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Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
Many residents remain concerned
about obtaining the COVID-19 vaccine.
The supply remains limited for now
with promises that it may ramp up
in the near future. The State of Ohio
has increased the number of sites
where vaccinations can be administered to include local pharmacies.
Unlike the flu shot, where we could
just walk into a drug store and get
one, the COVID vaccine requires a
reservation. You can register online or call to get on a waiting list.
Cuyahoga County operates 2-1-1 through United Way as a
support for various community issues. It now can help you
register for the vaccine if going online doesn’t work for
you. I realize many residents, especially seniors, are not
internet savvy and navigating multiple web sites can be
daunting. Calling 2-1-1 or the Cuyahoga County Board of
Health at (216) 201-2000 might be simpler.
Berea’s Community Outreach Office also is helping seniors
to register. There are 800 seniors listed for various Active
Senior Network Programs. The Outreach office is contacting them to make sure they have the information they need.
If you need help registering or need information about
where to obtain a vaccine, please contact Natalie Guzzo at
(440) 826-4891.
The Cuyahoga County Board of Health is offering testing
for COVID at the Fairgrounds in Middleburg Heights on
certain days each month. You must pre-register. Go to
ccbh.net or call (216) 957-3939. This is testing only, not
for vaccinations.
It is reassuring that Southwest General Health Center is
reporting a drop in COVID patients. The hospital keeps a
running total of tests administered and COVID patient admissions on its web site – www.swgeneral.com. Last
month at this time, Southwest reported 48 patients admitted
to the hospital for COVID. In mid-February as The Berean
went to press, the number was 13.
The downward trend is encouraging but the goal is to
maintain the decrease. Continuing to fight COVID and its
variants by continuing to vaccinate is extremely important.
We also must continue to wear masks, social distance and
wash our hands. Minimize our contact with large groups. I
realize visiting friends and family via Zoom and other social media platforms has gotten stale by now. But we hope
very soon we’ll be able to hug grandkids, host block parties
and work in the company’s office instead of at home.
On a personal note, I’d like to thank everyone for their kind
thoughts and support on the birth of our daughter, Evelyn
Rose, on Feb. 16. The baby measured 20 inches and
weighed 8 pounds 2 ounces. She was born at 12:37 p.m. at
Southwest General. My wife, Melissa, and the baby are
doing fine. Me, too.

Students, police Dare to Dialogue
In 2018, Adrian Griffin made what he calls “an unfortunate decision” to break into a neighbor’s home.
The homeowner was a Marine Corps veteran and he
restrained Griffin until police arrived. It took four officers to get Griffin under control. One of the arresting officers was Dan Clark, now the Berea chief of
police.
“They were doing what they had to do,” Griffin said.
Fast forward to 2021. Griffin and Clark and other city
officials were part of a forum at Berea-Midpark High
School to discuss police use of force. The Dare to Dialogue discussion was live-streamed throughout the
school so all students could take part.
The forum was organized by students in Titan Pride,
Realizing Your Potential and the boys basketball team
and was triggered by incidents during the past year
between white police officers and Black men nationwide.
Besides Griffin and Clark, panelists included Mayor
Cyril Kleem, Law/Safety Director Barbara Jones and
School Resource Officer Chuck Gute. Students Joseph Matese and AJ Comer were facilitators.
Students submitted dozens of questions, which were
distilled by Susan Malone, coordinator of Realizing
Your Potential – a support group for at risk youth, and
teacher Sherri Fox.
Griffin, who graduated from Berea-Midpark, said his
two run-ins with Berea police changed his life. “There
is no single definition of use of force,” Griffin said.

Berea-Midpark High School students and city officials get
ready for their Dare to Dialogue panel discussion about
police use of force. Mayor Cyril Kleem, Police Chief Dan
Clark and the students have been working on the program
since last October.

different backgrounds,” she said.
Many officers have college degrees. They must graduate from a police academy, take a civil service test,
pass psychological and physical exams. Plus, they
must go through extensive field training before they
hit the streets. They also must pass a polygraph test.
There are no Black officers on the Berea police force.
It’s not for lack of trying, Mayor Kleem said.
“We have made every effort to hire a more diverse
group of officers,” he said. “The issue is not in the
effort, it’s in the result. Members with more diverse
backgrounds don’t apply and don’t go into this profession.”
Clark said one of his major goals is to have the Berea
Police Department “reflect the community we serve.”

Gute agreed. Each situation is different, he said. The
official Berea police Use of Force policy is 50 pages
long and covers many situations, Gute said.

There have been calls nationally to defund the police
in wake of police violence against Blacks but the
Mayor said Berea won’t be doing that.

“Police are people too,” he said. “I want to go home
to my family. We don’t want to get hurt either.”

“There are things that happened last summer
(nationwide) that never should have happened,” he
said. “Racism is a problem in this country. We’re
working to take care of those issues. It’s important to
maintain our objectivity. Make a decision based on
facts not emotions.”

“It’s never our goal to harm someone,” Clark said.
“Our job is to minimize the threat.” Officers could be
dealing with someone high on drugs. The person
could be younger, stronger. “There are a lot emotions
going on,” Clark said.
“Use of force always has to be reasonable,” Jones
added. “There is a wide range of what reasonable
means. Police have to make adjustments immediately
depending on the situation.”
Griffin said he didn’t think police used too much
force to restrain him. In fact, once he was admitted to
the hospital, he had to be strapped to the bed. “I was
searching for help,” Griffin said.
Berea police officers undergo constant training
throughout the year on use of force, dealing with people with mental health issues and diversity. The training never stops, Clark said.

Clark said when he is confronted by a person who is
violent or is causing a problem, “I’m looking at the
threat. Race doesn’t play a role.”
Griffin said it’s important to learn the facts about each
situation with police. “Get the full story,” he said. Not
just one side.
Mayor Kleem agreed. “Don’t look at each situation
from your own perspective. Get all the information,”
he said.
Gute said change needs to involve the whole community.

Follow us for up-to-date information at:
City of Berea, Ohio

“We want officers to be well-rounded. Most of us got
this job because we want to serve,” he said.

Visit our website www.cityofberea.org
For Active Senior Network Activities
See Page 8.

“If we’re going to effect change, it starts here and
now with this school, the family and homes and the
community. If we change it here at Berea-Midpark
High School, it will spread.”

Jones said the law enforcement profession is changing. Years ago, officers looked pretty much the same
with similar backgrounds. “Now you see people of all

Malone said the Dare to Dialogue program will be
ongoing with additional panel discussions in the future.
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Recycling Tip of the Month
Recyclables must be clean & dry
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Household hazardous waste, electronics roundup,
shred fest set for April

Food and liquids are contaminants. No dirty peanut
butter jars or bottles with water still in them should
be placed in the recycle bin. Cardboard also must be
clean and dry. Greasy pizza boxes are not recyclable.

The City of Berea will be collecting household hazardous waste, tires, fluorescent bulbs and unusable or
outdated electronics from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday,
April 9 and Saturday, April 10.

Trash collection not affected
by holidays in March

A Shred Fest will be 9 a.m. to noon or until the truck
is full on Saturday, April 10 only.

Curbside trash and recycling collection is NOT affected by St. Patrick’s Day or any other holiday in
March. Trash will be picked up by Kimble on its
usual Monday-Friday schedule.

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME BEGINS
SUNDAY, MARCH 14
Set clocks AHEAD
one hour
Also, check batteries
in smoke detectors

Material can be dropped off at the Berea Service
Garage, 400 Barrett Road.
This service is for Berea residents only. Proof of residency is required. It is not open to businesses.

These household materials will be accepted:

Oil or solvent-based paint, sealers, primers or coatings (aerosol or liquid), varnishes, polyurethanes,
shellacs, paint thinner, mineral spirits, turpentine,
pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, caustic household
cleaners, pool chemicals, automotive fluids, motor
oil, adhesives, roof tar, driveway sealer, kerosene,
gasoline, lighter fluid.
Four-foot-long T-8 and T-12 fluorescent light bulbs
will be accepted.
Tires from passenger cars also will be accepted.
Tires must be 20 inches or less with no rims. There is
a limit of two tires per household. No large truck,

Food pantries and food
distribution

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood
Drive,
(440)
826-4891,
nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Call first. Doors are locked.
Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley
Road, Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. second Friday of the month & 4-7
p.m. fourth Friday of the month.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the
third Saturday of the month.
Church Street Ministries, 1480 Bagley Road, (440)
239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

motorcycle or bicycle tires will be accepted.

These materials will NOT be accepted:

Latex paint, all batteries, explosives, propane tanks,
gun powder, ammunition, flares, medical waste,
pharmaceuticals, medicine, radioactive waste (smoke
detectors), mercury vapor light bulbs or appliances.
Latex paint is comprised mainly of water. It can be
solidified by placing cat litter in the can. Once the
litter is absorbed, the can may be placed in the blue
rubbish container for disposal.

These electronics will be accepted:

Desktops, towers, laptops, computer monitors,
keyboards and peripherals, printers, modems,
tablets, e-readers, telecom devices, networking
equipment, cables, cell phones and video game
systems.
NO TELEVISIONS. Residents can put TVs out
on the curb for bulk trash collection.
For more information, call the Berea Service
Garage at (440) 826-5853 or go to
www.cityofberea.org.

Service Department worker
is reluctant hero

Berea Service Department employee Mike Anderson,
who was working to get the Coe Lake area ready for
Harvest Fest last fall, never hesitated when he heard a
boater in distress on the water.
Anderson shed his heavy work boots and his sweatshirt
and jumped into a very cold Coe Lake to pull Joseph
Duhar to safety as Duhar’s inflatable raft sank.
For his bravery, Anderson, who has worked for the
City for 21 years, was presented with a mayoral proclamation by Mayor Cyril Kleem during a City Council
meeting on Feb. 1. Anderson was very humble about
his accomplishment and admitted he attended the
Council meeting, even via Zoom, very reluctantly.
When Duhar repeatedly thanked Anderson after the
rescue, Anderson replied “That’s just what we do.”

There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect Street and Jacqueline Drive. The newest free
pantry is at Sportsman’s Tavern, 483 Prospect St.

Mayor Kleem and Service Director Paul Anzalone saw
it differently. In his proclamation, Mayor Kleem
thanked Anderson “for his heroism in saving a life and
for exhibiting the highest standards of commitment and
outstanding courage with humility and grace.”

Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of
the month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center. St. Adalbert
Catholic Church, 66 Adalbert St., drive-up only.
Next meal is March 21.

Anderson was part of a Berea Service Department crew
on Oct. 10, 2020, planting flowers and putting up decorations for the upcoming Harvest Fest. Duhar, of Middleburg Heights, was on his raft about 30 feet off the
fishing pier when a small radio-controlled boat punctured his craft. As the raft began to sink, Duhar called
out for help.

Free Community Meal, St. Paul Lutheran Church,
276 E. Bagley Road, served once a month, 5-6 p.m.,
on the last Wednesday of the month. Drive-up only.
Next meal is March 31.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E.
River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every Sunday. Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for more information.
Mobile Food Pantry. Brook Park Branch, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 6155 Engle Road, 10
a.m. to noon, March 24. First-come, first served,
while supplies last. In collaboration with the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank.

Witnesses called 9-1-1 for Fire Department assistance
but Anderson reportedly said to a co-worker, “We can’t
wait for that.” That’s when he raced to the shore,
jumped into Coe Lake, swam out to the sinking raft
and pulled Duhar onto the pier. By that time, Berea
police and fire were on scene. Fire department paramedics offered Duhar a warm blanket but he declined
transport to the hospital.
Anderson, also soaking wet and cold from the 40degree water, went back to work.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Hall of Fame postponed until 2022

The Berea City School District’s Distinguished Alumni
Hall of Fame Dinner and Ceremony has been postponed until the spring 2022. The ceremony was originally scheduled for April 2020 but has been delayed
because of the pandemic. Due to be inducted are Keith
Berr, BHS 1972, and Chuck Richie, BHS 1965. Faculty and staff to be inducted are James Gorsline, Leroy
McCreary and the late Richard Vale.

Souvenir BHS bricks delivery delayed

Alumni awaiting souvenir bricks from the former Berea High School may have to wait until sometime this
spring. Panzica Construction is cleaning the bricks,
most of which are caked in mortar and mud. When the
school district notifies the Alumni Association that the
bricks are ready, the Association will notify those who
have signed up for bricks. Small commemorative
plaques are available for $5. Contact the Alumni Association at (216) 513-7516 or bereahighalumni@gmail.com.

Frontline workers enjoy Mugs with a Message
Just in time for Valentine’s Day, police officers and
firefighters in Berea received their Mugs with a Message from students and staff at Grindstone Elementary
School.
In a community-wide project, the school asked for donations of mugs in good condition to be given to frontline workers as a Valentine thank you. The students
filled the mugs with thank you paper hearts and packets
of cocoa mix.
A container was left by Grindstone’s front door for
drop-off mug donations. At last count, the school had
850 mugs of assorted sizes and colors.
Helena Goliat, school intervention specialist and KKids adviser, did the deliveries. First stop was the Berea Police Department where Officer Stephanie Santos

Chef earns state award

Chef Chris Olszewski, the Polaris culinary arts & restaurant management instructor, recently was honored
with his 11th Ohio ProStart Teacher of Distinction
Award. The award recognizes culinary educators who
are dedicated to their students and committed to enhancing the image of the culinary profession. Olszewski has received many state and national honors.
He previously received the 2019 Ohio Board of Education District 5 Teacher of the Year Award and is a twotime winner of the National ProStart Educator of Excellence Award, among many other awards.

Polaris salon open by appointment only

Salon Allure at Polaris Career Center is open to clients
by appointment only. No walk-ins are being accepted
due to the pandemic. Hours are 4:30- 8 p.m. on
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Upon arrival, clients
should remain in their cars but call (440) 891-7675 to
confirm arrival. Enter the building when told to do so.
Temperatures will be taken. Masks must be worn. Polaris is at 7285 Old Oak Blvd., Middleburg Heights.

“We just wanted to say thank you to all the frontline
workers,” Goliat told Santos.
Helena Goliat of Grindstone Elementary School delivers
Mugs with a Message to Officer Stephanie Santos at the
Berea Police Department.

File federal tax forms
online for free

The IRS Free File program is a public-private partnership between the IRS and many tax preparation
and filing software companies who provide their
brand-name products at no charge.
There are two ways for taxpayers to prepare and file
their federal income taxes online for free.
If a taxpayer’s adjusted gross income is $72,000 or
less, the traditional IRS Free File will provide free
online tax preparation and filing options.
If a taxpayer’s adjusted gross income is more than
$72,000, Free File Fillable Forms are available for
taxpayers to fill and file online by themselves. If you
choose this option, you should know how to prepare
your own tax return.
To access Free File, go to www.irs.gov.

NEWS BRIEFS

City applies for NOPEC grant

Berea is a member of NOPEC (Northeast Ohio Public
Energy Council), which offers low-cost gas and electric
rates to consumers because it buys in bulk. The funds
saved are passed along to member cities in the form of
Energized Community Grants. This year, Berea has
rolled over $62,954 to finish some projects and has begun a new application for the HVAC system at the water plant.

ARF schedules volunteer orientations

Animal Rescue Friends has scheduled two virtual orientation sessions for new volunteers. Potential volunteers will learn about dog walking, being a cat companion, fundraising and ARF events. The sessions will be 7
p.m. Wednesday, March 24 and 7 p.m. Thursday, April
22. Pre-registration is required. Email arfonlineorientation@gmail.com where you will receive log-in instructions. Contact volunteerwitharf@gmail.com for more
information.

Time to sign up for community garden

The Berea Community Learning Farm is accepting ap-

accepted 50 mugs to be distributed to staff and the
School Resource Officers.
The Berea Fire Department received 25 mugs. With the
help of school counselor Kristen Johnson, the rest went
to Southwest General Heath Center, Aristocrat Berea,
Northwestern Healthcare Center, Regency Hospital,
Kemper House, Paramount Senior Living and Middleburg Heights Fire and Police.

District honors TV reporter

Mike Brookbank of News 5 Cleveland has been named
to the Ohio School Boards Association 2020 Media
Honor Roll by the Berea City School District. The
Honor Roll recognizes media representatives statewide
for fair and balanced reporting of news about public
schools. Reporters from more than 100 Ohio newspapers, radio and television stations were honored by
their local school districts.

Ready to enjoy their hot chocolate are Berea firefighters/
paramedics Lt. Kyle Woodie, John Schmidt, Allen Scott and
Mike Mantle. The sign reads, “Grindstone Elementary
thanks you for being a frontline worker.”

plications for plots. Residents can select plot sizes.
Farmers must attend an orientation meeting in the
spring and select a location for their garden. All of the
plots are organic with only organic materials allowed.
Use of pesticides, herbicides and insecticides made
from synthetic materials as well as chemical fertilizers
are forbidden. Plots will be tilled and ready for planting
in April. Plots must be planted by mid-June. To register, go to www.bereacommunitylearningfarm.org. For
more information, contact Farmer Joe at (440) 6685947. The Berea Community Learning Farm is on the
site of the former Riveredge Elementary School off
Emerson Avenue, behind Dora Lee Field.

Southwest names new vice president

Joni Edwards has been appointed vice president of human resources at Southwest General Health Center. She
has been with the hospital’s human resources department since 2005. Since 2013, Edwards has been director of human resources. She has an MBA from Baldwin
Wallace University and a BS in health services administration from Ohio University. She lives in Columbia
Station.

The project started with K-Kids, an elementary school
affiliate of Kiwanis, and then morphed into school-wide
and community-wide involvement.

New firefighter sworn in

Joseph Iacona, a recent
graduate of paramedic
training, is the newest
Berea firefighter.
Iacona was given the oath
of office by Mayor Cyril
Kleem at the Berea Fire
Station on Jan. 26.

Iacona, 23, graduated
from the Cuyahoga Community College fire academy in 2018 and completed paramedic training
in December 2020. He
interned by riding with the
Berea Fire Department for
the past year.

Berea’s newest firefighter/
paramedic Joseph Iacona
receives his official badge
from girlfriend, Mia Nojic.

“It was an on-the-job interview,” Chief Terry Ledwell
said. “He knows everyone here.”
On hand for the ceremony were Iacona’s mother, Sally
Hopkins; step-father, Howard Hopkins; father, Joe Iacona; step-mother, Chris Iacona; sister, Gabrielle Iacona; and girlfriend, Mia Nojic, who pinned on the new
firefighter’s badge.
Sally Hopkins said she has a distant relative who was a
firefighter and Howard Hopkins’ grandfather was the
first black fire chief in Lansing, Mich.
Iaconna was born and raised in Willowick and is a
graduate of Eastlake North High School. He takes the
place of Firefighter/paramedic Dan Hughes, who retired on Feb. 17.

FISH FRIES

St. Adalbert Catholic Church: Friday, Feb. 19 – Friday, March 26; 4:30-7:30 p.m. Adults, $12; seniors
60+, $10; children 3-12. $6. New this year is a fish
sandwich with cole slaw and French fries. Masks required. CARRY OUT ONLY. Keller Center, 66 Adalbert St.
St. Mary Catholic Church: Friday, Feb. 19, Feb. 26,
March 19, March 26; 4:30-7 p.m. View menu and pricing at www.stmaryberea.org. CURBSIDE PICK UP
ONLY, 250 Kraft St.
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At the Library
Library, study rooms open
for in-person use

The Berea Branch Library is open for in-person use
as of this printing. Masks are required for all visitors
more than 2 years old.
Curbside and phone service are also available.
Although the large meeting room and conference
room are still not available for booking, the three
study rooms at the Berea Branch and the study
rooms at other branches are available to be booked
ahead for a two-hour period. All rooms are
equipped with teleconferencing equipment. Masks
must be worn at all times.
Visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org, choose the BRANCHES
tab and then the branch of your choice to book a
study room or call the branch for more information.
Also available to borrow is a Zoom account for a
two-hour period. Your meeting can be launched
from any device with WiFi access.
Programs: The library is currently providing virtual programming only. Please check with library staff
about the variety of virtual programs systemwide
and the online resources that are available or visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org.
Take and Make Kits: Looking for a creative outlet? The branch will provide materials and instructions for at-home making courtesy of the Friends of
the Berea Library. Pick up one of our Take and
Make kits and get crafting! Projects available for
children of various ages, teens and adults, while
supplies last.
Virtual Computer Classes: Need to brush up on
your Microsoft Word, Excel or PowerPoint skills?
Or looking to learn the basics in these programs?
Join us for free virtual computer classes. For more
information and to register, visit cuyahogalibrary.org/tech.
The operating hours remain:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday – Thursday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday – Saturday
1 - 5 p.m., Sunday
Please call the Berea Branch at (440) 234-5475
with any questions.

Arts Fest accepting
Applications

Animal shelter offers help during pandemic
COVID-19 has had devastating effects on all of us –
even our pets.
Cory Keller, the new executive director of Animal
Rescue Friends, said the shelter has programs in
place to help. Because of the pandemic and tough
economic times, some pet-owners are having a hard
time feeding themselves let alone their animals.
Some have had to surrender their pets.
“One of our goals is keeping pets and their people
together,” Keller said.
One new program is the Pet Pantry, which is open
every Sunday from 10 a.m. to noon. People In need
of pet supplies from wet and dry food to litter can
stop by. The pantry opened in November and by the
end of December had served 57 families, Keller said.
He recalled one pet pantry client who was living in
her car with her dog because she had lost her job.
“Do you need help?” Keller asked. She did. That’s
when the shelter’s Under the Wing program kicked
in. ARF will temporarily accept a cat or dog if the
owner is going through a rough patch. Once the person’s situation stabilizes, they can pick up their animal from ARF.
“It’s a safety net program,” Keller said.
Keller was named executive director of ARF in June
2020 after 11 years at the Geauga Humane Society
Rescue Village. “I wanted a new challenge,” he said.
With the pandemic and the opening of a brand new
ARF shelter, he got it.
A native of Garrettsville near Hiram, Keller now
lives in Ohio City. He said he never intended to go
into animal rescue as a profession. He answered an
ad for the Portage County Animal Protective League
and “it took off from there.”

50 dogs and 90 cats. In warm weather, cats have access to a screened-in porch where they can play and
sun themselves on perches. Dog cages have individual doors that access an outside closed-in area.
New arrivals are kept in their own area where they
are evaluated.
There are separate getting-acquainted rooms for potential dog and cat parents. There are medical wards
for pets who need extra care and isolation wards if
needed. A six-member medical team, including vet
techs and assistants, look after their charges, administering vaccines and meds. For more serious conditions, ARF calls on West Park Animal Hospital.
“The building is very versatile,” Keller said. If ARF
needs an extra room for pets, a storage area can be
converted, for example.
The pet care industry has changed a lot in the last 10
years, he said. There is more of an emphasis on technology and a broader understanding of animal behavior.

“I love caring for animals,” Keller said. He has two
Brussels Griffon dogs – Carl and Kevin. “And I want
to help people. This (the job) lets me bring the two
together.”

There is a general consensus among animal rescue
groups that “a shelter is not a home,” Keller said. “I
see a growing need to grow programs and services
not especially physical structures.”

Attracting him to ARF was the “passion of the volunteers,” he said. When he first arrived, ARF was
still operating out of two buildings on the grounds of
the Berea Service Department off Barrett Road. ARF
had been in those buildings, which were donated by
the City of Berea, since 1987 and had outgrown the
facility. “They accomplished a lot with minimal resources,” Keller said.

One way to do that is expanding the foster care program. ARF places pregnant cats and dogs and their
kittens in foster homes. Once weaned, the kittens are
adoptable and so is mom. “Socializing the animal is
very important,” Keller said. Foster homes can provide that. “It’s beneficial to everyone.”

ARF finds homes for about 1,000 pets a year. That’s
a lot for a small facility, Keller said. “You make do
with what you have,” he said.
The new ARF shelter off East River Road in Columbia Station is located on 16 acres. There is room for

The Berea Arts Fest is returning to downtown Berea
in 2021 and is now accepting applications from artists.

ARF also works with the Berea Police Department to
care for lost and stray animals until their owners can
be located.
Keller admits that he is extremely busy getting the
new shelter up and running, but in his spare time, he
plays volleyball, both indoor and sand, although on
hold during the pandemic. He also is a movie fan. “I
love an array of genres,” he said, “from dramas and
thrillers to Disney.” His favorites include “Gremlins”
and “Jurassic Park.” “If it has a good story line, I’m
there,” he said.
ARF is funded by donations and fundraisers. It has a
contract with Science Diet to provide dry food but all
other supplies are donated. ARF is located at 10015
E. River Road not far from Gibbs Butcher Block.
Call (440) 234-2034. For more information, visit
www.bereaanimalrescue.com.

The application deadline is April 17. The fee is $20.
Booth spaces are $120.
Each artist may submit, display and sell in only one
medium. All work must be original and signed by
the artist. The artist must be in attendance.
The Berea Arts Fest will run 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Sunday, Sept. 12.

Nadia, 8, enjoys an ear-scratching from ARF Executive
Director Cory Keller.

To visit the pantry, call ahead to (440) 234-2034 or
email arfpantry@gmail.com.
Cory Keller, executive director of Animal Rescue Friends,
visits with Patrick, a 3-year-old Beagle-Sheltie mix.
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Safety News You Can Use

(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)

Tax Scams and Unemployment Scams

Tax season is upon us and with that come unsuspecting taxpayers who may be targeted for their tax return or some other type of tax-related fraud.
The unfortunate truth is that scammers obtain personal information from their victims through various
means and use that information to file returns and
steal refunds prior to the victim having a chance to
file their own legitimate return.
What can you do to avoid this?
Remember, the IRS will never call or email you and
ask for your social security number or other personal
information. Additionally, the IRS will not request
any form of payment from you, either over the
phone or through an email.
On the phone, scammers attempt to prey on the fears
of their victims and may threaten victims with arrest
if payment is not made immediately. They may ask
for your credit card information or request you pay
in gift cards, iTunes cards or through some type of
money transfer. It is common for scammers to do
everything they can to keep you on the phone, preventing you from checking on their credibility. If
you receive a call like this, do not give them any
information and end the phone call promptly.
Unfortunately, the Berea Police also have received
an uptick in claims of unemployment scams. Typically, victims learn of unemployment fraud when
their employer receives notice that they have filed
for the compensation, even though they are still employed. Unemployment fraud occurs when your personal information falls into the wrong hands and
someone attempts to receive unemployment benefits
in your name. What can you do if this happens to
you?
We recommend filing a police report, reporting the
scam to the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family
Services, and notifying the three major credit reporting bureaus of identity theft.
Identity theft and fraud are not going away, but by
safeguarding your personal information and by keeping a close eye on your credit reports, you can take
an active role in lowering your risk of becoming a
victim.
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SCAN director honored by City
Lona Gruber, executive director of the SCAN Hunger Center Pantry since its inception in 2001, was
honored by a special City Council resolution.
Gruber was cited for her devotion and commitment
to serving those in need in six area communities.
SCAN (Southwest Community Access Network)
began with the help of a grant through Southwest
General Health Center and served the communities
of Berea, Brook Park, Columbia Station, Middleburg
Heights, Olmsted Falls and Strongsville – those communities that support the hospital with a tax levy.
The group offered help with food, housing and utilities for area residents. Gruber was co-chair of SCAN
at that time.
When the grant ran out, Gruber decided the need was
still there and she founded the SCAN food pantry. It
operated from a small office behind City Hall that
had been donated by the City of Berea. The pantry
relocated in May 2017 to new space in the Williamsport Plaza, 398 W. Bagley Road.
That first month in Berea, SCAN served 35 clients.
Today it helps more than 150 families with a staff of
30 volunteers.
Trained as a social worker, Gruber has always insisted that clients be treated with respect and dignity.
“They don’t want to be here,” she has said in the
past, “so we want them to feel welcome and loved.”
Over the years, Gruber has been honored for her
work with SCAN. She was named 2006 Administrator of the Year by the Forum for Volunteer Administrators and was Advocate of the Year for the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank. She was presented with a
President’s Volunteer Service Award in 2011. In
2010, Mayor Cyril Kleem presented a Spirit of Community Award to Gruber and her SCAN volunteers.
A long-time resident of Middleburg Heights, she recently was honored with a proclamation from Middleburg Heights Mayor Matt Castelli and received a
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Middleburg
Heights Chamber of Commerce.

Cameras on doorbells, inside and outside security
cameras mounted to protect property and business
merchandise – all are valuable assets when police are
looking to solve crimes.

Building the community with love,
unity and service

Summer employment opportunities for high
school and college students

April – August-hourly pay above the minimum
wage, now hiring variety of summer jobs 634 Wesley Drive Berea, Ohio 44017-1146
Phone: (440) 243-2988 E-mail: nefberea@gmail.com
Use our online applications at
www.northendfoundation.org

In Middleburg, Gruber founded Salute to the City,
was president of the Middleburg Heights Community
Council and chaired the Home Days Festival.
Gruber was born and raised in Norfolk, Va., and received her master’s degree in social work from the
University of Connecticut. The family moved to the
Cleveland area when her husband, Herbert, who died
many years ago, was transferred here for a job. Son,
Mitchell, who lives in Columbia Station, and son,
Larry, who lives in New Orleans, joined the City
Council meeting via Zoom as their mother received
the Berea Resolution, also via Zoom.
Council Clerk Alycia Esson said the Resolution
would be mailed to Gruber, who now lives with her
son in Columbia Station.
“Thank you for all the hard work you put in to keep
this going,” Council Member Kim Smith told
Gruber. “What a blessing you are to the community.”
Gruber thanked Council for the recognition. She urges residents to continue to donate to food pantries.
“The need is still great.”
The SCAN pantry is open the second and fourth Fridays of the month. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the
second Friday and 4-7 p.m. on the fourth Friday.

Security cameras can help police solve crimes
High-tech devices increasingly are used to keep us
safe.

THE NORTH END
FOUNDATION OF BEREA

Mayor Cyril Kleem visits Lona Gruber at the SCAN
Hunger Center Pantry in 2016. She was honored by
the Mayor and City Council on Feb. 16.

Now the Berea Police Department is offering residents and business owners the opportunity to register
those security cameras with the police in case the
video footage is ever needed in a criminal investigation.
Video evidence captured on private surveillance systems can help officers develop leads while they investigate local crimes, the department said.
The registrations allow police to know where those
cameras are located. If a crime occurs in that area,
police know they can contact that homeowner or
business for assistance.
Registering the device does not grant police access to
the security system. Police will request copies of sur-

veillance footage if they feel it would help an investigation. The owners of the security cameras can volunteer to provide the footage if they so choose. Participation is voluntary. Registering the cameras is
voluntary.
A form to register a security camera is on the City
web site – www.cityofberea.org. On the main page,
go to the Government listing, then to Departments,
then to Police Department. Click on Security Camera
Registration Program.
Camera owners can fill out the form online or print it
out and mail it to the Police Department, 17 Berea
Commons, Berea, OH 44017.
The form asks the address of the camera, contact person’s information, whether the system records video
or audio or both and exact camera view. Is the camera aimed at the front or back, sidewalk, street or
doorbell?
Questions can be directed to Officer Nick Huskins of
the Police Community Engagement Unit,
nhuskins@bereapolice.org or (440) 826-5870 ext.
1607.
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Berea honors the Four Chaplains
Grand Canyon explored
in virtual drama

“Men on Boats” is a reimagining of events during the
Powell Expedition of 1869 led by naturalist John Wesley Powell. It was the first investigation into the Green
and Colorado rivers and recorded the first passage of
white men through the Grand Canyon. The playwright
has created a journey with the men played by femaleidentifying, racially diverse, transgender, nonbinary or
gender-fluid people. The play will be performed virtually. Tickets at bw.edu/tickets. 7:30 p.m., WednesdaySunday, March 31-April 3; and 2 p.m., Sunday,
April 4.
Free Tax Preparation Clinic: Presented by BW’s
School of Business in Kamm Hall, 191 E. Center St.
Appointments are required by calling 2-1-1 or visiting
refundohio.org. Due to COVID restrictions, tax materials must be dropped off. Clients will not be able to sit
across from the tax preparer as they complete the
forms. For details and document requirements, go to
bw.edu/centers/tax-clinic. The Clinic will run 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., March 7, 14 & 21.
Live Stream Events: While there are no in-person
events at BW, many live stream events are open to the
public, including plays, concerts, lectures and webinars.
Visit bw.edu/events/ for details — new events are added weekly.

COVID scams target veterans

Now that the COVID vaccine is available and the
Veterans Administration has begun administering it,
scammers are calling, texting and emailing veterans
with promises of early access.
The scammers are really after vets’ Social Security
Numbers and other private information
The VA and individual VA centers are contacting
vets about the vaccine. The VA will use the va.gov
web site, VEText, MyHealthVet or VA emails. The
VA also may call or send letters and postcards.
But the VA will not request money or a vet’s Social
Security Number. The VA will not use hyperlinks in
texts or emails to send vets to unofficial sites that
request personal information.
A VA medical center may call to ask for the last four
digits of a Social Security Number or date of birth.
Providing that information is optional. If a vet is suspicious, they can hang up and call the medical center
directly.
Vets are advised not to click on links to web sites.
That link may lead to a non-VA site phishing for
personal information.
Scams to look out for:
 Payment to be added to a vaccine wait list.
 Ads, web sites, phone calls and emails offering
early access to the vaccine for a fee.
 Emails or phone calls from people claiming to
work at a medical center or insurance company
offering the vaccine but requiring personal medical details.
 Messages, calls or emails claiming that the government is requiring you to get the vaccine.
 Ads on social media for the vaccine.
Sign up to receive the vaccine at the VA web site –
www.va.gov. For more information on scams, go to
the Federal Communications Commission at
www.fcc.gov or the Better Business Bureau at
www.bbb.org.

Four Army chaplains who gave their lives to save soldiers on a sinking ship are an inspiration to us all,
Mayor Cyril Kleem said.
The Berea Veterans Outreach Office honored the four
men – two Protestant ministers, one Roman Catholic
priest and a Jewish rabbi – during Four Chaplains Day
observances on Feb. 3.
The clergymen and 900 U.S. soldiers, merchant seamen
and civilians were aboard the Dorchester troop ship in
the North Atlantic in 1943 when the ship was torpedoed
by a German submarine. As the Dorchester sank, men
grabbed lifejackets and rafts to abandon ship. But there
weren’t enough life jackets for everyone. The four
chaplains gave theirs to four soldiers and then stood
arm in arm to pray together as the ship went down.

Representing the Four Chaplains are, from the left, Berea
Police Chaplain Dave Purdy, Rabbi Enid Lader of Beth
Israel – the West Temple, Rev. Pat Hunt of Heritage
Congregational Church and Deacon Tom Cully of St. Mary
Catholic Church. On the chairs are photos of the Four
Chaplains and life jackets.

“The four chaplains were four men of very different
faiths but they shared a love of country and love for
their fellow man,” Mayor Kleem told the audience at
the Berea Recreation Center. “They set an example for
all of us. People may have different views but we can
come together. This is an important lesson and a good
lesson to share.”

All four men attended the Army’s Chaplaincy School at
Harvard University together.

Representing the four chaplains at the service were Berea Police Chaplain Dave Purdy, representing Rev.
George Fox (Methodist); Rabbi Enid Lader of Beth
Israel – the West Temple, representing Rabbi Alexander Goode; Rev. Patrick Hunt of Heritage Congregational Church, representing Rev. Clark Poling of the
Dutch Reformed Church; and Deacon Tom Cully of St.
Mary Catholic Church, representing Father John Washington.

“No greater love hath no man than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends,” Chaplain Willie Springer
recalled the Biblical passage from the Book of John.
“When you hear this, think about it and ask yourself a
question,” said Springer, who heads the Veterans Outreach Office. “How many would do what they did?”

Berea Police Chief Dan Clark read a history of the Four
Chaplains and the Dorchester and each member of the
clergy gave a brief biography of each chaplain.

Chaplain Purdy, Rabbi Lader, Pastor Hunt and Deacon
Cully replicated the Four Chaplains’ prayers on board
the Dorchester by reciting the Lord’s Prayer and Kaddish, the Jewish prayer for the dead, simultaneously.

Paul Carmellimi of Seven Hills attended the ceremony
because he said he had been a passenger on the Dorchester before it was transformed into a troop ship.

Fox was a native of Pennsylvania and had served in
World War I with the ambulance corps in France. He
received the Silver Star and Purple Heart. After that
war, he attended seminary and was ordained. He was
commissioned as an Army chaplain in 1942.

Before the war, the Dorchester was a luxury liner that
sailed along the east coast from Miami to Boston. He
said his parents booked passage on the ship in Miami
with himself and his older brother in 1935. Carmellimi
said he was six months old and his brother around 2 so
they have no memory of the trip. The family got off the
ship in Baltimore and headed to Cleveland, where his
father was set to begin a new job.

Goode was born in New York the son of a rabbi. He
was ordained in 1937 and earned his Ph.D. from Johns
Hopkins in 1940. After the attack on Pearl Harbor in
1941, he joined the Army Chaplain Corps.

“I saw the story in the Parma Sun Post,” Carmellimi
said. “And I thought, I was on that boat, I should go” to
the Berea ceremony. He said the program taught him
much about the history that he was unaware of.

Poling was from Columbus, Ohio, the son of evangelical ministers. He graduated from Yale Divinity School
in 1936. His father was a World War I veteran and with
the advent of World War II, Poling volunteered for the
Army.

The Veterans Outreach Honor Guard posted and retired
the colors. Pastor Hunt provided the invocation and
Rabbi Lader offered the benediction. The program
closed with “Amazing Grace” and the playing of Taps.

Washington was born in Newark, N.J. in 1908. He
graduated from seminary in 1933 and took orders in
1935. He was a parish priest until he volunteered for
the Army Chaplain Corps in 1942.

The Veterans Outreach Office hopes to make the observance an annual event. Because of COVID, the ceremony was limited, but in the future, plans are to hold
services in local churches.

Bereans create community art
Nearly 100 patrons of the Berea Branch Library took
pens, crayons and paints to paper to create a community
art project. In fact, there were so many submissions, the
library has two large pieces of artwork with 96 creative
pieces to mount on a wall.
The project began in November for the puzzle art – In
This Together! Each artist was given a paper puzzle
piece to take home and decorate any way they wanted.
The result is a giant jigsaw puzzle with a variety of
messages and designs.
Some puzzle pieces urge community members to “Be
Kind, Rewind and Smile” or tout “Faith, Hope &
Love.” Others depict football, winter scenes and flowers. There are animals, dinosaurs and rainbows alongside stars, cupcakes and hearts.
The message is upbeat and colorful. Look for it at the
Berea Branch Library, 7 Berea Commons.
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VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in March
March is Military Caregivers Month.
March 3: Birthday of the Naval Reserves
March 3, 1931: President Herbert Hoover signs a Congressional act making the Star Spangled Banner the
National Anthem.
March 5: Birthday of the Seabees
March 13, 1942: U.S. K9 Corps established.
March 19, 1919: American Legion is founded in Paris
by 1,000 veterans of the American Expeditionary
Force.
March 19, 2003: Operation Iraqi Freedom begins.
March 24: National Medal of Honor Day.
March 25, 1863: The first Army Medal of Honor is
presented to Pvt. Jacob Parrott of the 33rd Ohio Infantry.
March 26, 1968: Operation Bold Dragon III begins in
the Mekong Delta under the direct control of the Chief
of Naval Operations Vietnam. The force includes two
SEAL platoons operating from U.S. naval vessels off
the coast of Long Tau and Ba Xuyen in Phase 1 and
Phu Quc Island in Phase 2. It was supported by Army
and HA(L)3 helicopters.
March 29: Vietnam Veterans Day

Winner of January raffle basket

Winner of the January veterans raffle basket was Vietnam veteran David Della Penna (Army). The January
raffle was a movie night basket filled with popcorn,
candy and gift cards.

Van lines offer discounts for vets

North American Van Lines offers American Legion
members and their families free replacement coverage
protection and discounts on professional interstate moving, packing and storage. To qualify and to receive a
free estimate, visit https://movingnavl.com/legion or
call (800) 343-6899.

Easterseals programs support veterans

Easterseals has programs for veterans. Any veteran,
regardless of age or whether they have a disability, is
eligible for services. Programs include job training and
job search assistance, support for caregivers, health and
wellness programs, veterans support groups and advocacy for vets and their families at government agencies.
To apply, go to www.easterseals.com.

COOKIE RAFFLE BASKET
& IRISH PLATTER
FOR VETERANS
Call in or email starting March 8-22

Please leave name, phone & branch of military
(440) 973-4567 or wspringer@cityofberea.org
You must pick up the basket by March 26
At the Veterans Outreach Office
31 E. Bridge St. #300
Basket also includes donated $16 gift certificate for
Parkway Barber & Styling

Former Cleveland Browns offensive lineman Al Jenkins did not serve in the military but he takes time
now to volunteer with Berea’s Veterans Outreach
Office.
Jenkins attends veterans events and accompanies
Chaplain Willie Springer, the Veterans Outreach Coordinator, during visits to vets in nursing homes and
assisted living facilities.
“People (in nursing homes) are in need of a little attention,” Jenkins said. “It’s the least I can do. It
gives me great pleasure to extend a hand, a bit of
conversation and say thank you.”
Jenkins said his father was a Navy veteran. “I really
appreciate what vets have sacrificed for us,” he said.
A native of Louisiana, Jenkins attended the University Tulsa and was inducted into the school’s Hall of
Fame. He was drafted by the Browns in 1969 in the
third round. He played in Cleveland for two years
and was part of the first Monday Night Football
Game ever televised.
Jenkins played with Browns greats Gene Hickerson

and Lou Groza during Groza’s last year with the
team. “He was essential to my development as a
football player,” Jenkins said.

He was traded to the Miami Dolphins in 1972 and
earned a Super Bowl ring when the Dolphins beat
Washington in Super Bowl VII. Miami was undefeated that year under Coach Don Shula.
Jenkins said playing in a Super Bowl was “hard to
describe, just the exhilaration of reaching a goal like
that.”
One of his most significant memories was the noise
in the Los Angeles Coliseum. “The crowd noise was

unbelievable. I had never heard anything like
that in my life,” he said.
As for Super Bowl LV,
Jenkins said it was “an
amazing feat for Tom
Brady of Tampa Bay to
capture his seventh Super Bowl ring.” But he
also is very impressed
Al Jenkins
with Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes. “He’s just a phenomenal player,”
Jenkins said, “and with Travis Kelce from here in
Cleveland to throw to” and Anthony Hitchens of
Clearview High School in Lorain County.
Jenkins also noted that although he was the first professional athlete to graduate from St. Augustine
High School – an all boys school in New Orleans,
two Super Bowl LV players also graduated from his
alma mater. Tyrann “Honey Badger” Mathieu is a
safety with the Chiefs and Leonard Fournette is a
running back with the Bucs.
Jenkins ended his football career with the Houston
Oilers and then went into marketing with Anheuser
Busch for 32 years. He’s retired now, living in Solon with Sandi, his wife of 46 years, and “an eternal
honey-do list,” he said. He also gives talks to area
schools. “It gets me out of the house,” he added.
Usually the Jenkinses are snow birds, spending the
winter visiting friends and relatives in Houston,
New Orleans and Florida. “But with the pandemic,
we all want to stay safe now,” he said. He and his
wife are hunkered down here and urge us all to be
careful, wear masks and be safe.

Message from Chaplain Willie

Dear Veterans and families,

As we “March” into a new month, we continue to
strive to serve our fellow Veterans and families.
National Vietnam War Veterans Day is observed
every year on March 29 and is a way to thank and
honor our nation's Vietnam veterans and their families for their service and sacrifice. The Veterans Outreach Office will be placing yellow ribbons on the
lamp poles around the Triangle and Coe Lake area.
We are looking for Vietnam Veterans to assist us in
this project. See the flier for information on this
event.
We continue to have a monthly raffle basket, which
is advertised in the monthly Berean. I would like to
thank Charlotte Garmon, owner of Parkway Style &
Barber in Berea, for her kind donation of gift cards
as part of the baskets.
We are in the process of planning events, again within the Covid-19 guidelines. As school is back in session, the Office is looking for Veterans to serve as
school crossing guards, along with Veterans Security
Team members and Volunteers. If you are interested
in assisting in any of these areas, please contact me.
As I look to the coming months, we will keep
“Marching” forward and continue to serve you and
your families. Stay healthy and safe.
Rev. Chaplain Willie Springer, Veterans Outreach
Coordinator
(440) 973-4567 wspringer@cityofberea.org

Upcoming Active Senior
Network Programs

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017
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(440) 826-5800

www.cityofberea.org

Community Events

March 7: Free Tax Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., BW’s
Kamm Hall, 191 E. Center St. Call 2-1-1 or visit refundohio.org for appointments.
March 8: International Women’s Day
March 10: Charter Review Commission. 7:15 p.m.,
Berea City Hall.
March 13-14: Photo Positivity Exhibit. Berea Fine
Arts Club, Little Red Schoolhouse, 323 W. Bagley
Road, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. March 13; 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
March 14. Featuring the photography of Roy Jenkins.
Free.
March 14: Daylight Saving Time Begins. Move
clocks ahead one hour.
March 14: Free Tax Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., BW’s
Kamm Hall, 191 E. Center St. Call 2-1-1 or visit refundohio.org for appointments.
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day
March 20: First Day of Spring
March 21: Free Tax Clinic. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., BW’s
Kamm Hall, 191 E. Center St. Call 2-1-1 or visit refundohio.org for appointments.
March 21: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4
p.m., St. Adalbert Catholic Church Keller Center, 66
Adalbert St. Free. Drive-up only.
March 22: Vietnam Vets Recognition. 10 a.m. Meet
at McKelvey Park to tie yellow ribbons on lamp posts
in downtown Berea and Coe Lake.
March 24: ARF Volunteer Orientation. 7 p.m.
Online. Register at arfonlineorientation@gmail.com.
March 24: Charter Review Commission. 7:15 p.m.,
Berea City Hall.
March 27: Passover Begins at sundown
March 28: Palm Sunday
March 29: National Vietnam Veterans Day
March 31: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up
only.
March 31: No School. Berea City School District.
Teacher Work Day.
April 1-2: No School. Berea City School District.
April 5-9: Spring Break. Berea City School District.

VACCINATION LOCATIONS

COVID vaccination sites in Cuyahoga County have
been expanded to include some retail pharmacies.
Locations in Berea are:

Giant Eagle Pharmacy

50 West Bridge Street, 44017
440-826-9104
https://www.gianteagle.com/covidvaccine

Walgreen’s Pharmacy

6 East Bagley Road, 44017
440.891.9422
http://www.walgreens.com

