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Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
For the 13th year in a row,
Moody’s has awarded Berea
an Aa2 credit rating.
A city’s rating is equivalent to
your consumer credit score,
which may be given by one of
the major credit rating services such as Equifax, Experian or TransUnion. It comes
into play when you apply for a
credit card or buy a house or
car.
Moody’s Investors Services is the rating service for
cities and other government entities. It’s our Equifax.
An Aa2 rating is considered high prime. It means that
Moody’s has looked at the City’s financial statements, assets, fund balances and projects and concluded that Berea is in excellent financial shape. The
high rating makes Berea competitive for excellent
bond and note interest rates.
Our general fund balance has hovered around $3 million for the past several years. When I took office, the
balance was at $1 million, so we’ve tripled that.
Revenue has been consistent. The big revenue years
were 2005-2006, but we’ve never gotten back to that
level. We have done no additional borrowing, although that may change in the future. We try very hard
to manage year to year with what we have.
That says it all. At the end of the day, we have the
money in the bank to pay our bills.
In 2019, we went another year without raising taxes
or water rates. I don’t know if we can continue to do
that but we’ll certainly try. We don’t want to put a
burden on tax payers, but at some point, water plant
expenses keep rising. EPA mandates are issued almost yearly and it costs money to implement those.
The City is conducting a study to see how we can improve our distribution system, for example.
Bottom line, the City’s bottom line is very healthy.
There have been no new taxes and no City employees
have been laid off. Services have remained steady,
and in many cases, have increased.

Parks and Recreation Program
Guide printed quarterly

The Parks and Recreation Program Guide will be printed on a quarterly basis starting in April. Some highlighted programs offered by the Berea Recreation Center, Active Senior Network, Youth Sports Commission
and Family and Youth Initiative can be found in the
monthly Berean. For more information about all the
programs we offer, please visit the Berea Recreation
Center or our website at www.cityofberea.org. Programs and events will also be posted on our social media platforms.
Our Facebook, Twitter &
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio

www.cityofberea.org

Mayor delivers State of the City report

City revenue has been steady over the past decade, and
despite the increasing costs of doing business, “We try
to manage year to year with what we have,” Mayor
Cyril Kleem told residents during his annual State of
the City report.
The Mayor spoke to about 120 residents at the monthly
senior luncheon at St. Paul Lutheran Church on Feb.
11. He was accompanied by members of his administration, who answered questions and met with residents following his remarks.
This was the Mayor’s 13th annual State of the City report. He noted that there has been no increase in taxes
during that time. He credited the 140 city employees for
making services and programs possible.
“If you add up all the salaries and benefits for those
workers for a year, it still falls a couple of million dollars short of a signing bonus for one professional football player,” he said.
Here is what the City accomplished in 2019 by department.

Public Safety

A new police chief, Dan Clark, was appointed last year.
Under his leadership, the six-man bike patrol will continue to patrol during the spring and summer. Safe Passages, the drug interdiction program, remains a role
model for similar programs in the area. Berea is one of
the first cities to assign School Resource Officers to
schools. The Community Engagement Unit took part in
220 events last year. They read to children, taught classes, supported Boys2Men, among other activities.
“They have been very active with BW,” the Mayor
said, “and will be reaching out more to businesses.”
Fire Chief Mark Kaufhold, who has been with the Fire
Department for 33 years, plans to retire in January
2021. The City has made some improvements to the
fire station, installing new HVAC and redoing the
chief’s office, for example.

Planning, Engineering & Development

The Browns lease was extended until 2039. The team is
the City’s largest taxpayer, the Mayor said, contributing
25 percent of the total income taxes paid to the City.
An extended stay hotel is in the planning stages for the
North End. A senior apartment building on Sheldon
Road will offer 120 units. Voss Industries with 300
employees and significant payroll will move to the
Bagley Road corridor.
For 2020, the City plans to rehab sewers in the North
End, reconstruct West Street, pave Wyleswood and
rehab streets in the Barberry, Woodlawn, Maple, Fourth
neighborhood.

Service Department

The trash and recycling collection contract expires in
August and the City is seeking bids on that project.
“Trash collection is very expensive and complicated,”
the Mayor said. “It gets more expensive every year.
The contract we get may be different than we have
now. We’ll have to see what proposals they give us.”
The City will continue its sidewalk replacement project.
Sidewalks are property owners’ responsibility, the
Mayor said, but the City has been repairing and replacing some sidewalks as streets are paved. Several miles
of sidewalks already have been replaced.

Mayor Cyril Kleem delivers his annual State of the City Report.

The City is completing a water distribution study to see
how to improve water service. The Mayor reminded
residents that they can now pay their water bills online
at the City web site.

Recreation Department

There are 1,600 seniors enrolled in Silver Sneakers and
another 230 signed up via United Health Care’s Renew
Option. Renovations were completed at Jason Malone
Park and Tyler Field and new equipment was installed
at the Recreation Center. The City is looking at longrange plans for the Rec Center, which is a converted
skating rink and bowling alley dating from the 1950s.
The Mayor said an architectural firm has been consulted. “We know we have to do something,” he said.
“Either knock it down and build a new one or fix this
up. It all depends on cost.”

Exterior Maintenance

Inspectors patrol the City on specified routes, looking
for possible violations, such as peeling paint, uncut
grass or trash cans left out. Last year, they made 410
visits and responded to 178 citizen complaints. The
goal is “to maintain property values by making sure
people take care of their properties,” the Mayor said.
Very few cases end up in municipal court. “We try to
resolve these issues,” he said.

Community Outreach

The Community Outreach office offers a wide range of
services from the food pantry and senior programs to
grass cutting and snow removal for seniors and disabled
residents. Last year, the City received a $14,000 grant
from the county to help support senior programming.
This year, the City is eligible for a $20,000 county
grant. The food pantry partners with the Cleveland
Food Bank and fed around 300 people last year. The
Active Senior Network has 417 members and Senior
Wheels provides transportation for 500 people – around
180 rides a week. Dinner to Your Door is delivered to
35-40 seniors every week. Community Outreach also
fills backpacks with food for students who need help
with meals over the weekends. It provides Christmas
gifts and Easter baskets to the children of food pantry
clients. Many of these projects are made possible by
volunteers and donations.

Veterans Outreach Office

The Berea Veterans Outreach Office is the only one of
its kind in northeast Ohio and the only city program in
Ohio recognized by the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs as a “We Honor Veterans” city. The office and
its 23 volunteers served 1,200 veterans and their families in 2019, visiting homes, nursing homes and patients in hospice care. The Veterans Security Team
works with police to help at city events and provide
crossing guard services at Grindstone Elementary
School.
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, March 20

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects
that will not fit into the regular blue trash container.
Questions: Call Republic Services at
(800) 433-1309

Recycling Tip of the Month
Clothing is recyclable

Used and unusable clothing is recyclable. Clothing
in good condition can be donated to Church Street
Ministries, 1480 W. Bagley Road, Berea. All types
of clothing can be left at curbside in the orange bags
supplied by Simple Recycling. Simple Recycling
accepts all kinds of clothing, textiles and shoes.
Items in good condition are donated and torn or unusable items are recycled into work cloths or repurposed into other items. Leave the orange Simple Recycling bags at the curb during regular trash pickup
days. For more information, contact Simple Recycling at (866) 835-5068.

FISH FRIES

St. Mary Catholic Church

Lenten fish fries at the Father Garrity Center of St.
Mary Catholic Church, 250 Kraft St., will be 4:30-7
p.m., Fridays from Feb. 28 to April 3. The menu includes fried/baked fish, fried shrimp, pierogies, cabbage & noodles, french fries, coleslaw, mac n
cheese, pizza, rolls, dessert and beverages. Carry out
is available and there is a discount for seniors.

St. Adalbert Catholic Church

St. Adalbert fish fries will be 4:30-7:30 p.m., Feb. 28
to April 3 in the Keller Center, behind the church, 66
Adalbert St. The menu includes all-you-can-eat
baked cod, three types of pierogies, cabbage and
noodles, mac n cheese, mixed vegetables, fries, cole
slaw, rolls and beverage. There also will be a bake
sale. Adults, $12; seniors, $10; children, $6. Call
(440) 234-6830 for more information.

20th EDUCATION
FOUNDATION AUCTION
Thursday, March 5
Crowne Plaza Hotel
7230 Engle Road, Middleburg Heights
Doors open at 6:45 p.m.
75+ live & silent auction items
Wine & Beer Pulls
Door Prize Drawing
Catering by Tavolo 72
Tickets $45
www.educationfoundationberea.org
(216) 898-8270
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Primary election is March 17

Before you head off to the St. Patrick’s parade and
celebrations on Tuesday, March 17, remember to
vote.
March 17 is the date of the Primary Election in
Ohio. Usually, the Ohio Primary is in May but in
presidential election years, that date is moved to
March.
In Primary Elections, voters select Republican and
Democratic candidates for various offices to then
face off against opponents in the November General
Election. On the ballot on March 17 will be party
candidates for President of the United States, Congress, the Ohio Senate and House, Cuyahoga County
Council, County Prosecutor, Judges, among other
local offices.
The City of Berea and the Berea City School District
have no candidates and no issues on the March 17
ballot.
There is one county-wide issue on the ballot – Issue
33. Issue 33 is replacement of 3.9 mills and an increase of 0.8 mill to support Cuyahoga County
health and human services programs. If passed, the
tax would be in place for eight years. Cost of the
current 3.9 mills is $123 a year in property taxes for
the owner of a home valued at $100,000. The additional 0.8 mill adds $41.50 to that bill for a total cost
of $164.50 in property taxes for the owner of a home
valuated at $100,000. If approved, the levy would
become effective in 2020 and would appear on property tax bills in 2021.
Voters can request an issues-only ballot.
Polls are open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. To find a voting location or to apply for a Vote By Mail Ballot,
contact the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections at
www.boe.cuyahogacounty.us or call (216) 4438683.

Free tax preparation

Two organizations are offering free tax preparation
services – Baldwin Wallace University’s School of
Business and the AARP Tax-Aide site in Brook
Park.

BW Tax Clinic

BW offers free tax preparation through the Tax Clinic presented by the School of Business. The Clinic is
open on March 1, March 15 and March 22, beginning at 9 a.m.
Preparation services are located in the main lobby of
Kamm Hall, 191 E. Center St. Appointments can be
made by calling 211 or online at refundohio.org. No
appointment is needed if the taxpayer is dropping off
documents for pickup the following week.
Please note this is no longer a first-come, first-served
walk-in center. For more information and document
requirements, visit bw.edu/centers/tax-clinic.

AARP Tax-Aide Site

An AARP Tax-Aide site is located at Brook Park
United Methodist Church, 6220 Smith Road, Brook
Park. The site is open 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Thursdays
through April 9.
The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea and
is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor

Appointments are required. Call (216) 6776-4738
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays-Fridays.

To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608

Taxpayers should bring with them last year’s federal
and state returns, Social Security cards or other official ID for themselves and all members of the household and all W-2 and 1099 forms.

Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

The tax returns are prepared by AARP volunteers
and e-filed with the IRS.

Berea will collect hazardous
waste, electronics

The City of Berea is collecting household hazardous
waste, tires and unusable or outdated electronics from
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, April 10 and Saturday,
April 11.
Material can be dropped off at the Berea Service Garage, 400 Barrett Road.
A Shred Fest will be from 9 a.m. to noon on April 11
only, or until the truck is filled.
This service is for Berea residents only. Proof of residency is required. It is not open to businesses.

These household materials will be accepted:

Oil or solvent-based paint, sealers, primers or coatings (aerosol or liquid), varnishes, polyurethanes,
shellacs, paint thinner, mineral spirits, turpentine,
pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, caustic household
cleaners, pool chemicals, automotive fluids, motor
oil, adhesives, roof tar, driveway sealer, kerosene,
gasoline, lighter fluid.
Four-foot-long T-8 and T-12 fluorescent light bulbs
will be accepted.
Tires from passenger cars also will be accepted. Tires
must be 20 inches or less with no rims. There is a
limit of two tires per household. No large truck, motorcycle or bicycle tires will be accepted.

These materials will NOT be accepted:

Latex paint, all batteries, explosives, propane tanks,
gun powder, ammunition, flares, medical waste, pharmaceuticals, medicine, radioactive waste (smoke detectors), mercury vapor light bulbs or appliances.
Latex paint is comprised mainly of water. It can be
solidified by placing cat litter in the can. Once the
litter is absorbed, the can may be placed in the blue
rubbish container for disposal.

These electronics will be accepted:

Desktops, towers, laptops, computer monitors, keyboards and peripherals, printers, modems, tablets, ereaders, telecom devices, networking equipment, cables, cell phones and video game systems.
NO TELEVISIONS. Residents can put televisions
out on the curb for the scheduled monthly bulk trash
collection day.
For more information, call the Berea Service Garage
at (440) 826-5853 or go to www.cityofberea.org.

Beware of coyotes

There has been an increase in coyote sightings lately, according to Berea’s animal control officer.
This is because it is currently coyote mating season,
which runs from January through March. The Berea
Police does not respond to coyote sighting calls, unless the animal is sick or injured, and it does not
keep track of the sightings.
Here are a few tips to keep your animals safe from
coyotes:
1. Do not leave pet food and water out in your
yard.
2. Make sure your trash cans are secured, and trash
is not left out in bags.
3. Do not leave your animals outside unattended,
especially in areas where coyotes have been
sighted. Coyotes have the ability to dig under
fences and get over smaller ones.
4. Never let your dog interact or play with coyotes.
For more information, visit the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources web site - wildlife.ohio.dnr.gov.
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Police officer promoted
to sergeant

Berea police officer
Adam Laeng was
sworn in as the City’s
newest sergeant on
Feb. 10. Laeng has
been with the Berea
Police
Department
since 2005.
He takes over for Dan
Clark, who was promoted to police chief
last year. Laeng will
work the night shift.

Laeng graduated from
North Olmsted High
Mayor Cyril Kleem administers
the oath of office to Police Sgt. School in 1999 and
then attended the UniAdam Laeng.
versity of Toledo, majoring in criminal justice. He also is a graduate of the
police academy at Lorain County Community College.
He is a member of the Cuyahoga County OVI Task
Force. In 2018, was named Law Enforcement Officer of the Year by American Legion Post 91 of
Berea and Post 572 of Parma for successfully resolving a potential deadly force situation without injuries
at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds.
Several members of Laeng’s family are also involved in law enforcement. His father was a policeman in Westlake for 33 years. His brother, father-inlaw, brother-in-law, three uncles and a cousin are
also former or current police officers.
Laeng and his wife, Emily, and children, Jacob, Sydney and Nathan, live in Olmsted Township.

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local churches. Send items
to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Learning to affirm your faith story

“I’d Love to Tell the Story…But” is the topic for
this special program hosted by St. Paul Lutheran
Church and the Northeastern Ohio Synod. It is part
of the Cleveland-West Conference Gathering from 9
a.m. to noon on Saturday, March 14. The program
will explore how affirming it is to share faith stories
in everyday life. For more information, contact St.
Paul’s, 276 Bagley Road, (440) 243-1144.

Rise in Love serves free meals
every month

Rise in Love is offering free hot meals once a month
at the Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic Church,
66 Adalbert St. The meals are served on the third
Sunday of every month from 2-4 p.m. with doors
opening at 1 p.m. The next meal is set for March 15.

Coast-to-coast bike trip
is topic for lunch

Ron Isgro of Berea bicycled from Washington state
to Maine last summer in memory of his late wife and
to raise money for Southwest General Health Center’s hospice program. Isgro will recount his journey
at a United Methodist Women’s luncheon at 12:30
p.m. on March 21. Also, mark your calendars for the
spring garage sale April 22-24. The United Methodist Church of Berea is at 170 Seminary St.

MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS

The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked
hard to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to
work every day to deserve the honor and responsibility
you have given them.

1992 – 2007, in the capacity of
the athletic director at Berea
High School.

Rev. Dr. Patrick F. Hunt is the
husband of Linda Hunt to whom
he has been married for 49 years
and will enjoy their 50th anniversary in June 2020. They have
three children (Tony, Bill and
Carla); eight grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren. The
family moved from Davenport,
Iowa, to Berea in 1979.

Educationally, Rev. Hunt studied in a pre-med major at
Youngstown State University,
pastoral studies and Christian
Education at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, sociology at
Liberty University in Virginia,
and Master’s International University of Divinity
where he was able to earn his doctorate in biblical
studies.

Since 2007, he has been the senior
pastor at Heritage Congregational
Church of Berea. Prior to this assignment, he spent
time in many different ministries over the lifetime of
his career. Beginning in 1969, he served churches in
Chicago, Ill; Davenport, Iowa; and Berea. While in
Davenport, Rev. Hunt worked as a church planting
missionary with the Mennonite Church, as a radio
announcer with Radio Station WDLM, and received
referrals from the Scott County Juvenile Court ministering with Youth for Christ International. After
coming to Berea, his ministries included 26 years as
an associate pastor at People’s Community Church
serving alongside Rev. Leroy McCreary and a ministry director with Greater Cleveland Youth for Christ
in Glenville, Cleveland’s westside communities,
Olmsted Falls and Berea. Rev. Hunt spent 15 years,

Patrick Hunt is one of two chaplains currently serving the Berea Police Department. As a chaplain, the
pastor regularly rides with police officers on a weekly basis, as well as assisting officers to make death
notifications and assisting with the Community Engagement Unit.

Safety News You Can Use

City studies
trash hauling options

Chaplain
Patrick Hunt

(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)

Staying safe on the roads
during holiday weekends

St. Patrick’s Day is just around the corner. The celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, among other celebrated
holidays such as New Year’s Eve, Thanksgiving
Eve, and Cinco de Mayo, involves going out and
enjoying the day with friends. Whether you are of
Irish descent or not, many people enjoy going to the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and grabbing a corned beef
sandwich at their favorite local hangout. We would
like to use this opportunity to put the spotlight on the
importance of driving sober.
According the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, almost 30 people a day die in drunk
driving crashes, which is every 50 minutes. If you
think about it, all of these crashes are preventable
and that is why this is such an important issue. As
you know, law enforcement is highly vigilant during
these popular holidays in an attempt to keep people
safe on the roads.
So, what can you do to take precautions to make
sure you and your friends have a safe and enjoyable
St. Patrick’s Day? Plan a safe ride ahead of time if
you are consuming alcohol. Whether it’s using a taxi
service, or designating a sober driver, both are responsible options that will ensure you are making a
safe decision. Secondly, if you know someone has
been drinking, take their keys and help them arrange
a ride. Lastly, always wear your seatbelt. This is
your best defense on the road from unsafe drivers.
If you are caught on the road and charged with Operating a Vehicle Under the Influence, Ohio Revised
Code, 4511.19(A1), you face up to 6 months in jail
and a $1,075 fine. If you have prior convictions, the
penalties increase. Taxi services cost far less than
this and are a much safer option. If you are on the
road and observe a suspected impaired driver you
can call #677 or your local police department. Seems
like an easy decision. Be safe and have a fun St. Patrick’s Day if you choose to celebrate it!

One of the hobbies that the pastor enjoys is genealogy research. He traced his family roots to the Rev.
Robert Hunt, who was the first vicar of the Church of
England serving Jamestown in 1607. He is, also,
descended from Rev. Patrick Henry Thompson, who
escaped in the Underground Railroad just prior to the
Civil War and founded the Mount Olivet Baptist
Church in Uniontown, Pa. Pastor Hunt’s father, William Thomas Hunt, was a member of the Tuskegee
Airmen during World War II.

The City’s trash and recycling contract with Republic Services expires on Aug. 31 and Mayor Cyril
Kleem has formed an ad hoc committee to study the
options.
Service Director Paul Anzalone has put together a
package that includes 16 options for contractors to
bid on. All of the options include curbside recycling.
Other variables include yard waste pickup, weekly
bulk pickup, monthly bulk pickup and automated vs.
manual pickup.
The Ad Hoc Committee met on Jan. 31 to discuss
the options and City Council on Feb. 3 fast-tracked
an ordinance authorizing the City to go ahead and
request bids.
The City requested the extra time to allow all three
trash companies in this area the opportunity to put
together competitive bid packages. Expected to bid
are Republic, Kimble and Rumpke.
Mayor Kleem said the City had looked at joining a
consortium of other cities and at possibly piggybacking onto another community’s trash contract. Both of
those plans proved unfeasible when contract expiration dates did not coincide.
Anzalone said the City paid Republic $1.04 million
last year for trash and recycling pickup. He said that
was average for this area.
The original five-year contract with Republic is dated 2012 with three options for one-year extensions.
The Ad Hoc Trash and Recycling Committee members are Mayor Kleem, Anzalone, City Council President Jeff Dettmer, Ward 2 Council Representative
Chris McManis, Ward 3 Council Representative Jim
Maxwell and Ward 4 Council Representative Kim
Smith.
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At the Library
Life outside our solar system

“The Time is Now: Beginning the Search for Life Outside Our Solar System” will be presented by Dr. Scott
Gaudi of The Ohio State University as part of a Burrell
Observatory Open House and lecture on Friday, March
20. The lecture will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Mainstage
Theatre, Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley
Road. A free ticket is required. Go to bw.edu/tickets.
Events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets for
paid events are available at bw.edu/tickets. For a complete list of events, visit bw.edu/events or call (440)
826-2325. Other BW events in March include:
Faculty Recital: "Let Us Garlands Bring" Marc
Weagraff, baritone, and Jason Aquila, piano, present a
celebration of English song with works by Finzi, Duke,
Aquila and more. 3 p.m., Sunday, March 22, Fynette
Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49
Seminary St.
Brass Choir: Featuring classics and contemporary
works. 3 p.m., Sunday, March 22, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
"The Burial at Thebes" ($): By Sesmus Haney. Directed by Keira McDonald. This retelling of the myth
of Antigone presents a dysfunctional family in crisis
and the aftermath that comes with pride, gender inequality and the threat of tyranny. 7:30 p.m., Wednesday
-Saturday, March 25-28, Black Box Theatre, Kleist
Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Jazz Ensemble: Performing contemporary and classic
jazz under the direction of Gabriel Piqué. 8 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 25, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas
Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Lecture: "Bach & Computing." Computer science professor Dr. Andrew Watkins, Conservatory faculty Dr.
Jessica Narum and students present their collaborative
work on computational musicology. 3:10 p.m., Thursday, March 26, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical
Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Faculty & Guest Recital: "Bach & Before." Nicole
Keller, organ; Sean Gabriel, flute; and friends present a
recital exploring Bach's predecessors and contemporaries. 3 p.m., Saturday, March 28, Gamble Auditorium,
Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.

Great Lakes, Great Beer, Great Stories

Join Michael Williams of the Great Lakes Brewing
Co. on Monday, March 9 as he tells the history of
GLBC and shares stories about the people, places and
phenomena behind the local brewery. The program
begins at 7 p.m.
Reservations are requested for all programs except
weekly children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other programs in
March at the Berea Branch are:

FOR ADULTS

Social Media and Isolation: Dr. Philip D. Manning,
professor of Sociology from Cleveland State University, will explore the connection between social media
and isolation in our communities. Part of the One
Community Reads Series of programs. 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 4.
Plan Your Walt Disney World Vacation: Karli
Keene, ET Family Travel Concierge, will teach you
everything you need to know to book a Disney vacation that you will never forget. 7 p.m., Monday,
March 16.
Pruning and Deadheading: When, Why and How?
Interested in improving the appearance and increasing
the vigor of your plants? The Cuyahoga County Master Gardeners will discuss appropriate time and proper
technique for pruning and deadheading. Sponsored by
the Friends of Berea Branch Library. 7 p.m., Monday, March 30.

FOR TWEENS and TEENS

NASA Young Innovators Mechatronics (Grades 612): Are you a tinkerer? Want to learn how to put together a drone? Join our NASA engineers on an adventure to explore the multidisciplinary world of
mechatronics! All supplies provided. Registration
required. 2 p.m., Saturday, March 14.
STEAM Team: Make a Robotic Hand (Grades 4-8)
Explore the way a hand moves, then build your own
robotic hand and test how it functions. 7 p.m., Tuesday, March 17.

Teen Space (Grades 6-12): Join us for quick and
easy crafts, fun activities, and mini service projects.
Share your ideas of how to make the library a better
place. 4 p.m., Wednesday, March 18.
Arduino Basics (Grades 6-12): Learn how to build
and code electronic circuits using Arduino Uno in
this introductory class. 6:30 p.m., Wednesday,
March 18.

FOR CHILDREN

Weekly Children’s Storytimes run throughout the
month of March. Call (440) 234-5475 or visit cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and ages. Storytimes are available for children from birth
through age five. Registration is not required for
weekly storytimes.
Family Literacy Night (Grades K-3 with a caregiver): Join us for hands-on literacy activities designed
by teacher candidates in the School of Education at
Baldwin Wallace University. Activities will be
geared for students in grades K-3. 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 3.
Young Explorers: Candy, Chemistry and Confections (Grades K-5with a caregiver) Join us for an
evening full of sweet stories, games, crafts and a life
-size Land of Candy adventure, as well as science
experiments exploring the chemistry of your favorite
sweet treats. 7 p.m., Thursday, March 5.
Music & Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years
with a caregiver) Enjoy a high-energy session of
music and movement using shakers, bean bags,
scarves and more. Registration required. 3:30 pm.,
Monday, March 9.
Fabulous Fridays: Down on the Farm (Ages 2 to 5
with a caregiver) Stories, songs & crafts featuring
farm animals. Stay after storytime to enjoy a variety
of farm-inspired games, toys and activities. 10:30
a.m., Friday, March 20.

Marting Humanities Lecture Series: "Religious Freedom in Crisis: Favoritism, Animus, and Upheaval, and
What Happens Next" with Daniel Mach, director of the
ACLU Program on Freedom of Religion and Belief and
adjunct professor at George Washington University
Law School. He leads a wide range of religious-liberty
litigation, advocacy and public education efforts nationwide. 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 31, Sandstone
Three, Strosacker Hall, 125 Tressel St.

BEREA BUSINESS &
PROFESSIONAL WOMEN
75th Anniversary Celebration
5:30 p.m. Networking
6 p.m. Buffet Dinner
Thursday, March 12
Perk Cup Café, 561 W. Bagley Road

“Eight Flavors: The Untold Story of
American Cuisine”
Presented by Sarah Lohman, culinary historian
Door Prizes – 50/50 – Silent Auction
Cost: $30 per person
Reservations by March 5
Contact kpkell@sbcbglobal.net or
(440) 235-6871

Maryssa’s Mission
Foundation
Annual Spring Banquet
3-7 p.m., Sunday, March 29
Ahern Banquet Center
726 Avon Belden Road
Avon Lake
Tickets $60
www.mmfkids.org
P.O. Box 443
Berea, OH 44017
All proceeds benefit families of medically
fragile children

Berea Community Outreach
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News Briefs
Sprague Road rezoning OK’d
by Planning Commission

A request to rezone two vacant parcels of land on
Sprague Road from residential single-family to multi
-family residential was approved unanimously by
Planning Commission on Feb. 6. The property owner, Van Kirkendall, plans to build a six-unit apartment complex on the site. The size of the combined
parcels is less than ½ acre. A study by Jay Stewart,
the City’s zoning consultant, and an inspection by
Michael McCourt, the City’s zoning administrator,
found the change to be consistent with the Master
Plan. The rezoning request was originally heard by
Planning Commission in December but because notices of the request were not delivered by the Post
Office to nearby homeowners before the meeting,
City Council sent the issue back to Planning Commission. The matter now returns to City Council,
which will make the final decision on the rezoning.

Nick Haschka appointed
to Planning Commission

Former Ward 2 Councilman Nick Haschka has been
appointed to the Planning Commission by Mayor

LEGAL LINES

(Information in Legal Lines is supplied by the
City of Berea Law Department)

U.S. Supreme Court sets
legal tone for country

Is this the time of year that you think about the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS)? Or do
you pay zero attention when the Court comes up?
The Supreme Court Justices were attendees at the
State of the Union address at the beginning of February, and they have been in the news with hearings
scheduled at the end of March. In addition, due to
recent events, Chief Justice Roberts has notably been
in the news for his role in the Impeachment Trial of
President Donald Trump.
As the decisions from the highest court in the land
impact all citizenry, directly or indirectly, many may
not know or understand the ins and outs of the
Court. While there is much interesting information
one can learn, the High Court may seem like quite
the bore to some. However, for those interested in
learning more about SCOTUS, their official website
is at https://www.supremecourt.gov/ . The rich history of the Court, its unique traditions that continue
through today, information on oral arguments, opinions, visiting the court and much more can be found
at that link.
If you prefer more editorialized information, check
out https://www.scotusblog.com/ for daily blog updates detailing cases, academia relative to SCOTUS,
statistics, podcasts, videos and other information.
This blog has an editorial staff, as well as regular
contributors who not only blog about SCOTUS hearings, but they present calendar information, and academic pieces.
Regardless of their political leanings, the nine Supreme Court Justices are the influential legal minds
who have and will set the court of justice in our
country for decades.
“We have a complex system of government. You
have to teach it to every generation.” – Sandra Day
O’Connor, Supreme Court Justice

Cyril Kleem. Haschka served on Council from 20082020. He also was a member of the Shade Tree Commission and the Southwest Suburban Council of
Governments. He chaired the Berea Court Committee and the Building Committee and founded and
runs the Berea Car Show, which meets in the Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall during the summer. Haschka was a truck driver for 28 years and a
union official for 16 years. He is trained in mediation. Haschka replaces Planning Commission member Leon Dozier, who was elected to City Council in
November. The appointment is for five years.

Southwest nursing care receives award

Southwest Community Health System, parent organization of Southwest General Health Center, has received the Pathway to Excellence designation from
the American Nurses Credentialing Center. Southwest is one of only seven locations in Ohio to be
awarded this designation. According to a news release, the Pathway designation is a global credential
that highlights the hospital’s commitment to creating
a healthy work environment for nurses with high job
satisfaction, reduced turnover, improved safety and
better patient outcomes.

SCHOOL NEWS

District students win Elks essay contest

Four Berea-Midpark Middle School students have
placed in the Berea Elks Lodge’s annual essay
contest. The theme this year was “What Does
Freedom of Speech Mean to Me?” The lodge received more than 750 essays from students in
grades 5-8 from local school districts. Winners
will move on to the northeast Ohio district contest.
Berea-Midpark Middle School winners were
Lacey Milhoane, grade 6; Anna Cavanaugh, grade
8; Mackenzie Roth, grade 6; and Katherine Errington, grade 7.

BEREA ARTS FEST

Now accepting applications
from artists
Deadline is April 18
Fee: $20
Download application form at
www.bereaartsfest.org
For more information, call (440) 891-1102

The 30th Berea Arts Fest will be:
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 13
Front Street in Downtown Berea

BEREA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Old World Pasta &
Meatball Dinner
4:30-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 28

Catered by Santo’s Restaurant
Tickets $12 adults, $10 seniors
$6 children 6-12
Tickets at Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
Or call (440) 665-1715
All proceeds support the Berea Historical
Society’s programs preserving Berea history.

Lunch Heroes help students
pay for meals

The Berea City School District’s Lunch Heroes
program allows donors to provide funds to offset
students’ negative balances for school breakfasts
and lunches. The funds will be applied at the end
of the school year and dispersed evenly to each
school unless donors have indicated the funds for
a specific school. To donate, download a donation
form
from
the
district’s
web
site,
www.berea.k12.oh.us and mail or drop off to Berea City School District, attn. Treasurer’s Department, 390 Fair St., Berea, OH 44017. Make
checks payable to the Berea City School District.
Donations can be made anonymously.

Reservations needed for
Polaris’ Savour restaurant

Diners hoping to eat at Savour, Polaris Career
Center’s student-run restaurant, should plan ahead.
The popular eatery takes reservations weeks ahead
of time. During March, Savour will be open
March 3-6, March 17-20 and March 31-April 3.
There is limited availability in April. Savour will
be open April 21 and in May only during May 5-8.
Call (440) 891-7685. Seatings are at 11:30 a.m.,
noon and 12:45 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, March 29
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Berea Recreation Center
451 Front St., Berea
Free admission all day

This event will be a great time to get membership information, try-out equipment, learn about
our adult, senior, and youth programs (including
classes), ask general questions about the rec
center, rentals, insurance programs (Silver
Sneakers, Renew Active, and PRIME), and our
Berea Municipal Outdoor Pool!
We hope you will stop up and see all the Berea
Recreation Center has to offer!
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Vietnam vet creates decorative U.S. Flags

Kiwanis Club of Berea says

Bryan Knepper’s garage is filled with woodworking
equipment and stacks of pine.
The Kiwanis Club of Berea says thank you to the City of
Berea, the Berea Service Department and the sponsors of
our American Flags Over Berea for helping us to support
our many community activities and service projects, including: Grindstone K-Kids; Berea-Midpark High School Key
Club; Baldwin Wallace University Circle K; Citizenship
Day; Hanson House; five $2,000 scholarships for graduating seniors; Key Leader (service leadership training for
high school students); four local foodbanks; and the Summer Lunch Program just to name a few.
Above the Barre
Alloy Engineering
Amanda & Kevin Haas
American Int'l Construction
American Legion Auxiliary &
SALS Unit 91
American Legion Post 91
Baker-Osinski-Kensinger Funeral
Home
Baldwin-Wallace University
Barb Draves
Barb Evans
Beetler's Auto Body
Benjamin Franklin Pluming
Bob and Susie Colvin
Berea Chamber of Commerce
Berea City Club
Berea City School District
Berea Family Chiropractic
Berea Fire Department
Berea Historical Society
Berea Kiwanis
Berea Laser Wash
Bill DeVito
Bill Nelson Family
Brennan Electric
Brian Britt, DDS
Brown Hardware
Bruce & Diane McLaughlin
Café Ah Roma
Cleveland Browns
Clint Williams Realty
Clyde Barter Family
Colony Roofing
Cons Templeman
Cuyahoga County Fair
Dan Malloy & Family
Dave Tressel
David and Karen Petrus
David Purdy Family
Defino Family
Dennis Kushlak Family
Dik & Karen Malott & Family
Don Goebel Family
Donald L. Williams
Dr. Terry Daniel
Durand Hopkins
Ed & Diane White
Elaine & Larry Myers & Family
Sally Eldermire
Estabrook Corp.
Ferrell-Whited Physical Therapy
Services- Dr. Bill Bedford II
Fulchiron Family
Gary Smith Family
Gerald Boggs Family

Giant Eagle
Grindstone PTA
Helwig Whistle Stop
Huge Heating & Cooling
J&J Appliance
James Baker
Jeanne & Jeff Haas
John & Kathy Chapman
John McCauly & Family
Judge Mark Comstock
Kathy & Kevin Conrad
Ken Volpe
Kim & Dan Smith & Family
Kruger Consulting, Inc.
Lalene & David Kay
Little Shop of Holly's
Lou Groza Football
Makovich & Pusti Architects, Inc.
Mark and Susan Hans
Marie & Tom Herr
Maryssa’s Mission Foundation
Mayor Cyril Kleem
MetroPet Veterinary Clinic
Midwest Transatlantic Lines
Mike & Mary Eckert & Family
Mikes Bar and Grill
Mike Nairn & Family
Nick Haschka, Councilman
North Shore Mechanical
Northwestern Skilled Nursing Home
OhioGuidestone
Parkway Barber & Styling
Polaris Career Center
Quadstar
Quarry Masonic Lodge
Rev. Leroy & Elaine McCreary
Robert Basalla DDS, Kevin Chang,
MD & Mark Hans, DDS
Rochelle Friedrich DDS
Russ Hill Family
Sandstone Animal Hospital
Sandy Madzy
ServiceMaster Cleaning
Sherman, Key & Phelps
Southwest Family Physicians
Southwest General Health Center
St. Mary's School
The Surgery Center
Sylvester's Auto
& Light Truck Service
Templeman Family
Wargo & Wargo, Co. L.P.A.
Wendy Myers
Will Smith Family
Willoughby Supply

For more info., or to purchase a flag for 2020,
Please contact Larry Myers at
emyers34@aol.com or (440) 243-7322

KIWANIS EMPTY
BOWL SUPPER

5-7 p.m. Friday, April 17
Berea-Midpark High School Cafeteria
Tickets: $20 for adults
$10 for children 7-14
6 and under are FREE
Souvenir bowl - soup - salad - rolls - water - dessert
Silent auction

Proceeds will go to:

Berea Community Outreach
Church Street Ministries
People’s Community Church Food Pantry
SCAN Hunger Center
For tickets, please call (440) 234-6070

He fashions those pieces of wood into decorative
U.S. Flags. Some reflect a branch of the Armed
Forces. Some pay homage to Safety Forces. He has
donated flags to the Berea Police and Fire Departments and to the Veterans Outreach Office.
“We’ve lived in Berea most of our lives,” said Knepper, a Pennsylvania native. “I wanted to give back to
the community.”
An Army veteran of the Vietnam War, Knepper said
his unit (he served with Delta Company, 1st BN 6th
Infantry, 198th Light Infantry Brigade, Americal Division) gets together every year for a reunion.
“There’s a brotherhood there,” he said. Knepper recalls receiving incoming fire along Highway One
outside Chu Lai. “It was chaotic,” he said. “I asked
the lieutenant if I could handle the radio so at least
I’d know what was going on.” From then on, Knepper was the RTO for his unit.
In a way, his wartime service led to the flag project.
He said he has always needed to keep busy. He retired from American Airlines in 2005 after 25 years
and then worked another 19 years for Professional
Travel. In between, he and a friend operated a snowplowing business, and Knepper also sold shoes at JC
Penney. His wife, Linda, is retired program director
for the Lupus Foundation.
In his 40s, he met his birth father, who was a woodworker, creating doll houses. “Some of that rubbed
off on me, I guess,” Knepper said.

Bryan Knepper uses a band saw and other woodworking
equipment in his small garage workshop to create this
special U.S. Flag as a tribute to the Army.

holders for hanging baskets of flowers.
Then came the flags. He donated a special U.S. Flag
with the iconic blue stripe to the Police Department
and one with a red stripe to the Fire Department.
“They are part of that brotherhood, too,” Knepper
said. Other flags bear the insignia of Ohio State, the
Browns’ Dawg Pound, the Cavs. Knepper said he’s
made 15-20 so far.
He buys the pine from Menard’s or Lowe’s, then
cuts off the ends to measure 37 inches. He uses a
stencil for the design. The boards are each hand polished and coated to bring out the grain. The flags can
be hung inside or out. He puts a special coating on
the outside flags to ensure their durability.

He watched videos on YouTube and by trial and error taught himself the woodworking craft. He started
out making swings for his three daughters’ families.
That progressed to making a new entryway for one
daughter’s home plus toys for the grandkids and

He calls the woodworking projects a “hobby-ish.”
He donates some and sells some but doesn’t intend
for this to be an on-going business.

RECRUITING VETERANS
SECURITY TEAM
MEMBERS

Businesses can request
veterans’ parking spots

Veterans are trained by the Berea Police
Department to supplement Police and Auxiliary
officers at city events.
During the school year, they work as school
Crossing Guards.

•

•

Requirements:
Honorably Discharged Veteran.

•

Finger prints/background check.
Trained by the Police Department.

“I’m proud of my country,” Knepper said. “I want to
put those flags in a patriotic home.”

The City will install Veterans Reserved Parking
Spaces at businesses and
organizations that request it.

The reserved spots will
resemble the one installed at City Hall in
2016. The pavement is
painted blue with a white
star. A nearby sign indicates Veterans Reserved This Veterans Reserved Parking spot was dedicated by
Parking. The spot is lo- Mayor
Cyril Kleem and local
cated by the American veterans in October 2016.
flag pole near the en- The City will install similar
veterans spots at businesses
trance to City Hall.
that request one.

The Veterans Outreach
Office will assist with the installation and the parking spot will be painted by the Berea Service Department.
For more information, contact the Veterans Outreach
Office at wspringer@cityofberea.org or call (440)
973-4567.

For more information or to apply contact:
Veterans Outreach Office at (440) 973-4567 or
wspringer@cityofberea.org

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME BEGINS

Veterans do not need to be a resident
of Berea to apply.

Set clocks AHEAD one hour
Also, check batteries in smoke detectors

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
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Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Veterans Outreach
to staff information table

The Veterans Outreach Office will staff an information table at the Berea Recreation Center, 451
Front St., from 10 a.m. to noon on Wednesday,
March 4 and Wednesday, March 18. Information will
be available for veterans and their families.

Cole named Officer of the Year

Air Force Capt. Jason Cole, a 1996 graduate of Berea
High School and son of Gary Cole of Berea, has been
named Company Grade Officer of the Year for the
Eastern Air Defense Sector and the New York Air
National Guard’s 224th Air Defense Group. Cole was
rated “exceptional in all areas.” He played a key role
in planning and conducting air defense operations for
the 2019 Super Bowl, United Nations General Assembly and presidential travel.

Lady vets invited to lunch

Medina County Women of the Military invites all
women veterans to lunch at 11 a.m. March 14 at
Kelly’s Café, 1661 Pearl Road, Brunswick. MCWM
includes lady vets from all ranks and services. The

Law/tax office offers free
services for vets, safety forces

Mark Dent opened his tax and law offices on Feb. 1
in downtown Berea and will dedicate three days every quarter to community service.
On March 12-14, Dent will prepare wills for veterans, police and firefighters at no charge. He also
will provide strategies to avoid probate and reduce
taxes.
Dent, a former JAG attorney, said he was inspired
by an incident when he and his wife were stationed
in Las Vegas. An older man was waiting in line
ahead of him at the store and could not pay for his
items. Dent says he feels badly that he didn’t help
out. “I swore I would never be a bystander again,”
he said.
On the Mark Tax Service and the Law Office of
Mark Dent are located in the Huntington Bank
Building, 40 Front St., Suite 301 – across the hall
from Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office. Call (216)
352-0551 to schedule an appointment for Free Will
Days.

group meets monthly at restaurants throughout Cuyahoga and Medina counties. Members live in a fivecounty Greater Cleveland area. For more information, check out the Medina County Women of the
Military Facebook page or email mcwomilitary@yahoo.com.

Veterans Hall of Fame
accepting nominations

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame is accepting nominations to recognize those vets who continue to serve
communities through volunteerism, professional distinction, advocacy, public service or philanthropy.
Nomination deadline is June 1. Guidelines, a sample
nomination and more information are at
dvs.ohio.gov.

VA announces banking program

The Veterans Administration is partnering with the
Association of Military Banks of America to make it
easier for vets to receive and manage VA benefits.
The new Veterans Benefits Banking Program offers
direct deposit as well as long-term financial advice.
To enroll or find a bank that takes part in VBBP, go
to benefits.va.gov/banking or veteransbenefitsbanking.org. Vets also can call (800) 827-1000.

Take a soldier home

Residents are invited to
Take a Soldier Home –
even if it’s just symbolic.

Boxes of toy plastic soldiers have been placed at
the Berea Recreation Center, Parkway Barber Shop,
Café Ah Roma and St.
Paul Lutheran Church
with an invitation to take
one in remembrance of
those who are serving in Boxes filled with toy soldiers are
at the Berea Recreation Center,
our armed forces.
Café Ah Roma, Parkway Barber

The Veterans Outreach Shop and St. Paul Lutheran
Church.
Office asks residents to
place the soldier in a place that will remind you to pray
for all the men and women who are serving and have
served our country.
Businesses and organizations that would like a Take a
Soldier Home box can contact the Veterans Outreach
Office at veterans@cityofberea.org or call (440) 9734567.

Family donates gift card
to veteran

Carol Keydash of Berea presented a $180
Eddie Bauer gift card
to Richard “Doc”
Schaedler, a Navy
medical
corpsman
assigned to the Marine Corps during the
Vietnam War. Keydash said she turned
in to Eddie Bauer an
old coat that belonged
to her brother-in-law, Delmer Glenn Savage of
Maryland. Savage was a Marine in Vietnam in
1964. Eddie Bauer in turn sent her the gift certificate. She said she wanted the gift card to go to
another veteran and asked Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office to select one of its veteran volunteers. Schaedler served as a medical corpsman
from 1962-66.

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
Army Veteran Dale Eckert of Berea served in
Vietnam from July 1966
to July 1967.
He was assigned to the
94th Maintenance Detachment out of Bien Hua but
spent some time with the
Fleet
Marine
Force
providing field repair and
maintenance for radio
Dale Eckert
equipment for 175mm
howitzers. That four-month duty took him to Dong
Ha, about 16 miles from the North Vietnamese lines.

“I was all over that country,” Eckert said.
After his discharge from the Army in 1968, Eckert
worked for Lear-Siegler in Maple Heights, testing
parts for military aircraft. He then worked for AT&T
for 20 years followed by 20 years with Southwest
General Health Center in the data department and as
a unit secretary. Retired now, he volunteers at Southwest.
He also volunteers with the Veterans Outreach Office, visiting nursing homes and veterans in hospice
care with Chaplain Willie Springer. Eckert is the
Veterans Office resident musician. He plays guitar at
many of the veterans’ functions.

Eckert also is a member of Veterans Security Team
and works several days a week as a crossing guard at
Grindstone Elementary School. He is active with his
church, Christ the King in North Olmsted as an usher
and with several ministries.
During the summer, you’ll see him staffing the concession stand at Jason Malone Park during baseball
games.
A native of Maple Heights, Eckert and his family
moved to Berea in 1976. He and his wife have three
adult sons.

Community Events
March 2: City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m., Council
Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
March 2: Orthodox Lent Begins.

March 18: 50th Anniversary of Apollo 8. The Moon
Landing 1969 and Beyond. Presented by NASA engineer Craig Williams, 7 p.m., Berea Historical Society,
118 E. Bridge St. Free.

March 5: Coffee & Conversation with School Superintendent. 8-9 a.m., Spudnuts, 650 Prospect St.

March 19: First Day of Spring.

March 5: Education Foundation Auction. 6:45 p.m.,
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 7230 Engle Road, Middleburg
Heights. Tickets, www.educationfoundationberea.org.

March 20: No School. Berea City School District.
Teacher Work Day.

March 20: Bulk Trash Day.

March 8: DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS. Set
clocks ahead one hour.

March 23-27: Spring Break. Berea City School District.

March 11: Berea Cares. 6 p.m., Smith School, 535
Wyleswood Drive.

March 24: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus –
Berea Group. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library.

March 11: Let’s Green Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch
Library, 7 Berea Commons. A citizen group dedicated to
local responses to climate change demands. (440) 2390185.

March 25: Berea Police Discuss Personal Safety.
1:30 p.m., Smith School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. Free.
Hosted by Berea Community Outreach.

March 12: 75th Anniversary Berea Business & Professional Women. 5:30 p.m. Networking, 6 p.m. Buffet
Dinner, Perk Cup Café, 561 W. Bagley Road. “Eight
Flavors: The Untold Story of American Cuisine” with
culinary historian Sarah Lohman. $30 per person. Contact kpkell@sbcglobal.net or (440) 235-6871.
March 15: Berea Community Outreach Fundraiser.
8 a.m. – 1- p.m., Max & Erma’s, 7035 Engle Road, Middleburg Heights. A percentage of purchase will be donated to Berea Community Outreach.
March 16: City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m., Council
Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
March 17: ST. PATRICK’S DAY.
March 17: PRIMARY ELECTION. Polls open 6:30
a.m. – 7:30 p.m.
March 17: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler
Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
March 18: Berea Millstream Quilters. 1 p.m., Berea
Branch Library.

March 26: Red Cross Blood Drive. 1-7 p.m., Berea
Branch Library. Sponsored by Berea Kiwanis.
March 26: Southwest Republican Women’s Club.
11:30 a.m., Colony Room, BW’s Strosacker Hall, 125
Tressel St. $15 for buffet lunch. For reservations, call
(440) 243-7173 by March 21.
March 26: Berea Republican Club. 7 p.m., Berea
Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St. Guest is an ADFaffiliated attorney. Questions, email be.repub@aol.com.
March 28: Vietnam Vets Memorial Breakfast. 10
a.m.-noon, Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St. Free.
RSVP by March 15 to wspringer@cityofberea.org or
(440) 973-4567.

Tuesday, March 10 at noon
St. Paul Lutheran Church | Cost: $5
Registration and payment due: March 6
March roars in like a lion and spring is just around
the corner. It’s time for another luncheon. Entertainment sponsored by Riverview Pointe Care Center.
Estimated Senior Wheels pickup time: 1:30 p.m.

Spring’s Eve Celebration

Wednesday, March 18
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Active Senior Network | Cost: $2
Registration required: March 12
Be like those budding flowers and bust out of the
house to welcome spring with violinist James Kelley. Light refreshments will be provided.
Estimated Senior Wheels pickup time: 1p.m.

Wednesday, March 25
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Active Senior Network | Cost: $2
Registration required: March 19

Wii Bowling Banquet
Wednesday, March 11
10 – 11 a.m.
Active Senior Network

Wii Bowling league members, it’s Banquet time!
Another 12 weeks of bowling are in the books and it
is time to celebrate the accomplishments of the season.
Estimated Senior Wheels pickup time: 11:30 a.m.

Brown Bag Buddies

Wednesday, March 4
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Active Senior Network | Free

Whether you’re hungering for corned beef, pastrami,
BLTs, fresh salads or Mediterranean and Middle Eastern cuisine, Joe’s Deli has something to satisfy everyone’s taste. After lunch enjoy a scenic ride in the Metro
Parks.

•

Monthly luncheon

Estimated Senior Wheels pickup time:1:30 p.m.

Due to the popularity of the About Town Trips and the
limited spaces available the registration process will be
the same as the bus trips. See procedure below.

•

UPCOMING ACTIVE
SENIOR NETWORK
PROGRAMS &EVENTS

Enjoy 2 slices of pepperoni pizza, pop, and chips
followed by multiple games of Bingo, where noncash prizes will be awarded. Event sponsored by
Northwestern Healthcare Center.

March 29: Maryssa’s Mission Foundation Banquet.
3-7 p.m., Ahern Banquet Center, 726 Avon Belden
Road, Avon Lake. Tickets, www.mmfkids.org.

The pickup location for this free ride is at the
Berea Rec Center, 451 Front St.

•
•
•

www.cityofberea.org

March 29: National Vietnam War Veterans Day.

Monday, March 23
10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Free Ride | Meal on your own

Berea residents 60 years and older only.
NO walk-in registrations will be permitted on registration day.
Registration will be on March 12 at 8:30 a.m.
Only two people per registration please.
The name, address, and phone number of each Berea
resident must be provided at the time of registration.
Have this information handy when you call.
No registration of any kind will be taken before
March 12.
The About Town hotline number is (440) 234-6170.

POSTAL PATRON
(440) 826-5800

Pizza Bingo

19215 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River

•
•

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. PAID
BEREA, OH
PERMIT #333
ECRWSS

March 28: Berea Historical Society Old World Pasta & Meatball Dinner. 4:30-7:30 p.m., St. Mary’s
Garrity Center, 250 Kraft St. Catered by Santo’s Restaurant. Tickets $12 adults, $10 seniors, $6 children 612. Call (440) 665-1715.

Active Senior Network About Town Bus Trip

About Town Trip Registration

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017

Bring your lunch and join your friends for an afternoon of games.
Estimated Senior Wheels pickup time: 1:30 p.m.

SENIOR BUS TRIP:
SPACES STILL AVAILABLE!

National Comedy Center/ Laughter, Lunch,
Laughter Tour - Jamestown, N.Y.
Wednesday, April 29
Cost: $50
Bus will begin boarding at 6:45 a.m. at Coe Lake

Departure: 7 a.m. | Returning: 7 p.m.

For more information, please contact Michelle at
(440) 234-6170 or visit www.cityofberea.org

April Fool’s Brown Bag Buddies
Wednesday, April 1
11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m.
Active Senior Network | Free
Registration required

No foolin’ if you register for Brown Bag Buddies on
April Fools you won’t get a trick you will get a
sweet treat! Remember to pack a lunch.
Estimated Senior Wheels pickup time:1:30 p.m.

