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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
Basement flooding has
been an issue in several
Berea neighborhoods and
the City has taken steps to
mitigate that. The City has
replaced sanitary and
storm sewer lines that are
the City’s responsibility
but many of the problems
stem from inflow and infiltration – the leaking of
water from storm sewers
into sanitary sewer lines at
house connections. Those
connections are from houses to the street.
In 2012, the City formed a committee to study
these flooding issues. We hired an engineering
firm to study the City-owned sewers as well as
sewers on private property. Over 70% of the
homes studied had deficiencies in their sewer systems, and the City mailed an individual report to
each home containing information from the
study. Furthermore, over 70% of the City-owned
sewers were also deficient.
The issue has been particularly bothersome to residents of the North End where the City is completing the final phase of a $3 million sewer project,
the largest in Berea's history. An additional $1.3
million was invested in the resurfacing and rehabilitation of streets.
I have formed a Joint Committee to work on additional solutions for the North End. Members include residents, City Council representatives and
members of the administration. I have asked the
committee to look at a four-point plan I have suggested that includes a new storm water connection, a new sanitary relief sewer, and other possible improvements. However, the primary issue
remains inflow and infiltration on private property.
The committee will begin meeting in January to
share ideas and to study the data. It is my sincere
hope that by working together the City, Council
and neighbors can come to a timely and wellconsidered plan to mitigate flooding issues. We
may not always agree, but communication is the
key. By respectfully listening and talking to each
other, we can come to a solution we can all agree
on.

Visit our website

www.cityofberea.org

Federal funds to pay for new water tank
American Rescue Plan Act funds will be used to install
a new 800,000-gallon water tank at the Berea Water
Plant.
The City received $974,656.23 in American Rescue
Plan funds. All of it is earmarked for the new groundlevel water tank, according to Mayor Cyril Kleem.
The tank will be a backup to the current 800,000-gallon
storage tank on the Water Plant site. “The Environmental Protection Agency requires redundancy,” Tony Armagno, Director of Public Works, said. The City’s second water storage tank was more than 30 years old and
was taken out of service and dismantled last year because of major maintenance issues. So, this new tank
will replace that one, he said. When both tanks are up
and running, the City will have 1.6 million gallons of
water in storage.
The EPA requires water treatment plants to have backup
storage tanks when one tank is down for repairs and
maintenance. The current tank is due to be taken out of
service for maintenance.
The total cost of installing the new tank could reach
$1.5 million. The City has applied for a $750,000 grant
from the state to defray construction expenses. Mayor
Kleem said the state is looking to fund water projects in
rural areas, so there is no guarantee that the City will be
awarded the grant.
According to Finance Director Andrea Morris, the fed-

Council OKs sale of North
End properties to developer

City Council has approved the sale of eight city-owned
properties in the North End to DMark Development
LLC, which has proposed building townhouses on the
lots.
The purchase price is $300,000.
The City has had a Memorandum of Understanding
with DMark to see if those properties can be developed. An earlier proposal to build a hotel on a portion
of the land fell through when the pandemic negatively
affected the hotel industry.
DMark has backed a proposal to build upscale townhouses on the site. The sales agreement includes the
Williams Ford parcels from Front Street to North
Rocky River Drive and the parcel north of the former
Williams Ford property up to Dunkin’. The agreement
excludes those properties on the east side of Front
Street.
DMark will in turn sell the properties to Triban Investments LCC, which is affiliated with Knez Homes in
partnership with K. Hovnanian Homes, which will
build the townhouse project. Mayor Kleem emphasized
that Hovnanian is a national builder and is not in danger of going out of business if the project takes longer
than anticipated or the economy does not continue to
recover quickly.
The Mayor also said that the sale is only the next step
in a very long process to approve any final plans which
require approval from Planning Commission and City
Council.

eral funds can be used for four types of projects:
Public Health/Negative Economic Impact – To provide
assistance to households, such as rent, utilities.
Premium Pay – To provide pay retroactively for work
performed since the start of the COVID-19 health emergency.
Revenue Loss – To use funds for government services
that may have been impacted because of lost revenue.
Investments in Water, Sewer & Broadband – To invest
in public systems.
Armagno said engineering studies for the new tank could
begin in early 2022 with actual construction taking place
during the third quarter of the year.

Senior programs
awarded grant

The City has received a grant of more than $100,000 to
offer free programming to Berea seniors.
The grant of more than $104,000 is through the Cuyahoga County Division of Senior and Adult Services. It
allocates $30,000 to the Active Senior Network,
$51,376 to Dinner to Your Door and $23,000 to Senior
Wheels.
“This grant will enable us to provide activities, transportation and meals to seniors at no cost,” Mayor Cyril
Kleem said.
One of the grant requirements is that participants provide information, such as the last four digits of their
Social Security Numbers as well as copies of drivers’
licenses or state IDs. This information ensures that
these services are provided only to seniors age 60 and
older and disabled residents who live in Cuyahoga
County. The programs and services will be free to all
seniors who submit the information.
Seniors who do not wish to provide this information
can still participate but will be required to pay any fees
involved.
This is one-time grant for 2022, but the City and Berea
Community Outreach “are committed to providing free
services to those who register and for the duration of
the funding,” the Mayor said.
For questions and more information, contact Natalie
Guzzo, administrator of social and senior services, at
nguzzo@cityofberea.org or (440) 826-4891.
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Recycling Tip of the Month
Plastic shopping bags are recyclable
but not curbside

Recycle plastic grocery and shopping bags at retail
outlets that offer plastic bag collection bins. DO
NOT put plastic bags or plastic film or wrap in
curbside recycling bins. The bags tangle up in the
recycling equipment at the Material Recovery Facility.

Trash collection is NOT
delayed for New Year’s

Because New Year’s Day is on Saturday, Jan. 1,
2022, curbside trash and recycling collection will not
be delayed during that week. Kimble will continue
to collect trash and recycling on its usual MondayFriday schedule.
Curbside trash pickup also is not affected by Martin
Luther King Jr. Day on Jan. 17.
Questions, call Kimble Recycling and Disposal at
(800) 201-0005 or visit the web site at kimblecompanies.com.

City Council inauguration is
Jan. 2

Berea City Council members will be sworn into office at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 2 in City Council
chambers at City Hall.
An organizational meeting to elect a council president pro tem and make committee assignments will
follow.
Council members serve two-year terms. They were
elected in November.
Taking the oaths of office will be:
Jim Maxwell, Council President
Leon Dozier, Ward 1
Chris McManis, Ward 2
Lisa Weaver, Ward 3
Erika Coble, Ward 4
Rick Skoczen, Ward 5
Berea Board of Education members also will be
sworn into office in January. Those elected in November are Ana Chapman, Heather Zirke and Steve
Dockman. Dockman was re-elected after a vote recount. He won over challenger Richard Mack by two
votes.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.
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Downtown business offers coworking space
Like many businesses during the pandemic, software
product company Inedo found that its office space
needs changed.
With many employees working from home, Inedo
founder and CEO Alex Papadimoulis closed the
ground floor of his headquarters at 56 Front St. and
moved those workers still in person to the second
floor.
“I didn’t want that first-floor to go to waste,” Papadimoulis said. Instead, he is reconfiguring the area
as a coworking space.
Coworking is popular in large cities but there isn’t
another one close by, he said. It means that independent business owners, writers or others who need
office space can rent a desk with all the accoutrements and use it whenever they need it. Inedo’s office in Japan is coworking.
“Our location is ideal,” Papadimoulis said. “We’re
right on the Triangle. There are restaurants within
walking distance.”
The space, which Papadimoulis has dubbed The
Quarry, comes with two conference rooms, telephones, copying machines, ergonomic chairs, adjustable desks, free WiFi, a small kitchen and if clients
need a larger space for meetings, the Inedo board
room on the top floor is available for rent, too.
There is room for 20 work areas. Two clients have
already signed up, he said.
He is looking for “quiet” entrepreneurs. Someone
making loud sales calls for eight hours would not be
a good fit, he said. Papadimoulis will interview prospective clients for the coworking space.
Basic membership in The Quarry is $195 a month

Alex Papadimoulis says The Quarry coworking space will be
ready to go in January.

That gives clients a desk. They can bring their own
laptop and set up whenever it suits. The Quarry is
open 24/7. Clients are given a key fob for access.
Clients can reserve a specific desk for $295 a month.
“That means that desk is yours. You can bring in
potted plants, photos, whatever. It’s yours,” Papadimoulis said.
“Coworking is for someone who likes flexibility,” he
said. “It’s an office away from home. It’s an upgrade
from working on your computer at Starbucks.”
The Quarry should be up and running in January.
Inedo is a business-to-business software company
with an international clientele. It was founded in
2007. Papadimoulis is looking to hire more workers,
from marketing to software engineers. Interviews
will begin in March.
For more information on The Quarry coworking
space, go to www.quarry.work.

NEWS BRIEFS
Luna celebrates 20th year
in business

Berea Historical Society closed
for the season

Luna Marketing at 113 Front St. is celebrating 20
years in business. The business began on Jan. 7,
2001, and moved to its present location in 2004. The
name Luna comes from the former children’s TV
show “Big Blue Marble.” The store provides branded
gear for Berea City School sports fans as well as other public and parochial schools in the area. It also
sells marketing items for businesses. Contact Luna at
(440) 239-9970 or lunamarketinginc.com.

The Berea Historical Society and Mahler Museum
are closed for the winter and will re-open in March
2022. In meantime, patrons can access Berea history
at www.bereahistoricalsociety.org,
www.bereaohioproject.org or
www.remarkableohio.org.

Appointment to Tax Incentive
Review Council

Cypress Hospice of Berea is looking for volunteers
in a variety of roles. Volunteers can serve as companions, help with music or art or provide certified
pet therapy, among other activities. If interested, go
to cypresshospice.com or contact the volunteer coordinator Laurie DeHaan at (440) 973-0250. Cypress is
headquartered at 2 Berea Commons, Suite 1.

Anthony Alexander has been appointed to the Berea
Tax Incentive Review Council by Mayor Cyril
Kleem. Alexander is a rehabilitation assistant working with mentally challenged patients. He also is a
multimedia entrepreneur with a podcast and is a radio/TV talk show host. He is a CASA volunteer,
advocating for abused and neglected children. Alexander replaces Dale Lange. The Tax Incentive Review Council meets once a year to review tax incentives and abatements awarded by the City. Alexander
also is a member of the Planning Commission.

Volunteers needed
at Cypress Hospice

Berea Arts Fest
accepting applications

The Berea Arts Fest is accepting artist applications
for
its
2022
show.
Go
to
https://
www.zapplication.org. The Arts Fest is scheduled
for Sunday, Sept. 11 in downtown Berea. Application deadline is April 16.
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Electric vehicle charging
stations to be installed

The City has agreed to have installed two electric
vehicle charging stations in the municipal lot across
from the post office.
The project is a joint venture with the Northeast
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency, which will
pay 100 per cent of the costs. NOACA has received
federal funds to install the charging stations at 42
locations throughout Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake and
Lorain counties.
The federal funds are through the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality program and are administered
by the Ohio Department of Transportation.
Director of Public Works Tony Armagno said NOACA worked with the City to select the location,
which is at the north end of the lot at Seminary and
Church streets.
Armagno said there will be a charge per use but that
the charging stations will not be a money maker. The
City will collect the fees to offset the costs of the
electricity used. The City also is responsible for
maintaining and operating the equipment. Some of
the charging stations installed by NOACA will be
long-term and some will be short-term, he said.
He said NOACA will pay all costs of engineering,
planning and construction plus marking of the parking spaces. The agreement to allow the EV stations
to be installed is for five years. At the end of the five
-year agreement, the City can opt to retain the charging stations.
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Shop With a Cop makes Christmas come true for area kids
Sometimes Santa doesn’t come with a red suit and
reindeer. On Dec. 11, Santa turned out to be dozens
of police officers and squad cars with 38 kids in tow
for Shop With a Cop at Wal-Mart in Strongsville.
Officers had $150 Wal-Mart gift cards for each student and the store supplied each kid with a backpack.
Berea Patrolman Eric Smith went shopping with
Dominic, 10. Dom headed straight for the Nerf gun
display, where he picked out two guns plus a target.
Next was a video game and some Halloween action
figures. For his brother, a T-shirt and hoodie, and for
mom, a scented candle. Pets are part of the family,
too, so Dom selected treats for the dog and the family’s three cats.
“We used to have four cats,” Dom noted, “but we
had to have one put down. I know they (the remaining cats) miss him, so I want to cheer them up.”
Dom’s brother, Adam, 15, also had others in mind
when he shopped with Patrolman Nick Huskins of
the Community Engagement Unit. Huskins was part
of the committee that planned the shopping excursion.
Adam picked out a jigsaw puzzle for mom along
with gifts for cousins, his brother and a favorite
teacher at BereaMidpark
High
School. “He helped
me a lot,” Adam
said. “I needed
someone and he was
there for me.”

Visitor restrictions
imposed at Southwest General

For himself, Adam
got a set of 30pound dumbbells. “I
work out a lot,” he
said.

Also, elective surgeries requiring an in-patient stay
will be re-evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

Seven Berea police
officers took part in
the shopping spree,
escorting nine Berea
students.

Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases, Southwest General has implemented more restrictive visitor regulations.

The visitor restriction status is listed as Orange – one
level down from the most restrictive level, which is
Red.

Getting ready to check out is Patrolman
Dave Kammerman, who was shopping
with Kyra, 8. Her favorite purchase was
a shark puppet.

Police patrolmen, sergeants and firefighters have
received new three-year contracts.

For COVID-19 negative patients, one designated
visitor a day is permitted. Visitor must be 18+. In
Maternity Services (Labor & Delivery), two visitors
are allowed.

The City negotiated with the Northern Ohio Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, which represents
patrol officers and sergeants, and with the International Association of Firefighters Local 1836 AFLCIO. City Council approved the contracts on Dec.
20. The terms of the contracts go into effect on Jan.
1 through Dec. 31, 2024.

As of The Berean’s press date, the hospital had 60
COVID positive patients.

For additional information, visit
www.swgeneral.com/covid-19.

This year, Shop With a Cop was a joint venture with
Berea, Middleburg Heights, Brook Park police departments and the Ohio State Highway Patrol.
The day began with breakfast at the Brook Park Recreation Center. After Wal-Mart, the group returned to
the Rec Center to wrap gifts, have lunch and win
raffle prizes, which were donated by area merchants.
The Wal-Mart gift cards were provided by Fraternal
Order of Police Lodge 15 plus Amy Decker, administrative assistant at the police department, applied
for a grant from Wal-Mart to cover expenses. Proceeds from officers’ No Shave December and January also went toward Shop With a Cop.
Students were recommended for the program by the
Berea City School District and Berea Community
Outreach.
“We do this because these kids might not get any
Christmas presents otherwise,” Huskins said. “It’s
refreshing to see how selfless these children are.
They always shop for others and not themselves.”
For Huskins, Shop With a Cop is personal. He took
part in the program as a child growing up in Parma.
“It had a big impact on me then and is part of the
reason I wanted to do this job,” he said.

Police, fire receive new contracts

For COVID-19 positive patients, there are no visitors allowed, except for compassionate visits.

Emergency, outpatient and other essential surgeries
will continue. Ambulatory surgery centers will remain open.

Patrolman Eric Smith helps Dom pick out a set of action
figures at Wal-Mart during Shop With a Cop.

All three collective bargaining agreements call for 3
percent wage increases in 2022, 2023 and 2024.
The contracts also include Juneteenth as a holiday
and paid parental leave.

The bulletproof vest allowance will increase from
$900 every five years to $1,200 to reflect the increase in the cost of vests.
Meal allowances will be paid only during overnight
travel and will be capped at $50 a day.
The firefighters’ contract increases the rank differential pay for lieutenants and captains from 7 percent to 10 percent. Also, firefighters who work on
six specified holidays will be paid at their overtime
rate. Police employees received this benefit in 2019.

The contract for patrol officers and sergeants increases the shift differential for officers working 7
p.m. to 7 a.m. from 25 cents to 30 cents in 2022; 35
cents in 2023; and 40 cents in 2024.

During the course of the three-year contract, the
City will provide a second set of turnout gear for
those firefighters who have only one set and for
those with outdated equipment.
Law/Safety Director Barbara Jones said the negotiations with all of the bargaining units went extremely
well.

Compensatory time that can be banked increases
from 124 to 148 hours with the ability to carry over
48 hours into the next year.

“In my 30 years of public service, I have never witnessed this degree of cooperation. It was a pleasure
dealing with all of the unions involved,” she said.
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Showcase displays
BHS artifacts
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Alumni donate to Education Foundation
The Berea High School classes of 1960 and 1961
have donated the proceeds from their joint class reunion earlier this year to The Education Foundation.
The Class of 1960 donated $1,000 and the Class of
1961 donated $1,843.46 to the Education Foundation’s Enrichment Grant Program. Enrichment
Grants fund special classroom projects and experiences that otherwise would not be offered by the
school district. Faculty and staff apply for the grants
each year.

This new showcase at Berea-Midpark High School
highlights Berea High athletic teams including photos of Coach Tom Madzy’s championship football
team from 1978. Also on display are a Berea High
brick and school photos. The memorabilia were
gleaned from a room at Smith School where Berea
High artifacts are stored. If alumni have any trophies,
photos or other mementoes to share, especially academic accomplishments, please contact the Berea
High
Alumni
Association,
bereahighalumni@gmail.com, or call President Marianna Peris at
(440) 223-6444. Your items will be put on display
and then returned to you. The Alumni Association
will change the display periodically.

Kiwanis donates to
Grindstone Makerspace

In a joint statement, the chairs of the two reunion
committees said, “The Classes of 1960 and 1961 believe that education is the foundation for learning
and teaching. As children grow and develop, they
need to be introduced to positive experiences to gain
knowledge and life skills. Our donations will help
children achieve those goals.”
Co-chairs of the 1960 Reunion Committee are Marsha Mucklo Graser, a retired Berea School District
teacher, and Edie Sinnema Pearson, whose daughter
is a teacher in the district.
Chair of the 1961 Reunion Committee was Carol
Swanwick Rini. Darleen DeBona Gooslin was treasurer.
Rini emphasized that the donations will be used “as
needed. They are not earmarked for any specific project or school.”
“We have memories that will last forever,” Gooslin
added. “Hopefully, the donation will make those
memories come true for someone else.”
The checks were presented to Sarah Hastings, executive director of The Education Foundation. Hastings
said the donations were “transformative.”

Presenting donations to Sarah Hastings, executive director of The
Education Foundation, second from right, are, from the left, Marsha Mucklo Graser, BHS ’60; Darleen DeBona Gooslin, BHS ’61;
and Edie Sinnema Pearson, BHS ’60.

“This gives more opportunities for our students, especially for experiences that are not always available.”
Hastings said applications for Enrichment Grants
will be submitted in May with the Education Foundation Board making the final selections in July.
The two classes joined forces for a reunion at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in September. The funds donated are from the class reunions’ budgets.
The Class of 1960 also will donate $1,000 to the Berea High Alumni Association’s Tree of Knowledge
Restoration Fund.

Food pantries and meal distribution
Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood
Drive,
(440)
826-4891,
nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Drive-up service only. Open
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley
Road, Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on the second Friday of the month and
4-7 p.m. on the fourth Friday.
Berea Kiwanis has donated $9,000 to the Berea City
School District to buy a 3-D laser printer for Grindstone Elementary School’s Makerspace. Makerspace
uses high tech equipment to enhance learning in science, technology, engineering and math. Jeff Haas,
president of the Charitable Fund of Berea Kiwanis,
presented the check to Assistant Superintendent
Mike Draves, Superintendent Tracy Wheeler and
Director of Technology Vicki Turner.

Warriors Journey Home
meets twice a month

Warriors Journey Home supports veterans and their
families, helping them to adjust after a deployment.
The group meets on the second and fourth Sundays
of the month at 6 p.m. at Heritage Congregational
Church, 485 West St. For more information, visit
Warriors Journey Home Berea on Facebook or warriorsjourneyhome.org. Call (330) 715-5683.

People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the
third Saturday of the month.
Second Mile Outreach Pantry, 1480 Bagley Road,
(440) 239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
Bread Ministry, Berea United Methodist Church,
170 Seminary St., (440) 234-3525. Bread and pastries only. Noon – 2 p.m., Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday. Go to church addition on north
side of church off Seminary. Pantry is through double brown doors.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of
the month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert
Catholic Church, 66 Adalbert St., drive-up only.
Next meal is Jan. 16.
Free Community Meal. St. Paul Lutheran Church,
276 E. Bagley Road, served once a month, 5-6 p.m.,
on the last Wednesday of the month. Drive-up only.

Next meal is Jan. 26.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E.
River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every
Sunday. Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for more information.
Mobile Food Pantry. Brook Park Branch, Cuyahoga
County Public Library System, 6155 Engle Road, 24 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 26. First-come, first-served
while supplies last. In collaboration with the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect Street and Jacqueline Drive. St. Paul Lutheran
Church has a food donation box located near the
side door. Non-perishable items only please.
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Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in January

Jan. 16, 1991: Desert Storm Began

Jan. 27, 1973: Vietnam War Cease Fire
Jan. 31, 1990: Panama Campaign Ended

Neighborhood donates
to Veterans Outreach

The Ellen Drive neighborhood in Berea has a traditional holiday get-together and gift exchange every December. This Christmas, the homeowners took up a collection and since several neighbors are veterans, the $168
collected was donated to the Berea Veterans Outreach
Office. Army veteran Al Okeson, a volunteer with the
Outreach Office, presented the donation to Chaplain
Willie.
“This is greatly appreciated,” Chaplain said. “We are so
thankful and blessed to have such a wonderful and supportive community.”

Navy vet wins November raffle basket

Navy veteran Bob Sedlak is the winter of the November veterans basket. The basket included a Thanksgiving turkey with all the trimmings.

CaringBridge offers free support for vets

Veterans with health issues can stay connected with
loved ones via a free communication platform from
CaringBridge. The site can keep friends and family
updated and allows vets to communicate on a secure
network. To create a CaringBridge web site, visit
www.CaringBridge.org/military.

Veterans Coffee Club
With Chaplain Willie

Veterans Outreach Coordinator, City of Berea
*******************************

Meeting once a month:
Next Meeting:
Saturday: Jan. 15, 2022 from 10-Noon
Berea Recreation Center (451 Front Street)
Senior Room
We will continue to maintain social distance.
RSVP: Veterans Outreach
440-973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect.

Vet parking spaces opened at
West Valley Plaza

CALLING ALL STUDENTS!!!!

THE OFFICE OF
VETERANS OUTREACH
IS SEEKING STUDENTS THAT ARE
INTERESTED IN
SERVING ON A JUNIOR COLOR GUARD
TEAM!

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED CALL
THE OFFICE at 440-973-4567.
OR EMAIL: wspringer@cityofberea.org
OPEN TO AGES 12 YEARS AND OLDER.
PRESENT COLORS AT SPECIAL EVENTS.
TRAINING PROVIDED!

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations. Send items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by
the 10th of the month)

Four veterans only parking spots have been designated at the West Valley Plaza shopping area.
The parking spots are located throughout the plaza.
Each spot is designated with a Military Veteran
Parking Only sign in red, white and blue. The project was sponsored by Rini Realty, the City of Berea, which installed the parking places and painted
the spaces with blue paint and white stars, and Sherwin Williams, which supplied the paint.

Message from Chaplain Willie
Dear Veterans & Families:

Find fellow vets with new Vet Finder app

Together We Served has launched a free Veteran Finder app for Android and Apple mobile phones. The app
is a directory of 2.1 million veterans organized by
branch of service. By clicking on a name and logging
in, vets can view their full service history, including
medals and awards, insignia and badges, basic training
unit, unit assignments, combat and non-combat operations and photos. Download the app off Google Play or
the Apple Store.

THE OFFICE OF VETERANS OUTREACH
INVITES YOU TO COMMERATE
FOUR CHAPLAINS’ DAY
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 3RD 2022
11:00 A.M.
BEREA REC CENTER SENIOR ROOM.
Chair ceremony will represent the 4 Chaplains, Readings & Fellowship.
RSVP: Chaplain Willie Springer @
wspringer@cityofberea.org
440-973-4567
******************************************
February 3 is Four Chaplains Day in the USA. This
day commemorates the events of February 3,
1943, when the troop ship USAT Dorchester sank.
Carrying 4 chaplains and about 900 others as a
part of convoy of three ships. The four chaplains
gave their own life vests to others and helped as
many men as they could into the boats, then they
linked their arms together, saying prayers and
singing hymns, as they went down with the ship.

Christian Women in Action
plans monthly service

Christian Women in Action Ministries Inc. will conduct its monthly service on Saturday, Jan. 8 in Reinberger Chapel of Ohio Guidestone, 202 E. Bagley
Road. Doors open at 9:30 a.m. Minister Marsha E.
Davidson, president of Christian Women in Action,
will officiate. Masks are required. RSVP to
cwaction@aol.com by Jan. 6.

I would like to wish each and every one a very special 2022 New Year. We continue to be thankful for
our families, health, strength and our community as
we continue to build our Unity and Trust with each
other.
Let us keep HOPE alive: (H) Helping, (O), Other
(P), People (E), Eternally. We are continuing to look
for that transformation of Veterans and families to
have the help that is needed for them.
We have been very thankful for the gifts and donations from the community to provide for our veterans. They really appreciate the gifts and visitation
that our city offers to them. (Thank you, Mayor
Kleem, for caring!).
Get ready! Get ready! Get ready! Starting Jan. 15
from 10 a.m. - Noon we are re-starting our Veterans
Coffee Club with Chaplain Willie. We welcome all
veterans from all branches of the service. We need to
bring a closer relationship of Unity. Looking forward
to seeing you. Also, we are set to begin our Visitations to our Nursing Facilities, Assisted Living, and
Community. Just want to reach out and to let you
know that “No Veteran Walks Alone.”
Let’s share in persevering and not giving up hope
when applying for VA benefits. Our office is here to
serve you, and assist you. Please call and introduce
yourself, or stop by for a visit. I would love to meet
you and shake your hand. We have many exciting
events planned for the New Year!
Again, Thank you for your service to our country.
Please contact me with any further questions or concerns.
Rev. Chaplain Willie Springer, MAPT
Veterans Outreach Coordinator
(440) 973-4567/ wspringer@cityofberea.org

At the Library
Retirement poses challenges
for women

Connie Costanzo, a member of the Association of
Financial Educators, will explain the challenges
women face when planning for retirement. She will
discuss inflation, taxes and healthcare, among other
topics. Find out what to do now and steps to take as
you get closer to retirement. This is a virtual program. Registration is required. Please provide an
email address so a Zoom link can be shared. 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 13.

FOR TWEENS & TEENS

Video Game Trivia: (Grades 6-12) Join us for trivia
based on video games! We'll be playing trivia using
the website Kahoot! All participants must have a
device with audio/video, an internet connection, and
access to Kahoot! An email address is required to
receive the Zoom link to participate. Virtual. 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Jan. 25
Hours for all Cuyahoga County Public Library
branches:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday – Thursday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday – Saturday
1 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Holiday Closings:
Friday, Dec. 31
Saturday, Jan. 1
All in-person programs at all branches of the Cuyahoga County Library System have been canceled
through Jan. 31. Please contact the Berea Branch
Library at (440) 234-5475 for the latest information
on programs and hours in case of changes. Registration is required for all programs, and facemasks
are required for all library visitors ages 2 & up.
Additionally, curbside service is available.

All events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets are available at bw.edu/tickets unless stated otherwise. For a complete listing of events, visit
bw.edu/events.
Faculty Recital: Marc Weagraff, baritone. Event
will also be live-streamed. 5 p.m., Sunday, Jan.
23, Fynette Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical
Arts Center, 49 Seminary St.
Arts Innovation Summit & Performance (Free
ticket required): Focusing on the intersection of
artists, arts organizations and arts funders and the
innovation that can happen when they collaborate
to create opportunity. Keynote speaker will be Tizziana Baldenebro, executive director of SPACES
Gallery. Performance by Mourning [A] BLKstar.
Event will also be live- streamed. 3:05 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 27, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas
Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Concert: Symphony Orchestra. Event will also be
live-streamed. 7 p.m., Friday, Jan. 28, Gamble
Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96
Front St.
Faculty Recital: Khari Joyner, cello, and Christine
Fuoco, piano. Event will also be live- streamed. 3
p.m., Saturday, Jan. 29, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
NOTE: In-person events are subject to federal,
state and local COVID-19 health mandates; please
check bw.edu/events for any health protocols before attending an event.

MLK Week 2022

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration is sponsored
by Baldwin Wallace University in conjunction with the
Berea community and the Campus/Community MLK
Week Committee 2022. The theme for 2022 is
“Beyond the Flashpoints: Advancing Equity after
Headlines Fade.”
Change the World Fair: Explore multiple ways you
can participate in transforming the world. Personal,
community, regional and global transformative groups
and movements will share how you can make a difference.
For
more
information,
contact
cantczak@umcb.org. 3-5:30 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 16,
The United Methodist Church of Berea, 170 Seminary St.
Prayer Breakfast: A reflective breakfast celebration
featuring music, readings and keynote speaker. 9 a.m.,
Monday, Jan. 17, Mount Zion Baptist Church, 200
Emerson Ave.
Creative Expressions: Featuring imaginative visual
artwork created by Berea-Midpark High School students interpreting the theme "Beyond the Flashpoints:
Advancing Equity After Headlines Fade." MondaySunday, Jan. 17-23, during library hours, Cuyahoga
County Public Library, 7 Berea Commons.
StoryWalk®: The whole family can enjoy a StoryWalk® featuring "Change Sings: A Children's Anthem" by Amanda Gorman and illustrated by Loren
Long. Pages from the book will be mounted and displayed along the lighted brick walkway between the
library's front door and Coe Lake. It will be available
for reading, viewing and singing along anytime! Monday-Sunday, Jan. 17-23, Cuyahoga County Public
Library, 7 Berea Commons.
Keynote Speaker (Free ticket required): Fr. Gregory
Boyle, founder of Homeboy Industries, the world's
largest gang intervention, rehabilitation and re-entry
program. 7 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 18, Mainstage Theatre, Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Chapel Worship Service: All are welcome to worship
and honor the memory of Dr. King. 12:15 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 20, Lindsay-Crossman Chapel, 56 Seminary
St.
Enduring Questions: The Mark Collier Lecture Series (Free ticket required): Featuring Kevin Richardson, a Central Park Five exoneree. 1:30 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 22, Center for Innovation & Growth, 340
Front St.
Tickets are available at bw.edu/tickets.

Registration under way for
Community Arts School

The Baldwin Wallace University Community Arts
School is now accepting registrations for the spring
semester.
The school offers several programs for adults and children.
For adults, there are choir, band, and orchestra ensembles. All skill levels are welcome from beginners to
advanced musicians.
Music classes for students ages toddler to age 12 include music play, Dalcroze, viola and ukulele. There
also are classes in visual art, theatre and dance for all
ages.
Tuition assistance is available. Go to bwcommunityarts.bw.edu/tuition-assistance.
For more information about classes, visit bwcommunityarts.bw.edu.
The Community Arts School is located in the Helwig
Whistle Stop on Bagley Road.
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Community Events

Jan. 1: NEW YEAR’S DAY

Jan. 2: Swearing-In of City Council. 1 p.m., City
Council Chambers, Berea City Hall.
Jan. 3: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 11: Volunteer Orientation, Berea Animal
Rescue Friends. 7 p.m. This will be a virtual meeting for those interested in dog walking, companionship with cats, fundraising, fostering and other volunteer opportunities. Register at ARFonlineorientation@gmail.com.
Jan. 15: Veterans Coffee Club. 10 a.m. – Noon,
Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St. RSVP to
(440) 973-4567.
Jan. 16: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4
p.m., St. Adalbert Catholic Church Keller Center, 66
Adalbert St. Free. Drive-up only.
Jan. 17: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
Jan. 18: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 19: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea
Branch Library. Meets on the third Wednesday of
every month.
Jan. 26: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up
only.

SCHOOL NEWS

Polaris open house is Jan. 13

Polaris Career Center is offering an open house for
prospective students and their families from 6-7:30
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 13. Polaris also is hosting Career Tech Thursdays through March. Sophomores are
invited to spend one-half day at Polaris exploring various programs. Students should schedule through their
local high school counselors. Polaris is located at
7285 Old Oak Blvd., Middleburg Heights.

Berea Schools hiring
substitute teachers

The Berea City School District is looking to hire substitute teachers. Anyone with a four-year degree in
any area of study is eligible to apply. Pay starts at
$125 per day. Apply at northcoastssa.org.

Students win 2nd place in national
distracted driving contest

Students in the Polaris Career Center Satellite Marketing and Entrepreneurship program and Broadcasting
and Video Production program at Berea-Midpark
High School created a week-long campaign against
distracted driving. They developed the concept, plan,
social media posts, PSA videos and posters for this
campaign. It was implemented last spring and all of
their hard work resulted in being chosen as a secondplace winner in the Impact Teen Drivers Just Drive
Contest and earned a $5,000 educational grant.

The students involved in this project were:
Michelle Dranuski, Class of 2021
Logan Duncan, Class of 2023
Gavin Hill, Class of 2021
Joey Matese, Class of 2021
Dylan Myers, Class of 2021
Heaven Santiago, Class of 2021
Korey Slovick, Class of 2021

