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Playgrounds are an essential part of any community. Berea is upgrading and
enhancing two of them
this year.

Thanks to a grant from
Cuyahoga County Council, the City is expanding
John Mucklo Playground
and Park next to the Municipal Pool. The County
gave Berea $875,000 to
help pay for the final renovations to Coe Lake
Park. Part of those funds will pay for resurfacing
and improving the parking lot. The median strips
will be taken out to provide more spaces and a
tree-lined walkway will be constructed from the
Berea Branch Library to Coe Lake. Parking lot
improvements probably will start this fall.
A separate county grant paid for the demolition
of the old, vacant city building next to the park so
we could expand Mucklo Playground. A kid-size
zipline is now installed and the rest of the equipment should be ready to go soon.
Berea also has received a Community Development Block Grant to improve Dora Lee Payne
Park in the North End. CDBG funds are federal
monies administered by the County. The
$150,000 grant will pay for expanding the playground and adding all new equipment. While
Mucklo Playground has a pirate ship theme, Dora
Lee will have a rocket ship theme. We’ll also resurface the parking lot and improve the soccer
and baseball fields.
Earlier this year, the City dedicated Tyler Field in
the Nobottom/Barrett Road neighborhood in
memory of Tyler Graham, a student at the former
Parknoll School who passed away in 2008 at the
age of 8.
These enhancements provide up-to-date and safe
play areas for all children. The playgrounds will
include equipment designed for children with
special needs. We hope you and your family will
enjoy these additions and changes to the Berea
Recreation Department’s parks. We hope to continue to improve all of Berea’s playgrounds in the
future.

Our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio

www.cityofberea.org

K-9 officer joins the Force
Vader, the Berea Police Department’s new police dog, really does have The Force with him.
The all-black German Shepherd patrols the night
shift with Officer Dennis Bort. He has a Jedilike list of skills: detecting five kinds of illicit
drugs, tracking, searching, apprehending bad
guys and protecting his officer.
Bort, who has been with the BPD since 2001,
says this is “his dream job.” He’s a veteran of
the Ohio Air National Guard, flown aircraft with
the Cleveland Police Department and served
with Berea’s Detective Bureau.
“I’ve had a lot of cool jobs and this is the one I
never thought I’d get,” Bort said. Bort is a huge
Star Wars fan, hence the name Vader - after
Darth Vader, the arch villain of the sci fi series.
At 22 months and 80 pounds, Vader is still
learning, as is Bort, he said. A product of Slovakia, Vader was trained there as a puppy and
then received more training at a special facility
in North Ridgeville, where Bort also trained.
Police dogs and their handlers in Ohio must be
certified. One element of certification is the
Courage Test. Vader was required to apprehend
a “suspect” (an officer in protective gear) while
being fired upon with fake bullets. “He never
hesitated,” Bort said.
Dogs also must be recertified each year. That
requires 16 hours of training a month.
“We’re getting fine-tuned,” Bort said. Vader has
been with the department for only two months.
“You have to know how to read the dog. If he’s
doing something wrong, you have to be on it
immediately.”
“He knows what he’d doing,” Bort added. “It’s
me catching up to him.”
Vader can detect heroin, cocaine, crack cocaine,
meth and marijuana plus derivatives. “He’s
found stuff already,” Bort said. He doesn’t enter
vehicles to search for drugs (there’s too much of
a risk of injury to the dog, Bort said) but Vader
scans the perimeter. If he smells a hint of some
illicit substance, he sits down at the site of the
odor. “If officers don’t find any drugs in the car,
they have the right to search people,” Bort said.
The dog has different collars for different jobs.
“He figures out what’s up by what I put on him,”
Bort said.

Officer Dennis Bort and Vader get ready to go on duty
in their specially modified K-9 unit Ford Explorer. The
car is equipped with a remote button on the keychain
Bort can push in emergencies to open Vader’s door and
release him immediately.

Vader isn’t confined to Berea. Any department
with a mutual aid agreement with Berea can call
on the duo for help. One such request from the
State Highway Patrol took Bort and Vader to the
East Side to search for a suspect.
Vader lives at home with Bort. “He’s a normal
dog at home,” Bort said. “But he doesn’t go for
walks or the dog park. He’s very quiet. Doesn’t
bark a lot.” Vader gets along fine with Bort’s
kids. “He’s on the same maturity level as my 14year-old son,” Bort said.
He also is very focused on his job. And frankly
gets bored on his days off.
“To him, this is a game,” Bort said. “This is fun.
It keeps him engaged and interested.” His prize
for completing a task is his favorite ball, which
Bort throws and Vader chases.
Bort said the Police Department is grateful to the
Berea City Club for donating the $20,000 cost of
purchasing and training Vader. The team’s converted Ford Explorer features the City Club
logo. Big Creek Animal Hospital donates Vader’s routine checkups. The dog also has a special canine first aid kit and Bort is applying for a
grant for a bullet-proof vest.
Future plans call for Vader to visit schools and
civic organizations, perhaps giving demonstrations of Vader’s many skills.
Vader is getting used to Berea, crowds and music concerts at Coe Lake and hanging out at the
police station. “He’s starting to take off now,”
Bort said.
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, Aug. 24

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large
objects that will not fit into the regular blue
trash container.
Questions: Call Republic Services,
(800) 433-1309

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Labor Day holiday on Monday,
Sept. 3, curbside trash pickup in Berea will be
delayed that week. Trash will be picked up on
Saturday, Sept. 8. Trash and recyclables should
be placed at the curb no earlier than 4:30 p.m. on
Friday, Sept. 7. Containers should be removed
and stored by 10 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 9.

Recycling Tip of the Month

Not all plastics are recyclable. These plastics
can be placed in curbside recycling containers:






Water, beverage bottles with caps on.
Beverage jugs (milk, juice) with caps on.
Food jars (mayonnaise, peanut butter) with
caps on.
Plastic tubs & lids (yogurt, cottage cheese).
Laundry, shampoo & soap containers with
caps on.

Berea collects school
supplies for students

Berea Community Outreach is collecting school
supplies for students at all grade levels. The collection lasts through Aug. 6. Bring donations to
Smith School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. The Berea City School District student supply lists can
be found at www.berea.k12.oh.us. Contact BCO
at bco@cityofberea.org or (440) 826-4891 for
more information.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by
the City of Berea and is distributed to residents,
organizations and businesses in Berea.
Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor

To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com
(440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.
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Renovated and expanded Coe Lake Park opens
Renovating and expanding the Coe Lake area in
downtown Berea has been “years in the making,” Mayor Cyril Kleem told residents during a
dedication ceremony on Monday, July 2.
The Mayor said that when he first started working for the city 20 years ago as head of the community development corporation, he suggested
to then Mayor Stanley Trupo that “this would be
a great place for an amphitheater.” Trupo said he
first wanted to install a fishing pier. The next
mayor, Joe Biddlecombe, made other changes.
Creating a Coe Lake Park with an amphitheater
remained in the back of Mayor Kleem’s mind
and when he became mayor 10 years ago, longrange planning began. Construction began in
earnest in 2014. With the help of a series of
grants, the city built a new pavilion, planted additional greenery, enhanced the walking trails,
expanded fishing piers, made room for a moveable stage, enhanced the gazebo, sound system
and lighting and installed amphitheater seating
on the hillside below the pavilion.
The finished product was introduced to the public with a special ribbon-cutting ceremony,
which also opened the annual three-day Grindstone Festival.
Kleem said original Berea sandstone quarried in
the city a century ago was used to construct the
amphitheater seating. The sandstone was used in
the old railroad bridge on Sheldon Road. When
the bridge was replaced, Berea got first dibs on
the slabs.

Mayor Cyril Kleem and Ward 1 Council Representative
Margarette Key cut the ribbon, officially opening Coe
Lake Park. Looking on are, from the left, City Engineer
Tony Armagno, Development Director Matt Madzy and
his daughter, County Councilman Dale Miller, Ward 2
Council Rep Nick Haschka, County Councilman Mike
Gallagher and Ward 5 Council Rep Rick Skoczen.

Kleem said the project “takes us back in time.
The sandstone has come full circle.”
The mayor said City Engineer Tony Armagno
and Planning, Engineering & Development Director Matt Madzy were instrumental in making
sure the Coe Lake project came to fruition. CT
Consultants were hired to “put our vision down
on paper,” Madzy said. Zerbe Construction implemented the plans.
Mayor Kleem thanked Cuyahoga County Council for funding the final improvements to the area – improvements to the parking lot, building a
connector to the Berea Branch Library and expanding John Mucklo Playground adjacent to
the park. Those projects are still under way.

NEWS BRIEFS
City will appoint assistant fire chief

Berea will reinstate the position of assistant fire
chief, which was eliminated several years ago.
The number of lieutenants will be reduced from
four to three. The fourth lieutenant was added to
handle the fire prevention program when the assistant chief position was cut. Mayor Kleem said
a verbal promise was made to firefighters to reexamine that decision if it was found that an assistant chief was needed. Safety Director Barbara Jones said the assistant chief will help the
chief with administrative duties. A test for the
new position was to be administered on July 28
by the Fire Chiefs Association. All current fire
captains and lieutenants are eligible to take the
test. An appointment could be made by Labor
Day.

Berea receives grant
for Dora Lee Payne Park

Cuyahoga County Council has granted the City
$150,000 in Community Development Block
Grant funds to upgrade Dora Lee Payne Park.
The money will be used to replace playground
equipment and expand the play area from 2,800

square feet to 5,500 square feet. The parking lot
will be resurfaced. The project is expected to
begin this fall.

Road repair contracts awarded

Specialized Construction Inc. submitted the winning bid for the annual asphalt road repairs.
Their bid was $212,431. Fabrizi Trucking &
Paving Co. has the concrete contract with a bid
of $261,638. Asphalt work was to begin in July
with concrete work to follow in August. Sidewalks also will be repaired and replaced on certain streets. The budget for the 2018 road program is $650,000 with $550,000 for road repairs
and $100,000 for sidewalk repair and replacement where needed.

Pay water bills online

Residents can pay Berea water bills online. Go
the city web site, www.cityofberea.org, and
click on “Pay Your Bill.” There is a “click here”
link that will direct you to the page. Water customers also can login to the online bill pay at
https://smartbillcorp.com/OA/frmLogin.aspx?
was=Berea.
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Berea CERT
recruits volunteers

Berea’s Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) is looking for volunteers. A new training course begins in September at Southwest
General Health Center.
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MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked
hard to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to
work every day to deserve the honor and responsibility
you have given them.

CERT is supervised by the Berea Division of
Fire. CERT members assist Berea safety forces
in emergencies and at local events. They regulate traffic around downed power lines and at
festivals and parades and help with search and
rescue, for example.
Training includes eight, three-hour sessions and
a drill. Courses include disaster preparedness,
basic disaster response skills, fire safety, light
search and rescue, team organization and disaster medical operations.
Those interested can contact Fire Lt. Terry Ledwell at bereacert@gmail.com for more information.

Local author sets book signing

Berea author Bernadette Butler will be at the
Berea Branch Library on Aug. 18 to sign copies
of her book, “Living with Autism: God, Me and
Melvin.” The book is based on her journey, the
challenges and the rewards, raising her autistic
son. Butler will be at the library 11:30 a.m. to 2
p.m.

SCHOOL NEWS

Kindergarten registration under way

Children who will be 5 years old on or before
Aug. 1, 2018, are eligible to attend kindergarten.
Parents can complete registration online at
www.berea.12.oh.us or by appointment at the
Board of Education Office, 390 Fair St. Call
(216) 898-8300. Parents must have a birth certificate for the child, immunization records, photo
ID of the parent, proof of residency and proof of
custody.

BMHS football home opener is Aug. 31

The Titans first varsity football game of the season will be Friday, Aug. 24 at Strongsville High
School, 20025 Lunn Road. The home opener
will be Friday, Aug. 31 vs. Westlake High
School. Kickoff will be at 7 p.m. at George Finnie Stadium, 141 Bagley Road. This will be a
conference game.

Berea-Midpark Middle School ready
for students this fall

The majority of the work on Berea-Midpark
Middle School (formerly Midpark High School)
will be complete in time to welcome students on
Aug. 23 – the first day of classes. Crews are
working on window replacements, HVAC and
electrical upgrades and the connector to the former elementary school.

Patrolman Dan Kelly

Patrolman Dan Kelly was born in 1982 and
raised in Hinckley.
He attended Highland Local Schools in Medina
County, where he played sports including football, basketball, and track and field. Dan graduated from Highland High School in 2000, and
went on to attend The University of Akron,
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Emergency Management.
In 2003, Dan became a firefighter/EMT, but in
2007, he made the decision to put himself
through the Police Academy at the Medina
County Joint Vocational School.
In 2008, Dan graduated from Police Academy,
and earned his first commission with the Village
of Grafton Police Department in February 2010

after serving as an Auxiliary Officer for a few
months. Dan joined the Berea Police Department
in 2011 and currently works as a Patrolman assigned to B-Shift/Nights under the command of
Sgt. Tim Paul. Dan also serves as a Field Training Officer as well as a negotiator on the Southwest Enforcement Bureau. Since 2016, Dan has
been the department liaison to the Berea-based
non-profit Boys2Men, run by Chris Scott. Dan
assists with providing the young men in the
group with support and acts as a positive male
role model.
Dan stated that his work with Boys2Men has
been the most rewarding accomplishment of his
career. Keeping kids on the right path makes his
job as a police officer easier, and it sets the kids
up for success for the rest of their lives.
Earlier this year, Dan received the Courtesy
Award from the Berea Chamber of Commerce
for his work with Boys2Men.
If you see Dan out on patrol, feel free to say hello!

Bike for Trees to make stop in Berea
You’ve probably heard of the Tour des France.
Well, Berea will be hosting, briefly, the Tour des
Trees on Wednesday, Aug. 1.
The Tour des Trees is a seven-day, 530-mile Bike
the Buckeye State that loops between Columbus
and Cleveland. It raises funds for the Tree Research
and Education Endowment Fund – a national organization based in Illinois.
The 75 cyclists from across the United States will
stop at Coe Lake for rest and refreshments before
they continue on to Cleveland. They are expected to
arrive around 1 p.m. Part of the visit will include
the presentation of books about trees to the Berea
Branch Library.
According to Karen Lindell of the TREE Fund, the
bike ride is in a different location each year. Last
year it was in Washington, D.C. Previous trips have
been to North and South Carolina, Florida and England. This is its first visit to Ohio in 20 years.
Each biker raises a minimum of $3,500 for the fund,
which has raised more than $3.4 million for re-

search, education and scholarships since 2002.
Berea Service Director Paul Anzalone said Berea
was recommended as a rest stop by Alan Siewert,
urban forester with the Ohio Division of Natural
Resources. Siewert has worked closely with Berea on new plantings and the preservation of older
trees. The city recently landscaped the Coe Lake
Park area with dozens of new plantings.
For more information, go to treefund.org.
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Berea teen wins state
speech contest

Renee Betterson receives her award from American
Legion National Commander Denise Rohan and the
Americanism Chair Richard Anderson.

Renee Betterson, 18, wants to be a U.S. Supreme Court justice. She just may do that.
She intensely studied the U.S. Constitution and
the Bill of Rights to prepare for the American
Legion’s Constitutional Speech Contest earlier
this year. Renee, who is home-schooled, captured first place in the state of Ohio and went on
to the national contest in Indianapolis where she
was one of nine speakers to advance to the semi
-finals.
Renee said speakers were required to deliver a
prepared speech and then were given a randomly assigned topic for a shorter talk. Renee’s prepared speech was “The Pursuit of Happiness.”
“The main idea is how to pursue that,” Renee
said. “You pursue it collectively.” Citizens do
that via education and civic involvement, she
said. It also involves compromise, she said, “to
find an outcome that would benefit everyone.”
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Baesel family honors World War I hero
One-hundred years ago, 2nd Lt. Albert E Baesel
lost his life in combat during one of the bloodiest battles of World War I. He received the Congressional Medal of Honor for his efforts to save
a comrade.

to the cemetery to pay
respects,” Don Baesel
said. Albert is buried in
Woodvale Cemetery in
Middleburg Heights.

Berea’s American Legion Post 91, which is
named for Baesel, and the City of Berea will
honor him on the anniversary of his death, Sept.
27, 1918. Berea will dedicate a plaque to his
memory during a special ceremony on the Triangle.

Family
members
ranged from Caroline
Rosas, 10 months old,
and her sister, Alexsandra, 2 ½, (mother Carrie is Gary Cole’s
daughter), of Tennes- 2nd Lt. Albert E. Baesel
see, to Barbara Baesel,
85, daughter of Wesley Baesel, who owned
Baesel Dairy with his brother, Arthur. Wesley
and Arthur were the sons of Frank Baesel, Albert’s brother. Barbara Baesel still lives in the
house her father built on Prospect Street in Berea.

Perhaps most importantly, his family honored
him on July 7 with what organizer Gary Cole
called a long overdue family reunion.
“We haven’t had a reunion in about 10 years,”
Cole said. “The more we looked into this thing,
the more memorabilia showed up.”
The Coles and the Baesels became intertwined
when Helen Baesel, Albert’s sister, married
Frank Cole. So the Coles and the Baesels gathered from all across the U.S. at the historic Little
Red Schoolhouse on Bagley Road built in 1913
by John Baesel, Albert’s brother. Cousins unearthed Albert Baesel’s Army footlocker and the
flag that draped his coffin plus letters and photos.
Don Baesel, formerly of Berea and now living in
Reno, Nev., said his father, Ray Baesel, often
talked about Albert, who originally was buried
in France. When the body was sent to America
in 1926, Ray Baesel was there at the funeral procession. “People were lined up from downtown

“The Constitution is a road map,” Renee said.
“It shows us the landscape and guides us.”
Random topics required a 3 to 5-minute extemporaneous speech. At nationals, her assigned
topic was the 2nd amendment.
This is the second year Renee has competed in
the Constitutional Speech Contest. Last year,
she made it to the quarter-finals. Waiting in the
wings for next year’s contest is Renee’s sister,
Mary, 14. Older sister, Erikah, 21, now a senior
at Cleveland State paved the way. In fact, several years ago, Erikah and Renee were given an
assignment by their mother to rewrite the Constitution in their own words.
Father John Betterson, an Air Force veteran and
member of American Legion Post 91, said the
family has other children in the speech pipeline.
The Bettersons have seven children – all homeschooled. The others are Sarah, 10, Hezekiah, 8,
Solomon, 6, and Faith, 4.
Renee has been competing in speech contests
for six years, including with the National Christian Forensic & Community Association. She is
enrolled in Cleveland State this fall as an English literature major.

Air Force Capt. Jason Cole rings the Little Red
Schoolhouse bell in honor of 2nd Lt. Albert E. Baesel.

COMMUNITY
MEMORIAL SERVICE
6 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 13
Coe Lake Gazebo

Interdenominational
Readings – Music
Flowers placed in Coe Lake in memory of loved
ones
RSVP to Veterans Outreach Office
(440) 973-4567
Hosted by the City of Berea

The family honored Albert with a special ceremony at noon. Chaplain Willie Springer of Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office recited the 23rd
Psalm. Gary Cole read Albert’s last letter to his
family. It is dated Aug. 29, 1918. It reads in part,
“Just now we are not doing much but expect
something big soon. Don’t think for a minute
that I am up to the Big Front but hope to be in it
some day. The boys up there are surely giving a
good account of themselves.” He signed the letter “Bert” – his nickname. The “something big”
was the Meuse-Argonne Offensive near Ivoiry,
France. Under heavy enemy fire, Albert Baesel
rushed to rescue a wounded corporal. Both were
killed. Albert Baesel, who served with the 148th
Infantry Regiment, 37th Division, and had been
activated with his Ohio National Guard unit, was
the first of three Ohioans to receive the Medal
Honor in World War I. He left behind his wife,
Lydia, and his parents, Henry and Caroline
Baesel.
American Legion Post 91’s Color Guard offered
a rifle salute and Air Force Capt. Jason Cole,
Gary Cole’s son, rang the schoolhouse bell – the
first time a bell had been rung there in 90 years.
Jason Cole likened the bell-ringing to Taps – the
traditional bugle call to memorialize military
dead. “It was a moment to honor Albert Baesel,”
Cole said.

Veterans Coffee Chat
10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, June 16
Berea Recreation Center

Active Senior Network Room
451 Front St.
Monthly coffee, donuts and conversation
With Chaplain Willie Springer
Office of Veterans Outreach
wspringer@cityofberea.org
(440) 973-4567
A place for veterans to connect
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Page 5

Father, son named
outstanding veterans

Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and
resources for military veterans.
Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Ohio Flags of Honor to visit area

The father and son team of Richard M. Dettmer
and James Dettmer received City Council’s Col.
William H. Beyer Commendation for Outstanding Military Service.
Council awards the commendation twice a year
at Council meetings close to Memorial Day and
Veterans Day.
Richard Dettmer was a corporal in the Army Air
Corps during World War II. He was assigned to
the motor pool of the 5th Fighter Co. in The
Philippines, Borneo, New Guinea and Guam
and was discharged in 1946.

Emmy awarded
for veteran’s story
“Calling for Chaplain
Willie,” a short documentary produced and
filmed by Ali Ghanbari
of Fox8 News, has received several awards
including an Emmy.
Ghanbari presented the
Emmy to Chaplain Willie Springer to recognize
Ali Ghanbari of Fox8 News
him for his service in presents
his Emmy Award to
the Army during the Vi- Chaplain Willie Springer.
etnam War and for his
work with Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office.

He was a 50-year member of Berea Kiwanis and
the Berea Masonic Lodge and served four terms
as Ward 4 councilman in Berea. He died in
2007.
James Dettmer was an airman first class with
the Air Force, stationed at Malmstrom AFB,
Mont., during the Cuban Missile Crisis. He was
discharged in 1964. He was active with the Berea Methodist Church, Berea Kiwanis and the
Berea Chamber of Commerce. He served two
terms on Berea City Council. He and his father
founded the Berea Printing Co.

VFW presents gift to
Veterans Outreach

The story documented Chaplain Willie’s journey
from combat soldier to struggles with PTSD to
finding comfort in counseling fellow vets.
“Calling for Chaplain Willie” received the Emmy for Best Photo Essay from the National
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, Lower
Great Lakes Chapter.
The film also received first place in-depth reporting and best in show, Ohio News Photographers Association; first place, Best Use of Photography, Ohio Associated Press; first place, human interest, Excellence in Journalism awards,
Cleveland Press Club.
The Emmy is on display in the Veterans Outreach Office.

Ohio Flags of Honor, a display of U.S. Flags to honor Ohio servicemen and women who lost their lives
in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, will be at two
sites in northeast Ohio in August. The flags will be
at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 146 Marks Road,
Brunswick, with opening ceremony at 7 p.m. Aug. 3
and closing ceremony at 2 p.m. Aug. 5. Ohio Flags
of Honor also will be at Greenbrier Commons, 6200
Pearl Road, Parma Heights, with opening ceremony
at 7 p.m. Aug. 10 and closing ceremony at 2 p.m.
Aug. 12. There are nearly 300 flags on display with
each flag representing a fallen service member. For
more information, visit www.ohioflagsofhonor.org.

Siri connects vets to suicide hotline

“Hey, Siri, call the veterans crisis line.” That’s all it
takes to connect a vet to the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, which also serves the Veterans Crisis Line. Callers can press 1 to reach the Veterans
Line. The Siri function on Apple’s iPhone and the
Google Assistant function on Android phones will
automatically dial the number (800-273-8255) even
if the number is not saved in that phone’s contact
list. Responders on the Veterans Crisis Line are
trained to help vets and their families with mental
health, chronic pain, anxiety, depression, sleeplessness, anger or homeless issues.

Women vets invited to lunch

Lady vets from throughout northeast Ohio are invited to lunch with other women veterans at 11:30
a.m., Saturday, Aug. 25 at Panera Bread, 1405 Parschen Blvd., Brunswick . The monthly luncheons
are hosted by Medina County Women of the Military and are held at a different location each month.
For more information, visit MCWM’s Facebook
page or email ducu19@yahoo.com.

Changes coming to educational
assistance program

Effective Aug. 1, the Survivors’ and Dependents’
Educational Assistance program will be reduced
from 45 months to 36 months. In October, the
monthly allowance will increase. The DEA program
offers education and vocational training to eligible
dependents of veterans who are permanently and
totally disabled due to service-related conditions or
of vets who died while on active duty or from service-related conditions. Questions, call the VA at
(888) 442-4551 or visit https://www.benefits.va.gov/
GIBILL.

Women vets to meet in Atlanta

Jeremy Dobos, commander of VFW Post
6696, showed support for Berea’s Veterans
Outreach by presenting a donation from the
VFW to Chaplain Willie Springer and Mayor
Cyril Kleem. Donations to Veterans Outreach
are placed in a special fund to support programs for area vets and their families.

Representatives of more than 45 women veterans
groups will meet in Atlanta on Sept. 7 to form a
Military Women’s Coalition. There are more than
150 women vet groups across the country with most
being small. The Service Women’s Action Network
is hosting the meeting to see how a coalition might
help women vets and what resources would be
available. The meeting will be at 1180 Peachtree St.
NE. For more information, go to connectingvets.com.
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At the Library
Families invited to explore
Storybook Adventures

The Berea Branch Library and the City of Berea are
partnering for the second year to offer children and
families an interactive story walk around Coe Lake.
There will be a variety of stories and games inspired
by storybook characters. No reservations are necessary. 1:30-4:30 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 2. The last trip
leaves the library for the park at 4 p.m.
Reservations are requested for all programs except
weekly children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other programs at
the Berea Branch during August are:

FOR ADULTS:

Parenting the Anxious Child: Learn how to differentiate between worry and anxiety. Joanna Hardis,
LISW, will engage participants and share elements
of supportive communication and concrete tools that
can be used with an anxious child. Plus, participants
will have a better understanding of the role of accommodation in anxiety.7 p.m., Monday, Aug. 6.
The Raisin’ Canes Luau Show: Dancing seniors,
from 64-89 years old, present their summer spectacular featuring patriotic favorites and Hawaiian music
and hula. It is a vaudeville show complete with soft
shoe, tap dance and novelty dance routines, great old
songs, Charleston, cane twirling, sing-along, celebrity imitations, jokes, and lots of audience participation. 2 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 11.
Encore Entrepreneurs: Weeks 4, 5 & 6 of the series are still available! Learn how to generate, cultivate and develop your business ideas and concepts.
Take the challenge and see if you are ready to be an
entrepreneur. 6:30-8:30 p.m., Tuesdays, Aug. 7,
Aug. 14, Aug. 21.

Week 4: Know Your Customer
Week 5: Where’s the Money?
Week 6: Pricing for Profit
Poetry Reading: Elise Panehal presents A Family
Tree of Poetry "Poetry gives our words the chance
to sing," says singer/poet Elise Panehal. She will perform poems from her book, The Girl Who Couldn't Talk Dirty. An accomplished musician, Ms.
Panehal will incorporate music into her performance.
7 p.m., Monday, Aug. 27.

FOR CHILDREN: (September Preview)

Weekly Children’s Storytimes resume in September.
Call
(440)
234-5475
or
visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and ages. Programs are available for children from birth
through age 5 as well as children of school
age. Registration is not required for weekly storytimes.
Build and Do: Students in grades K-3 are invited to
join us as we share a story and use LEGO® bricks
and other materials to solve challenges on a related
theme. Registration required. 10-11 a.m., Saturday,
Sept. 1.
Blocks Party: Children 3-5 and their caregivers will
have fun building with a variety of age appropriate blocks. This will be a great way to explore the
world of engineering and enjoy interactive play.
Registration required. 10-11 a.m., Friday, Sept. 7.

Grandparents Day Celebration:
Ages 3 -10 with caregiver

Let's honor all our grandparents, step-grandparents,
adopted grandparents, and anyone we love like a
grandparent: bring them to the Berea Branch to celebrate Grandparents Day! Join us for a fun afternoon
of stories, games, crafts and other exciting activities.
Registration required. 2-3 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 8.

BW plans for new classroom building put on hold
Baldwin Wallace University’s plans to raze six
homes to make room for a new 48,500-squarefoot academic building have been delayed.
BW was to present its plans to the Berea Planning Commission on July 19 but requested that
the item be pulled from the agenda. As of press
time, no other date had been scheduled. Planning
Commission’s next meetings are Aug. 2 and
Aug. 16.
The new two-story Math & Computer Sciences
Building would be located at the northwest corner of Front Street and East Fifth Avenue. The
current computer science program is in the former Loomis School on Tressel Street.
Mayor Cyril Kleem voiced his opposition to the
project. In a letter to residents abutting the area,
he wrote, “I believe this project is a bad idea for
Berea and in particular for your neighborhood.”

The mayor said the project as proposed is not
consistent with Berea’s or BW’s master plans
and is not consistent with Berea’s Zoning Code.
He also expressed concerns about parking and
an increase in traffic.
The six homes to be demolished are at 362, 372,
378, 384 and 390 Front St. and at 28 E. Fifth
Ave. Planning Commission must OK the removal of the homes and must OK a conditional use
for the property. Landscaping also must be approved as well as parking, setbacks, the roof and
window modifications. The commission will
also review the site plan.
Mayor Kleem said he was encouraging residents
to attend the Planning Commission meeting
where they will “receive more detailed information and can express their views.”

City upgrades regulations for
rental properties

Citing an increase in the number of rental properties in the city and concerns about safety and
parking, Berea City Council has OK’d new rules
and regulations for landlords.
The changes go into effect Oct. 1 and require
landlords to apply for a leasing permit good for
a year. Cost of the permit is $60. The application must include the name, address, phone
number and email address of the property owner. If the owner is not local, a local agent must
be designated to deal with complaints and emergencies. The application also must include a description of the rental unit, including the type
and number of rooms and the number of rooms
to be used as bedrooms. The number of tenants
must be listed and the owner must submit a
signed statement that the dwelling unit complies
with all provisions of the city building code and
ordinances.
Tenants will be provided a packet of information “so they know what is safe and not
safe,” Law Director Barbara Jones said. Renting
space in a basement without proper emergency
exits is not safe, for example.
A leasing permit can be denied if the property
has been declared a nuisance and the issues have
not been resolved. Property owners can appeal
if a property is declared a nuisance or when a
permit is denied. The appeals hearings will give
neighbors the opportunity to comment.
Nuisances can include failure to abide by the
city’s exterior maintenance codes, violating
parking regulations, failure to control weeds and
vegetation, failure to control garbage and trash
or committing a felony.
Jones described the new regulations as “a different approach.” Leasing will be treated more like
a business permit, she said. The leasing program
will be moved from the zoning code to the
building code.

Monthly Berean

Anytime Strata

Ingredients:
6 slices of bread (white or whole wheat) / 4 cups
cubed
1-2 cups shredded cheese (cheddar, Monterey
Jack, Swiss)
6 eggs
2 cups milk
Salt, pepper to taste
1 tsp mustard (optional)
Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Layer bread
crumbs in well-greased 9x13 pan. In a bowl,
combine eggs, milk, seasoning & beat well.
Pour over breading. Push bread down into mixture with fork. Cover & refrigerate 6-8 hours or
overnight. Can be frozen. Bake 40-45 min. Let
stand 10 minutes before serving.
For extra flavor, add up to 1 lb. of cooked meat
(sausage, ham, chicken) Or up to 2 cups of
cooked vegetables (spinach, broccoli, mushrooms, onions, green peppers).

Drivers needed for
Dinner to Your Door

Dinner to Your Door delivers meals to seniors
in Berea, Brook Park and Middleburg Heights
three times a week. Volunteer drivers are needed to pick up the meals at Smith School, 535
Wyleswood Drive, and deliver to routes in all
three communities. Volunteers can select which
days and how often they drive. Contact Berea
Community Outreach at bco@cityofberea.org or
call (440) 826-4891.
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Enhancing dinner with what’s in your pantry
Did you know there are 356 versions of pasta? Or
that stale bread can be used for more than just feeding the birds?
JoAnne Airaghi and Sue Manner have the answers.
Airaghi is a registered dietitian and Manner is a retired home economics teacher. They hang out at the
Berea Community Outreach Pantry on Thursdays
with recipe tips for clients.
“People think that pasta is just spaghetti,” Manner
said. “But there are other things you can do.” Stale
bread is great for making croutons.
Each month, the duo offers something different. One
month, they focused on uses for beans. Another
month, it was rice. During summer months, they offer recipes for fresh vegetables.
Airaghi said many people don’t realize that rice is
OK for diabetics. One-half cup of rice equals onecup of mashed potatoes, she said. “The key is portion
control.”
Airaghi and Manner said their goal is to educate
about food and menu options but also to connect
with clients. Often, clients have questions or offer
their own suggestions.
“I tell them, ‘Well, this is what I do. What do you
do?” said Manner.
“There’s give and take with people,” Airaghi said.
“They put their own spin on things. The big thing is
to get them to talk and to listen to their concerns.”
One man offered a recipe for what he called
“drunken raisins.” It involves soaking raisins overnight in gin or vodka. He claimed it helped his arthritis.

All events are free unless indicated. Tickets for
paid events are available at bw.edu/tickets unless stated otherwise. For a complete listing of
events, visit bw.edu/events or call (440) 8262325.
Faculty Recital: Joanne Uniatowski, mezzosoprano, Sandra Simon, soprano and Beth
Burrier, piano: Featuring an in-concert presentation of Pen & Harmon's "Goblin Market"
adapted from the poem by Christina Rossetti. 7
p.m., Friday, Aug. 24, Fynette Kulas Music
Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49 Seminary
St.
Sowing Seeds of Discontent: Works by Ryan
Dewey: Dewey draws formal comparisons between glacial activity and agriculture, embarking
on a sculptural tour that begins in a past ice age,
moves through the dawn of civilization and the
beginnings of catalog culture, continues to our
present time, and reaches into the deep future to
see where discontent is taking us. Visit ryandewey.org. Aug. 31 – Sept. 21. Opening Reception:
5-8 p.m., Friday, Aug. 31, Fawick Art Gallery,
Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley
Road.

JoAnne Airaghi, left, and Sue Manner offer
recipes and fellowship to clients of Berea
Community Outreach.

Airaghi and Manner cannot vouch for that but they
do try all the recipes they offer Berea Outreach clients.
The two met at the Berea Branch library earlier this
year when they both attended a program on vegetarianism. They discovered they were neighbors. “When
I look out my window, I see her house,” Manner
said.
From that encounter they decided to volunteer for
BCO. When the pantry said clients were not choosing certain items, like canned green beans or baked
beans, Airaghi and Manner thought they could devise recipes to make those foods more appealing.
They set up a table at the entrance to the pantry.
Napkins, aprons and signs were designed by Airaghi’s daughter.
“They (the clients) are grateful,” Airaghi said, for the
help BCO offers. “It is a challenge for them. Many
have never been in this situation before. It is nice to
know we can help.”

City announces new
downtown parking
regulations

The city has created a new downtown business
parking district that will permit on-the-street
parking only for retail, commercial, office, food
and beverage service, banking, personal services, health care such as vision and dental and
special events.
From 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., students who are attending classes or are accessing housing should be
parking in BW designated lots. That applies to
guests of BW students also.
The change goes into effect on Monday, Aug.
13. The city will hire a part-time parking control
monitor to patrol the downtown area, according
to Safety Director Barbara Jones.
Jones said the city had worked with BW students and met with student groups to explain
where they could most appropriately park. The
new regulations are the result of concerns of
business owners and patrons.
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Summer lunch program
continues through Aug. 17

A summer lunch program for children will continue through Friday, Aug. 17 at People’s Community Church, 631 N. Rocky River Drive, and
at St. Mary’s School, 265 Baker St.
Lunches can be picked up from noon to 1 p.m.
The brown bag lunches include sandwiches,
fruit, dessert and beverages. The program is
hosted by the Berea Area Ministerial Association.

Community Events
Aug. 2: Ground-breaking for new Berea-Midpark
High School. 7:30 a.m., behind school, 165 E. Bagley Road.
Aug. 2: Quarry Quilters. 6 p.m., Berea Branch Library.
Aug. 2: Safe Passages Family Support Group.
6:30 p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
Aug. 3: Live at the Lake concert. 8-10 p.m., Departure, a Journey tribute band. Free.
Aug. 5: St. Adalbert Parish Festival. 12:30-8 p.m.,
Music by Chicago Tradition. Homemade Polish fare,
raffles, polka dancing, kids games, 66 Adalbert St.
Aug. 7-12: Cuyahoga County Fair.
Aug. 10: Academy for Dramatic Arts. Auditions
for children 7-12 for fall production “Flat Stanley
Jr.” Go to www.academyfordramaticarts.net
for
further information.
Aug. 10: Live at the Lake concert. 8-10 p.m., Jon
Langston, country musician. This is the final concert
in the series.

Suburban Clock

Matt & Gina Madzy

Makovich & Pusti
Architects

Steve & Nancy Doutt

American Legion
Auxiliary Post 91
Georgianna Rhode
Dr. Edward
& Evelyn White
Berea Library

Steve SlimakSafeguard by Prime
Yvonne Fulimeni
Pat & Dick Koharik
Berea Chamber of
Commerce

Aug. 15: Millstream Quilters. 1 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Meets the third Wednesday of the month.
Aug. 16: Veterans Picnic. 5-9 p.m., Coe Lake Pavilion. RSVP to Chaplain Willie by Aug. 13. (440) 9734567, wspringer@cityofberea.org. Free.
Aug. 16: Safe Passages Family Support Group.
6:30 p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
Aug. 16: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus –
Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library meeting room.
Aug. 18: Veterans Coffee Chat. 10 a.m. to noon,
Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St. Free.
Aug. 19: Blessing of the Animals. 3-5 p.m., Christ
United Church, 23114 West Road, on the front lawn.
All are welcome to bring their pets.

Aug. 20: Classes Begin Baldwin Wallace University.
Aug. 21: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
Aug. 22: A Taste of Africa. 6:30 p.m., Coe Lake
Pavilion. Food, music & fellowship. Explore African
culture & hear from Congolese refugees. RSVP to
Natalie Guzzo, bco@cityofberea.org or (440) 8264891.
Aug. 22: National Air Races. 7 p.m., Berea Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St. Multi-media program
by Military Historian Bill Meizner. (440) 243-2541.
Aug. 23: First Day of School Elementary & Middle School, Berea City School District.
Aug. 23: Orientation for 10th Grade, BereaMidpark High School.
Aug. 23: Parent Night, Berea-Midpark High
School. 6:30-8:30 p.m. For all parents of 9-12 students.
Aug. 24: Orientation for 9th Grade, BereaMidpark High School.
Aug. 24: Bulk Trash Pickup Day
Aug. 25: Fundraiser for Team Cormack. 5-7 p.m.,
Two Bucks Food & Spirit, 24108 Lorain Road,
North Olmsted. Dinner & Raffles. Proceeds to benefit organ transplant fund for two Berea children.
Adults $30, kids $10. Call (440) 558-8818 or COTAforTeamCormack@gmail.com.
Aug. 27: First Day of School, Berea-Midpark
High School.
Aug. 30: First Day of School for Kindergarten,
Berea City School District.

