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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
With summer here and children out of school, there has
been increased activity at Coe
Lake Park. Some of that activity has not been welcome.
While most families and kids
come to the lake to picnic, fish
and swim at the pool, some
individuals have a destructive
bent. In one instance, eight
young people defaced the Pavilion and pool area. Coe Lake
Park is equipped with security
cameras and the vandalism
was caught on tape. Police
identified the teens involved and their parents were notified. Appropriate consequences for the students will be
meted out and the parents were made aware that restitution for the costs of repairs will be assessed to them.
There have been other instances of young people using
rude and profane language and riding bicycles dangerously close to crowds of people.
This sort of behavior will not be tolerated.
Berea Police are giving heightened attention to the area.
During special city events, the Veterans Security Team
will be on duty to supplement officers. Those with criminal intent are reminded that the area is lighted and those
security cameras run 24/7.
Coe Lake Park is our family-friendly area for parties,
weddings and wedding receptions, pictures on Prom
Night and after graduation. We look forward to our Live
at the Lake concerts and the Grindstone Festival over the
Fourth of July weekend. Local groups and organizations
schedule events in the Gazebo and the Pavilion. There are
swim parties at the pool.
If you see or hear something, say something. If any young
person or adult is acting or speaking in a disrespectful
way, please notify the Police ASAP. The sooner officers
can arrive at the scene, the sooner the issue can be resolved. Please don’t try to confront the situation yourself.
Let our professionals handle it.
Many exciting events are set for Coe Lake this summer
and into the fall. We are determined not to allow a few
isolated incidents to spoil our family fun.
Coe Lake, the Mucklo Playground and the Nature Trail
have been expanded and enhanced to promote good, clean
entertainment for our residents. We are very proud of Coe
Lake Park. I can assure you that it will remain a major
attraction for our citizens and a safe place for our families.
Enjoy your summer and please join me and my family at
the Grindstone Festival on July 2-4.

BEREA COMMUNITY OUTREACH
LOOKING FOR SCHOOL
SUPPLIES DONATIONS!
Any NEW items are appreciated!

Drop off to the Community Outreach Office
Smith Elementary School
535 Wyleswood Dr.
Please call ahead to Natalie
Guzzo before drop off
(440) 826-4891

Police offer home security assessments
Going on vacation? Police can check your home while
you’re away to make sure everything is OK.

too. That goes for whether
you’re home or not.

Now, Berea Police are offering a more extensive interior and exterior home security assessment.

“Don’t be predictable,” Krouse
said. “Don’t turn on the same
light at the same time every
day. Vary your routine.”

“All homeowners are eligible,” said Lt. Aaron Krouse,
who heads the Community Engagement Unit. “There is
a checklist we go through. It takes about an hour.”
He said officers look at landscaping, lighting, the garage, windows, locks, any alarm system in place. “It’s an
inside and outside audit,” he said. Homeowners are given a hard copy of the review.
“Berea is a very safe community but we can always do
something more,” Krouse added. The security assessment “gives homeowners peace of mind.”
Krouse, Sgt. Ean Esposito and Officer Nick Huskins
attended a two -day class on conducting home security
audits. All three are now certified as crime prevention
officers.
Krouse said the trio can answer questions from homeowners and offer suggestions. He said a major issue for
many homes is lighting. Outside lights, whether landscape lighting or a porch light, deter criminals. Leaving
a lamp or overhead light on inside the home is helpful

“The bad guys think someone
is home and they are less likely
to try to enter,” Krouse said.
Another major issue is unlocked cars. Lock the car and
remove all valuables whether the car is parked in the
driveway or in the garage, Krouse advised.
More homeowners have installed doorbell cameras and
they can be a big help to police if there is a problem, he
said. Homeowners can register those cameras with the
police department. Access to the camera files must be
OK’d by the homeowners and only on an individual incident basis.
Vacation checks are still available. If homeowners
would like to sign up for a vacation check, register a
security camera or request a home security assessment,
contact the Police Community Engagement Unit. Contact Officer Nick Huskins at (440) 234-6065 or
nhuskins@bereapolice.org OR Lt. Aaron Krouse (440)
274-5009 or akrouse@bereapolice.org.
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Trash collection is delayed for
Independence Day

Independence Day is Monday, July 4. Curbside trash and
recycling collection will be delayed by one day that week.
Those with regular Monday trash pickup will have their
trash picked up on Tuesday; Tuesday will be Wednesday
and so forth throughout the week.
Questions, call Kimble Recycling and Disposal at (800)
201-0005 or visit the web site at kimblecompanies.com.

BEREA HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

GOLF OUTING

Friday, July 8
Coppertop at Cherokee Hills
Valley City
$85 per person
Proceeds benefit the BHS Alumni
Association Scholarship Program
18-hole, four-person scramble
Shotgun start 9 a.m.
Register at:
www.berea.k12.oh.us/alumni
Questions, call (440) 223-6444

Fundraiser/ Celebration for
Chris Sylvester

Chris Sylvester, owner of Sylvester’s Auto and Light Truck Service, was diagnosed with Lymphoma when 2 brain tumors were
found in January of 2022. After 4
rounds of chemotherapy, and a
stem cell transplant, he is doing
very well. Upon release from the
hospital, Chris will have an extended period of recovery at home.
These treatments have saved Chris’s life.

We are having a fundraiser for Chris and his family to
help with the medical bills, as even with insurance, this
treatment remains very costly.
The fundraiser/celebration will be held
July 30, 2022 from 1-4 pm
Grindstone Tap House
826 Front St
Berea, Oh 44017
$40.00 Ticket includes: Pizza, Pasta, Wings, Salad, Draft
Beer, Well Drinks, Wine & Soda
Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffles and Gift Baskets
You can purchase tickets at Sylvester’s Auto (check or
cash) or DM Laura Sperry on Facebook for credit card
options.
There will be a GoFundMe set up in the near future for
those that would like to make a direct donation.
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‘Summit’ gets students ready for middle school
Transitioning from elementary school to middle school
can be a huge change for 9- and 10-year-olds. New building, new people.
For two days in May, the Berea City School District
brought all 420 fourth-graders, their teachers and counselors to Baldwin Wallace University’s student union for a
Say It Summit. Half the students attended one morning,
half the next day.
The purpose, said Vincenzo Ruggiero, the director of personnel & employee relations, was to help the fourthgraders transition to fifth-grade by meeting classmates
from all three elementary schools – Grindstone, Big Creek
and Brook Park Elementary.
“When they enter their new classrooms, they’ll know
someone,” he said. The sessions also promoted acceptance. “We are all here to be kind and make friends,”
he told the children.
The program actually was started at Riveredge Elementary
School about 25 years ago. When that school closed, the
program shifted to Grindstone Elementary. This is the first
year that all three elementaries were involved.
The day began with a panel that included Guy Turner,
assistant to Mayor Cyril Kleem; Jarvis Gibson, former
high school football coach; Chisomo Selemani, a BW professor; and Aziah Kado, teacher in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District. Each described what makes them
unique, what difficulties they encountered and how they
dealt with it.
Turner, who graduated from Berea High School in 2001,
said he was a cheerleader at Cleveland State and later for
the Cleveland Cavaliers. He said he experienced some
blowback from “some people who had never seen a Black,
male cheerleader.”
“You have a choice,” Turner said. “Use your words and
ask questions. Take the opportunity to educate.”
Kado said she had been teased because of her first name.
It’s pronounced “Asia.” Selemani explained that she
moved to America from Zambia in the third grade. Being
accepted by classmates was hard at first. Gibson said he
was the first African-American head football coach at a

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

Selemani said the African word “Ubentu”
means “I am because Panelists talked to fourth-graders about
we are.”
how to deal with teasing and bullying.
Speakers were, from the left, Chisomo

“Each and every one Selemani, Jarvis Gibson, Aziah Kado and
of us have a voice but Guy Turner. LaVerne Thomas, a thirdtogether we are one,” grade teacher at Grindstone Elementary,
was the emcee.
she said.
In small group sessions, high school students assisting the
teachers read the book “The Day You Begin” by Jacqueline Woodson. “There will be times when you walk into a
room and no one there is quite like you,” the book begins.
But it concludes that “the day you begin” is when “every
new friend has something a little like you – and something
else so fabulously not quite you at all.”
Cindy Millen, a retired Grindstone teacher, facilitated one
of the small group sessions. She explained to the students
what middle school would be like, what to expect in the
building. She told them they would meet all sorts of people but that would be OK. “What if we were all alike?
How boring that would be,” she said. “I learn from people.”
The program concluded with Nicole Cuglewski Marcellino, Cavs announcer and 2001 graduate of Midpark High
School. Marcellino, who was inducted into the Alumni
Hall of Fame in 2019, told the kids that she had been bullied in the fourth grade. “I would cry at school,” she said.
“Crying is not a bad thing but I turned that energy into a
good thing. I spent that energy on things that made me feel
good.”
“No one is just like you,” she told the fourth-graders.
“That is your super power. If we focus on who we are, we
can make things better for everyone.”
“Become your biggest fan. Cheer for yourself.”

HEALTHY HOUSING TIPS

Financial assistance available for home repairs
Homeowners looking to make home repairs and renovations this season can take advantage of several low-cost,
low-interest programs.
The Heritage Home Program is geared toward houses that
are at least 50 years old. The program is run through the
Cleveland Restoration Society – a non-profit based in
Cleveland. Communities in Greater Cleveland must opt
into the program. And Berea has opted in. That means all
Berea homes 50 years old or older are eligible. There are
no income requirements for homeowners.
The Heritage Home Program will offer technical assistance and advice and help with low-interest loan applications through local banks. Staff members can evaluate
your plans, offer advice on energy efficiency and insulation, consult with you on color schemes and help you find
contractors.
Low-interest financing is available through KeyBank and
Third Federal.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

high school on the
East Side. “Some parents didn’t want their
kids playing for me,”
he said.

Eligible projects include insulation and energy upgrades;
roofs, gutters and chimney repairs; kitchen and bathroom
remodels; painting inside and out; aging in place and accessibility projects; driveways, among other projects.
Landscaping, vinyl windows and vinyl siding are not eligible projects.

The Housing Enhancement Loan Program (HELP) has no
income guidelines and few limitations on what improvements can be made to the property. Homes can be owneroccupied or investment properties. The loans are 3 percentage points below usual bank rates. Eligible repairs
include alterations, repairs, maintenance or improvements.
Loans can be used for code violation compliance. HELP
works through Key Bank and Huntington Bank. For more
information, call (216) 443-7260 or visit cuyahogacounty.us.
The Four Component (4COM) Home Repair Program is
for major repairs to roofs, heating and cooling, electrical
and plumbing, including sanitary sewer connections. To
be eligible, homeowners must meet HUD income guidelines and the houses must be owner-occupied. Homeowners must have home insurance and be current on property
taxes. Interest rates and terms of the loans are based on
annual income. Residents 62 and older can receive 0 percent deferred loans. This is a federally-funded program
administered by the county. For more information, call
(216) 443-7260 or visit cuyahogacounty.us.

Single-family as well as two- and three-family homes,
condos and condo associations are eligible.

Veterans can apply for disability housing grants through
the Department of Veteran Affairs. Military veterans
must have a service-connected disability. The loans can be
used to buy, build or modify a home to accommodate a
disability, such as wheelchair ramps and wider doorways.
Go to va.gov/housing or contact the Cuyahoga County
Veterans Service Commission at (216) 698-2600.

Contact the Home Heritage Program at (216) 426-3116 or
hhp@heritagehomeprogram.org. Visit the web site at
www.heritagehomeprogam.org. The program is free.

For questions or concerns, contact James Brown at the
Exterior Maintenance Office, (216) 217-4223 or email
jbrown@cityofberea.org. or wfuentes@cityofberea.org.

Cuyahoga County offers two home repair programs.
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Tim Hortons set
for Burger King site

A new Tim Hortons restaurant will replace the vacant
Burger King at the North End of Berea.
The Burger King building at 799 Front St. will be torn
down. Mark Zelnik of Zelnik Consulting told Berea Planning Commission that the Tim Hortons will be half the
size of the Burger King and the restaurant chain plans to
add greenspace.
There will be a double drive-through and the site lighting
will match City lighting.
Planning Commission unanimously approved the razing of
the current building and conditional use of the restaurant
with drive-through service. The Commission also OK’d
12 variances, including parking modifications; architectural design modifications to allow aluminum siding, fewer windows and a main entrance that does not face the
street; and sign variances.
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E-bikes give cycling an extra charge
Electric bicycles or e-bikes are just standard bikes with a
motor and battery system, said Keith Gecking, owner of
Rock City E-Bikes.
Gecking opened his store at 101 Front St. in April and said
business has been brisk. This is his third Rock City store.
The others are in Peninsula and Middlefield.
There are three classes of e-bikes, Gecking said. Class 1
bikes have a top speed of 20 mph and have a pedal assist
system. Riders can switch off the motor and pedal traditionally, if they want a challenging workout. “E-bikes are
heavier than regular bikes, so they’ll have to work harder,” Gecking said.
Class 2 bikes have a throttle like a motorcycle so speeds
can be zoomed a bit faster. Still the top speed limit is 20
mph and the Class 2 bikes have the same features as Class
1 bikes.
Class 1 and 2 bikes can be ridden anywhere a regular bike
can legally be ridden.

Tim Hortons is a Toronto-based chain, serving coffee,
donuts and other fast-food items. It is the largest quick
service chain in Canada. The nearest Tim Hortons to Berea are in Akron and Ashland.

Class 3 bikes have a top speed of 28 mph and can be ridden only on roadways.

The Tim Hortons is scheduled to be up and running by the
end of the year.

“E-bikes are not motorcycles,” Gecking said. “They are
not motor scooters.” E-bikes are equipped with lithiumion batteries that must be recharged between rides.

Kids, adults can celebrate 100
years of reading

Costs range from $800 to $3,000 and Gecking recommends bikers test-ride one first. Rentals are a growing
market, especially to seniors, he said. “My biggest customer base is the 60 plus crowd,” Gecking said. “They

Amber and Rory Sullivan can’t wait to sign up
daughter Alivia, 5, for
the library’s summer
reading program. “She
loves Disney and princess stories,” Amber
Sullivan said. “And
‘Encato’ the movie.”

Alivia will begin kinder- Joseph Schenek, 4, and his grandLinda Kickham, decorate a
garten this fall and this mother,
frame craft at the Berea Library’s
will be her first year takreading carnival.
ing part in the library
program. But it’s No. 100 for the Cuyahoga County Public Library System. In fact, the summer reading program
is entitled “Celebrate 100 years of Reading,” as the library
observes its 100th year of serving readers across its 27
branches.
The Sullivans were among the dozens of patrons who
visited the Berea Branch Library on June 4 as the reading
program got under way and librarians eagerly took signups and answered questions.
Kids and adults were treated to a reading carnival complete with a clown, Flower, who fashioned balloon art,
and a magician, Jeff, dressed all in purple, who roamed
the children’s section with his bag of tricks.
There were also craft stations and games.
The summer reading program is for children and adults.
Readers are given a game board to fill out as they read 20
minutes every day. There are prizes. Youngsters who
complete 8 hours of reading by the midpoint qualify for
an entry into the grand prize raffle drawing, plus they can
select from several prize options – a coupon good for a
scoop of Mitchell’s ice cream, Cleveland Monsters or
Cleveland Charge tickets, a doodle book, fun foam putty,
mood eraser or sunglasses.
Adults earn an entry into the grand prize raffle.
Young people who complete 16 hours of reading will win
a book.
Grand prizes will include a Chromebook, tickets to Playhouse Square or the Great Lakes Theatre, among other
choices.
The summer reading program runs through Aug. 4. Register at ccplsummerreading.org, visit the library or download the free beanstack mobile app.

Gecking says he offers only Class 1 and Class 2 bikes.

find that going down a hill in the
Metroparks is nice but going
back up can be a lot of work.
With the e-bike, it’s easier.”
E-bikes are very easy to ride, said
Michael Damron, who does marketing for Rock City. “You can
get back out there. It gives you a
sense of freedom.”
Rock City also offers a full line
of accessories, including head
sets that use bone conduction
Brynnley Kerr, store
technology. That means riders manager, and Keith Geckcan listen to tunes but also can ing, owner, offer sales and
at Rock City E-Bikes
hear what is going on in the en- rentals
in downtown Berea.
vironment. Rock City shelves
are stocked with helmets, T-shirts, cup holders, saddles,
bike locks and baskets.
Rentals range from $20-25 per hour. Riders can take the
bikes for the day but must return them by closing time.
“You can’t take it home with you overnight,” Gecking
said.
Patrons must be at least 14 to rent or ride a bike and anyone under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Those
under 18 must wear a helmet. Helmets are optional for
adults but Gecking strongly recommends helmets for everyone.
For more information, go to rockcityebikes.com or call
(440) 338-0329.

At the Library
Library celebrates its 100th anniversary

The Cuyahoga County Library System is celebrating 100
years of serving residents at its 27 branches. On July 23,
the Berea Branch will host “Crafting through the Decades
of CCPL.” Patrons can celebrate 100 years of CCPL using
materials and techniques popular from the 1920s to today.
There will be a variety of arts and crafts for adults, teens,
children and families. Drop in from 2-4 p.m. Registration
is requested. 2-4 p.m., Saturday, July 23.

FOR ADULTS

Lost Restaurants of Downtown Cleveland: Hear about
some of the lost restaurants of Cleveland in this storytelling program based on the book that features historic eateries between Public Square and Playhouse Square. Registration required. 7 p.m., Tuesday, July 12.
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discussions: Join us for a
lively discussion of All the Little Hopes by Leah Weiss.
Books will be available at the check-out desk one month
before the discussion. Registration required. 2 p.m.,
Wednesday, July 27.
From the Heart: Meet Jack Marschall - Former TV
anchor Jack Marschall will share selections from his newest book, From the Heart, a compilation of short stories
and poems. Books will be available for purchase and signing after the event. Registration required. 7 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 4.

FOR TEENS AND TWEENS

Interactive Mystery (Grades 6-12): Follow the clues,

solve the puzzles, and unlock the mystery in this escape
room-style challenge. Please register for one session only
(afternoon or evening).
3-4 p.m. OR 7-8 p.m., Wednesday, July 20.

FOR CHILDREN

STEAM Quest: Spectacular Sharks! (Grades 1-6): Join
us as we explore the fascinating world of sharks through
hands-on activities. 2 p.m., Tuesday, July 5.
Mini Mathletes (Ages 3-6 with a caregiver): Calling all
mini math lovers! Join us for a morning of stories and fun
activities involving sorting, estimating and pattern building! 10:30 a.m., Friday, July 8.
Music and Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years with a
caregiver): Enjoy a high-energy session of music and
movement using shakers, bean bags, scarves and more.
3:30 p.m., Monday, July 11.
Creative Kids: Crazy Hats! (Grades 1-6) - Take a look
at the engineering behind some outrageous hats; then use
our supplies to make a crazy hat of your own! 2 p.m.,
Tuesday, July 12.
Creative Kids: Optical Illusions (Grades 1-6) - Have
you ever wondered how optical illusions work? Find out
as we explore these mind-bending images and create our
own optical illusion art. 2 p.m., Tuesday, July 26.
Please contact the Berea Branch Library at (440) 2345475 for the latest information on programs, hours, and
status of services. Registration is required for all programs. Curbside service is available.

Elks fund library’s StoryWalk
Richard Threadgill of Berea Elks Lodge 1815 presents a
check for $5,000 to Cathy Shultis, right, Berea Library
Branch manager, and to Amy Dreger, the children’s librarian, to fund a permanent StoryWalk. StoryWalk features
photos and material from children’s books, and in the past,
these were displayed along a path at Coe Lake behind the
Pavilion. The permanent frames will protect the material
from inclement weather. Shultis said the equipment will
be installed along the lighted walkway leading from the
library to Coe Lake.
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Rotary donates picnic tables
at Coe Lake
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Berea-Midpark High
graduates 450 seniors

NEWS BRIEFS

Browns to raze two more houses

The Cleveland Browns plan to demolish two more homes
in the Pearl Street neighborhood as part of the team’s expansion project. Planning Commission gave the OK to
raze homes at 576 Pearl St. and 39 Second Ave. The team
has been acquiring homes in the area in order to expand
its training camp, which abuts Pearl Street. Planning
Commission also approved the team’s request to erect an
8-foot-high chain-link fence around a grassy field in
which temporary bleachers will be installed during training camp. The bleachers will be used by fans.

Fundraiser supports dog park

Berea Rotarians inspect the new ADA-compliant picnic table
installed at Coe Lake Park with the help of a grant from the
Rotary Club of Berea. From the left are Bob Hammer, Judy
Stull, David Skrzynski, Beverly Skrzynski and Marc West.
Three steel tables were placed by the Mucklo Playground.

Three new steel picnic tables have been installed at Coe
Lake Park courtesy of the Rotary Club of Berea.
One of the tables accommodates a wheelchair. The tables
are on concrete pads next to the John Mucklo Playground
and in front of the outdoor municipal pool. The tables are
attached to the pads but can be moved, if necessary, for
community events and festivals, said Ryan Theberge, the
assistant service director. The tables are manufactured in
the U.S. with American steel. They match tables in the
pool area.
The project was made possible by a $6,000 Rotary grant
with $3,000 coming from Rotary District 6630, which
covers all of northeast Ohio, and matching funds from the
Berea Rotary Foundation.
“Rotary grant funds are available for international as well
as local projects,” said Berea Rotary President Linda Kramer. “We wanted to do something to enhance our community.”
Director of Public Works Tony Armagno said that while
the playground is geared for children of all abilities, there
are no tables or benches nearby for children or other family members who use wheelchairs. “People have been
spreading blankets on the grass to have picnics,” he said,
“but that isn’t convenient for someone with a disability.”
Mayor Cyril Kleem called the picnic table project “a nice
addition to Coe Lake. We are very grateful for Rotary’s
continuing contributions to the community.”

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations. Send
items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

St. Adalbert sets rummage sale

St. Adalbert Catholic Church will host a rummage sale
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, July 9. A Preview
Sale will be 5-8 p.m. on Friday, July 8. Fee is $5. The
sale will be in the 7,000-square-foot, air-conditioned
Keller Center, 66 Adalbert St.

Help build a Habitat for Humanity home

Crossroads Missions’ Help Build Hope is partnering
with the Berea United Methodist Church on July 15-16
to frame a house for a future Habitat for Humanity
home. Individuals, families, businesses and groups are
invited to take part. The project is open to everyone 5
years
old
and
older.
Register
at
http://
www.helpbuildhope.com/umcberea.

Commencement for seniors at Berea-Midpark High
School had a different look this year. The 450 members of
the Class of 2022 walked across the front lawn of the
school to receive their diplomas. Bleachers were set up
for family and friends and the students were seated on
chairs in the middle. Commencement ceremony was on
Friday, May 27. On scholarship recognition night, May
19, local organizations gave out 164 scholarships worth
$141,500. The last day of classes for underclassmen was
June 2.

City restricts annexation
proposals

City Council has approved a new ordinance that restricts
the number of houses that can be built on land annexed to
Berea.
The limits apply to any land annexed to the City but is a
reaction to a proposal three years ago to annex 72 acres
from Olmsted Township where a developer wanted to
construct hundreds of homes. The City opposed that proposal and it was withdrawn.
“I am not aware of another proposal,” Mayor Cyril Kleem
said. “This protects the residents and the City in case another annexation request occurs.”
The previous request would have added hundreds of
homes and townhouses next to the Sandstone Ridge development and would have strained Berea’s water and
sewer systems. There also were traffic concerns.

A Pack the Park raffle at Teamz restaurant on June 10
raised $4,500 for the new Tri-City Bark Park. The fundraiser included raffle baskets, 50/50 raffle and sideboards.
Guy Turner, president of the Bark Park Committee, said
the funds would be used to purchase T-shirts and equipment for the park, which tentatively is set to open in early
July. The dog park is supported by the cities of Berea,
Brook Park and Middleburg Heights and is located on
Sheldon Road.

Braves football reunion set for July 16

Anyone connected to the Berea High School Braves football program is invited to an informal gathering at Tony
K’s Bar & Grille patio, 841 W. Bagley Road, at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, July 16. Players, coaches, cheerleaders, trainers
and fans and supporters are welcome to attend.

Turn plastic bags into blankets

A group of Berea ladies are meeting regularly to transform plastic shopping bags into bedrolls and blankets for
the homeless. The bags are cut into strips and then crocheted into 3x6-foot blankets. More plastic bags are needed. Drop them off at the Berea Recreation Center, 451
Front St. Ask at the front desk for the drop-off box.

Berea senior wins gold medal
at national games

Bill Long of Berea has won his third gold medal at the
National Senior Games in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. Long won
gold medals in two previous Senior Olympics in the 10K
with a running time of 44 minutes 4 seconds. Long also
competed in the 5K, where he placed fifth with a time of
21 minutes 10 seconds.

Currently, if those 72 acres were annexed, it would be
with Olmsted Township zoning of Residential Rural or if
there is no zoning, it would fall under Berea’s R-SF-B
zoning.
The new ordinance changes the zoning for any proposed
annexation from R-SF-B, which would allow up to 300
single-family homes with a lot size of 6,500 square feet,
to a zoning district of R-SF-T, which allows up to 160
houses with lot sizes of 10,500 square feet.
The ordinance had been studied and approved by the Berea Planning Commission and by Jay Stewart, Berea’s
zoning and land use consultant. Planning Commission
recommended that all annexation requests be submitted to
the Council Clerk, and Stewart recommended that requests include concept development plans and preliminary traffic studies.

Donate wheelchairs, walkers

Unwanted wheelchairs, walkers, rollators, canes and
crutches can be donated to the Wheels for the World
Equipment Drive on Saturday, Aug. 13. Items can be
dropped off from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. No electric wheelchairs
please. The equipment will be restored by prison inmates
and then sent to countries where the items are not readily
available. The equipment does not need to be in good
condition. It will be repaired or the parts used to fix other
equipment. For more information, call Jan Bairoti at
(440) 234-1535.

BEREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

1-4 p.m., July 4
Mahler Museum- 118 E. Bridge St.
Tour the Victorian house & basement display
Of artifacts
Ice cream – popcorn- lemonade – pies – cakes -cookies
For nominal donations
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Memorial Day honors Berea’s war dead
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in July

July 1, 1943: Women’s Army Corps and Cadet Nurse
Corps established.
July 1, 1949: Air Force Nurse Corps established.
July 2, 1926: U.S. Army Air Corps established.
July 4: Independence Day.
July 27, 1953: Korean War Armistice signed.
July 28, 1914: World War I began.
July 30, 1942: Navy Women’s Reserve (WAVES) established.

American Legion elects new officers

American Legion Post 91 has elected new officers for the
2022-23 year. New commander is Tony Mazzeo. Other
officers are: Jim Lockyear, 1st vice commander; Keith
Mattison, 2nd vice commander; George Masie, adjutant;
Tom Morgan, finance officer.

VA launches new life insurance program
for vets

Beginning in January 2023, the VA will launch a new life
insurance program for veterans age 80 or younger with a
service-connected disability. The Veterans Affairs Life
Insurance (VA Life) provides guaranteed acceptance for
whole life coverage. No medical exam or health questionnaire is required. For more information, go to https://
www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/VALife.asp.

Message from Chaplain Willie

Dear Veterans & Families:
Hello and greetings to you in July. Happy Birthday to our
Nation.
I personally want to thank all of our Veterans in the community for your participation with the Veterans Outreach
Office.
Let’s share in the perseverance of not giving up hope
when applying for benefits. Our office is here to serve
you and assist you. Please call and introduce yoursel, or
stop by for a visit. I would love to meet you and shake
your hand. We have many exciting events planned for this
summer.
Stop by the Veterans Outreach popcorn stand during the
Live at the Lake Concerts.
Veterans Picnic: 5-8 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 11 in the Pavilion. See flier in this publication for details.
Community Memorial Service: Thursday, Aug. 18. See
flier in this publication for details.

Following the tradition set by World War II Navy veteran
Tom Goebel many years ago, the names of Berea’s sons
and daughters who fought and died in foreign wars were
read and remembered on Memorial Day.
The service at the Coe Lake Gazebo included the Empty
Chair Ceremony, where flowers were placed on chairs to
commemorate those who gave their lives for our country
in wars from World War I to Iraq and Afghanistan. Flowers also were placed to remember NASA astronaut
Charles Bassett of Berea and all who served.
Mayor Cyril Kleem welcomed the community to the service with a special recognition for the late Tom Goebel,
who had read the list of military names every year for
more than 20 years. Goebel passed away in 2021. This
year, the names were recited by five veteran volunteers
with the Veterans Outreach Office.
The Mayor thanked all veterans and first responders,
many of whom are also military vets. “They work very
hard to protect us on a daily basis,” he said.
“Reading the names of Bereans who lost their lives in war
took but a few minutes,” the Mayor said. In April, the City
hosted an End of Vietnam War ceremony where the
names of all Cuyahoga County military who died in Vietnam were read. “That took 45 minutes,” the Mayor said.
“So, I was wondering how long it would take to read the
names of all the men and women who gave their lives for
their country. If we read the names for 24 hours every day,
it would take us into the next century.”

Please Join Us for a
Celebration of Life:

COMMUNITY
MEMORIAL SERVICE
Hosted by: The City of Berea &
Office of Veterans Outreach

Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022
6 p.m.
Coe Lake Park Gazebo

Readings & Music
Place a light Luminary in Coe Lake
in Memory of loved ones.
To reserve a luminary by August 11 contact:
Office of Veterans Outreach

Again, Thank you for your service to our country. Please
contact me with any further questions or concerns.
Rev. Chaplain Willie Springer MAPT
Veterans Outreach Coordinator
(440) 973-4567
wspringer@cityofberea.org

Primary election is Aug. 2

THE OFFICE OF VETERANS OUTREACH &
THE CITY OF BEREA INVITE ALL VETERANS
TO THE:

ANNUAL VETERANS PICNIC

Because of concerns about redistricting, Ohio has scheduled a second Primary Election for Tuesday, Aug. 2. This
election will select Democratic and Republican candidates
for the offices of State Central Committee for each party
and for state representatives to the Ohio House and Ohio
Senate.

THE KIWANIS PAVILION AT COE LAKE

Early in-person voting begins on July 6. The deadline to
apply for a Vote by Mail ballot is July 30. All Vote by
Mail ballots should be postmarked by Aug. 1 and must be
received by the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections by
Aug. 12.

MEAL TICKET IS REQUIRED
TICKET INCLUDES VETERAN & 1 GUEST
TO RESERVE TICKETS BY AUGUST 1

Polling stations will be open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Election Day, Tuesday, Aug. 2.
For questions about voting locations or other elections
issues, contact the Board of Elections at (440) 443-8683
or visit www.boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.

Fire Chief Terry Ledwell, an Air Force veteran, honors
those who died in World War II during Berea’s Memorial Day program. Flowers were placed on seven empty
chairs to remember those who died during wars from
World War I to Iraq.

“Freedom isn’t free. We remember and thank those who
gave up their freedom for our freedom and security.”
The ceremony was followed by a concert by the Gospel
Music Historical Society with instrumentals by Still Under
Construction.

City adopts common trench
flooding plan

As part of a four-point plan to relieve flooding issues in
the North End, City Council has adopted a Common
Trench Sewer Lateral Improvement Partnership Program
advocated by Mayor Cyril Kleem.
Many homes in the North End are served by a common
trench system with storm sewers and sanitary sewers sharing the same trench. This can contribute to Infiltration and
inflow when sanitary sewers leak into storm sewers.
About 9 percent of the homes in Berea are connected to a
common trench system.
The ordinance passed by Council on June 6 provides that
the City will replace the public portion of the lateral connection to a residence, if the homeowner opts to replace
the lateral connection on private property. Currently, the
City replaces the public portion of the lateral only if the
public portion is damaged or has issues. Under this new
plan, the City will replace or reline the public portion regardless of its condition as long as the homeowner has a
new private lateral installed or relined. This will ensure
that both the private and public portions are new and in
good working order.
Permit fees will be waived for homeowners opting to replace or reline their laterals. This will be a three-year pilot
project. The City has budgeted $250,000 to cover sewer
improvements in the North End for this year.
The City has identified the addresses of eligible properties. The list is available from the Service Department or
on the City web site – www.cityofberea.org.

AUGUST 11, 2022 at 5 P.M.

Homeowners that already have replaced or relined their
laterals can apply for the program and have the City replace or reline the public portion of the laterals.

PICNIC IS FREE FOR ALL VETERANS!

Mayor Kleem stressed that this is a voluntary program but
he encouraged property owners linked to a common
trench system to apply.

CALL THE OFFICE OF
VETERANS OUTREACH:
440-973-4567 OR EMAIL:
wspringer@cityofberea.org
MUSIC BY: GUITARS 4 VETERANS

Financial assistance for homeowners is available through
the Heritage Home Program, a non-profit based in Cleveland. Go to heritagehomeprogram.org or call (216) 4263116. Homeowners also can contact the Housing Enhancement Loan Program at cuyahogacounty.us/
development or call (216) 443-2149.
Other points in the flooding relief plan include lining
manholes and installing flow monitors, applying for a
grant for a second sewer shed and lining older clay pipes
in the Shelley Parkway/Emerson neighborhood.

Adults with disabilities are people of ‘Aktion’
In 2015, Jennifer Rutkowski was looking for a way to help
her community.
“Someone told me about this Aktion Club. So my dad and
I attended and I became a member,” Jennifer said. Now
she’s the president and the club, which caters to adults
with disabilities and has just moved from Westlake to Berea. It’s a program of the Kiwanis Club of Berea.
The group meets at 7 p.m. on the second Wednesday of
every month at Mount Zion Baptist Church, 200 Mount
Zion Way, off Emerson.
Sherri Phelps and Consolina Templeman are the coadvisers. “They run the meetings,” Templeman said.
“We’re just there if they have questions.”
Right now there are 30 members but newcomers are welcome. Minimum age is 18 but members come in all age
ranges. The oldest member is 72. Members have a variety
of physical and mental disabilities and a desire to give
back to the community.
Aktion Club has planted flowers in Westlake, took part in
the Berea’s Grindstone parade and volunteered at the City
Club’s Rib Cook-off, for example. Members come from
all over the west side of Cleveland and for that reason the
club’s official name is the Community Aktion Club of
Western Cuyahoga County.

Richard Brulotte is the Kiwanis Aktion Club administrator for Ohio. “The club
mixes connecting with each
other with doing community service,” he said. “It
builds self-esteem because
they can do what everyone
else does.”
Hosting a community meet and greet
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Community Events

July 2: Dedication of Dave Tressel Memorial Pool. 11
a.m., outdoor municipal pool at Coe Lake Park.

for Aktion Club at the Kiwanis
Brulotte said Aktion Clubs Pavilion
are, from the left, Jennifer
were started in Florida in Rutkowski, president; Sherri Phelps,
1987. Some are affiliated
adviser; Michael Sigmund,
with Kiwanis, some work treasurer; Consolina Templeman,
and Richard
with county boards of de- adviser; Vic Rutkowski;
Brulottte.
velopmental disabilities.
There are 35 Aktion Clubs in Ohio with more than 600
members.

July 2: Live at the Lake. 8-10 p.m. The Stranger (Billy Joel
tribute band)

The statewide Leadership & Education Day will be July
23 in Westerville. Brulotte said this is a chance for clubs
from throughout Ohio to meet, exchange ideas and socialize.

July 6: CLE Market. 4-8 p.m. Coe Lake Park.

For more information about the Community Aktion Club
of Western Cuyahoga County, contact Phelps at sherriphelps@gmail.com, call (216) 470-1565 or go to
www.aktionclub.org.

July 3-4: Grindstone Festival. 4-10 p.m., Coe Lake Park.
July 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY. Fireworks, 10 p.m., Coe
Lake.
July 4: Berea Historical Society Ice Cream Social. 1-4
p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
July 8: Berea High School Alumni Association Golf Outing. 9 a.m. shotgun start, Coppertop at Cherokee Hills, Valley City. $85 per golfer. Register at www.berea.k12.oh.us/
alumni or call (440) 223-6444.
July 8: Live at the Lake. 8-10 p.m. 20 Ride (Zac Brown
Band Tribute)
July 11-15: Kids Summer Art Camp. Hosted by the Berea
Fine Arts Club, Little Red Schoolhouse, 323 E. Bagley Road.
For students who have completed kindergarten – 4th grade.
Go to www.BereaArts.org.
July 13: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
July 15: Live at the Lake. 8-10 p.m. Boaterhead (Yacht
Rock)
July 16: Berea Music Festival. Parkway Shops. All-day
music beginning at 10 a.m.
July 16: Berea Braves Football Reunion. 2 p.m., Tony K’s
patio, 841 W. Bagley Road. For players, coaches, cheerleaders, trainers & supporters.
July 16: Let’s Green Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library.
For questions or more information about this citizens conservation group, call (440) 239-0185.
July 17: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4 p.m., St.
Adalbert Catholic Church, Keller Center, 66 Adalbert St.
Free. Dine-in or carry out.
July 18: Berea Animal Rescue Friends Volunteer Orientation. 7 p.m., Strongsville Branch Library,18700 Westwood
Drive. Opportunities include dog walking, companionship
with cats, fundraising, fostering, recycling, welcome desk
and other volunteer tasks.
July 20: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea Branch Library. Meets on the third Wednesday of every month. Call
President Sue Wallick, (216) 256-5425 for further information.
July 20: History of the Cleveland Metroparks. 7 p.m.,
Berea Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St. Doug Kusak is
guest speaker.
July 22: Live at the Lake. 8-10 p.m. That Arena Rock
Show (‘70s & ‘80s rock n roll)
July 24: Cleveland Shakespeare Company. “The Learned
Ladies,” 7 p.m., Coe Lake Pfark.

THANK YOU 2022 LIVE
AT THE LAKE SPONSORS

July 27: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
July 29: City Club Golf Outing. Briarwood Golf Course,
Broadview Heights. Check-in 9 a.m., Tee-off 10 a.m. $125
per person. Register by July 15 at www.bereacityclub.org.
Aug. 2: PRIMARY ELECTION. Polls open 6:30 a.m. to
7:30 p.m.
Aug. 2: Berea Police Night Out. 6:30-8:30 p.m., Coe Lake
Park. Free.

