveland, 877 Brookpark Road
in Parma, at Wade Park and at 1700 Euclid Ave.,
which focuses on homeless vets.
Navy veteran Mark Geschke introduced vets to the
Heroes Club, which is offered through his business,
One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning. Heroes Club
offers two visits a year for AC tune-up and heating
inspection, 15 percent off on all HVAC repairs and
other perks for military veterans. Membership is free.
“It’s right thing to do,” Geschke said. Call (888) 3338888 or (330) 722-0022 for more information.
Also visiting with veterans and their families were
Mayor Cyril Kleem and his family and Berea Police
Officer Joe Frimel, a member of the Community Engagement Unit.
Breakfast was catered by Southwest General.
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MEMORIAL DAY
OBSERVANCES
11 a.m., Saturday, May 25

American Legion Post 91 decorates graves at
Woodvale Cemetery
(Rain date May 26)

Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities
and resources for military veterans.
Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Auxiliary hosts garage sale, flower sale

1 p.m., Sunday, May 26

American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary is conducting a
garage sale 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., May 2-3 and 9 a.m. - 2
p.m., May 4 at the Post Hall, 91 American Legion
Parkway, off Adams Street. All Proceeds benefit the
Auxiliary scholarship fund.

Monday, May 27

The flower and plant/vegetable sale will be 10 a.m. – 7
p.m., May 9-11 and 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on May 12
(Mother’s Day) in the Post 91 parking lot. Proceeds benefit veterans and children and youth programs.

9 a.m.,
Post 91 ceremony at Woodvale

The Berea Veterans Outreach Office will staff an information table at the Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front
St., from 10 a.m. to noon on Wednesdays, May 1, May
15 and May 29. Information will be available on resources and benefits for veterans.

“Of Faith & Freedom” Cantata
St. Paul Lutheran Church
276 E. Bagley Road

8 a.m.,
American Legion Post 91 ceremony
Adams Street Cemetery

10:30 a.m.
Memorial Day Parade
Ceremony
in McKelvey Park following parade
The American Legion welcomes everyone to participate in
the parade. Please apply at Post 91. The number of vehicles is limited. No political signs are permitted.

Outreach office staffs information table

Monthly vet breakfast club
will not meet in May

Because of Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day
events, there will be no monthly veterans breakfast club
in May. The breakfast club will resume 10 a.m. to noon
on June 22.

Welcome Home, Soldier!
More than 20 veterans attended a Vietnam Veterans Appreciation Reception at Mike’s Bar & Grille on March
27. It was a chance for Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office
to say “thanks” and “welcome home” to soldiers, sailors,
airmen, coast guardsmen and Marines who were not
warmly received in the 1960s and ‘70s. Chaplain Willie
Springer, an Army veteran of Vietnam, made sure they
felt welcomed and appreciated. Connie Duensing of the
VA was on hand with advice on benefits. Deborah Williams, an Army vet who now works at the Maple Heights
Veterans Center, distributed Vietnam Veterans pins and
certificates. After a meal of sliders, wings and fries, Navy vet Joe Stanko of Berea, otherwise known as
“Merlin” entertained the troops with magic tricks.

Mission BBQ offers
free sandwiches for vets

Mission BBQ restaurants will celebrate Armed Forces
Week May 13-18. Active duty military and veterans
will receive a free sandwich: Army, May 13; Marine
Corps, May 14; Navy, May 15; Air Force, May 16;
Coast Guard, May 17. On Armed Forces Day May 18,
Lunch with Heroes will be 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Military banquet set for May 4

The seventh annual All-Veterans Military Banquet will
be Saturday, May 4 at Williams-on-the-Lake, 787 Lafayette Road, Medina. Cost is $30 and includes an open
bar for beer and wine. Cocktails will be served 5:306:30 p.m. with all-you-can-eat dinner from 6:30-7:30
p.m. Entertainment and raffles until 9:30 p.m. Call
(330) 725-5522.

Women vets invited to lunch

Medina County Women of the Military invites women
veterans to an Armed Forces Day lunch at noon on Saturday, May 18 at Luna’s Family Restaurant, 738 Pearl
Road, Brunswick. For more information, go to
MCWM’s
Facebook
page
or
email
ducu19@yahoo.com or laklatka@yahoo.com.

CAN WE TALK

Come join us, speak to others who have
similar concerns.
Empty nest - housing concerns veterans issues - family concerns - job loss loss of pet or loved one - educational concerns

Meets every other Tuesday
May 14 & May 28
2 - 3 p.m.

Berea Recreation Center: Senior Room
Facilitated by: Chaplain Willie Springer
Chaplain Willie Springer welcomes fellow Vietnam vets to a
special reception in honor of Vietnam Veterans Appreciation Day.

Let us guide you to
find answers!
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Berea, Ohio 44017

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. PAID
BEREA, OH
PERMIT #333
ECRWSS

POSTAL PATRON
(440) 826-5800

www.cityofberea.org

Grindstone PTA and
Grindstone All Pro Dad Present:

Saturday, May 4, 2019
8 - 10:30 a.m.

Grindstone PTA and Grindstone All Pro Dad are
joining forces to host Grindstone’s 8th Annual Rock
& Run together, we support the students, staff and
families of Grindstone Elementary School.
For
more
information,
nrun5k@gmail.com.

contact

rock-

Community Events
May 1: School District Construction Update: 7 p.m.,
Berea-Midpark High School auditorium.

7285 Old Oak Blvd., Middleburg Heights, (440) 8917600, www.polaris.edu.

May 2: Southwest Women’s Republican Club. 11:30
a.m., Colony Room, BW’s Strosacker Hall, 125 Tressel
St. Speaker is Dan Hromada, ACT Cleveland. (440) 2437173.

May 9-12: American Legion Auxiliary Flower & Plant
Sale. 10 a.m. – 7 p.m., May 9-11; 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., May
12. Post 91 parking lot. Proceeds benefit veterans, children and youth programs.

May 2: Quarry Quilters. 6 p.m., Berea Branch Library.

May 9-11: “Seussical The Musical.” 7 p.m., May 9,
Dress Rehearsal, $5, seniors free; 7 p.m. May 10 & 2 p.m.
& 7 p.m. May 11, $8 in advance, $10 at the door; Haddad
Theater, 144 Broadway, Medina. Presented by Hearts for
Jesus Christ Drama.

May 2: Safe Passages Family Support Group. 6:30
p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
May 2-4: American Legion Garage Sale. 9 a.m. – 5
p.m., May 2-3; 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., May 4. Post 91, 91 American Legion Parkway (off Adams St.). Proceeds benefit
the Legion Auxiliary Scholarship Fund.
May 4: Rock & Run. 8-10:30 a.m., Grindstone Elementary School, 191 Race St., presented by Grindstone PTA
& Grindstone All Pro Dad. 5K & 1-mile Fun Walk. Preregistration $25, Race Day $30. Contact rocknrun5k@gmail.com.
May 4: Baldwin Wallace University Commencement.
2 p.m., Ursprung Gymnasium, Lou Higgins Recreation
Center, 136 E. Bagley Road. Speaker will be Akram
Boutros, M.D., president & CEO of the MetroHealth System.
May 4: Titans Football Night at the Races. 6:30 p.m.,
Garrity Center, St. Mary Catholic Church, 250 Kraft St.
Proceeds benefit Titans Football grades 7-12. Tickets $25,
titansfootballtickets@gmail.com.

May 10-11: “Legally Blonde.” 7 p.m., May 10 & 2 p.m.
& 7 p.m., May 11; Academy for Dramatic Arts, Christ
United Church, 23114 West Road. Tickets $10 adults, $5
children 2-12. Go to www.academyfordramaticarts.net.

May 18: Garage Sale. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Fundraiser for Children’s
Organ Transplant Association to benefit two Berea children awaiting kidney & liver transplants. Donations can
be dropped off 5-8 p.m. May 17.
May 18: Mayfest. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Downtown Berea.
Free. Presented by the Berea Fine Arts Club.
May 18: Salad Lunch. 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., United
Methodist Church of Berea, 170 Seminary St., hosted by
United Methodist Women. Speaker is historian Judy
MacKeigan of the Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Questions, email linda.tucker.440@gmail.com.
May 18: 50th anniversary of Heritage Congregational
Church. 6 p.m., Dinner and program, Cleveland Airport
Marriott Hotel, 4277 W. 150th St., Cleveland. Tickets $35.

May 11: Community Substance Abuse Summit. 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m., BW’s Strosacker Hall, 125 Tressel St. Free.
For youth (12 and older) & families. Co-sponsored by the
Berea Police Department, Southwest General & Baldwin
Wallace University. Register by May 1, http://bit.ly/
Problem19

May 18: Berea-Midpark High School Senior Prom.
Michaud’s, Strongsville.

May 11: Berea Cares. 9:30 a.m., Smith School, 535
Wyleswood Drive.

May 21: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler
Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.

May 11: Bud ‘N Bloom Plant Sale. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.,
Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St. Perennials & Baskets.
Plus Berea Historical Society open house & tours.

May 22: History of Cleveland Airport. Berea Historical
Society, 118 E. Bridge St., 7 p.m. Speaker is Bill Meixner,
aviation historian. Free.

May 11: Military Spouse Appreciation Day.

May 23: Southwest Women’s Republican Club. 11:30
a.m., Colony Room, BW’s Strosacker Hall, 125 Tressel
St. (440) 243-7173.

May 19: Berea Historical Society Spring Luncheon.
12:30 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.; $12 in
advance only. (440) 243-2541.

May 5: The History of Berea’s First Responders. New
exhibit at the Berea Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St.
Opening Reception 2-4 p.m. Free.

May 12: Mother’s Day.
May 14: Can We Talk?: 2-3 p.m., Berea Recreation Center, Active Senior Network Room, 451 Front St.

May 5: Southwest Community Chorus Spring Concert. 3 p.m., United Methodist Church of Berea, 170
Seminary St., “The Rhythm of Life,” tickets $15; children
12 and younger, no charge.

May 14: Berea Democratic Club. 6:30 p.m., Berea
Branch Library meeting room.

May 25: Memorial Weekend Veterans Outreach. 10
a.m. – 1 p.m., Parkway Shops.

May 15: Order of the Eastern Star Salad Luncheon.
Noon, Berea Masonic Center, 366 Eastland Road. Tickets
$8.

May 27: MEMORIAL DAY

May 6: Bingo for COTA. Children’s Organ Transplant
Association to benefit two Berea children awaiting kidney
& liver transplants. 6-9 p.m., Grindstone Tap House, 826
Front St. Tickets $10 at the door or call (440) 724-8962.
May 7-9: Berea City School District Student Art Exhibit. 3:30-7 p.m., Student Activity Center on the campus
of BW, 96 Beech St., showcasing art by students K-12.
Theme is “Words.”
May 8: Polaris Open House for Adults. 5-7 p.m. with a
financial aid workshop at 7 p.m., Polaris Career Center,

May 16: Safe Passages Family Support Group. 6:30
p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
May 18: ARMED FORCES DAY
May 18: Armed Forces Day Lunch. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Kiwanis Pavilion at Coe Lake. Free to all veterans. Register by May 10, (440) 973-4567 or wspringer@cityofberea.org.

May 24: Bulk Trash Day

May 28: Can We Talk?: 2-3 p.m., Berea Recreation Center, Active Senior Network Room, 451 Front St.
May 30: Rain Barrel Workshop. 6:30-8 p.m., Coe Lake
Pavilion. Cost $35 for Berea residents, $60 for nonresidents. Register at www.cuyahogaswcd.org or call
(216) 503-1262.
May 30: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus – Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library meeting room.

