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Established in 1836

Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem

The City of Berea
launched an updated version of its Web site earlier
this month. We hope
you’ve had chance to look
at it, click on a few options and explore the site.
We think you’ll find it
attractive and easy to use.

There are links to City
activities,
departments
and services. You can pay your water bill here,
rent the Gazebo or Pavilion or leave a comment.
You can read The Berean here or sign up to receive The Berean via email. That includes the
popular Program Guide too.
We recommend that you create a unique
username and password so you can log in to this
site and take full advantage of all it has to offer.
We can notify you of upcoming events, such as
the Grindstone Festival or Live at the Lake concerts; tell you about projects, such as street repairs; or the date of the next City Council or
Planning Commission meeting and what’s on the
agenda.

Developer will market North End properties
The City of Berea has entered a memorandum of
understanding with a developer to market cityowned commercial and residential land at the
northern gateway to the city.
The goal is to create a retail destination area with
a separate residential component. The city owns
11.6 acres of commercial land and 2.35 acres of
residential property in the North End. The commercial lots are not contiguous.
The agreement with DMark Development LLC is
for one year. DMark “will work off the list (of
properties available) and may not use all the parcels,” said Matt Madzy of Berea’s development
office. The MOU calls for DMark to have exclusive marketing rights. The City is not paying
DMark. It is up to the developer to negotiate payment with prospective buyers.
The 15 commercial properties include the former
Williams Ford parcels, a carwash, Mid-City Tire,
Palker Automotive, a restaurant, Berea Castings,
Mebco and a laundromat. All of those businesses
have been vacated. The Gateway Development
Project will be a mixed use commercial project
that conforms to the city’s Uptown District zoning.

A City committee spent months working with
professional web designers to make the site userfriendly and more visual. Let us know what you
think.

There are 14 residential parcels, which will be
developed separately. These are undeveloped
contiguous lots in the Emerson Avenue/Shelley
Parkway area. There is no access road.

It’s important for us at City Hall to communicate
with you. This Berean is one vehicle. We also
have a City Facebook page and Twitter and Instagram accounts. To be effective, communication
must be two-way. Our updated web site is another way for us to connect with you and for you to
talk to us.

The primary goal is to sell the properties, Madzy
said, but the City is open to ground leases for the
commercial lots. That means the City would still
own the land but lease it to a builder, who would
own any building on the property.

Our web address remains www.cityofberea.org.
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FLAG DAY

Thursday, June 14
American Legion Post 91

91 American Legion Parkway
(off Adams Street)
7 p.m.
Flag Disposal Ceremony
Flags that are torn, soiled or no longer usable
may be left in the Legion’s flag drop box in the
rear of the building.
____________________________________________________________________________

Berea Elks Lodge 1815

626 N. Rocky River Drive
6 p.m.
Flag Retirement Ceremony
Flags may be dropped off at the lodge 6-8 p.m.
Monday-Saturday

This vacant lot, which used to house Williams
Ford, is one of 15 commercial parcels the City
hopes to develop in the North End.

Any sale or ground lease proposal would have to
be approved by Berea City Council.
The City has conducted tests of the commercial
lots but DMark can also inspect the properties
and do environmental tests, soil borings and other
tests and surveys it deems necessary.
The City listed price ranges for the commercial
parcels at $125,000 to $225,000 per acre. The
residential lots would be sold as one block of
land for a total amount of $80,000.
Mayor Cyril Kleem said Berea envisions a
“signature project that serves as a gateway to the
City.” He said the resulting commercial venture
should create a vibrant, sustainable district that
serves the neighborhood and is a visually pleasing entry to the City.
Developing the residential portion will provide
new housing options, Madzy said. “It will return
underused land to active use,” he said.

Churches host
summer lunch program

A summer lunch program for children in need will
be hosted by the Berea Area Ministerial Association.
Children can be any age through high school age
and must be residents of Berea. There is no need
to register.
The free lunches will include sandwiches, fruit,
dessert and beverages. The lunches can be picked
up noon to 1 p.m. Monday-Friday from June 3 –
Aug. 17 at People’s Community Church, 631 N.
Rocky River Drive and at St. Mary’s School, 265
Baker St. There will be no pickup available on
July 4.
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, June 22

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large
objects that will not fit into the regular blue
trash container.
Doors must be removed from refrigerators and
placed next to the refrigerator at curbside.
Notify Republic if Freon is involved.
Questions: Call Republic Services
(800) 433-1309

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Fourth of July holiday, curbside
trash pickup in Berea will be delayed that week.

Trash will be picked up on
Saturday, July 7.
Trash and recyclables should be placed at the
curb no earlier than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 6.
Containers should be removed and stored by 10
a.m. on Sunday, July 8.

Recycling Tip of the Month

Shredded paper should NOT be placed in
curbside recycling bins. The shreds are too
small to be sorted at the Republic Services recycling facility and may damage the sorting equipment. Instead, place shredded paper in paper
bags and drop off at paper recycling locations
such as the green and yellow Abitibi bins found
at many churches and schools.

AFS looking for host families

The AFS Student Exchange Program at BereaMidpark High School is looking for families to
host foreign students arriving here in August.
The students will be enrolled at BMHS for the
year. For more information, contact Nancy
Goette at (440) 234-3821.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by
the City of Berea and is distributed to residents,
organizations and businesses in Berea.
Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor

To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com
(440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.
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Local government 101: A quick overview
“Most people don’t know how their local government operates,” Mayor Cyril Kleem told seniors as
part of the City’s monthly Inspiration Information
speakers series at Smith School.
The Mayor said he sometimes fields questions
about the schools, the fairgrounds, the municipal
court or the Metroparks – none of which the City
has any control over.
“The most calls I ever got was when the district
renamed Berea High School,” he said. “The City
had nothing to do with that.”
“This is a quick overview,” he told seniors about
his talk. “It’s a general scope of things we do, the
restrictions and laws.”
He covered three major topics – the city charter,
property taxes and zoning.
The charter, he said, creates the structure for city
government. It doesn’t include laws but establishes
the office of mayor, the structure for City Council,
boards and commissions. By law, the charter is
reviewed every five years. Any suggested changes
are submitted to City Council. If Council agrees,
those changes are put on the ballot to be voted on
by residents. The most recent major change was in
2016 when voters agreed that Berea should have a
non-partisan ballot.
Berea has a strong mayor form of government,
Mayor Kleem said. He is responsible for the dayto-day operations of the City. Council members
are part time and often have full-time jobs with
local businesses. They meet twice a month. Their
main function is to approve the city budget and
vote on ordinances and contracts.
Property taxes are a thorny issue for many residents. Actually, “the City doesn’t collect most of
the taxes homeowners pay,” the Mayor said. The
City collects 17 percent of your total property tax
bill. The schools get the lion’s share with Metroparks and county health and human services getting a smaller cut.

“The City hasn’t raised property taxes in 20
years,” the Mayor said. “If your taxes have gone
up, it’s because voters have OK’d a levy or bond
issue for the schools or for a county-wide program.”
The Berea water plant is self-sufficient. Water
bills have not been increased in 11 years. The City
does include fees from the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District on the City water bills. Those
NEORSD fees have increased.

Budget planning starts in September, the Mayor
said. He meets with department heads to discuss
what capital and operating costs to plan for.
Revenue has decreased since 2008 so the City
has had to “do more with less,” he said.
Zoning is a major concern, the Mayor said. “If
the City doesn’t own the land, it can’t tell the
property owner what to build there.” Zoning
codes do offer some restrictions, keeping businesses in a commercial district and homes in residential districts.
“A few years ago, we didn’t have a zoning code
for adult-oriented businesses,” he recalled. “One
such business was looking at a location on the
Triangle in downtown Berea. We enacted a zoning code limiting adult businesses to a specific
spot on Bagley Road. We’re not inviting adult
businesses here. If they want to locate here, we
can’t stop them, but we can limit where they
are.”
As an example, the Mayor said the City of Houston has no zoning regulations. There, an adult
business can operate next to a school.
The aim of zoning codes “is to make people
comfortable where they live,” the Mayor said.
The next Inspiration Information session will be
June 13 when police officers will discuss the
opioid epidemic.

Shred fest, electronics roundup set for June 30
Documents will be shredded and electronics collected for recycling on Saturday, June 30 in the
parking lot of the A.B. Bonds Administration
Building, 275 Eastland Road, on the campus of
Baldwin Wallace University. Please note this new
location.
The shred fest will run 9 a.m. to noon or until the
truck is full. Documents will be shredded on site.
The electronics roundup will accept items from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. or until the truck is full. These items
will be accepted: computers, speakers, stereo
equipment, video games and systems, microwaves,
computer cables, servers, printers, cameras, DVD
players, Li-ion batteries, fax machines, camcorders, CD players, computer parts, any phone system, flat screen monitors, keyboards, copiers, cell
phones, floppy discs, power supplies, electronic
cables, mice, scanners, Palm equipment, AC adap-

tors and toner and ink cartridges.
No TVs or CRT monitors will be accepted.
Hard drives will be shredded on site for $10 each.
Outdated prescription medicines can be dropped
off and will be disposed of by Southwest General
Health Center. Eyeglasses and eyeglass cases will
be donated to Lions International to be distributed
to needy communities worldwide.
The shred fest and electronics roundup are cosponsored by the City of Berea and the Rotary
Club of Berea. The event is free but donations will
be accepted to support Rotary projects such as
scholarships for Berea-Midpark and Olmsted Falls
High Schools and Polaris Career Center students,
support for youth sports and support for area food
pantries.
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Safe Passages support group
offers Narcan training

Training on how to administer Narcan in cases of
drug overdoses is being offered by the Safe Passages support group.
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MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked
hard to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to
work every day to deserve the honor and responsibility
you have given them.

Called Project Dawn, the training is for those family members and friends who might witness a drug
overdose. The training will be 6:30 p.m. on June
21 at the Elks Lodge, 626 N. Rocky River Drive
during a regular meeting of the support group.
Safe Passages is a drug interdiction program run
by the Berea Police Department. The support
group is for family and friends of addicts and people in recovery.
RSVP for the Narcan training to
barbarafolds@yahoo.com.

Elks name police officer
Citizen of the Year

Detective Dennis Bort
Detective Dennis Bort grew up in Parma and is a
graduate of Normandy High School. After graduation, he joined the Ohio Air National Guard and
served five years. ln 1990, he joined the Cleveland
Police Department. He spent five years in the 2nd
District and six as a pilot in the Cleveland Police
Aviation Unit where he flew both helicopters and
fixed winged aircraft.
ln 2001, he joined the Berea Police Department
and worked patrol until 2005 after which he was
moved to the Detective Bureau. He has recently
begun his training as the Berea Police Depart-

Police Sgt. Patrick Greenhill, second from left, is presented with the Berea Elks Citizen of the Year Award
by Richard Threadgill, past exalted ruler; Jeff Coyle,
exalted ruler; and Hank Nest, past exalted ruler.

Berea Fire Station remodeled
for new ladder truck

Greenhill heads the police department’s Community Engagement Unit. He was honored during a
City Council meeting.

In turn, Greenhill thanked the Elks for supporting
City programs.

Berea Kiwanis
Cleveland “TOPS” Concert
Thursday, June 21
7 p.m.
Berea-Midpark High School Auditorium

Money raised from this concert helps to support
the activities of the Division 24 Kiwanis, all of
them related to the Kiwanis motto of “serving the
children of the world”. Tickets are $20 and are
available from Jeff Haas at (440) 227-9723.

Civil service runs in the family in the form of police officers, firefighters and nurses. Favorite hobbies are cooking, fishing and watching local sports
teams. Detective Bort is grateful for the opportunity to serve the citizens of Berea.

Police, fire offer Summer
Safety Camp for kids

Students in fourth and fifth grades are invited to
take part in a Summer Safety Camp offered by
the Berea Divisions of Police and Fire on June
18-22.

Berea Police Sgt. Patrick Greenhill has been
named Berea Elks Lodge 1815’s Citizen of the
Year.

Richard Threadgill, past Exalted Ruler of the Berea Elks, said the lodge wanted to recognize a
member of the community who exemplifies the
core principles of charity, justice, brotherly love
and fidelity. Greenhill has worked with the Elks on
outreach to young people, especially on drug
awareness. He also is very active with Safe Passages, the police department’s drug interdiction
program.

ment’s new K-9 Officer. He is looking forward to
getting back on patrol with the department’s newest member "Vader” - an all-black German Sheppard, who will be trained in drug detection, tracking and apprehension of suspects. Being a K-9 Officer is a dream job for Bort since he first became
a police officer and he is grateful to the city for
bringing back the position and for the generous
donation from the Berea City Club for making it
possible.

The Berea Fire Department is set to get a brand
new ladder truck this summer but one of the station’s bay doors has to be revamped to accommodate it.
The doors are 10 feet high. The new truck
measures 11 feet 7 inches. The height of one of
the doors is being raised to 12 feet 4 inches so the
ladder truck will fit. The change will not disturb
the roof line, Chief Mark Kaufhold said. “Modern
fire stations are typically built with 14-foot-high
doors,” he said.
The new truck is being partially paid for with a
grant from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. The $797,667 grant is part of the Assistance to Firefighters Grants program. Total cost of
the truck is a bit more than $1 million with the city
paying the remainder of the costs.
The ladder truck will replace a 30-year-old ladder
truck with maintenance issues. The new vehicle
will arrive in late June or early July.

The camp will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday-Friday at Smith School, 535 Wyleswood
Drive and will include a combination of fire/
paramedic and law enforcement topics with a
mix of classroom, hands-on experiences and
demonstrations. The camp is free.
Register at the Berea Recreation Center,
451 Front St.

“The Best & the Brightest
of Berea High”
New exhibit
Berea Historical Society
118 E. Bridge St.
Grand Re-Opening

2-4 p.m.
Sunday, June 3
Refreshments
(440) 243-2541
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At the Library
Used book sale is June 22-24

Friends of the Berea Branch Library are hosting
a used book sale from June 22-24. The Friends
Preview will be 1-5:30 p.m. on Friday, June 22.
The public sale begins 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on
Saturday, June 23. A Bag Sale will be 1-3:454
p.m. on Sunday, June 24.
Reservations are requested for all programs except weekly children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other
programs at the Berea Branch during June are:
FOR ADULTS
Recorder Consort West Summer Concert: A
musical performance by a 14-member recorder
group. 1:30 p.m., Sunday, June 3.
Cleveland Rocks: A two-week series about
music pioneers and other colorful personalities
responsible for making Cleveland the rock ‘n’
roll capital of the world. 7 p.m., Thursdays,
June 21 and June 28.

FOR TEENS
String Art: Create a string art masterpiece.
Supplies provided. Registration required. For
students in grades 6-12. 7 p.m., Wednesday,
June 27.
Book Buddies: Big Buddies help Little Buddies improve reading skills by reading aloud together and playing fun reading games and activities. Registration required. Big Buddies are students in grades 6-12. Little Buddies are in grades
1-3. 2 p.m., Mondays, June 18, June 25, July 2
and July 9.

Let’s Learn Together Outside: For ages 3-5
with adult caregivers. The family will take part
in nature-based play outside in local green
space. Caregivers will learn tools and strategies
for engaging children in learning while exploring the outdoors. A three-part series. Registration required. 6:30 p.m., Tuesdays, June 12,
July 10 and July 31.
Rhyming and Rocking Afternoon Fun: Meet
some Mother Goose nursery rhyme characters
before the Storybook Adventures at Coe Lake on
Aug. 2. 2-4 p.m., Wednesday, June 20.

FOR CHILDREN
Drop In Musical Crafts: For families. Those
in the Summer Reading Program can make their
own instrument. 9 a.m. to Noon, Saturday, June
2.

Lunch Bunch Book Club: Pack a lunch and
join a discussion of “A Fuzzy Mud” by Louis
Sachare. Books are available at the check-out
desk one month before. Registration is required.
For Grades 5-6. 1 p.m., Wednesday, June 27.

Rockin’ and Rollin’ Dance Party: For ages 310 with adult caregivers. Registration required.
2 p.m., Saturday, June 2.

Little Bookworms Book Club: We will discuss
“Flat Stanley” by Jeff Brown. Registration is
required. For Grades 3-4. 2 p.m., Thursday,
June 28.

Berea hosts breakfast for veterans

FATHER’S DAY CAR SHOW

More than 75 veterans and family members attended a free breakfast hosted by Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office on Saturday, April 14.

3-8 p.m., Sunday, June 17
Judging at 6:30 p.m.
Berea Fairgrounds (Gate 5)

Representatives of the Cuyahoga County Veterans Service Commission and the VA Health
System were on hand to answer questions.
Members of the Buffalo Soldiers motorcycle
club and Rolling Thunder of Medina also attended to lend support.

Donation fee for classic cars, $10
(Pre-Register or Pay at the gate)
Food – Live Entertainment
Proceeds benefit Wounded Heroes

American Legion Post 234 of Brunswick posted
the colors. Breakfast of scrambled eggs, sausage,
bacon, hash browns, biscuits and gravy was donated by Southwest General Health Center. Polaris Career Center donated pastry.
Chaplain Willie Springer, a combat veteran of
Vietnam and veterans outreach coordinator, said
that many veterans remain homeless. “We can
reach out to them and help them,” he said. There
are about 2,000 veterans and their families in
Berea. He said his office aims to be a resource
“to bring them together.”
“You served your country,” Springer said. “And
you never stopped serving.”
John Schluep, a retired pastor and founder of
Warrior’s Journey Home, invited veterans to attend the group’s twice monthly meetings at Heritage Congregational Church, 485 West St.
Schluep said all veterans need healing in mind,
body and spirit. “The VA can help with the body
and mind,” he said. “We take care of the spirit.”
Warrior’s Journey Home meets at 6 p.m. on the
second and fourth Sundays of the month.
The Veterans Outreach Office is part of the na-

More than 75 veterans and spouses attended a
free breakfast hosted by Berea’s Veterans
Outreach Office.

tional We Honor Veterans program of the Hospice Veterans Partnership. The office has partnered with Baker Osinski Kensinger Funeral
Home, attorney Sam Butcher and Southwest
General Hospice. Jim Boylan of Southwest
General said hospice is working on a veterans
history project. His office is hoping to interview
as many older vets as possible, especially those
from World War II and Korea. “So much history will be forgotten if we don’t do something,”
he said.
The Berea Veterans Outreach Office is looking
for volunteers – fellow vets who can spend time
helping with special events, such as the breakfast, and with visiting vets in hospice care. Volunteers meet once a month to plan events.
Upcoming programs include a veterans picnic
in August and a ceremony to honor 2nd Lt. Albert Baesel after whom American Legion Post
91 in Berea is named. Baesel received the Medal of Honor for heroism in France during World
War I.
Contact Springer at wspringer@cityofberea.org
or call (440) 973-4567.

For more information, call (440) 532-0486
woundedheroes@wowway.com
www.woundedhero.org

Veterans Coffee Chat
10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, June 16

Berea Recreation Center
Active Senior Network Room
451 Front St.
Monthly coffee, donuts and conversation
With Chaplain Willie Springer
Office of Veterans Outreach
wspringer@cityofberea.org
(440) 973-4567
A place for veterans to connect
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Outreach office honors veterans at Generations
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and
resources for military veterans.
Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Seventeen veterans at Generations Senior Living
Berea received flag pins and recognition certificates during a special ceremony in May.

Outreach Office asks for donations

The Berea Veterans Outreach Office conducts
the pinnings at area assisted living and nursing
homes. Family members are invited.
“You’re a special club,” Chaplain Willie Springer, the Veterans Outreach coordinator, told the
veterans. “We can tell stories to each other.”
Springer conducts weekly group meetings with
the vets.
“World War II, Korea – you paved the way for
me,” said Springer, an Army combat veteran of
Vietnam.
Springer also recognized families. “Even though
you weren’t with us, you were part of the battle
too. You sent us packages and letters, brought us
news from home.”
“Freedom is not free,” Springer emphasized.
“Those young men and women serving today are
still fighting for freedom.”
One of those honored was Rod Jaynes, 93, a
World War II Army vet. Jaynes was stationed
with the 4906th Service Command based in Hawaii. Jaynes said it was a coast artillery unit
where he served as a fire control instrument operator and military police officer. He was discharged as a corporal.
Richard Gedeon, 95, was a P-47 fighter pilot
based in Iceland and Belgium. He took part in
the Battle of the Bulge. He came home with an
Air Medal and eight oak leaf clusters. He said

Chaplain Willie Springer of Berea’s Veterans Outreach
Office thanks fellow vets at Generations Senior Living
for their service.

Europeans were “so grateful” to see American
troops. Belgians treated them like family. As
parts of Germany were invaded by Allied forces,
“The German people were relieved. It was like a
burden had been lifted from their shoulders,” he
said.
Gedeon’s daughter, Shirley Gerecke, of Berea
said she was grateful for the recognition ceremony. “This Outreach Office is doing so much. It’s
important that these vets be recognized. The war
was an important part of my father’s life.”
The veterans included 14 from World War II,
one from the Korean War and two from Vietnam.
They are Paul Dzeiak, Dick Fletcher, Richard
Gedeon, John Haley, Rod Jaynes, Bob Jech,
John Justice, James Lekan, Joe Nechvatal, Clarence Newman, Don Nicol, Nick Sekreta, Bob
Smith, Jim Smith, Len Stitt and Carsten Sunde.

VETERANS PICNIC
Free Picnic to all Military Veterans & Families
Hosted by: Berea’s Office of Veterans Outreach

Thursday, August 16th
5-9 p.m.
Coe Lake Pavilion

Join us for Food, Music & Fellowship!
RSVP: Chaplain Willie Springer, by August 13!
At (440) 973-4567 or wspringer@cityofberea.org
Menu to include:
Ribs, Chicken & Hot Dogs

Band Performance by:
Guitars 4 Veterans

Meet Cleveland
Browns Alumni!

The Berea Veterans Outreach Office is asking
for donations to support its many programs.
Funds would be used to provide paper products
and beverages for events, such as the Veterans
Breakfast and Picnic; flag pins and holiday gifts
for vets in hospice care; pictures for the Veterans Photo Project; small flags for programs in
Berea schools; T-shirts for volunteers; musical
entertainment at vet events; flowers for the Memorial Service at Coe Lake. Funds will be deposited in a designated account. Make checks
payable to the City of Berea and indicate Veterans Outreach Office in the memo line. Mail or
drop off at Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons, Berea, OH 44017.

Blue, Gold Stars are collectibles

The traditional blue stars placed in windows to
denote a family member as a member of the
military were designed in 1917 during World
War I. Gold Stars to commemorate a loved one
lost in battle were begun during World War II.
Those stars are now collectors’ items, especially
the older ones dating to the last century. They
are considered war memorabilia.

Women vets needed
for brain trauma research

Pink Concussions is partnering with the Veterans Health Administration to conduct research
into the effects of head trauma on women veterans. So far, much of the research has been done
on men. As a group, women react differently,
Pink Concussions said. “They have greater
symptoms, more severe symptoms and on average a longer recovery,” said Katherine Snedaker
of Pink Concussions. “We don’t know if that’s
because we’re not treating them correctly.” To
help with more intense research, women vets
who suffered TBIs are being asked to make sure
their living wills include a donation of their
brains to the VA’s National PTSD Brain Bank –
https://www.research.va.gov
or
www.pinkconcussions.com.

VA updates online appeals tracker

Vets who want to view past and current appeals
issues can go to vets.gov to find a new tool to
track progress. The updated site allows vets to
receive alerts for deadlines when action is required, preview the next events in their timeline
and see estimates of how long it will take. The
new tool was designed with input from veterans. When vets log on to vets.gov and click on
“Check your claims and appeals status,” they
will go to a screen that lists all of their past and
current claims and appeals. Follow the prompts
for more information.
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Berea Baseball Association
Fundraisers
5-8 p.m., June 14
Five Guys
17695 Bagley Road

Mention BBA,
Five Guys will donate 25 percent to BBA
__________________________________________________

5-9 p.m., June 25
Chipotle

17999 Bagley Road
Mention BBA, Chipotle will donate 50 percent
to BBA
Contact BBA for fliers

NEWS BRIEFS

Elks’ donation helps to update gym

The Elks Club of Berea donated $4,000 to the
Recreation Department to pay for upgrades to the
gym at Smith School. The Rec Department sponsors a growing youth basketball program in the
gym. The funds were used to buy and install new
safety padding under the basketball hoops and for
new hoops and backboards. More than 550 young
people are enrolled in the youth basketball program.

Car shows ongoing in muny lot

Car shows are ongoing every Sunday from 5-9
p.m. in the municipal parking lot behind City Hall.
The shows will continue, weather permitting,
through the end of September. A DJ provides entertainment.

Tressel Street paving under way

Traffic on Tressel Street is one-way southbound
while the street is being resurfaced. Access to the
parking lot of Strosacker Hall and to Guidestone,
the Durst Welcome Center and BW dorms will
remain open. Traffic will switch to northbound
only once the north lanes are completed. The project should be done by this summer. The work is
being funded by a $100,000 grant and a $200,000
interest-free loan from BW. The contractor is
Ronyak Paving.

Berean elected to PFLAG board

Chamber honors outstanding volunteers
The Berea Chamber of Commerce’s 51st annual
Grindstone Awards Banquet honored an outstanding citizen of the year, four courteous employees
and an up-and-coming entrepreneur.
Jeff Haas received the Grindstone Award for his
outstanding volunteer work with St. Mary’s
Church, the Berea Baseball Association, the Berea
City Club, the Berea Schools Athletic Boosters
and the Athletic Hall of Fame, Berea Kiwanis and
Hanson House – an organization that supports
those with traumatic brain injuries.
“I thought at my age, all the most wonderful things
had already happened to me,” Haas said as he accepted the award. He said he learned he was to be
inducted into the Berea Schools Athletic Hall of
Fame just weeks before it was announced that he
was the Grindstone winner. “It’s like winning the
lottery two times in a row,” Haas said.
Haas retired from NASA in 2012. “Sometimes
when people retire they relax,” Haas said. “Not
me. I throttled up.” He said he hasn’t reached the
point where he’s “too busy.”
“I do what I do because it’s important to me,” he
said. “I like organizations that are helping others
and giving me a sense of accomplishment and purpose.”
Haas was introduced by the Rev. Patrick Hunt of
Heritage Congregational Church. He called Haas
an “impact player.”
“Jeff is the kind of person who changes ‘what if?’
to reality. He changes the ordinary to the extraor-

Berea welcomes new
finance director

Andrea Morris, who previously worked for the City,
returns as finance director.

Morris was the assistant
finance director 1998-2005
under Dana Kavander, who
has accepted a position with
Orange Village.

Sharon Groh-Wargo has been elected vice president of PFLAG Cleveland. She had been president for 13 years. Groh-Wargo is professor of nutrition and pediatrics at Case Western Reserve
School of Medicine and the neonatal nutritionist
for MetroHealth Medical Center. She and her husband have two children and one grandchild.
PFLAG offers support to families and friends of
gay, lesbian and transgender people.

Morris’ first day on the job
was May 7. A graduate of
Bedford High School, she has a bachelor of business administration degree with a major in accounting from the University of Cincinnati. She
previously was the fiscal officer for the Village of
North Randall and worked for the State Auditor’s
Office.

Church hosts ReNew Week
for children, adults

“My goal is to continue the great financial legacy
of this City,” Morris said. Morris lives in Maple
Heights with her husband, Ted, and their three
children.

The United Methodist Church of Berea has scheduled a ReNew Week for all ages July 9-13. The
week will be like a Vacation Bible School for children and adults with a link to faith and the environment. Registration is now open. Go to
www.umcb.org or call (440) 234-3525.

Kavander began working for the City in 1990 as
an internal auditor and was later hired as finance
director. She was director of finance for three Berea mayors – Stanley Trupo, Joe Biddlecombe and
Cyril Kleem.

Receiving the Rising Star Award at the Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Grindstone Award Banquet was
Dr. Elizabeth Buckley, left. Courtesy Award winners
were Janis Dickey, Craig Mills, Officer Dan Kelly
and Amy Murray.

dinary,” Hunt said.
The Chamber donated $500 to Hanson House in
Haas’ honor. He also received a proclamation
from Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem.
The Courtesy Awards are given to employees in
the private and public sectors who go above and
beyond to help others. Receiving the awards this
year were Janis Dickey, a qualified intellectual
disability professional at Aristocrat Berea; Officer
Dan Kelly of the Berea Police Department; Craig
Mills of Berea McDonald’s; and Amy Murray, a
kindergarten teacher at Grindstone Elementary
School.
Dr. Elizabeth Buckley, DDS, of Berea Family
Dental received the Rising Star Award.
The dinner was April 19 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

Teacher hosts fishing
camp for kids
Mark Simon, a fifth-grade science teacher at
Ford Middle School, is hosting a day-long fishing expedition on Lake Erie for youngsters 9-14.
The six-hour camp will be aboard a 42-foot private fishing charter. The fee is $99 per camper
and includes rods, reels, tackle, bait, beverages,
snacks, lunch and a fishing camp T-shirt. Parents can come, too, but must purchase a ticket.
The camp will be offered June 6, June 13, June
20 and June 27. Each camp is limited to 22 students.
Campers will have the option of keeping their
catch. The day will end with a biology lesson on
the dock as fish are fileted and children learn
about fish anatomy. The “catch” can include
yellow perch, walleye, smallmouth bass, sheephead or catfish.
For more information and to register, go to
www.lakeeriefishingcamp.com.
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SCHOOL NEWS
Polaris students inducted
into Honor Society

A record 84 Polaris Career Center students were inducted into the National Technical Honor Society.
Of those, 35 were from Berea-Midpark High School.
To be eligible, students had to earn all As in their
Polaris programs, maintain a 95 percent attendance
rate and maintain a 3.0 GPA.
BMHS students were Jordyn Carosella, medical professions; Shaelyn Conway, cosmetology; Benjamin
Erison, heating, ventilation & air-conditioning; Anthony Graley, medical professions; Robert Hagan,
criminal justice; Alexis Hudak, medical professions;
Tiffany Lashock, medical professions; Vikki Nguyen, cosmetology; Nicholas Taraczkozy, heating,
ventilation & air-conditioning; Audrianna Wingenfeld, medical professions; Deba’e Al Zou’bi, biomedical science; Jasmin Ashriem, biomedical science; Dakota Bichara, biomedical science; Noah
Buncher, engineering; Gabriella Dashiell, engineering; Kaelynn Dockery, teaching professions; Sam
Fredericy, engineering; Madeline Hiros, engineering; Zachary Hoessle, engineering; Ethan Hunter,
engineering; Naomi Jackson, biomedical science;
Abby Komar, engineering; Alexis Lee, engineering;
Dawn Luong, engineering; Callie Moskal, biomedical science; Dylan Pickryl, engineering; Douglas
Poole, engineering; Joshua Ramirez, engineering;
Eric Richards-Diaz, engineering; Andrea Schwind,
engineering; Isabelle Senoyuit, biomedical science;
Rose Son, biomedical science; Cameron Thomas,
engineering; Thai Truong, engineering; Brianna
Woodworth, biomedical science.

Lady Titans repeat
as conference champs

The Berea-Midpark High School Lady Titans basketball team has won the Southwestern Conference
title for the second year in a row. This marks the
third time in five years the squad has come out on
top. The Lady Titans are 100-22 since the schools
merged in 2013. Their record was 15-1 in 2018.
Head coach Kevin Braxton was named Coach of the
Year for the third time.

Wrestlers win SWC tournament

The Middleburg Heights Junior High wrestlers took
first place in the Southwest Conference tournament.
Their dual meet record is 20-2. Austin Neal, Isaac
DiVencenzo and Shareef Williams took home firsts.
Hudson Devins, Luke Devins and Romel Kent won
seconds.

Cleveland Clinic honors students

Four Berea School District students received awards
in the Cleveland Clinic’s Expressions program. Begun in 2005, Expressions emphasizes science and
medicine. Students translate clinic high school interns’ research into art, literary and math interpretations. There were 1,700 submissions from 61
schools. Kayla Simonitis, a senior at BMHS, won a
red ribbon for her painting “Torn Apart.” Emma Januszeweki, eighth grade, won a blue ribbon for
“Trapped” about teen depression. Ethan Barker,
eighth grade, won Best in Show for his math project
“The Power of Vaccines.” Ashley Martincic, 10th
grade, won a white ribbon for “Amputation Mortality.”

News flash! High school TV station is on air
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For Sonja Collins, learning the ins and out of
producing a television show is a “fun thing to
do.”
For Kenny Nedoma, who with Collins takes
classes with Berea-Midpark High School’s new
Studio 17 video production course, it was the
key to a career.
The professional TV set and some of the equipment, like cameras and lighting, were the gift of
Fox Sports News. Other high-tech electronics
along with technical advice were provided by
OSB Studios of North Olmsted.
The Studio 17 is an offshoot of the school district’s former V Team, which was based in the
Middlebrook Education Center. “The challenge
was how to use the TV studio to create a course
to do productions,” said Karen Frimel, the
school district’s director of academic affairs.
“After two years, we are arriving.”
Teacher Sheri Williams took it from there. She
teaches a three-level class where students learn
all aspects of television production from lighting
and make-up to filming to on-air news casts.
There are 20 students in the class with 40-50 in a
club for those who look at TV as a hobby. Some
students are in both the class and the club.
“Everybody finds their niche,” Williams said.
The course is open to all grade levels and students from beginners to more experienced production crew members take classes together.
“They learn from each other,” Williams said.
The students have produced videos for Southwest General Health Center and the Berea Police
Department. They are working on daily school
announcements and filming school activities.
The club is researching the history of Berea
High School before and after the merger with
Midpark. The end result will be a film, hopefully
completed before the current school is razed and
the new high school opens in 2020.
Craig Smith of OSB Studios is on set and in the
field with the students. One project is to create a
two-minute video with the exchange students.
“The kids brainstormed this, wrote it,” Smith
said. “We wanted to explore the cultural differ-

Kenny Nedoma and Sonja Collins co-anchor the
news desk during a practice run in Studio 17.

ences, the languages but how we are all connected,” he said. The title is “Together We are
Stronger.” All broadcasts are through a closed
circuit only visible at the school.
Student Rudra Patel said Studio 17 enforced his
own fascination with video production. “I make
my own videos,” he said. He plans to attend the
Cleveland Institute of Art and eventually open
his own studio for commercial work.
Max Lizanich is the head writer and editor. “I
thought I’d like a career in entertainment,” he
said. He plans to study at Kent State.
Nedoma sees a career on screen. “I first looked
at this as something new to do but it has built
over the years as this is what I want to do as a
career,” he said. “The first time I was in front of
the camera, I was a little nervous. Now I’m more
comfortable.” He will attend Bluffton University.
Williams emphasizes that Studio 17 is a collaboration among several high school departments.
English teachers, for example, help students
with writing. Susan Malone of Realizing Your
Potential helps with PSAs. Tom Farmer of Fox
Sports and Band Boosters has children in the
district and lends expertise.
Where does the name Studio 17 come from? The
class is in Room 172 but the “2” is missing from
the sign. A student suggested the shortened version for the name, Williams said.
For more information on Studio 17, go to
www.bcsd.studio17.com.

Theatre offers summer classes for kids
The Academy for Dramatic Arts is offering four Group Vocal Technique and Repertoire (ages 10
summer workshops for children of all ages.
-13) meets 7-8 p.m. on Tuesdays June 19-Aug.
7. Michelle Cha teaches singing techniques and
Each class is $100 for eight weeks.
the basics of proper repertoire.
Imagination Nation (ages 6-8) will meet 6:307:30 p.m. on Mondays June 18-Aug. 6. Matt
Wilks teaches theatrical games and exercises to
develop imagination and creative skills.

Group Vocal Technique and Repertoire (ages 14
-18) meets 8-9 p.m. on Tuesdays, June 19-Aug.
7. Michelle Cha teaches age appropriate songs
and performances plus technique and repertoire.

One Act Wonders (ages 9-16) meets 7:45-8:45
p.m. on Mondays June 18-Aug. 6. Matt Wilks
teaches basic acting techniques and theater terminology. Students will perform a one-act fairy
tale.

All classes are at Christ United Church, 23114
West St. Register at
https://m.signupgenius.com/#1/
showSignUp/409054daba828a7fd0-afda.

Community Events
June 2: Curbside Trash Pickup Delayed because
of Memorial Day

at Coe Lake Pavilion. 7 p.m. Cost $5. RSVP to (440)
826-4891 or bco@cityofberea.org. For seniors 60+.

June 3: Berea Historical Society. 2-4 p.m. Grand
Re-Opening. New exhibit “The Best and Brightest of
Berea High.” Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.

June 17: FATHER’S DAY

June 5: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus –
Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library meeting room.
June 6: 74th Anniversary of D-Day.
June 7: Quarry Quilters. 6 p.m., Berea Branch Library. Meets the first Thursday of every month.
June 7: Safe Passages Family Support Group.
6:30 p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
June 9: Outdoor Movie “Wonder”. 9:30 p.m.,
Downtown Berea. Please bring your own chair or
blanket.
June 13: Inspiration Information Speaker Series.
Combating the Opioid Epidemic. 1:30 p.m., Smith
School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. Free. RSVP to Natalie Guzzo, nguzzo@cityofberea.org, (440) 8734740.
June 14: FLAG DAY
June 14: Berea Baseball Association. 5-8 p.m.,
Five Guys, 17695 Bagley Road, 25 percent of order
donated to BBA.
June 16: Veterans Coffee Chat. 10 a.m. to noon,
Berea Recreation Center hosted by the Office of Veterans Outreach. (440) 973-4567,
wspringer@cityofberea.org.
June 16: Club 535. Dancing, mocktails and games

MONDAY

JULY 2
Coe Lake Park
Grand Opening at 5 p.m.
Inflatables
Touch-a-Truck
Band Concert:
Breakfast Club
7-9 P.M.

June 17: Father’s Day Car Show. 3-8 p.m., judging
at 6:30 p.m., Berea Fairgrounds, Enter through Gate
5 off Bagley Road. Entry fee for show cars $10 per
car, pay at the door. Proceeds to benefit Wounded
Heroes.
June 19: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
June 20: Millstream Quilters. 1 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Meets the third Wednesday of the month.
June 21: Safe Passages Family Support Group.
6:30 p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
Narcan Training.
June 22: Bulk Trash Pickup Day
June 23: Dive in movie- “Despicable Me 3”.
9 p.m., outdoor pool. Pre-registration required.
(440) 826-5890 or ljakobsky@cityofberea.org.
June 25: Berea Baseball Association. 5-9 p.m.,
Chipotle, 17999 Bagley Road, 50 percent of order
donated to BBA.
June 28-29: Garage Sale. Pre-sale 6-7:30 p.m., June
27; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., June 28; 8 a.m. to noon, June
29. Berea Masonic Center, 366 Eastland Road.
June 30: Shred Fest & Electronics Roundup.
Parking lot of BW’s AB Bonds Administration
Building, 275 Eastland Road. Shred Fest 9 a.m. to
Noon. Electronics Roundup 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. No TVs.
Co-sponsored by the City of Berea and Berea Rotary.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Parade
6 p.m.
Downtown Berea

Band Concerts:
Wallbangers &
Clayton Brothers

Inflatables

Fireworks
10 p.m.

JULY 3

Outdoor Movie:
Ferdinand at 9:30 p.m.
Please bring your
own chair or blanket
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GARAGE SALE
Berea Masonic Families
Multi-Family Garage Sale
Berea Masonic Center
366 Eastland Road
June 27: Pre-sale
6-7:30 p.m., $5 admission

June 28, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
June 29, 8 a.m. to Noon
$2 Bag Sale, Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Refreshments available
Small Appliances – Furniture – Antiques – Baby &
Children’s Clothing
Drop off donations 3-6 p.m. June 24

DIVE IN MOVIE:
Sat., June 23

9 p.m. at the Outdoor Pool
Pre-registration required:
Lori Jakobsky at (440) 826-5890

JULY 4

Boca Loca Burrito Factory ● Superhero Food Truck
Nelly Belly ● The Green Machine ● Kona Ice

