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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem

January may be cold and
snowy but there are several
events to get us out and
about. And busy.
The Inauguration Ceremony for Mayor and members
of Berea City Council will
be 2 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 5 in
the auditorium of BereaMidpark High School.
Here’s your chance to meet
the four new members of
Council plus chat with me and all of Council. Our
first Council meeting of the new year will be Jan. 6.
We’re ready to work together to make Berea the
best it can be.
Again, the City is collaborating with Baldwin Wallace University, local churches and the Berea
Branch Library to bring you a week full of exciting
programs to honor Martin Luther King Jr. Week,
Jan. 19-23. A listing of events is elsewhere in this
issue of The Berean. The theme this year is
“Tipping the Scales for Justice.” Whether you take
part in the candlelight march or enjoy the prayer
breakfast, I’m sure you will be inspired by all this
30th annual celebration has to offer. MLK Week
began in 1989 when then-Mayor Stanley Trupo and
the late City Council President Mary Ashbrook
joined with BW officials in the first candlelight
march, which ended with a service in the BW
Chapel. The observance has grown since then and
is widely regarded as one of the most wellorganized and comprehensive in the area.
On Jan. 21, we will recognize the City’s outstanding volunteers at the Spirit of Community banquet
at the Father Keller Center, St. Mary’s Catholic
Church. I began this program when I was first
elected to office. The first people I honored were
my parents, John and Farrel Kleem, for their devotion to Berea and their lifelong commitment to
helping others. For example, my mother began the
Blanket-Making Party at the Berea Rec Center
where residents bring in pieces of fleece material to
be cut and tied into blankets, which are donated to
area charities. This year 100 blankets went to the
Veterans Outreach Office, Maryssa’s Mission
Foundation, Fill This House and Cleveland Angels.
Each year, we honor individuals, groups and businesses that give time, talent and treasure to support
our community. It is an honor and privilege to publicly recognize these outstanding volunteers, none
of whom seek the limelight but all of whom deserve our utmost thanks.

Our Facebook, Twitter &
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio
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Grant sought for downtown WiFi
The City of Berea is applying for a grant to install WiFi in the downtown area.
If approved, the $50,000 county grant would
provide wireless internet and network connections in the Coe Lake Park area and surrounding
neighborhoods. The WiFi network would be divided into separate public and government channels.
The public channels would provide service for
daily users of the area as well as patrons of City
events such as concerts, festivals, car shows and
private events including weddings and parties.
The government channels would provide service
for City workers doing maintenance and security.
The project would be divided into phases with
Phase 1 including the amphitheater area, gazebo,
pavilion, outdoor pool, Mucklo Park, municipal
parking lot and McKelvey Park. Phase 2 would
include the Triangle area and the rest of downtown.
The grant is through the 2020 Cuyahoga County

Supplemental Grant Program and the County
Development Department. The funds would be
used to install the equipment needed to provide
the WiFi signal. This will include new conduit
cased fiber optic lines to key hub locations in the
park. Fiber optic switches, controllers, antennas
and radios also will be provided.
The City will use as much existing infrastructure
as possible. That includes light poles and structures already in place.
Mayor Cyril Kleem said the City wanted to submit an application for a project that would score
well by benefitting a large number of users. He
said the WiFi project would have an impact on a
large number of people and would be a public
benefit.
“The businesses have been asking for this,” the
Mayor said as has Baldwin Wallace University.
If the grant is awarded, construction will take
place in the spring or summer of 2020. The grant
application is due Jan. 4. No selection date has
been announced by the county.

Berea letter carrier named Humanitarian of the Year
Mitchell Rivas of Berea has been named Humanitarian of the Year by the National Association of Letter Carriers.
The letter carriers union said Rivas was honored
for his efforts to help hospitalized children and
their families through his Maryssa’s Mission
Foundation. Rivas and his wife, Mindy, began
the foundation in 2015 shortly after the death of
their daughter, Maryssa, at age 2, of congenital
heart failure.
Rivas, a Marine Corps veteran, is assigned to the
Berea Post Office. He was one of several Postal
Service Heroes honored during a banquet in
Washington, D.C., on Oct. 30. Frederic V.
Rolando, president of the NALC, said Rivas
“turned a very personal tragedy into a gift for
others.”
The Maryssa’s Mission Foundation has supported more than 2,000 medically fragile children
and their families with toys, food and lodging
for families while children undergo treatment.
Rivas also works with the Berea Police Department to collect and deliver toys during the
Christmas season.
After Maryssa’s death, Rivas returned to work to
find homeowners on his route had lined the
street with pink ribbons as a show of support. “I
feel their love,” he said at the time.

Berea postal worker Mitchell Rivas accepts the Humanitarian Award from the National Association of
Letter Carriers in Washington, D.C.

Rivas has “helped to inspire an entire community,” Rolando said during the award presentation.
As he accepted the award, Rivas thanked his fellow letter carriers and his fellow award winners.
“We represent a small segment of what the Postal Service offers,” he said. “We put the Service
into Postal Service.”
Rivas said he and Mindy started the foundation
because “we knew we had to do something to
make a difference.”
“Life is fragile, life is fluid,” Rivas said. “As a
Marine, as a father, as a husband, as a letter carrier, there is nothing worth stressing about.”
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, Jan 24

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large objects
that will not fit into the regular blue trash container.
Questions: Call Republic Services at (800) 433-1309

Trash collection delayed

Because of the New Year’s holiday, curbside
trash pickup will be delayed that week. Trash
will be picked up:

Saturday, Jan. 4

Recycling Tip of the Month
Plastic bags are not recyclable

Those plastic shopping bags you receive at grocery
stores, drug stores and other retailers are NOT recyclable. Please do not place them in the green recycling
bin. Plastic bags and plastic wrapping film, like that
used to cover dishes in the microwave, get tangled in
the sorting machines at the recycling facility and cause
major problems with the process.
The plastic bag ban originally scheduled to go into effect in Cuyahoga County on Jan. 1 has now been delayed county-wide until July 1, 2020.

Christmas Tree
& Light Recycling

Recycle Christmas Lights
Dec. 16 – Jan. 17
Berea Recreation Center
451 Front St.

Strings of lights – power strips – extension cords
NO tinsel, bubble lights or snow spray

***

Republic Services will pick up
trees for composting
Jan. 10 and Jan. 17

Leave at curbside
NO tinsel, no lights, no tree stands
Do NOT place in plastic bags
Questions, call the Service Garage
(440) 826-5853 or e-mail
servicegarage@cityofberea.org

Ice Cream with Elsa & Anna

Enjoy a sweet treat with your favorite
Frozen characters!
2-4 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 4
Mootown Creamery
437 W. Bagley Road
West Valley Plaza
Snowflake crafts – Face-painting – Photo Booth
Event is Free
Ice Cream available for purchase
No registration required
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News Briefs
Mayor’s State of the City report
will be Feb. 11

Mayor Cyril Kleem will deliver his annual State
of the City report during the senior luncheon at
noon, Feb. 11 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276
E. Bagley Road. The Mayor and members of the
Administration will answer questions about finances, construction projects and other city issues. Cost of the luncheon is $5. RSVP by Feb.
7 to (440) 234-6080.

Senior housing plan asks for extension

In 2016, Berea Sheldon LLC proposed to build a
senior apartment complex on Sheldon Road for
100 units. The Municipal Planning Commission
approved the plans with the approval expiring in
2018. In 2018, Berea Sheldon LLC asked for a
one-year extension to mitigate environmental
issues. Those have now been abated but the developer has requested another one-year extension because new financial partners are now involved. Clover Senior Independent Living has
partnered with developer Dave Cerny to complete the project. The housing complex for seniors 55+ will include 120 units – both onebedroom and two-bedroom units – plus parking
garages. Construction could begin next year and
take 18 months. Planning Commission and City
Council OK’d the one-year extension.

BW expands physician assistant
program

Baldwin Wallace University will renovate the
second floor of a building they lease at 201
Front St. to accommodate its growing physician
assistant program. That two-year master’s program began in 2012 with 19 students. It now has
63 students and 12 faculty members. Classes are
held on the first floor of 201 Front where BW
leases 5,700 square feet. Moving the program to
the second floor will allow more room for classes and students. Synergy also leases space in
the building.

located next to Romeo’s Pizza. The store has
applied for C1 and C2 liquor permits that would
allow the sale of beer, wine and mixed beverages for carry out only. Owner Adib Halabi said he
operates several other similar businesses in the
Cleveland area. Berea City Council held a hearing on the permit request on Dec. 2. There were
no objections from the police department or
from the audience.

Business & Professional Women
offer scholarship

Berea Business & Professional Women is offering a $1,000 scholarship to women who are pursuing a college degree or a professional certificate.
Applicants for the Jeanne Squire Memorial
Scholarship must be female and at least 25 years
old, residents of Cuyahoga, Lorain or Medina
counties and pursuing a professional certificate,
a two-year associate degree or a four-year bachelor’s degree. They also must demonstrate financial need.
Applications are at http://www.bereabpw.org/
scholarship and must be submitted between Jan.
1 and April 1, 2020. The scholarship recipient
will be honored at the May 14 Berea BPW meeting.
Questions, contact scholarship chair Virginia
Collings, vbc137@aol.com.

Berea resident named
Academic All-American

New smoke shop to open early in 2020

Danny Ruple of Berea, a 2016 graduate of Berea
-Midpark High School, has been named a Division III Academic All-American. Ruple is a senior at Baldwin Walllace University and plays
forward on the Yellow Jacket soccer team. He is
the first BW athlete to be named as a three-time
first team Academic All-American. He carries a
3.94 GPA as an accounting major and was team
captain in 2018 and 2019.

Berea Cares changes
meeting times

SCAN Hunger Center
looking for volunteers

Royal Smokes is set to open at 404 W. Bagley
Road sometime in early 2020. The store will be

Berea Cares – a consortium of city and nonprofit organizations and churches – has changed
its meeting days and times.

The Southwest Community Access Network
(SCAN) Hunger Center pantry would like to
add to its volunteer staff.

Berea Cares now meets on the first Wednesday
of every month at 6 p.m. at Smith School, 535
Wyleswood Drive, unless the first Wednesday is
a holiday. The next meeting will be Jan. 8 because of the New Year’s Day holiday.

The pantry is open the second and fourth Fridays of the month. Hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on the second Friday and 4-7 p.m. on the fourth
Friday.

Berea Cares is facilitated by Berea Community
Outreach. Representatives of area churches,
schools, libraries and non-profit organizations
are invited to attend. The purpose of the group is
to share ideas on helping the more vulnerable
members of our community.

Volunteers stock shelves, greet clients and distribute food items. Any amount of volunteer
time is appreciated.
The SCAN pantry is at 398 W. Bagley Road,
Suite 7 in the Williamsport Plaza. For further
information, call (440) 260-7226.
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Berea police set
Civil Service exam

The Berea Civil Service Commission will be conducting exams for entry level police officers Jan. 13Feb. 29, 2020.
The testing will be through the National Testing Network Test Center. For testing locations, go to
www.nationaltestingnetwork.com. Candidates with a
current score may submit their existing profile to
Berea through NTN.
Candidates must be 21-35 years old. Military veterans should upload copies of their DD214s through
NTN to receive a 2 percent credit.
A physical agility certificate through Cuyahoga
Community College does not have to be submitted
prior to the exam but most be submitted by successful candidates prior to appointment.
The online application process includes a personal
history questionnaire and a copy of high school diplomas, GED equivalent or college degrees.
Sometime after March 4, the Civil Service Commission will meet to review the calculations and certify
the Eligibility List. Applicants will receive an email
with the final results and their ranking.
Once the list has been certified, the top 10 or top 25
percent of candidates, which number if higher, will
be contacted by the Berea Police Department to
begin the selection process. Candidates will be asked
to complete a detailed application, physical agility
test conducted by Tri-C, polygraph test, medical exam, background investigations, interviews and psychological profile evaluation.
The Berea Police Department expects to hire five
new officers over the next two years.
For questions about the testing process, contact
the Civil Service secretary Linda Muglich at
lmuglich@cityofberea.org or (440) 826-5831
or contact NTN directly –
https://www.nationaltetingnetwork.com/
public_safety_jobs/faqs.cfm.
The NTN candidate support help line is
(866) 563-3882.

Input requested
for new bicycle plan

The Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating
Agency (NOACA) is creating a new bicycle and
pedestrian plan called ACTIVATE. The agency
is looking for public input. If you ride a bike,
even occasionally, or walk for either exercise or
to get to work or shopping, please fill out the
survey at bit.ly/33/FEX1 or go to NOACA.org/
ACTIVATE.
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MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked
hard to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to
work every day to deserve the honor and responsibility
you have given them.

School Resource Officer
Bill Uthe
After graduating high school,
Bill Uthe spent the following
four years in the U.S. Air Force.
Shortly thereafter, Bill married
Judy and they purchased their
first home in Brook Park, where
they raised their two daughters.
Bill then took a position with RCA, working on satellite and data communications. General Electric
bought out RCA and he continued working there.
Bill was also the owner of the Eastland Inn at this
time but had to sell it when he went into law enforcement.
Bill attended the Sheriff’s Peace Officer Training
Academy and was sworn in as a Deputy Sheriff for
Cuyahoga County. Bill began his career as a Perimeter Deputy and was then assigned to the Sex Offender Unit Registration and Notification Unit. Bill
eventually moved to the Detective Bureau, performing investigative work and ended his career as a Deputy in the Detectives Felony Warrant Unit.
While with the Sheriff’s Department, Bill was a
member of the Dive Team and controlled the diver
search patterns. Bill would go on patrols with the
U.S. Coast Guard and would also fly with the Cleveland Helicopter Unit. Bill also had a few assignments
with Homeland Security.

Safety News You Can Use

(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)

Human trafficking happens here too
January is Human Trafficking Awareness month.
Everyone has the potential to come in contact with
victims of human trafficking. Victims of human trafficking are not always held behind locked doors and
may be hidden in plain sight.
Traffickers may coerce victims by threatening deportation or harm to the victims’ families. With that
being said, victims of human trafficking may be too
fearful to accept help.
Being aware of some of the indicators of human trafficking will assist you in knowing whether or not
something doesn’t feel right about a situation. Some
of these indicators or red flags include someone living with an employer, poor living conditions, multiple people in a cramped space, your inability to
speak to the individual alone; employer is holding
identity documents, the person is underpaid or paid
very little and there are signs of abuse.
If you believe you have identified a possible victim
of human trafficking, alert law enforcement immediately. It may not be safe for you to attempt to help
the victim and to rescue the victim. If there is an immediate safety need, call 911. You also can contact
the National Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-888373-7888, which is a multi-lingual, anti-trafficking
hotline to report a tip.
Visit the National Human Trafficking Hotline website at https://humantraffickinghotline.org/ for additional resources and information.

Unfortunately, during this time
Bill lost his wife of 37 years.
Bill retired from the Sheriff’s
Department with 20 + years on.
Bill was then hired by the Berea Police Department as a
School Resource Officer for the
Berea School District. Bill’s
responsibilities include the
safety and well-being of the students and staff at
Grindstone Elementary. Bill also teaches “Too Good
for Drugs” to 3rd and 4th graders and assists staff
members, as requested. Bill is a volunteer for the
annual “Shop with a Cop” program and also puts on
the “Safety Town” program. Bill takes part in the
National Walk to School Day, and teaches students
safety rules about strangers, loose dogs, parked cars
on the streets and in driveways, and the safe ways to
cross streets at corners.
Bill’s daughter, Laura, married John and they have
three children, Johnny, McKenzie and Leah. Daughter Missy married Chris, and his son, Chris Jr., is
serving in the Army.
Bill is engaged to Valerie, who has four children and
10 grandchildren of her own. Bill states that he is
always on the go, which includes spending time at
his lake house and travelling to as many places as
they can.
Bill enjoys cooking and sharing family meals with
family and friends. Bill also likes finding old clocks,
clocks that chime and gong, and repairs them if
needed. He is an avid bowler and has been a member
of leagues for many years.

LEGAL LINES

(Information in Legal Lines is supplied by the
City of Berea Law Department)

Distracted driving
endangers everyone

Have you ever been driving and noticed that the person driving next to you is looking at his/her cell
phone, eating a burger, applying make-up, reaching
in the glove box, or any other activity that truly isn’t
safe to do while operating a vehicle?
Did you know that there is a law enacted to combat
these distracted driving activities?
Under Ohio Revised Code 4511.911, a driver may
receive an enhanced penalty for committing a moving violation while distracted if the distraction is a
contributing factor in the commission of the traffic
offense. The law requires an enhanced financial
penalty in addition to the existing fines for drivers
who commit a specific traffic violation while distracted.
In the alternative, the driver may complete a distracted driver course in lieu of paying the additional $100
fine for the distracted driving. The one-hour course
created by the Ohio Department of Public Safety
discusses what is distracted driving, who is a distracted driver, cell phone distractions, the risks and
consequences of distracted driving, and how to combat distracted driving.
If we all make a concerted effort to pay attention to
the road while driving, we can collectively attempt
to make the roads safer in 2020!
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Tipping the scales for justice:
30th annual Martin Luther
King Jr. Week Events
Chekov play ‘Uncle Vanya’
takes center stage

The classic Russian play “Uncle Vanya” by Anton
Chekov features family, friends and an ecologicallyminded doctor all of whom snipe, quarrel and make
up. They also haplessly pursue love affairs that are
never going to happen. 7:30 p.m., WednesdaySaturday, Jan. 22-25 and 2 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 26,
Black Box Theatre, Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Road. Tickets required. Go to
bw.edu/tickets.
Events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets for
paid events are available at bw.edu/tickets. For a
complete list of events, visit bw.edu/events or call
(440) 826-2325. Other BW events in January include:
Burrell Observatory Open House & Lecture: Dr.
Madeline Wade of Kenyon College presents
"Listening to the Universe with Lasers: The Discovery of Gravity Waves." Free ticket required. 7:30
p.m., Friday, Jan. 17, Mainstage Theatre, Kleist
Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Road.
Opera: "The House of Bernarda Alba": A concert
performance reading with orchestra of the new opera
based on Federico García Lorca's final play, "La
Casa de Bernarda Alba," a tragic drama set in Spain
centered on Bernarda Alba and her five daughters.

SCHOOL NEWS
Polaris hosts open house

Polaris Career Center will host an open house
for prospective high school and adult students
from 6-7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 14. Instructors will be on hand to answer questions and
tours of the renovated facility will be available.
There will be refreshments, door prizes and a
special gift for those who attend. For more information, visit www.polaris.edu or call (440)
891-7600.

Girls soccer coach is conference
Coach of the Year

Abbey Golden, head coach of the Berea Midpark High School girls soccer team, has been
named Southwest Conference Coach of the
Year. The team won its first district title this
season with a 4-2 win over North Royalton, the
No. 1 seed. Earlier, the team won the Southwestern Conference championship with a 3-0
win over North Olmsted. The Titans also set the
school record for the most wins in a season as
they finished 13-3 before the playoffs. Final
mark was 16-3.

Seniors can attend school events free

Berea residents who 60 or older are eligible for
a Gold Card, which entitles seniors to attend
school-sponsored events. This includes plays,
music concerts and home athletic events during
regular season play. The Gold Card is not valid
for events sponsored by other organizations,
such as PTA or Boosters, as fundraisers. To apply for a Gold Card, go to www.berea.k12.oh.us
to download an application Allow up to one
week to process.

7:30 p.m., Friday, Jan. 17, and 3 p.m., Sunday,
Jan. 19, Fynette Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical
Arts Center, 49 Seminary St.
20/20 VISION: Graphic Design Senior Exhibition: Featuring visual works and creative communication in print and website design. Jan. 24 – Feb.
12; Opening Reception: 5 p.m., Friday, Jan. 24,
Fawick Art Gallery, Kleist Center for Art & Drama,
95 E. Bagley Road.
Economic Insights: Global, National & Regional:
A panel discussion of global, U.S. and NE Ohio economic outlooks, challenges and opportunities for
2020 and beyond. Featuring Michael Weidokal ’94,
president of International Strategic Analysis; Kevin
T. Jacques, BW Boynton D. Murch Chair in Finance
and former U.S. Treasury Department economist;
and William “Bill” Koehler, CEO of TeamNEO.
Free and open to the public, but registration is preferred. Call (440) 826-2104 or visit bwcommunity.net/mbaa/insights. 6:15 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 29, Center for Innovation & Growth, 340
Front St.
"Bach & the Global Sarabande": Africa->West
Trio explores the intersections between Africa and
the world of Bach's Germany and concludes with
"Myth of the Metals." 7 p.m., Friday, Jan. 31, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96
Front St.

Reel In and Recycle

Several trash receptacles
just for fishing lines have
been installed around Coe
Lake. The tall, black pipelike bins hold monofilament lines and hooks,
which are deposited at the
funnel at the top. The receptacles are emptied by
the Berea Service Department at the bottom. The
labels were donated by the
Boat US Foundation. Fishermen are encouraged to
use the bins to prevent harm to wildlife. Lines and
hooks left on the ground have injured and killed
geese and other wildlife in the Coe Lake area.

BEREA HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
OPEN MEETING
Monday, Jan. 27
6 p.m.
Berea-Midpark High School
Library (on 2nd floor)

This meeting is open to all members in good
standing of the Berea High School Alumni Association. Finances and programming will be reviewed
and officers elected. Also on the agenda are plans
to celebrate the school’s history before the building is razed.

Sponsored by Baldwin Wallace University in
conjunction with the Berea community and the
Campus/Community MLK Week Committee
2020.
Transform the World Fair: Explore many different ways you can participate in transforming
the world - personal, community, regional, and
global transformative groups and movements
will share how you can make a difference. For
more information, contact cantczak@umcb.org.
9 a.m. – Noon, Sunday, Jan. 19, The United
Methodist Church of Berea, 170 Seminary St.
Annual Prayer Breakfast: A reflective celebration featuring music, readings and keynote
speaker Clarence Bozeman, former driver for
Martin Luther King, Jr. 9 a.m., Monday, Jan.
20, Mount Zion Baptist Church, 572 Pearl St.
MLK Assembly: BMHS choir members celebrate in song as other students perform recitations of historical Dr. King speech excerpts. 9
a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 21, Berea-Midpark High
School, 165 E. Bagley Rd.
Candlelight March: “Justice Walk” starting at
Strosacker Hall and ending at Kleist Center for
Art & Drama. Hosted by the Black Student Alliance (BSA) & Student Government. 5:30 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 21, Strosacker Hall, 125 Tressel
St.
Keynote Speakers: "Surviving Criminal Justice
in America: The Transformative Power of Bearing Witness" An evening with Anthony Ray
Hinton and Kuntrell Jackson. In two separate
yet historic cases, one man and one teenager
were sentenced to die in prison. Together, Hinton and Jackson, in a discussion moderated by
Adam Murphy, staff attorney at the Equal Justice Initiative, will share their experiences and
what must be done to reform a system that too
often strips people – even children – of their humanity. Part of the Enduring Questions: The
Mark Collier Lecture Series. 7 p.m., Tuesday,
Jan. 21, Mainstage Theatre, Kleist Center for
Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Creative Expressions: Community celebration
featuring interpretations of Tipping the Scales
for Justice to include a short performance by
members of the Berea-Midpark High School
Choir, artwork created by students and community members and refreshments provided by the
Friends of the Berea Library. 1:30
p.m.,Wednesday, Jan. 22, Berea Branch Library, 7 Berea Commons
Chapel Worship
Service: All are welcome to worship and
honor the memory of Dr.
King. Free lunch to follow. 12:15 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 23, LindsayCrossman Chapel, 56
Seminary St.
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At the Library
Making New Year’s Resolutions
that Stick

Many of us use the fresh start of a new year to set
goals to help us improve our lives. Sticking to the
goals can be hard. Courtney Woelfl, family and consumer sciences educator with the OSU Extension,
Cuyahoga County, will help us identify common pitfalls and learn to create goals we can achieve. 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 16.
Reservations are requested for all programs except
weekly children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other programs in
January at the Berea Branch are:

FOR ADULTS

Protect Against Financial Scams: Learn tips to recognize, react to and report common financial scams to
better ensure the financial safety of you and your
loved ones. Presented by Mary Brown of U.S. Bank. 7
p.m., Monday, Jan. 13.
Essential Oils Basics: Learn what Aromatherapy is
and how plant oils such as Peppermint, Rosemary and
more work for human medicinal application. Participants will make a product to take home. All materials
will be provided. 7 p.m., Monday, Jan. 27.

FOR CHILDREN

Weekly Children’s Storytimes run throughout the
month of January. Call (440) 234-5475 or visit
cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and ages. Storytimes are available for children from birth through
age five. Registration is not required for weekly storytimes
Young Explorers: Mo Willems (Grades K-5with a
caregiver) - Join us and learn more about the author,
Mo Willems, hear some hilarious stories and enjoy
some hands-on activities and crafts. 7 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 2.
Homeschool Art Sparks (Grades 2 and up): Get a
little messy while learning something new! Each
month we will focus on an artist, explore their life
and creative style and create our own works of art
based on what we have learned. 10 a.m., Thursday,
Jan. 9.

Spinning Wire Sculptures (Grades 6-12): Create a
simple motor that doubles as a work of art using a battery, magne, and wire. Registration begins Dec. 2 and
is required. 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 14.
Teen Space: Join us for quick and easy crafts, fun
activities, and mini service projects. Share your ideas
of how to make the library a better place. 4 p.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 15.

STEAM Team: Food Science (Grades 4 to 8) - Join
us as we explore the science that helps create the
foods we eat through fun, hands-on activities. 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 21.

Berea Schools Hall of Fame to induct alumni, faculty
Two Berea High School graduates and three former
staff members will be inducted into the Berea School
District Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame in April.
Actor and theater professor Chuck Richie, Berea
High School 1965, and photographer Keith Berr,
BHS 1972, were selected by the Berea High School
Alumni Association board of directors from a list of
nominations sent in by fellow graduates, family
members and friends.
Also being inducted into the Hall of Fame will be
former faculty member Jim Gorsline, who taught
math at Berea High and was the head basketball
coach. Gorsline also is a member of the Kent State
University Athletic Hall of Fame. The Rev. Leroy
McCreary, retired pastor of People’s Community
Church, and the late Richard Vale, former principal
of Ford Middle School, also will be inducted. Vale
passed away in 2013.
Two Midpark High School graduates also will inducted but their names were not available at presstime.
Richie has been in the theater for more than 40 years.
He is a former member of the resident company at
the Cleveland Playhouse. He also has appeared at the
Porthouse Theatre and Dobama, among many others.
He began his acting career in New York City where
he was in several off-Broadway productions. He also
does voice-over work in commercials, industrial
films and videos. He is a voice and dialect coach,

Each month, Berea Community Outreach will
host a fundraiser at a local restaurant. In January, that restaurant is Applebee’s in Strongsville.
Present this flier from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on
Wednesday, Jan. 15 and Applebee’s will donate
15 percent of your bill to BCO. Applebee’s is at
17771 Southpark Center.
In December, the BCO fundraiser at Chipotle in Middleburg Heights earned $168,
which supports BCO’s many
programs, including the pantry and community and senior
programs.

Music & Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years with
a caregiver): Enjoy a high-energy session of music
and movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and
more. Registration required. 3:30 p.m., Monday,
Jan. 13.
Fabulous Fridays: Mitten Magic (Ages 2 to 5 with
a caregiver) - Warm up with a mitten tale or two
along with games and activities. If you are able,
please consider bringing a pair of new or gently worn
mittens to donate to a local charity. 10:30 a.m., Friday, Jan. 17.

FOR TWEENS and TEENS

Applebee’s supports Berea
Community Outreach

Berea Community Outreach

17771 Southpark Center,
Strongsville, OH 44136

working throughout the U.S. and internationally.
Richie joined the theatre department at Kent State
University in 1994. He became head of the acting
faculty and adviser to students in the Master of Fine
Arts program. He is now an emeritus professor.

Wednesday, January 15th
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Richie is married to fellow BHS graduate Deirdre
Tassone. They live in Brimfield, Ohio.
Berr is the owner and principal photographer of
Keith Berr Productions in Cleveland, specializing in
creative photography for advertising agencies, corporations, institutions and magazines. He has received
numerous awards for his work, including 27 Addy
Awards at the local, district and national level.
He serves on the boards of the Cleveland Institute of
Art, American Advertising Federation, American
Society of Media Photographers and CAN Journal.
He also has worked for many years with the Cleveland International Film Festival.

INAUGURATION
CEREMONY

Most recently, Berr has collaborated with the Berea
High School Alumni Association and the Cleveland
Institute of Art to preserve the sculpture on the front
of the Berea High.

For Mayor Cyril Kleem
And Councilmembers:
Bill DeVito – Council at Large
Gene Zacharyasz – Council at Large
Leon Dozier – Ward 1
Christopher McMannis – Ward 2
Jim Maxwell – Ward 3
Kim Smith - Ward 4
Rick Skoczen – Ward 5

The Hall of Fame induction ceremony and dinner
will be April 30 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Middleburg Heights.

2 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 5
Berea-Midpark High School

He was artist-in-residence at Berea High School and
donated equipment to the photography class.

Open to the Public
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Learn a word a day:
Rotary donates
dictionaries to 3rd graders

Jim Walters asks students in Anne McNally’s thirdgrade classroom at Grindstone Elementary School to
write their names in their new dictionaries donated
by Berea Rotary.

For more than 15 years, every third-grader in the
Berea and Olmsted Falls School Districts has received a new dictionary courtesy of the Rotary Club
of Berea
On Dec. 9, the club handed out nearly 800 paperback Webster’s dictionaries to teachers and students.
Teacher LaVerne Thomas at Grindstone Elementary
School said the books are very much appreciated by
staff as well as the children.
“For some of the children, this is the only book they
own,” she said. In this age of laptops and iPads, that
dictionary is still a valuable resource in classrooms,
she said.
“There is so much more in there than just words and
definitions,” Thomas said.
After Rotarian Jim Walters, the former Berea law
director, and School Resource Officer Dave Fadil
passed out the books to her class, Thomas asked the
kids, “Now what can we learn from these dictionaries?”
Back came instant answers. “The Presidents,” said
one child. “Sign language,” added another. “More
words,” chimed in one little girl. More words mean
newer, more up-to-date terms, Thomas said. The
classroom dictionaries are often out-of-date, she
said.
Walters asked the kids to write their names in the
books plus the names of their teachers and classroom
numbers – in case the books are misplaced. The children also were given plastic tote bags courtesy of
Baldwin Wallace University to keep the books safe
and dry if they take them home.
Thomas said she has her class show their new books
to parents and then return them to the classroom. She
also takes photos of the students with the dictionaries and posts them on the school’s Facebook page.
Walters delivered 131 dictionaries to Grindstone.
Other members of the club presented books to thirdgraders at St. Mary School in Berea, Big Creek Elementary in Middleburg Heights, Brook Park Memorial and Brookview elementaries in Brook Park,
Falls-Lenox and St. Mary of the Falls schools in
Olmsted Falls. In total, Rotary passed out 768 dictionaries.
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Berea wishes veterans a Merry Christmas
Veteran volunteers with Berea’s Veterans Outreach
Office helped their comrades at Generations Senior
Living Berea celebrate the holidays on Dec. 19.
The vets and Chaplain Willie Springer, who heads
the Outreach Office, visited with World War II and
Korean War vets, treating them to coffee and donuts
and fleece blankets donated by the annual blanketmaking party hosted by Mayor Cyril Kleem’s family
in November.
The party opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and
several patriotic songs, including the National Anthem, America the Beautiful and My County Tis of
Thee, accompanied by veteran volunteer Dale Eckert
on guitar.
Outreach volunteer Al Okeson discovered a connection with Generations resident Bob Nedrich, a fellow
Army vet. The two learned they both served in the
Army Signal Corps at Fort Gordon, Ga., although at
different times. Nedrich served from 1955-57. Okeson served 1961-63 and spent most of that time in
Germany. Both said they still remembered Morse
Code. Okeson recalled strapping the symbols to his
leg while he drove around the then-divided city in a
Jeep.
World War II veteran Bill Krukemeyer served in the
Navy in the South Pacific from 1944-46. Most of his
time was on Guam, he said.

Army veteran Al Okeson makes friends with fellow soldier Bob Nedrich at Generations Senior
Living. Both served in the Signal Corps at Fort
Gordon, Ga.

“It doesn’t matter if there are two or three of you in a
room or 100,” Springer told the vets. “We come to
serve you as you served your country.”
The Veterans Outeach Office visited veterans in several nursing homes and assisted living facilities over
the holidays, including Rockport Senior Living in
Rocky River, Paramount in Middleburg Heights and
Northwestern Healthcare in Berea.

Carbon monoxide is the invisible killer
The Berea Fire Department would like to remind
residents and businesses about the dangers of carbon
monoxide.

•

If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for
low batteries. If the battery is low, replace it. If it
still sounds, call the fire department.

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is
an odorless, colorless gas created when fuels (such as
gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and
methane) burn incompletely. In the home, heating
and cooking equipment that burn fuel are potential
sources of carbon monoxide. Vehicles or generators
running in an attached garage can also produce dangerous levels of carbon monoxide.

•

If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a
fresh air location outdoors or by an open window
or door. Make sure everyone inside the home is
accounted for. Call for help from a fresh air location and stay there until emergency personnel
arrive.

•

If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from
the garage immediately after starting it. Do not
run a vehicle or other fueled engine or motor
indoors, even if garage doors are open. Make
sure the exhaust pipe of a running vehicle is not
covered with snow.

•

During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents
for the dryer, furnace, stove, and fireplace are
clear of snow build-up.

•

A generator should be used in a well-ventilated
location outdoors away from windows, doors
and vent openings.

•

Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only
use outside.

Safety tips
• CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home and in other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or standards.
For the best protection, interconnect all CO
alarms throughout the home. When one sounds,
they all sound.
•

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and mounting height.

•

Choose a CO alarm that has the label of a recognized testing laboratory.

•

Call your local fire department’s non-emergency
number to find out what number to call if the CO
alarm sounds.

•

Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace
them according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

For additional information on carbon monoxide and
other
fire
safety
information,
visit www.cityofberea.org and click on "Fire Department" for fire and safety links.

Winners of the city-wide Christmas Decorating contest

Best Yard Display
176 Wyleswood Dr.

Most Creative Use of Lights
760 Shelly Pkwy.

The Clark Griswald
106 Weatherstone Dr.

Honorable Mention
392 Baldwin Dr.
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Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

.Veterans wanted for school guard duty

Berea’s Veterans Security Team is looking for
military veterans who would like to be school
crossing guards at Grindstone Elementary
School. Morning and afternoon shifts are available. This is a paid position. If interested, contact
Chaplain
Willie
Springer,
springer@cityofberea.org or (440) 973-4567.

Salute to Veterans
parking spaces available

Businesses that would like to install a special Salute to Veterans parking space can contact the
City and the Veterans Outreach Office. The parking space would be for veterans only and would
resemble the vet parking space at City Hall with
blue and white markings. Call (440) 973-4567.

Lady vets invited to lunch

Medina County Women of the Military invites
all women veterans to lunch at 11 a.m. Jan. 25 at
Brunswick Family Restaurant, 1733 Pearl Road.
MCWM includes lady vets from all ranks and
services. The group meets monthly at restaurants
throughout Cuyahoga and Medina counties.
Members live in a five-county Greater Cleveland
area. For more information, check out the Medina County Women of the Military Facebook
page or email mcwomilitary@yahoo.com.

RECRUITING VETERANS
SECURITY TEAM
MEMBERS

PetValu hosts Military Day each month

Veterans can receive a 10 percent discount at
PetValu on the last Tuesday of every month.
Show your veterans ID card. The next Military
Day is Jan. 28. In Berea, PetValu is at 449 W.
Bagley Road in West Valley Plaza shopping
center.

VA creates podcast on diabetes

Mary Julius, program manager for diabetes selfmanagement education and training at Louis
Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center, has a
podcast for vets and their families on how to
manage diabetes. Julius says 25 percent of veterans receiving VA care have been diagnosed with
diabetes. Go to https://vavmc.com/ or https://
www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage.

Veterans are trained by the Berea Police
Department to supplement Police and Auxiliary
officers at city events.
During the school year, they work as school
Crossing Guards.

LinkedIn offers free year for veterans

LinkedIn is offering a year of its Premium service at no cost to veterans and VA caregivers.
This includes one-year access to LinkedIn
Learning. LinkedIn also has created two new
programs – Transition from Military to Civilian
Employment and Transition from Military to
Student Life. To sign up, go to https://
socialimpact.linkedin.com/programs/veterans/
premiumform.

•

•

Requirements:
Honorably Discharged Veteran.

•

Finger prints/background check.
Trained by the Police Department.

For more information or to apply contact:
Veterans Outreach Office at (440) 973-4567 or
wspringer@cityofberea.org
Veterans do not need to be a resident
of Berea to apply.

Veterans honor Jungle Eaters with pergola brick
Veterans with Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office
commemorated the Army engineering unit
known as the Jungle Eaters with an engraved
brick paver at the pergola at Coe Lake.
The 27th/60th Land Clearing Task Force served
in Vietnam, clearing the jungle for infantry
units. The men drove modified bulldozers and
were known as Jungle Eaters. Berea hosted a
reunion of the unit this summer.
Chaplain Willie Springer, who served with the
27th/60th and heads the Veterans Outreach Office, said the brick is an honor and tribute to the
Jungle Eaters and to Vietnam veterans.

Monthly Veterans Breakfast
Club & Chat
10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020
Berea Recreation Center

Active Senior Network Room (451 Front St.)

Egg Wraps, Coffee, Donuts, Muffins, Hash Browns:
Donated by Café Ah Roma

Free

RSVP to Chaplain Willie Springer
wspringer@cityofberea.org or (440) 973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect.

No Veteran Walks Alone

“They served their country and when we come
here and see this brick, we’ll remember the Jungle Eaters were here,” he said.
During the unit’s visit, members of the Veterans
Outreach Office acted as drivers and escorts for
the 40-some vets and
spouses who spent a
week visiting Berea
and touring neighboring attractions, such as
NASA Glenn. In appreciation for their
help, the Jungle Eaters
presented the Veterans
volunteers
The Jungle Eaters brick paver Outreach
on the left side of the pergola with cash donations.
walkway in the first row of
Volunteers Al Okeson
bricks.

Veterans Al Okeson, Willie Springer and Dale Eckert
dedicate a brick paver at the Coe Lake pergola to the
27th/60th Jungle Eaters unit.

and Dale Eckert, who also are Vietnam vets, donated those funds to pay for the brick, which
was engraved by Milano Monuments. Springer
also contributed toward the expenses.
“It’s in memory of all those who didn’t come
home,” Okeson said.
The brick is engraved with “27th/60th Vietnam
Jungle Eaters.” It joins dozens of other engraved
bricks donated by Berea families and organizations. The pergola is located in Coe Lake Park
and was dedicated in 2011.

Mary Santora: Berea High’s own ‘funny girl’
The journey from Christa Myers’ science classes at
Berea High to the stage at the Agora is a long and
crazy trip but Mary Lynn Louise Santora, BHS 2008,
has enjoyed every minute of it.

POSTAL PATRON

“I was the class clown,” Santora admits. But she also
realized she had to make a living. She was really
good at math and science. When a pharmacist visited
Myers’ class at Berea High, Santora thought that
might be a good option. She enrolled in the University of Toledo pharmacy program and then transferred
to math education. And then dropped out.
“The first time I was on stage was at a student standup competition,” she said. That led to open mic
nights in the Toledo area. She was hooked.
Santora took a comedy class – how to write a joke,
what to do with your hands. In February 2012, she
made it official. She was going to be a stand-up comedian as a career. She quit school and hit the road.
“I’ve always been interested in comedy,” Santora
said. “I’m the center-of-attention kind of person.”
First item of business, shorten the name. “Mary
Santora is shorter and catchier,” she said.
She started out in bars and restaurants and eventually
began to draw fans. She was named Best Female Comedian by Cleveland Scene magazine in 2016, 2017
and 2019 and Best Undiscovered Comedian in Ohio
by “Thrillist Magazine” in 2018.
She also landed a gig as co-host on the Alan Cox
Show on WMMS where you can catch her at 2 p.m.
weekdays. “It’s a comedy-based show,” Santora said,
“and we talk about everything.”
WMMS is part of iHeart Radio and its signal reaches
throughout the Midwest. Santora said she was
thrilled when she had a show in Pittsburgh attended
in part by 17 people in that area who had listened to
her on the radio.
“It’s been eight years and I’m still not making money,” Santora said. “It’s not lucrative unless you draw
an audience.” WMMS pays the bills and her stand-up
gigs are extra, she said.
She has performed in 26 states. It helps when an established comic adds her to the program as an open-
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er. For example, Dan Cummings has taken her on the
road with him. He headlines and she opens.
Santora is based in the Cleveland area and has performed at the Cleveland Comedy Club and the
Rocksino.
Her material is based on life, she said. “No politics,
no sex, but I can get a bit dark sometimes when I talk
about divorce, for example. You have to know your
audience.”
“I can’t tell a joke about Twitter to people who don’t
have an iPhone,” she said.
Her major influences have included Brian Regan,
who attended Heidelberg University in Ohio but is
based in Las Vegas. “He’s very expressive,” Santora
said. “He treats his openers well. You have to pay it
forward.”
She also admires Kathleen Madigan, who is “very
real, down to earth, raw,” Santora said.
Thanks to the radio show and social media, her audience is growing. She has 18,000 followers on Instagram, for example.
She headlines once a month at the Final Fridays at
All Saints Public House, 1261 W. 76th St., Cleveland. “This is my show,” she said. “I produce it, I
host and I showcase other comics.”
In the meantime, you can catch Santora at the Agora
on Dec. 29. In 2020, she’s scheduled for the Rocky
Gap Casino in Cumberland, Md., on Jan. 23 and the
Funnystop Comedy Club in Cuyahoga Falls Feb. 13,
Feb. 14 and Feb. 16.
For more information, go to www.marysantora.com.

News from the Pews
(A monthly feature highlighting local churches. Send items
to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Methodist Women host potluck lunch

A potluck luncheon followed by a program on
Laura’s Home will be hosted by the United Methodist Women at 12:30 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 12.
Guests are asked to bring a dish to share. The entrée and dessert will be provided. The guest speaker will explain the mission of Laura’s Home – a
crisis center for women and children located on
Puritas Avenue in Cleveland.

Rise in Love serves
free meals every month

Rise in Love is offering free hot meals once a
month at the Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic
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Church. 66 Adalbert St. The meals are served on
the third Sunday of every month from 2-4 p.m.
with doors opening at 1 p.m. The next meal is set
for Jan. 19.

Church offers free weddings
for Valentine’s Day

Ready to tie the knot but don’t know where or
how? Pastor Carrie Antczak will conduct free
wedding ceremonies at the United Methodist
Church of Berea on Saturday, Feb. 15. The pastor
will marry or renew vows for as many couples as
possible but reservations are required to secure a
spot. One preliminary meeting with pastors is required.
Contact
Pastor
Antczak
at
cantczak@umcb.org or call (440) 234-3525 ext.
105.

Jan. 4: Curbside Trash Collection Delayed Because of New Year’s Day.
Jan. 4: Ice Cream with Elsa and Anna. 2-4 p.m.,
Mootown Creamery, 437 W. Bagley Road. Meet your
favorite Frozen characters. Snowflake crafts, facepainting, photo booth. Free event, no registration required. Ice cream available for purchase.
Jan. 5: Inauguration of Mayor & City Council. 2
p.m., Berea-Midpark High School.
Jan. 6: City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m., Council
Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
Jan. 8: Berea Cares. 6 p.m., Smith School, 535
Wyleswood Drive.
Jan. 8: Let’s Green Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch
Library, 7 Berea Commons. A small working group
creating “how to” information for residents. (440)
239-0185.
Jan. 9: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus. 7
p.m., Berea Branch Library.
Jan. 14: Polaris Career Center Open House. 67:30 p.m. for prospective high school, satellite and
adult students. www.polaris.edu or (440) 891-7600.
Jan. 14: Berea Democratic Club. 6:30 p.m., Berea
Branch Library.
Jan. 15: Berea Community Outreach Fundraiser.
Applebee’s, 17771 Southpark Center, Strongsville, 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. Restaurant will donate 15 percent of
your order to BCO.
Jan. 15: Berea Millstream Quilters. 1 p.m., Berea
Branch Library.
Jan. 17: Berea City School District. No School.
Teacher Work Day.
Jan. 17: Boys2Men Zumba Fundraiser. 7-8:30
p.m., Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St.; 50/50
Raffle. $10 donation.
Jan. 18: Veterans Breakfast Club. 10 a.m. to Noon,
Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St.
Jan. 20: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
Jan. 21: Spirit of Community Awards Banquet.
Jan. 21: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
Jan. 24: Bulk Trash Day
Jan. 27: Berea High School Alumni Association.
Open Meeting, 6 p.m., Berea-Midpark High School
Library, 165 E. Bagley Road. Discussion of razing of
current building.

